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Farmers forced to sell
maize below MSP due to

Siddipet:

Former Minister T.
Harish Rao on Saturday
said delays in opening
maize procurement cen-
tres have caused signifi-
cant losses to farmers,
with nearly 25 per cent
of the produce already
sold to middlemen.
Speaking after inaugu-
rating a maize procure-
ment centre at the
Siddipet Market, he said
farmers were forced to
sell maize at Rs 1,700
per quintal to middle-
men, well below the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) of Rs 2,400.
Stating that maize has
been cultivated across
10 lakh acres in the
State, Rao urged farmers
to sell their produce at
government  procure-
ment centres to secure
better prices.He alleged
that the Congress gov-
ernment opened the pro-
curement centres only
after sustained pressure
and protests by the BRS.

Highlighting the impact
of the Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Scheme
(KLIS), Rao said the
area under paddy culti-
vation in Siddipet con-
stituency had increased
from 8,000Former
Minister Harish Rao said
delayed maize procure-
ment forced farmers to

8 ;.m (272

sell at low prices, caus-
ing losses, and credited
protests for opening cen-
tres while highlighting
KLIS’s role in boosting
cultivation and improv-
ing agricultural condi-
tions in Siddipet.

acres to 80,000 acres
following the construc-
tion of multiple reser-

late procut rement centres

voirs.He added that prior
to the formation of
Telangana, even fodder
had to be procured from
Andhra Pradesh to meet
cattle needs during sum-
mer. However, he said,
the KLIS transformed
agriculture in the region,
enabling farmers to two
crops annually.

lllegal Samosa I\/Ianufacturing
In leaguda

Unit Busted

Hyderabad: In a coor-
dinated operation, the
Hyderabad Food
Adulteration  Surveill
ance Team (H-FAST) of
the Task Force, in close
coordination with the
Kulsumpura pol ice,
raided an illegal food
manufacturing unit oper-
ating at Jiyaguda.
During the raid, it was
found that the unit was
eng ged in large-scale
preparation of sam osas
under extremely unhy-
gienic conditions with-

out possessing any valid
FSSAI license, trade
license, or fire safety
clearance. Also Read -
Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyber abad Crime
in 2025 The accused,
identified as Abdul
Rasheed (73) was found
to be using spoiled and
substandard ingredients,
including stale boiled
eggs and repeatedly used
cooking oil, thereby
endangering public
health. The police seized
500 spoiled boiled eggs,

a‘a;

s
o -
’

five kgs reused cooking
oil, 350 egg samosas,
600 sweet corn samosas,
1000 onion samosas
apart from the raw mate-
rial used for preparing
samosas. The police said
necessary legal action
was being initiated, and
further invly unhygienic
conditions without pos-
sessing any valid FSSAI
license, trade license, or
fire safety clearance.
Also Read - Part Time
Job Fraud Tops Cyber
abad estigation is in

progress at Ku Isumpura
police station. Task
Force D eputy Comm
ission Gaikwad Vaibhav
Raghunath, said the
police and H-FAST
would continue its drive
against food adulteration
and illegal food manu-
facturing activities.
Citizens are encouraged
to report such unlawful
practices through offi-
cial channels and help
ensure public health and
safety.

Alert Bus Driver Saves 35
Passengers’ Lives In Vizianagaram

Bhubaneswar:

A major mishap was
averted in the early
hours of Saturday after a
private passenger bus
travelling from
Bhubaneswar to

Malkangiri caught fire
near Rambhadrapuram
in Andhra Pradesh, close
to the Odisha border.
The incident occurred
around 3 am when the
vehicle allegedly devel-
oped a short circuit, trig-
gering a blaze that
spread rapidly and
engulfed the bus within
minutes. Thick smoke
soon filled the vehicle,
creating panic among
the passengers. Also
Read - Naidu Offers
Special  Prayers in
Tirumala with Family
Eyewitnesses said that
the driver’s swift respo
nse and the alertness of
passengers ensured a
quick evacuation. All 35
passengers on board,
including  Malkangiri
MLA Mangu Khila,
managed to escape safe-
ly without ircuit, trigger-

ing a blaze that spread
ircuit, triggering a blaze
that spread rapidly and
engulfed the bus within
minutes.  Thickapidly
and engulfed the bus
within minutes.
Thickany injuries. Fire
services personnel
rushed to the spot and

brought the flames under

control. However, the
bus was completely gut-
ted, reduced to a charred
shell before the fire
could be contained.
Local authorities later
arranged an alternative
vehicle to ferry the
stranded passengers to

their

destination.
Officials have initiated
an investigation into the
incident. While a short
circuit is suspected to be
the cause, authorities
said the exact reason
will be established after
a detailed technical
examination.
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Telangana allocates Rs 875 crore

HYDERABAD: The
state government has
allocated Rs 875 crore to
the Information
Technology department,
underscoring its push to
strengthen the state’s
fast-growing digital
economy and expand
technology infrastruc-
ture.Presenting the
Budget on  Friday,
Deputy Chief Minister
and Finance Minister
Mallu Bhatti Vikram
arka said that the state’s
IT exports had reached
Rs 3.13 lakh crore, while
the sector had generated
employment for more
than 9.39 lakh people,
reflecting Telangana’s
growing prominence as
a major technology hub.
Hyderabad continues to
play a key role in India’s
Global Capability Cen
tre ecosystem, with nea
rly 20 percent of the
country’s total GCCs
located in the city. More
than 70 new GCCs were
established in Hyderaba
d during 2024-25, he
said and added that in a
further boost to the city’s
global tech profile,
Google had set up its
Google Safety Engin
eering Centre in
Hyderabad.“To ensure
that IT growth is not lim-
ited to the western parts
of Hyderabad, the gov-
ernment is promoting
the  GRID  policy,
Growth in Dispersion,
aimed at expanding IT
development across
other parts of the city,”
he said.The government
is also focusing on str
engthening digital con-
nectivity in rural and

public institutions
through the T-Fiber net-

work. In an effort to cut
spending on internet
services currently

sourced from private
providers and to offer
secure high-speed con-
nectivity through the
state’s own network,
fibre connections have
already been extended to
8,888 gram panchayats
in 424 mandals and
4,800 government insti-
tutions. The state has
now set a target of
extending T-Fiber con-
nectivity to 50,000 gov-
ernment institutions by
the end of this year.The
2026-27 Budget intro-
duces a cashless treat-
ment initiatiState has
already openve under
the Employees Health
Scheme (EHS), to be
implemented through
the Rajiv Aarogyasri
Trust, covering govern-
ment employees, pen-
sioners and their
dependent family mem-
bers, and enabling
access to treatment for

1,998 diseases across
government  hospitals
and 421 empanelled pri-
vate hospitals, with
around 23.51 lakh bene-
ficiaries expected to be
covered.Presenting the
Budget in the State
Legislative Assembly,
Deputy s on maternal
and child health, youth
wellness, control of
chronic diseases and
mental  healthcare.On
the infrastructure front,
the government plans to
expand tertiary health-
care capacity, with beds
in government hospitals
projected to reach
44,029 by the end of
2026, exceeding the In
dian Public Health
Standards  norm.The
State has already open-
sions at Nizam’s
Institute of Medical
Sciences and Warangal
MuState has already
openlti Super Speciality
Ho rts noted that while
the Telangana health
Budget (2026-27) shows
gradual improvement, it
lacks a major shift.

Spending

to IT, bets on dlgltal growth

H .

l*-";-

remains
around 4-5% of the total
Budget, below the rec-
ommended 8%, with a
continued focus on
infrastructure and terti-
ary care that involves
high recurring costs.
Members of the Indian
Medical  Association,
Telangana State, said,
“While the state has
exceeded bed-to-popula-
tion norms, true health-
care resilience is impos-
sible without addressing
the shortage of specialist
doctors.”Indiramma
Family Life Insurance
Scheme: Rs 5 lakh cover
for 1.15 crore families
Cashless Health mented
via the Rajiv Aarogyasri
Trust, covering 23.51
lakh employees, pen-
sioners and dependents
for 1,998 ailments
Accident Insurance: Up
to Rs 1.2 cr in case of
death due to accidents

: Completion of TIMS
hospitals at Sanathnagar,
LB Nagar and Alwal,
along with expansion of
NIMS

Eid-ul-Fitr Celebrated with
Fervour In Hyderabad

Hyderabad: A large
number of people gath-
ered at Mecca Masjid in
Hyderabad near
Charminar to offer
Namaz on Eid-ul-Fitr.
They celebrated the fes-
tival with fervor. The
lanes and bylanes near
Charminar came alive as
devout turned up in large
numbers to participate in
prayers in the morning.
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi joins others in
offering namaz at Mir
Alam Eidgah in
Hyderabad. After com-
pletion of prayers, they
exchanged  greetings
with each other. The

police diverted the traf-

fic at Charminar and Mir

Alam Eidgah to ensure
that the devout offer

prayers in a hassle-free
manner.

Kerala Congress Strongman K Sudhakaran

Finally

Relents, Declares He Will Not Contest

As An Independent Candldate

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM: After keeping
the Congress high com-
mand on edge for the
past 48 hours, Kannur
MP and senior party
leader K Sudhakaran
firmly announced he
would not run as an
independent candidate in
the upcoming assembly
polls.  His decision
brought immense relief
not only to the high
command but also to the
Kerala unit of the
Congress, which is
going all out to return to
power. For the past two
to three days, Sudhaka
ran  had  remained
adamant about contest-
ing from Kannur. Sev
eral senior leaders,
including party president
Mallikarjun Kharge, A K
Antony, Madhusoodhan
Mistry, Ramesh
Chennithala, and PCC
president Sunny Joseph,
tried to convince him,
but he refused to relent.

Also Read - Rajendra
Vishwanath Arlekar
Takes Oath as 23rd
Governor of Kerala The
partz high command
stuck to its earlier deci-
sion not to field any sit-
ting MPs in the assem-
bly  elections. His
adamant stand also
delayed the announce-
ment of the second list
of Congress candidates.
Rumours swirled that
Sudhakaran might leave
the party and run as an
independent, but his

q

pressure tactics didn’t
work. After Kkeeping
silent for two or three
days, Sudhakaran finally

spoke in Delhi on
Thursday evening,
answering  questions

from the large crowd of
media gathered outside
his residence.from the
large crowd of from the
large crowd of Also
Read - 10-Year-Old Girl
Dies, 18 Students Hurt
in Kerala School Bus
Accident When asked if
he would remain in the

party, Sudhakaran
replied, “If I don’t con-
tinue in the party, then
where  will go?”
Regarding being denied
a ticket to contest from
Kannur, he clarified,
“Denial of candidature
does not mean | have
been thrown out of the
party.” On whether he
would run as an inde-
pendent candidate, he
said, “No, | will not con-
test as an independent. |
will only run if the party
recognizes and supports
my candidature.” Addr
essing reports about
forming committees in
several constituencies,
he explained, “These are
party committees work-
ing for the organisation.”
When questioned about
challenging the party, he
responded, “The party is
very big. I am so small.
How can | challenge it? |
will follow party norms
and campaign across the
state.”
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\oting

At EID Congregation In Kolkata

Kolkata: West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Saturday
accused the BJP-led
Centre of attempting to
“snatch away the voting
rights” of people through
the ongoing revision of
electoral rolls ahead of the
assembly polls.

Mamata Banerjee and
TMC leader Abhishek
Banerjee participated in
Eid  celebrations  at
Kolkata’s Red Road.
Addressing thousands of
worshippers after Eid
prayers, the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) supremo
alleged that the Special
Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls — which the
ruling party claims has led
to large-scale deletions of
voter names — was part of
a broader attempt to influ-
ence the electoral process
in the state.“We will not
allow Modi ji and the BJP
to take away your voting
rights. We will fight till the
end to protect democracy
and the rights of every cit-
izen,” Banerjee said at the
gathering. "BJP is a party
of thieves and goons, a

party of traitors. Some
traitors take money from
the BJP to divide votes."
Mamata added.Her
remarks come amid an
intensifKing olitical row
over the electoral roll
scrutiny exercise, which
the TMC has repeatedly
described as an attempt to
remove names of genuine
voters, particularly from
minority-dominated areas,
ahead of the assembly
polls.Banerjee warned that
any move to disenfran-
chise voters in the name of
revision or verification of
electoral rolls would be
resistedhas  repeatedly
described as an attempt to
remove names of genuine
voters, particularly from
minority-dominated areas,
ahead of the assembly
polls.Banerjee warned that
any move to disenfran-
chise voters in by her
party. “Those who are tar-
geting Bengal and trying
to divide people should go
to hell,” she said, drawing
loud cheers from the gath-
has repeatedly described
as an attempt to remove
names of genuine voters,

particularly from minori-
ty-dominated areas, ahead

of the assembly
polls.Banerjee warned that
any move to disenfran-
chise voters inering. The
chief  minister  also
invoked Bengal’s long tra-
dition of communal har-
mon?/, saying the state
would not allow forces
trying to polarise society
to succeed.

“Bengal beieves in unity.

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs,
Christians — everyone
lives together here. We
will not allow anyone to
break this social fabric,”
she said. The annual Eid
congregation at Red Road
— one of the largest in
eastern India — has often
doubled as a political plat-
form during election
years, offering parties an
opportunity to reach out to
the  state’s  sizeable

Muslim electorate, which
constitutes around 30 per
cent of the population.
This year’ event carries
added political signifi-
cance as the state heads
towards a high-stakes
assembly election, with
the TMC seeking a fourth
consecutive term while the
BJP attempts to consoli-
date the gains it made in
the 2019 Lok Sabha and
2021 assembly elections.

CM Chandrababu Naidu to lay
stone for AMNS plant on March 23

VISAKHAPATNAM: The
foundation stone for the
proposed steel plant being
established by
ArcelorMittal Nippon
Steel in Nakkapalli man-
dal of Anakapalle district
will be laid on March 23
by Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu,
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan and IT
Minister Nara Lokesh.
Ahead of the foundation
stone laying ceremony,
Home Minister
Vangalapudi Anitha
inspected the proposed

site on Saturday and
reviewed arrangements
with officials from vari-
ous depatments.During
the visit, she discussed

traffic regulation and

vehicle parking arrange-
ments as a large turnout is
Officials briefed her on
the plans being prepared

to regulate the movement
of vehicles.Considering
the participation of the
Chief Minister, Deputy
Chief Minister, and other
ministers in the stone lay-
ing ceremony, she also
reviewed security
arrangements at the
venue.Take steps for
smooth conduct of event:
AnithaShe directed offi-
cials to take necessary
measures for smooth con-
duct of the event.Anitha
asked officials to make
appropriate arrangements
at the venue, including

seating, access routes and
other basic facilities for
those attending the pro-
gramme. As a large num-
ber of students are expect-
ed to participate in it, she
instructed officials to pro-
vide adequate arrange-
ments for them.She also
emphasised the need for
coordinated planning
among departments and
directed officials to
ensure that the surround-
ings of the foundation
stone-laying site are kept
clean and properly main-
tained.

Andhra govt to reintroduce kerosene
supply In Agency areas as precau-
tion: Minister Nadendla Manohar

VIJAYAWADA:

The State government will
reintroduce kerosene sup-
ply in select Agency and
rural areas as a precaution-
ary measure amid global
LPG supply uncertainties,
even as there is no short-
age of domestic cooking
gas, Civil  Supplies
Minister Nadendla
Manohar said on Friday.
Addressing the media in
Vijayawada, the Minister
said Andhra Pradesh,
which had earlier been
made largely kerosene-
free, will now resume lim-
ited kerosene distribution
to ensure that no house-
hold faces hardship.
Kerosene supply will ini-
tially be provided in
agency areas and rural
regions, particularly where
LPG access is limited, and
will be expanded based on
need. The government is
also working on a policy
to encourage a shift from
LPG cylinders to piped
natural gas (PNG) in
urban areas to ease pres-
sure on cylinder supply.
The decision comes in the
wake of global disruptions
in LPG supply due to the
ongoing conflict in West
Asia.He clarified that

there is no shortage of
LPG in the State and urged
the public not to panic or
believe rumours circulat-
ing on social media. LPG
supply is being handled by
major oil companies such
as Indian Oil Corporation,
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited and
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited, with
sufficient stocks available
to meet demand.

The Minister said domes-
tic LPG supply is continu-
ing without disruption,
while commercial supply
is being prioritised for
essential services includ-
ing hospitals, schools and
hostels. He noted that
panic-driven bookings had
surged in recent days but
are now stabilising.

To ensure transparency
and prevent misuse, OTP-
based booking has been
made mandatory. Officials
have been directed to
monitor agency-wise sup-
plies, pending deliveries
and suspicious transac-
tions. The Minister said
action is being taken
against 6 to 9 agencies for
irregularities.He assured
that the government is tak-
ing all steps to maintain

uninterrupted supply and
appealed to the public to
avoid unnecessary book-
ings  and not to
panic.Addressing a tele-
conference with Parliam
entary constituency-wise
coordinators, Manohar
said the membership drive
reflects the vision and
ideals of party president
Pawan Kalyan and should
be treated as a collective
responsibility.He urged
elected representatives to
balance their legislative
duties while dedicating the

remaining time over the
next two weeks exclusive-
ly to party work, with a
focus on enrolling new
members and renewing
existing member that the
programme should not be
viewed as a routine organ-
isational exercise but as a
political movement. He
called for systematic field-
level planning, regular
review meetings and
preparation of clear
reports based on interac-
tions with people at the
grassroots.

These reports would help
He assured leaders that the
party’s IT team would pro-
vide support to resolve
technical issues during the
enrolment process and
said a special coordination
team has been constituted
at the central office to
ensure smooth implemen-
tation of the programme.
Manohar also informed
that coordinators have
been appointed for all
Parliamentary constituen-
cies to avoid any gaps in
coordination.

First Supplementary Voter List
In Bengal Likely On March 23;

MRVACHAN SADAN
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Forms Appellate Tribunal
For Voter List Disputes
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Kolkata: The first supplementary voter list in West Bengal is likely to
be published on March 23, an Election Commission official said on
Friday. The scheduled release on March 19 was deferred at the last
moment as the process was not yet completed. The official said prepa-
rations are underway to display the updated voter list across nearly
80,000 polling booths in the state once it is finalised by next
Monday.The publication of the supplementary list assumes significance
as it is likely to include the names of voters whose applications were
marked as "under adjudication” after the final electoral roll was pub-

lished on Februar

28. According to the poll official, over 60 lakh

names were initially marked as "under adjudication”, of which more
than 27 lakh cases have been disposed of till Friday afternoon.The
delay in publication triggered political reactions, with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee alleging that eligible voters were being harassed due
to the delay. The EC official attached to the Chief Electoral Officer’s
office said the exercise is being carried out "on a war footing" in com-
pliance with Supreme Court directions and under the supervision of the
Calcutta High Court.After March 23, additional lists could be pub-
lished in phases as more claims are settled, he explained. West Bengal
will vote in two phases on April 23 and 29, with counting set to take

place on May 4.

Maharashtra | State Women's Commission
Chairperson Rupali Chakankar Resigns
Following Ashok Kharat Row

e

Mumbai: Following
mounting pressure in
the row involving
Ashok Kharat, Rupali
Chakankar, the
Chairperson of the
State Women's Com
mission, Mahara
shtra, tendered her
resignation on
Friday.Kharat is an
accused in an alleged
rape case in Nashik.
She submitted her
resignation by writ-
ing a letter addressed
to Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra
Fadnavis.Meabhile,
the Maharashtra State
Women's Comm
ission has formally
requested the
Maharashtra Director
General of Police,
Sadanand Date, via a
letter, to appoint a
‘Special Investigation
Team' (SIT% to probe
Chaankar had made
this demand in her
letter addressed to the
DGP. Later on Friday
evening, she visited
Deputy Chief
Minister Sunetra
Pawar and formally
handed over her res-
ignation.Allegations
are being levelled
against  Chakankar
regarding her pur-
ported connections
According to sources,
Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis
had instructed
Chakankar on Friday

N
evening to step down
from her post.In her
letter addressed to the

DGP, Chakankar
noted that Ashok
Kharat stands

accused of repeatedly
subjecting a 35-year-
old woman from
Nashik to sexual
assault over a period
years.Maharashtra
Minister of State for
Home Pankaj Bhoyar
(Rural) told reporters,
"It is being reported
that several individu-
als are involved in
this case. The full
sequence of events
will not come to light
until a thorough
investigation is con-
ducted. Consequ
ently, the ultimate
truth  will emerge
only after a comp
rehensive inqu
ations that decisions
avouring the 'fake
godman' Ashok
Kharat were taken
during the tenure of
Uddhav Thackeray as
Maharashtra  Chief
Minister. We have not
yet received specific
information regard-
ing this  matter.
However, if such
incidents did indeed
occur, they will be
investigated. Furthe
rmore, appropriate
action will be taken
against all guilty par-
ties involved," added
Bhoyar.  Congress

leader Vijay Wad etti-

war termed Chak
ankar as a small fish.
In a post on X, he
Chakankar, the chair-
person of the most
ineffective women's
commission in the
state, has resigned,
but she has not lost
her dignity while
resigning! She has
mentioned in the let-
ter that she is resign-
ing voluntarily for
personal reasons!
That means they
don't feel any regret
or mistake for the
pressure they put on
women and journal-
ists in the Ashok
Kharat case, and the
efforts they made to
prevent a police com-
case.""Chakankar's
behaviour, while
resigning, as if it
were a favour, is con-
demnable.  Rupali
Chakankar is a small
fish. How many other
ministers were there?
Who gave royal pro-
tection to this rapist
father and tried to
save him? Action
should be taken
against all of them.
An investigation
should also be con-
ducted into which
leaders and ministers
called to suppress this
matter, and action
should be taken," the
senior Congress
leader said.
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Please stay alert against such false and baseless claims and posts on
social medial

Sujan Dutta
@reportersujan

Breaking News: The US has asked permission
from India to support a military asset that will be

used to bomb Iran from West:
bureaucr: refation of
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