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HMWSSB Warns of Strict

Hyderabad: The
Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water  Supply and
Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB) has
warned of strict legal
action against private
water tanker operators
found misusing the
board’s official logo
while supplying water to
consumers. The board
said it recently noticed
that some private tanker
owners were illegally
displaying the official
logo, creating the false
impression that the
water supplied was part
of government-autho-
rised service. Also Read
- Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad Crime
in 2025 Officials stated
that the board’s logo is
an official government
identification mark and
its unauthorised use is a
violation of law, besides
misleading the public
and damaging trust in
official services. The
board clarified that
water supplied through
private tankers is gener-
ally  sourced from
borewells and is neither
treated according to offi-

i

cial standards nor sub-
jected to quality testing.
Authorities  cautioned
that consumption of
such water may pose
serious health risks. Also
Read - Revanth Reddy
Launches ‘Tholimudda’
Breakfast Scheme for
Anganwadi  Children
Consumers were advised
not to rely on unautho-
rised private tankers and
to book drinking water
only through the board’s
official customer care
services by calling the

toll-free number
155313. Officials said
criminal cases would be
registered immediately
against those found mis-
using the board’s logo.
During recent inspec-
tions, one private tanker
carrying the board’s logo
was seized and a crimi-
nal case was bhooked
against the operator.
Also Read - Suicide
Threats, Abuse, False
Cases Amount to Mental
Cruelty: Telangana HC
Director Ashok Reddy

directed field officials to
intensify inspections and
ensure strict monitoring
to prevent misuse of the
board’s name, logo and
brand identity. The
board also appealed to
the public to report any
such misuse to the near-
est water board office or
concerned officials, say-
ing public cooperation is
essential to curb illegal
activities and protect
confidence in official
water services

Maneka Gandhi launches
GHSPCA animal ambulance

Hyderabad: Greater
Hyderabad Society for
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals  (GHSPCA)
chief patron, animal
activist and former MP
Maneka Gandhi,
launched a new GHSP-
CA animal ambulance
and commenced a dona-
tion scheme here on
Saturday.Maneka, who
was in the city, inspected
the ongoing construction
works of multi-speciali-
ty animal hospital and
shelter at Begum Bazaar.
She said the long-pend-
ing construction works
would be completed
soon. Jain Guru Parshwa
yash Marashab was also
present.On the occasion
of Mahaveer Jayanti, the
GHSPCA is setting up
an awareness stall at

IN

Exhibition Ground,
Nampally and Imperial
Garden, Secunderabad.
GHSPCA invited inter-
ested citizens to its
awareness and donation
drive.The GHSPCA
team - Mahip Jain,
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Dinesh

Anchaliya,
Surender Bhandari, D
Joshi, Manoj Jain,
Yogesh Gosar, Hiten
Shah, Deepak
Vijaywargi, Soudharm
Bhandari, Siddhum
Bhandari, Akshay

. 5k 3 **f’t‘!ﬂ”&ﬁﬁ S I—

Baldota, Harini Rao,
Parth Shah, Taqgi Ali,
Sumeet Jain, Shubham
Jain, Bhakti, Sonal,
Aadya, Jasmat Patel,
Ajay Surana, Ajay and
Raguvir, among others
also participated.

West Asia conflict hits pickle-grade mango
Telangana farmers fear losses

exports,

MAHBUBABAD:

Export uncertainty has
hit mango farmers in
Mahbubabad this sea-
son, with orders for
pickle-grade raw man-
goes disrupted amid the
West Asia war. This has
raised fears of heavy
losses, as the wusual
March orders from the
USA, UAE and other
countries have not been
confirmed. With the
crop ready for harvest,
farmers say the lack of
export orders has deep-
ened concerns about
recovering their invest-
ment.According to data
obtained by the TNIE
from the Horticulture
department, farmers in
the district cultivate
export-quality raw man-
goes across about
13,000 acres. They said
nearly 200 tonnes of
mangoes are expected to
be exported. Last sea-
son, traders paid Rs
60,000 per tonne for
export-quality mangoes,
while this year they

expected around Rs
80,000 per
iR N

|
tonne.According to data
obtained by the TNIE
from the Horticulture
department, farmers in
the district cultivate
export-quality raw man-
goes across  about
13,000 acres.

Speaking to the TNIE, K
Somaiah, a farmer from
Thorrur mandal, said,
“We haven’t received

orders yet this season.
Usually, we get them in
March for pickle-mak-
ing.”G Raja Rao, a
farmer from Garla man-
dal, said,tonne.
According to data
obtained by the TNIE
from the Horticulture
department, farmers in
the district cultivate
export-quality raw man-

‘J

A

goes  across
13,000 acres.
Speaking to the TNIE, K
Somaiah, a farmer from
Thorrur mandal, said,
“We haven’t received
orders yet this season.
“The raw variety mango
crop is ready for export,
but there are no orders
so far, which is a huge
loss for farmers.”
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Suicide Threats, Abuse, False

Action Against Misuse of Board Cases Amount to Mental Cruelty:
LLogo on Private Tankers

Telangana HC Panel

Hyderabad: A two-
judge panel of the
Telangana High Court
ruled that repeated
threats of suicide, abu-
sive conduct, and intimi-
dation through threats of
false legal action consti-
tute mental cruelty. The
panel, comprising
Justice K. Lakshman
and Justice B. R.
Madhusudhan Rao, dis-
missed a Family Court
appeal filed by a wife
challenging an order
passed by the Family
Court at L.B. Nagar,
which dissolved the
marriage between the
parties in 2016. Also
Read - Part Time Job
Fraud Tops Cyberabad
Crime in 2025 It was
pointed out that the cou-
ple, married in 1999 at
Annavaram Temple as
er Hindu customs and
ave twins born in 2001.
It was contended that
over the years, disputes
arose between them,
leading the husband to
seek divorce on the
ground of mental cruel-
ty. The husband would
argue that the wife spent
excessive time on phone
calls with unknown per-
sons, which became a

recurring source of con-
flict. In support of his
claims, he produced call
data records covering
several months and
examined a witness,
which according to the
husband corroborated
frequent quarrels
between the couple and
disturbances caused in
their residential premis-
es. Also Read - Revanth
Reddy Launches
‘Tholimudda’ Breakfast
Scheme for Anganwadi
Children The witness
also supported the alle-
gation that the wife had
threatened to commit
suicide to pressurise the
husband. On the other
hand, the wife denied all
allegations and contend-
ed that she was subject-
ed to ill-treatment. She
would argue that her
husband often stayed
away from  home,
returned in an intoxicat-
ed condition, and failed
to discharge his respon-
sibilities. While admit-
ting the marital relation-
ship and the existence of
disputes, she disputed
the allegations relating
to her conduct and
phone usage. Also Read
- HMWSSB Warns of

Strict Action Against
Misuse of Board Logo
on Private Tankers The
panel, observed that the
version of hushand was
consistent and supported
by documentary evi-
dence, including call
data records, as well as
the testimony of an inde-
pendent witness.
Speaking for the panel,
Justice K. Lakshman
observed that such
behaviour causes deep
emotional distress and
creates an atmosphere of
fear and instability, mak-
ing it unreasonable to
expect the spouse to
continue the marital
relationship. Also Read -

Telangana ~ Assembly
Passes Resolution
Endorsing Govt's

Decision to Take Over
Hyderabad Metro The
panel further held that

mental cruelty can be
inferred from a pattern
of conduct and does not
necessarily require phys-
ical violence. The High
Court accordingly held
that there was no illegal-
ity or perversity in the
order i of the Telangana
High Court set aside a
government memo that
Corruption Bureau
(ACB) case against a
senior medical official to
departmental proceed-
ings, holding that such
action, without recorded
reasons, amounts to non-
application of mind and
undermines the criminal
process. The judge was
dealing with a writ peti-
tion filed by Dr.
Jyotindra Kumar Singh,
a cardiothoracic sur-
geon, that departmental
proceedings may contin-
ue independently.

Telangana facing silent crisis of cancer
due abysmally low cancer screening

Hyderabad: Telangana
is facing a silent crisis of
delayed detection of
cancer cases! The grim
scenario in Telangana
stems from the fact that
cases have climbed
every year, while the
screenin rate  has
remaine abysmally
low, leading to late-stage
detection, which is liter-
ally a death sentence for
the patient. Among men,
the most common cancer
is oral cancer but only
2.6 percent of men have
received a normal oral
cavity examination
meant to detect such
cancers. Among women,
breast cancer is the lead-
ing cause of malignancy
among women. And yet,
only 0.3 percent of the
women have undergone
a clinical breast exami-
nation. Just 3.3 percent
of women in Telangana
have ever been screened
for cervical cancer,
despite it being the sec-
ond most common can-
cer in women.

The alarming findings of
the Telangana Cancer
Burden Profile 2026,
released by the ICMR-
National Centre for

Disease Informatics and
Research (NCDIR) at
Nizams Institute of
Medical Sciences
(NIMS) on Friday, indi-
cated near-total absence
of preventive screening
among the most vulnera-
ble age groups of 30 to
49 years of individuals.

Because the vast majori-
ty of the population is
not being screened, can-
cers are being detected
only after they have
spread, making treat-
ment significantly more
difficult and expensive.

A staggering 55 percent
of men and 62 percent of
women are diagnosed
only at the distant
Metastasis stage (stage
4?, where the cancer has
already spread to other
organs, the report said.
Tobacco remains the sin-
gle largest preventable
cause of cancer in
Telangana state,
accounting for 58.8 per-
cent of all male cancers
and 29.7 percent of
female cancers.

The cmulative effect of
these screening failures
is a rising tide of new
cases that the state’s
healthcare infrastructure

must now prepare for. In
2026, women in
Telangana bear a higher
burden with 25,510 esti-
mated new cases, com-
pared to 21,252 for men.
The report projects
1,199 new cancer cases
among children and ado-
lescents (0 to 19 years)
this year alone.

“There is a definite need
to strengthen our ability
at early detection of can-
cers, public awareness
and ensuring affordable
treatment facilities. It is

quite clear that cancer is
steadily on the rise in

Telangana,” Director,
NIMS, Prof. Nagari
Bheerappa, who

released the report, said.
Principal Investigator of
the Cancer Registry and
Director of MNJ Cancer
Hospital, Dr Sadas
hivudu Gundeti said that
a healthy lifestyle, regu-
lar health check-ups, and
screening programs play
a vital role in cancer pre-
vention.

Bandh in Nirmal over assault on
paediatrician observed peacefully

Nirmal: A day-long
bandh or closure of com-
mercial establishments
called by local MLA
Aleti Maheshwar Reddy
against assault on a pedi-
atrician is going on
peacefully ere  on
Saturday.Commercial
establishments and edu-
cational institutions,
including private
schools and colleges,
remained closed across
the district following the
bandh call. BJP cadres
were seen moving on the
roads to ensure the
establishments shut their
businesses as part of the
protest. Police personnel
were deployed at key
junctions in the district
centre to avoid untoward

incidents in the wake of
the bandh call.A bandh
called by Nirmal MLA
Aleti Maheshwar Reddy
against the assault on a
senior paediatrician was
observed peacefully on
Saturday. Shops and
educational institutions
remained closed, while
police were deployed
across the district to pre-
vent untoward incidents.
Maheshwar Reddy, who
called on the pediatri-
cian, condemned the
incident on Friday. He
demanded that the police
arrest the assailants
within 24 hours. He crit-
icised the police for their
negligence in the probe.
On March 26 evening,
Santosh Raj, a senior

pediatrician working in a
private hospital was
assaulted by patient’s
relatives over the treat-
ment cost, prompting
doctors fraternity to
launch a protest against
the incident. The doctors

—

. Y

withdrew the protest
when the Collector
Abhilasha Abhinav
assured justice. IMA
Telangana condemned
the assault and sought
immediate arrest of the
culprits.
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Drunkenness, nuisance in Metro

trains may now at

New Delhi: The Centre
has proposed amendments
to the Metro Railways
(Operation and
Maintenance) Act, 2002
through the Jan Vishwas
(Amendment of
Provisions) Bill, 2026,
under which penalties for
drunkenness, taking offen-
sive materials or demon-
stration have  been
increased from the exist-
ing Rs 500 to Rs 2,500.
The Bill was introduced in
the Lok Sabha on Friday
by Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry
Jitin Prasada.Rupali Cha
kankar resigns as NCP
women’s wing chief amid
row over rape-accused
‘godman’The  proposed
amendments seek to
replace certain criminal
punishments with mone-
tary penalties, increase
penalty amounts, intro-
duce specific definitions,
update statutory refer-
ences and modify the
chapter heading.

In Secton 10, the Bill pro-
poses to substitute the ref-
erence to “section 21 of
the Indian Penal Code (45
of 1860)” with “clause
(28) of section 2 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023 (45 of 2023)”.
Further, in Section 59(1),

covering drunkenness or
nuisance or spitting or sit-
ting on the floor in the
train or quarrelling, and
Section 60(1), covering
taking offensive materials,
the provision of punish-
ment with a fine which
may extend to Rs 500 is
proposed to be replaced
with a penalty which may
extend to Rs 2,500.

In the past, there have
been several instances of
commuters travelling in a
drunken state in the Metro.
Recently, in two reported
cases, passengers were
found on the tracks. On a
daily basis, male passen-
gers are seen travelling in
the female coach.

If any commuter writes or
pastes anything in com-
partments and refuses to
take it down, then under
Section 62 (3), the existing
provision of imprisonment
up to six months, or fine
up to Rs 1,000, or both-
opinion or  feelings
involviopinion or feelings
involving protests, rallies,
marches, gatherings or
processions, sit-ins and
picketing, which may dis-
rupt Metro operations and
inconvenience the public.
Further, a new clause (t) is
proposed to define “tick-
et” as any authority to

travel, including ticket,
token, smart card, multi-
modal transport card or
any other travel instru-
ment authorised by the
Metro rail administration.
ng protests, rallies, march-
es, gatherings or proces-
sions, sit-ins and picket-
ing, which may disrupt
Metro operations and
inconvenience the public.
Further, a new clause (t) is
proposed to define “tick-
et” as any authority to
travel, including ticket,
token, smart card, multi-
modal transport card or
any other travel instru-
ment authorised by the
Metro rail administration.

tract Rs 2500 fine

also proposed to be
changed from “Offence
and Penalties” to *“Off
ences and Contra ven-
tions”.As part of the
amendments, in Section
2(1) of the Act, a new
clause (ba) is proposed to
define “demonstration” as
a public display of group
opinion or feelings involv-
ing  protests, rallies,
marches, gatherings or
processions, sit-ins and
picketing, which may dis-
rupt Metro operations and
inconvenience the public.
Further, a new clause (t) is
proposed to define “tick-
et” as any authority to
travel, including ticket,

token, smart card, multi-
modal opinion or feelings
involving protests, rallies,
marches, gatherings or
processions, sit-ins and
picketing, which may dis-
rupt Metro operations and
inconvenience the public.
Further, a new clause (t) is
proposed to define “tick-
et” as any authority to
travel, including ticket,
token, smart card, multi-
modal transport card or
any other travel instru-
ment authorised by the
Metro rail administration.
transport card or any other
travel instrument autho-
rised by the etro rail
administration.

Thousands witness celestial wedding In
Andhra's Prakasam district

ONGOLE: The auspi-
cious Sri Rama Navami
festival was celebrated
across the district on
Friday with traditional rit-
uals including Ramayana
recitations, bhajan ses-
sions, and the
Kalyanotsavam (celestial
wedding) of Lord Rama
and Goddess Sita.
Temples witnessed heavy
crowds from early morn-
ing as devotees offered
prayers.State ministers Dr
Dola Sree Bala Veeran
janeya  Swamy  and
Gottipati Ravi Kumar,
along with MLAs and dis-
trict officials, extended
festival greetings to citi-

zens.At the Ongole Police
Quarters Sri Sita
Ramachandra Swamy
Devasthanam, Superi ten-
dent of Police V Harsha
vardhan Raju and his wife
Sruthi performed a special
pooja and led the
Kalyanotsavam by offer-
ing silk robes and talam-
bralu to the deities.

Ongole MP Magunta
Srinivasulu Reddy, MLA
Damacharla  Janardhan
Rao with his wife Naga
Satya Latha, SN Padu
MLA BN Vijay Kumar,
OUDA Chairman Shaik
Riyaz, and several com-
munity  leaders  also
attended. Priests blessed

devotees with  Vedic chants, prasadam, and sesha vastram.

Landmark ruling on Converted
Christians SC status: It all began
with land grab for Church

ONGOLE: An alleged
occupation of a private
family land parcel in
Kothapalem village of
Pittalavanipalem mandal
in Bapatla district, where a
temporar Christian
prayer hall was reportedly
set up, has culminated in a
significant Supreme Court
order on the Scheduled
Caste (SC) status of con-
verted Christians.

At the centre of the legal
battle is Akkala Rami
Reddy, a Bapatla district-
based advocate, who pur-
sued the case from a local
court to the apex court.
The recent Supreme Court
order held that persons
who convert to religions
other than Hinduism,
Sikhism or Buddhism are
not eligible for Scheduled
Caste status. Speaking to
the TNIE on Friday, Rami
Reddy said the judgment
marked the end of a long
legal fight that began with
a dispute over his family’s
land in his native village.
upreme Court delivered
justice in my years-long
legal fight over the issue.

It will be an eye-opening
judgment for the public
who were blindly support-
ing religious conversions
through preachers and
pastors of other religions,
who tempted people with
sweet words, welfare
schemes, health support
and financial assistance,”
he said.

Rami Reddy, an LLB
graduate from a middle-
class agricultural family in
Kothapalem, said he
returned to the village in
2020 after completing his
studies in Hyderabad. It
was then that he found that
a 0.14-acre parcel of his
family land, which had
been temporarily given to
a distant relative for use as
a cattle shed, had alleged-
ly been converted into a
Christian prayer hall.
According to him, the rel-
ative had converted to
Christianity and under the
influence  of  Pastor
Chintada Anand, Pastor
Anil and others, changed
the site into a place of
worship. Rami Reddy said
he objected strongly,

sought to reclaim the
land and installed an
Anjaneya Swam?/ idol
and announced plans to
construct a small tem-
ple there. He also
approached the author-
ities, alleging illegal
occupation and reli-
gious miuse of the
property.He alleged
that some pastors,
through converted vil-
lagers, later contacted him
and asked him to permit
the construction of a full-
fledged church on the site.
When he refused, they
allegedly threatened to file
a case against him under
the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act. We’ll seek
cancellation of pastor’s
SC certificate: Rami
“With this, in 2021, the
pastor and his men made
false complaints against
me and pressured the
police authorities through
the then State SC
Commission to register a
false SC/ST atrocities case
against us, alleging that
my family members and |
had threatened them and

—~

abused them in the name
of their caste.
They also used political
Bressure to try and send us
ehind bars. As an advo-
cate, | knew they were
making false and illegal
complaints against my
family and me, and that is
when lem. |, along with a
few family members and
relatives, was sent to jail
for a short period. We later
ot bail and continued our
egal fight.” he said.Rami
Reddy said the matter
eventually moved from a
local court in Bapatla to
the Supreme Court. “We
made 1t clear before the
courts that the site belongs
to our family and that

Pastor Anand does not
belong to the SC commu-
nity, as he is a converted
Christian, is preaching
Christianity and has been
involved in religious con-
versions for a long time.
Therefore, the SC/ST
Atrocities Act should not
be invoked in such a case.
Finally, the apex court
gave a historic order in
this regard,” he said.

He added that he would
now approach the authori-
ties seeking cancellation
of the pastor’s SC certifi-
cate. “Now, we are going
to appeal to the concerned
authorities to cancel his
SC certificate with effect,”
he told TNIE.

JSW expedites Kadapa Steel
Plant work in Andhra

s

awaited Kadapa Steel
Plant, a dream of the
people of Kadapa and
the Rayalaseema
region for nearly two
decades, is finally
moving forward with
renewed momentum.
After years of uncer-
tainty and delays,
concrete steps are
now being taken
towards establishing
the plant under the
name JSW Rayal
aseema Steel Plant

The project, which
was initially pro-
posed under the YSR
Steel  Corporation
during the previous
overnment, saw
oundation and prep
aratory ceremonies
conducted earlier. It
has now been taken
over by JSW, which
has entered into an
agreement with the
government to set up
the plant with an
investment of Rs
16,350 crore in two
phases. With the
company initiating
key steps, hopes have
once again risen
among the people of
the region.In a major
development, 1,100
acres of land has been

KADAPA: The long-

officially transferred

from YSR Steel Cor
poration for the proj-
ect. The Andhra
Pradesh  Industrial
Infrastructure ~ Cor
oration (APIIC) com-
pleted the sale agree-
ment with JSW on
Wednesday. The
company has paid Rs
55 crore to APIIC as
part of the agreement,
marking the comple-
tion of land acquisi-
tion for the plant.
Additionally, envi-
ronmental clearances
obtained earlier under
the YSR Steel Corpo
ration are expected to
be transferred to the
new project entityThe
steel plant will be
established in
Sunnapurallapalle
and Peddadandluru
areas of Ja mmala-
madugu mandal.
JSW plans to invest a
total of Rs 16,350
crore in two
phases.In the first
phase, Rs 4,500 crore
will be invested to set
up a plant with a
capacity of 1 million
tonnes, targeted for
completion by April
2029. This phase is
expected to generate
employment for

around 1,000 people.
The second phase

will  involve an
investment of Rs
11,850 crore to

expand capacity by
an additional 2 mil-
lion tonnes, with
completion  sched-
uled by April 2034.
This phase is expect-
ed to provide jobs for
about 1,500 people.
The project also ful-
fils a promise made
by Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu
during the State-level
Mahanadu held in
Kadapa last May,
where he assured that
work on the steel
plant would com-
mence soon.
Although there was
some delay, the proj-
ect is now set to
begin. The plant is
expected to generate
large-scale employ-
ment opportunities
not only directly but
also through ancillary
industries.
APIIC Zonal Ch
irman Srinivasa
Murthy  confirmed
that the sale agree-
ment  has een
finalised and JSW
has paid Rs 55 crore
for land acquisition.

BJP MP Raises Journalists'
Safety Issue In Lok Sabha,
Seeks Welfare Policy

Narmadapuram:

Hoshangabad-Nar
singhpur  (Madhya
Pradesh) Member of
Parliament Darshan
Singh Chaudhary of
the BJP raised the
issue of journalists'
safety and accounta-
bility during Zero
Hour in the Lok
Sabha on Friday. He
stressed the need for
stronger protections.
He said journalism is
the fourth pillar of
democracy, yet jour-
nalists continue to
lack adequate safety
measures and facili-
ties, despite their cru-
cial role in bridging
the gap between the
government and the
public.alling journal-
ists a strong link b
tween  governance
and citizens, the Lok
Sabha MP said they
ensure accountability
and raise awareness
in society. However,

those working in the
field face multiple
risks. He urged the
government to for-
mulate a comprehen-
sive "Journalists' Safe

ty and  Welfare
Policy".The Hos
hangabad-Nars ingh-
pur MP suggested
that the policy should
include robust securi-
ty arrangements at
workplaces and dur-
ing field reporting.
He also demanded
the restoration of a 50
per cent concession
in railway travel for
journalists.He pro-
posed life and health
insurance for journal-
ists and their fami-
lies, educational sup-
port for their chil-
dren, and housing or
plot allotmen of a 50
per cent concession
in railway travel for
journalists.He pro-
posed life and t. He
also recommended

toll fee concessions
on national and state
highways."When the
pen is safe, the truth
will emerge fearless-
ly and democracy

will become
stronger," Chaudhary
said,  emphasising

that journalists’ safe-
ty is directly linked to
the strength  of
democracy.He also
raised concerns about
misuse in the name of
journalism, stressing
the need to protect
honest  journalists
while taking strict
action against those

involved in black-
mailing or unethical
practices.

Chaudhary called for
government coopera-
tion with states to
build a transparent,
accountable system
that upholds journal-
ism's dignity and
strengthens democra-
cy.
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