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Harish Rao slams Congress, BJP over Women’s
Reservation Bill, Telangana remarks

Jagtial: Former Minister
and BRS Deputy Floor
Leader T Harish Rao on
Saturday accused both the
Congress and the BJP of
doing injustice to women
by linking the Women’s
Reservation Bill to delimi-
tation, alleging that the
two national parties were
misleading the public.

Addressing the media
here, he claimed that the
“unholy nexus” between
the Congress and the BJP
had been exposed. He
pointed out that while BJP
leaders were calling for
protests against Congress
leaders, Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy attended a
breakfast meeting hosted
by  Union Minister
Bhupathiraju  Srinivasa
Varma.“lIs this the hybrid
principle of Revanth
Reddy? | fail to under-
stand whether Congress
leaders like Rahul Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi are fol-
lowing these cross-breed
principles,” Harish Rao
remarked.Questioning the
intent of both parties, he
said that if they were gen-
uinely  committed to
women’s reservation, the
bill could have been
implemented immediately.
“Linking it to delimitation

only delays justice. Both
parties are enacting dra-
mas and cheating
women,” he alleged.

He recalled that the BRS
government under K
Chandrashekhar  Rao’s
leadership had passed a
unanimous resolution in
the  first  Telangana
Assembly seeking reser-
vation for women in legis-
latures and had forwarded
it to the Centre.Harish Rao
criticised both parties for
shifting blame over the
bill’s fate in Parliament,
with the Congress target-
ing the NDA government
and the BJP blaming the
Congress.The former
Minister also faulted the
Chief Minister for not
responding to remarks
made by BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya regarding the for-
mation of Telangana. He
alleged that Revanth
Reddy was maintaining
“strategic silence.”
“Revanth Reddy has not
condemned Tejasvi
Surya’s comments so far.
Does he fear that ‘Bade
Bhai’ might get angry?” he
asked.Condemning Sury
a’s comparison of
Telangana’s  formation
with the India-Pakistan
partition, Harish Rao

1 ' ,,‘

termed it an insult to the
self-respect of the people.
He asserted that Telangana
was formed constitutional-
ly under Article 3 after a
prolonged democratic
struggle.He also criticised
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy for defending the
remarks instead of con-
demning them  and
demanded an uncondition-
al apology from the BJP.
Calling the silence of MPs
from both Congress and
BJP in Telangana “deeply
disappointing,” he ques-
tioned why they had failed
to uphold the State’s digni-
ty in Parliament.

“BRS MPs in the Rajya
Sabha strongly countered

the misleading statements
by Union Ministers and
ensured corrections in
official 7 he
added. Congress The for-
mer Minister also faulted
the Chief Minister for not
responding to remarks
made by BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya regarding the for-
mation of Telangana. He
alleged that Revanth
Reddy was maintaining
“strategic silence.”

“Revanth Reddy has not
condemned Tejasvi
Surya’s comments so far.
Does he fear that ‘Bade
Bhai’ might get angry?” he
asked.Condemning Sury
a’s comparison of
Telangana’s  formation

with the India-Pakistan
partition, Harish Rao
termed it an insult to the
self-respect of the people.
He asserted that Telangana
was formed constitutional-
ly under Article 3 after a
prolonged democratic
struggle.He also criticised
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy for defending the
remarks instead of con-
demning  them  and
demanded an uncondition-
al afJology from the BJP.
Calling the silence of MPs
from both Congress and
BJP in Telangana “deeply
disappointing,” he ques-
tioned why they had failed
to uphold the State’s digni-
ty in Parliament.

Old Biju Guard Regroups As Odisha Nagarik
Manch Debuts, Signals Churn In BJD

Bhubaneswar: The
launch of Odisha Nagarik
Manch on Friday, coincid-
ing with the death anniver-
sary of former Chief
Minister Biju Patnaik, has
added a new dimension to
Odisha’s evolving politi-
cal landscape, hinting at
an emerging consolidation
of the “old Biju guard” at a
time of visible churn with-
in the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD). Held at the audito-
rium of Odisha University
of  Agriculture  and
Technology, the gathering
brought together several
veteran leaders and long-
time associates of Biju
Patnaik, many of whom
have, over the years,
found themselves dis-
tanced from the core
power structure of the
party founded in his name.
Also Read - Pune Airport
Runway Temporarily
Unavailable Due to
Incident Involving 1AF
Aircraft Among those
present were senior lead-
ers such as Bijoy
Mohapatra, Dilip Ray,
Arvind Mohapatra,
Soumya Ranjan Patnaik,
Amar Satpathy and Pravat
Tripathy, along with
lawyers, intellectuals and
supporters from across the
State. While the organisers
projected the Manch as a
non-political, ideological

platform to uphold Biju
Patnaik’s legacy, the sub-
text of the event suggested
a deeper political under-
current. Also Read -
Bangladesh's Request for
Hasina's Extradition
Under 'Judicial and Legal
Process' Speakers repeat-
edly emphasised that the
legacy of Biju Pathaik
transcends individuals and
should be rooted in gover-
nance ideals such as
decentralisation, inclusivi-
ty and empowerment.
Bijoy Mohapatra, widely
seen as the key force
behind the initiative,
framed the Manch as a
corrective  effort. He
stressed that Biju
Patnaik’s vision centred
on empowering women,
backward classes and
youth, and called for a
return to those principles.
His remarks—particularly
the reference to aspira-
tions being “buried” dur-
ing a prolonged regime—
were widely interpreted as
an indirect critique of the
leadership style under
Naveen Patnaik. Also
Read - Kabir At Calcutta
HC For Probe Into Deal
Videos On Him Echoing
this sentiment, Dilip Ray
underlined that “Biju lega-
cy is not about ‘who’ but
about ‘what’,” reinforcing
the idea that the move-

ment is less about leader-
ship succession and more
about ideological reclama-
tion. The timing of the
Manch’s launch is signifi-
cant. It comes in the back-
drop of growing unease
within the BJD, which has
been led by Naveen
Patnaik since its formation
in 1997. Critics within the
party have increasingly
pointed to centralisation of
power and limited space
for senior leaders. Also
Read - Lok Sabha Clashes
Over Delimitation:
Opposition Fears ‘Assault
on Federalism’  As
Government Pushes
Amendment Bills Recent
political  developments
have amplified these ten-

sions. The cross-voting by
six BJD MLAs in favour
of a BJP-backed Rajya
Sabha candidate—ironi-
cally Dilip Ray himself—
resulted in the defeat of
the party’s official nomi-

nee, Datteswar Hota,
exposing cracks within the
organisation. Additionally,
the party’s defeat in the
2024 Assembly elections
has triggered introspec-
tion, with some leaders
attributing the setback to
over-centralisation and the
growing influence of for-
mer bureaucrat V.
Karthikeyan Pandian in
party affairs. Though the
Odisha Nagarik Manch
has not formally posi-
tioned itself as a political

alternative, its composi-
tion and messaging indi-
cate a possible attempt to
regroup leaders who trace
their ideological roots to
Biju Patnaik but feel alien-
ated in the current political
framework. “For now, the
Manch presents itself as a
socio-political platform
aimed at reviving debate
around governance values.
However, its future trajec-
tory—whether it remains
an intellectual forum or
evolves into a more
assertive political forma-
tion—will depend on how
the internal dynamics
within the BJD unfold in
the coming months,” said
political analyst Prasanna
Mohanty.

Defeat Of Delimitation Bill Exposes
BJP"'s Dlscomfort TMC's Abhishek

Kolkata : TMC national
general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee assert-
ed that the fallout from the
defeat of the delimitation
bill in the Lok Sabha has
exposed the BJP's "dis-
comfort" in full public
view. Banerjee, consid-
ered number 2 in the TMC
hierarchy, on Friday said
that the NDA government
must immediately act to
implement women's reser-
vation. The Constitution
Amendment Bill to imple-
ment 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women in legisla-
tures in 2029 and increase
the number of Lok Sabha
seats to 816 was defeated
in the lower house of
Parliament on Friday. Also
Read - Bengaluru Court

Sentences Cong MLA
Vinay Kulkarni To Life
Imprisonment In a post on

X, Banerjee said, "The
fallout from the defeat of
the Delimitation Bill in the
Lok Sabha is exposing the
BJP's discomfort for all to
see." Referring to the
development in the Lok
Sabha, Banerjee said the

bill was reject-
ed by the oppo-
sition INDIA
bloc over con-
cerns about
fairness. "The
om attempt to

“ expand the Lok
Sabha to 850
seats and push
delimitation
based on the
2011 Census
raised serious concerns
about fairness and bal-
ance," he said. Also Read -
SC Asks Cong Leader
Pawan Khera To Move
Assam Court For
Anticipatory Bail
Launching a sharp attack
on the Centre, the TMC
MP added, "The NDA
government is clearly on

borrowed time and the
illusion of control is
beginning to crumble in
plain sight." While 298
members voted in support
of the bill in the Lok
Sabha, 230 MPs voted
against it. Out of 528
members who voted, the
bill required 352 votes for
a two-thirds majority. On
reservation, Banerjee
underscored that the law
guaranteeing a 33 per cent
qguota for women has
already been passed unan-
imously in September
2023 and has been in force
since April 16, 2026. Also
Read - Women Quota
Law: Voting On 3 Bills In
LS To Be Held At 4 PM
Friday "If the NDA gov-
ernment is serious, it

should immediately bring
forward the bill to notify
one-third of the seats. Do
it now," he said. He further
claimed that the TMC has
gone beyond legislative
intent and ensured over 41
per cent representation of
women in Parliament. The
bill also proposed a corre-
sponding increase in the
number of seats in the
assemblies of states and
Union Territories to facili-
tate a 33 per cent reserva-
tion for women. The oppo-
sition parties had main-
tained that they were will-
ing to support implemen-
tation of women's reserva-
tion, provided it was
delinked from the con-
tentious delimitation exer-
cise.

TN has defeated NDA
even before polls: Stalin

DINDIGUL/THENI
Referring to the
defeat of the delimi-
tation Bill in Par lia-
ment, Chief Minister
and DMK president
M K Stalin on Friday
said the NDA has
been defeated even
before the Assembly
elections had taken
place.Speaking in a
campaign meeting at
Dindigul, Stalin said
“Even before elec-
tions, the NDA has
faced defeat. This
isn’t a new one, but
still a historic victory.
Tamil Nadu has
defeated the egoistic
BJP. NDA members
questioned the black
attire and raising of
black flags by oppo-
sition parties. But this
isn’t enough. The real
defeat should be
handed to them on
April 23. BJP should-
n’t dare touch Tamil
Nadu, otherwise they
will feel the heat.”
This is Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s first major
defeat in his 12-year
regime, Stalin said.
“This is the first time
Edappadi K Palanis
wami has faced a
massive defeat even
before the election.
Black shirts have
defeated the saffron
army. This amend-
ment was brought in
the name of the
Women’s Re serva-
tion Bill, and the
INDIA bloc has
defeated them,” he
added.Regarding the
Bill, he said that there
was no clarification

prowded
delimitation.  The
centre says Tamil
Nadu’s representa-
tion will not be
affected, but that is
not what is written in
the actual law, he
added.Earlier, speak-
ing in Andipatti,
Stalin accused the
union government of
engaging in divisive
and  hatred-driven
politics against
Tamils, and attempt-
ed to reduce the num-
ber of MPs from
Tamil Nadu through
delimitation.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Union Home

Minister Amit Shah
claim that the number
of MP seats in Tamil
Nadu would increase
after delimitation, but
it is not true, the num-
bers will drastically
reduce,” he said.

“As long as the DMK
remains in power in
the state, BJP’s saf-
fron politics cannot
take root,” he added,
calling for a continu-
ous struggle against
such forces. “In order
to ensure social jus-
tice and rights of
Tamil Nadu, support-
ers of dictatorial BJP
must be wiped out
from the state,” he
said.“We are connect-
ing with voters by
explaining the wel-
fare schemes and
how effectively they
have been 1mple-
mented. On the other
hand, AIADMK chief
Palaniswami is
shamelessly  cam-

paigning for the
NDA,” Stalin said.

Further, Stalin indi-
rectly attacked
AMMK president T T
V Dhinakaran, stat-
ing, “There is another
slave in the NDA
who is famous for
briblaignar,  Tamil
Nadu has always
stood for justice, dig-
nity and federalism.
The south stood unit-
ed and made its voice
heard. ~Democracy
prevailed.”g that
DMK never opposed
delimitation, he said
that the party asked
for fairness, for a
process that is con-

sulted, thought
through and agreed
upon. “Not one

pushed through for
po with delimitation
which requires care-
ful thoughtgai
described it as *“a sig-
nificant moment that
reflects the dignity of
democracy,” calling
it a victory for Opp
osition Leader Rahul
Gandhi and the
INDIA bloc’s united
resistance. He also
said that the alliance
would “firmly act for
public welfare” in the

times ahead.
VCK general secre-
tary and MP D

Ravikumar called it a
“humiliating defeat”
for the Modi govern-
ment, and said “con-
spiracy to eliminate
southern states
through delimitation
using women’s
reservation as a
smokescreen — has
been foiled.”

Judicial Independence Must
Include Freedom From Al
Influence: Justice Nagarathna

Bengaluru: Supreme
Court judge Justice B
V Nagarathna on
Saturday said that
judicial  independ-
ence in the modern
era is not just free-
dom from external
power, but also free-
dom from algorith-
mic influence. She
said the future of jus-
tice cannot be shaped
by Artificial Intel
igence (Al) alone, but
must be determined
by judges supported
by tools, yet always
guided by constitu-
tional values, the rule
of law, and a commit-
ment to equity and
fairness. Also Read -
Narendra Modi
Controlled by Trump,
Wants Same in TN:
Rahul Gandhi Justice
Nagarathna was
speaking at the 22nd
Biennial State-Level
Conference of Judic
ial Officers, themed

‘Reimagining the
Judiciary in the Era
of Artificial Intell

igence’, organised by
the Karnataka State
Judicial Officers
Association. "The
principle that must
remain absoluteI?/
unchanged amid all
this change is the rule
of law. No matter
how advanced tech-

nolo%y becomes the
foundation of our
judiciary cannot and
must not shift," she
said. "The rule of law
is not a technical con-
cept; it is a moral and
constitutional com-
mitment that ensures
fairness, equality, and
accountability,” she
added. Also Read -
Cabinet Clears 2 pc
DA/DR Hike For
Central Government
Employees, Pe nsion-
ers Justice Naga rath-
na emphasised that,
in this context, artifi-
cial intelligence must
always remain on the
periphery as a tool,
an aid, and a support
system, but never the
core of decision-mak-
ing. "The core must
always be human
judgment, guided by
legal reasoning, con-
stitutional values, and
a deep sense of jus-
tice. If at any point
technology begins to
replace human judg-

ment, we risk weak-
ening the very institu-
tion of the judiciary
that we are trying to

strengthen," she said.
Also Read - War of
Words Erupts
Between BJP, Op
position Over Co
endment Bill Defeat
Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, Supreme
Court Judge Aravind
Justice of the Court
Vibhu Bakhru were
among those present
at the event. Stating
that Al must respect
the experience, dis-
cretion, and role of
judges as guardians
of justice, she said
that excessive
reliance on Al could-
influence," she said.
At a broader
level,ants who often
wait years, some-
times across genera-
tions, for resolution,"
she said. ™"Justice
involveswith a deep
sense of responsibili-
ty," she added.
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Traffic woes worsen on NH
44 stretch near Bahadurpura
In Hyderabad

Hyderabad: Driving on
the road stretch between
Petlaburj city police
headquarters and Dargah
Hazrat Muhammad
Abdul Qadeer Siddiqui
Quadri, Bahadurpura, on
the National Highway
44 in the city is proving
to be a difficult task for
the motorists.The fre-
guent slowdown of traf-
fic movement is causing
hardship for the trav-
ellers and consuming
their travel time during
peak hours. “It takes
around 10 minutes to
cover the distance
between police head-
quarters and Dargah
Hazrat Muhammad
Abdul Qadeer Siddiqui
Quadri during peak
hours. During normal
times, it is just a three-
minute commute,” com-
plains Mohd Rahmath
Ali, a resident of
Bahadurpura.

Despite the presence of
traffic police at the
stretch, the road condi-

tions are not in favour of
commuters. The road-
side near Puranapul cre-
matorium is badly dam-
aged and the pavement
is encroached, reducing
the road width. Near the
bus stop, the manhole
covers are broken, fur-
ther compounding the
woes of the motorists.

“The buses also stop for
a minute or two on the
busy road to pick up pas-
sengers. It is also affect-
ing the free flow of traf-
fic on the busy road dur-
ing the evening,” point-
ed out Shiva Krishna, a
resident of Shivaram
pally.The road, being
part of the NH 44, wit-
nesses a huge volume of
traffic throughout the
day, which increases
during afternoon up the
road repair works. “Due
to the current situation,
more traffic policemen
are depls and evenings
when district-bound
buses enter and leave the
city. The stretch between

the Dargah Muhammed
Abdul Qadeer and the
Puranapul Darwaza is
narrow and struggles to
accommodate the huge
volume of traffic, result-
ing in the traffic slowing
down.The traffic police,
on the other hand, point
out that they have asked
the GHMC and the other
agencies concerned to
take up the road repair
works. “Due to the cur-

rent situation, more traf-
fic  policemen are
deployed on the road
stretch to streamline the
traffic. Also, a road
divider was erected on
the road to streamline
the traffic flow on either
side of the road. This is
the maximum that can
be done here due to road
width issues,” said a
traffic police official.

Ex-BRS MLA’s Son
Surrenders 1n 2022 Jubilee
Hills Hit-and-Run Case

Hyderabad

. Mohammed Raheel
Aamir, son of former
BRS MLA Shakeel
Ahmed, surrendered
before the Jubilee Hills
police in connection
with the 2022 hit-and-
run case, following court
directions. The Jubilee
Hills police had earlier
gathered evidence of
Raheel’s role in the inci-
dent, where his SUV ran
over a woman and killed
her eight-month-old son
at Jubilee Hills on
March 18, 2022. It may
be recalled that after a
separate accident at
Praja Bhavan, where he
crashed into a barricade,
Raheel was taken for a
breathalyser test. In that
case, the accused report-
edly attempted to evade
responsibility by naming
another individual.
However,  Punjagutta
police identified Raheel
as the accused using
technical evidence and

3

arrested him. Also Read
- Part Time Job Fraud
Tops Cyberabad Crime
in 2025 Duringwas later
granted bail and report-
edly left for Dubai.
Police then the investi-
gation, officers found
negligence by the

-3

.

Punjagutta police in han-
dling Aamir's accident
case. Several police offi-
cers were transferred
over allegations that
they had deliberately
sabotaged the probe. The
investigation has been
prolonged as a result. He

24
T

was later granted bail
and reportedly left for
Dubai. Police then
issued a lookout notice
against him. The court
recently directed him to
surrender, after which he
returned and complied
with the order.

GHMC intensifies drive against footpath

eNncroac

Hyderabad: The Gr
eater Hyderabad Mu nic-
ipal Corporation (GH
MC) intensified its foot-
path encroachments clea
rance drive on Saturday,
with demolitions carried
out in key zones.The
drive began at 7 am
amid police force and
involved clearing encr
oachments on footpaths.
The areas where the
drive was taken wup
included  Badangpet,
Santoshnagar, Rajendra
Nag?]ar, Attapur, Karwan,
Mehdipatnam, Kha
iratabad and K avadigu-
da, Shamshabad, Rajen
dranagar, Ch arminar,
Golconda, Kha irat abad
and Secunderabad Zon
€s.GhmcGHMC  depl
oyed earth movers in all
areas identified as criti-
cal for footpath encro
achments within GHMC
limits. These included
Kandikal bridge to
Chatrinaka junction, A
ramgarh area, Me hdi-

patnam and
Gudimalkapur  areas,
Kachiguda  junction,

/

Maheshwachments
within GHMC lim- -
its. These included
Kandikal bridge to
Chatrinaka junction,
A ramgarh area, Me |
hdipatnam and
Gudimalkapur areas,

Kachigudri-Param g

eshwarl theatre, [
Sultan Bazar, near [§
Andhra Bank Signal
(Sultan Bazar),
Gandhi Hospital and
Padmarao Nagar.

hments across Hyderabad
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Telangana High Court Extends Interim Protection To
DIG Abhishek Mohanty; Retains Him In Telangana

Hyderabad: A two-
judge bench of the
Telangana High
Court extended
interim protection to
Abhishek Mohanty,
deputy inspector-
general of police,
directing his servic-
es be retained in the
state pending further
hearing. A panel of

Justice P. Sam
Koshy and Justice
Narsing Rao

Nandikonda admit-
ted a fresh writ plea
by Mohanty chal-
lenging the orders of
the Central Adm inis
trative Tribunal
(CAT) concerning
his allocation betwe
en Telangana and An
dhra Pradesh. The
petitioner challeng
ed an order of CAT
decided on February
12, along with relat-
ed communications
and orders. The dis-
pute traced its origin
to the cadre alloca-
tion process under-
taken pursuant to the
AP Reorganisation
Act, 2014. It was
argued that guide-
lines framed on the
recommendations of
the Pratyush Sinha
committee were
given statutory
force, and allocation
of All India Service
officers had earlier
been the subject of
extensive litigation

before the Central
Administrative Trib
unal as well as the
High Court. It was
the case of the peti-
tioner that allocation
was required to be
undertaken in accor-
dance with the
approved guidelines
by considering fac-
tors such as option
exercised, domicile,
seniority and equi-

table distribution.
Earlier judicial rul-
ings upheld the

validity of the guide-
lines while directing
reconsideration of
individual  griev-
ances. It was alleged
that the CAT failed
to undertake such an
exercise while
rejecting claim of
petitioner. The panel
observed that an ear-
lier division bench
permitted the peti-
tioner to continue in
Telangana as he con-
tinued to discharge
his duties in the state
despite the adverse
CAT order, the court

extended

interim
protection and
directed that his

services shall con-
tinue to be retained
in Telangana until
the next date of
hearing. The matter
was posted to July 1
for hearing. Also
Read - Parbail in
attack case The
Telangana High
Court granted antici-
patory bail to a man
accused of attacking
the father-in-law of
sarargued that the
petitioner suffered
from serious health
Issues, having
undergone hip
replays  women’s
quota not followed
Justice N. Tukaramji
of the Telangana
High Court ordered
notice in a writ peti-
tion challenging the
election of an execu-
tive member to the
Kukatpally Bar
Association on the
ground that reserva-
tion for women was
not followed. The

writ petition was
filed by Anupama
Kolluri, who con-
tended that two
posts earmarked for
women were not
filled in accordance
with the requirement
of 33 per cent reser-
vation despite her
securing the highest
votes among women
candidates. It was
her case that the
respondents failed to
consider her repre-
sentation  seeking
implementation of
reservation in the
executive member
category and recon-
sideration of the
election results. The
petitioner contended
that the election
process did not
adhere to the guide-
lines of association
on reservation and a
man was elected for
the post despite it
being earmarked for
women. The peti-
tioner expressed the
need for expeditious
disposal of the case
since the term of an
elected member of
the association is
one year and that a
month has already
passed since elec-
tions. The judge
remarked that the
judicial process
takes its time and
posted the matter to
April 30.

Police Seize ?2.27 Crore Cash From
Pastor’s House In Narsapuram

KAKINADA

. Police have seized
?2.27 crore in cash
from the house of
Ghanta John Babu
Rao, pastor of the
church at Lak
shmaneswaram vil-
lage in Narsapuram
Rural mandal. Na
rsapuram Rural cir-
cle inspector G.
Durga Prasad and
sub-inspector T.V.
Suresh Babu said
they received infor-
mation that the pas-
tor’s son-in-law

unaccounted cash of
7?50 lakh to La ksh-
maneswaram village
from  Hyderabad.
Also Read - Mother
Poisons 3 Kids; Four

Die In  Tragic
Proddatur Incident
When Samson

reached John Babu
Rao’s house, police
conducted a raid and
seized cash from the

car. They later
searched the pastor’s
house and found
bundles of cash
totalling to ?2.27
crore. When the
police officials ques-
tioned the pastor
about the cash, he
gave incoherent and
Inconsistent ans
wers, police said.
Narsapuram DSP M.
Sudhakar said the
total cash seized has
been handed over to
the Income Tax
department.

Hyderabad police launch ‘Operation Safe
School’ against tobacco sale near schools

Hyderabad: In a major
operation aimed at curb-
ing sale of nicotine sub-
stances to children the
Hyderabad police con-
ducted undercover oper-
ations at different pan
shops located near the
school and initiated
action against the own-
ers for selling tobacco
products to children.
CityPolice Commi
ssioner, VC Sajjanar
said that the Hyderabad
police launched
‘Operation Safe School’,
operation started by rop-
ing in around 5000
policemen drawn from
local police, Task Force,
drug sniffing dogs and
CAR staff to check 589
pan shops. “Our teams
filmed a few pan shop
owners handing over
tobacco products to the
children. We are initiat-
ing action against them,”
sald VC Sajjanar.

= =

o

T

The Hyderabad CP said

that the teams conducted
recce and decoy opera-
tions in different parts of
the city. “Since one
week, a tab has been
kept on the pan shop and
decoy operations con-
ducted. Videos and pho-
tos of the pan shop own-
ers selling cigarettes to
the school children were
filmed,” said the official.
Sajjanar said the nico-

tine in the form of either
cigarette or pan masala
is a gateway to drugs. “It
is prohibited to sell
tobacco products in pan
shops or kirana shops in
a radius of 100 yards. In
future in coordination
with the GHMC we will
be shifting the shops
located within 100 metre
radius of the schools.
Action is being initiated
under COTPA Act and JJ

Act against the pan shop
owners,”  said  the
Hyderabad CP.

The Hyderabad police
will be conducting the
regular drive in the city
in coming days.

VC Sajjanar inspected a
few shops in the city
along with other offi-
cials and also interacted
with the students at a
few schools.
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