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‘Relationship Between Ports Of Rotterdam  West Asia Conflict: "We'll Have To Blow Them Up; Trump Warns Oman,
Says US Will "Watch 0ver Strait Of Hormuz Amld Fragile Iran Talks

& Mumbai Is Geing To Be A Big One":
Netheriands Deputy Gonsul Van Helden

Netherlands: At a time
when India and the Nether-
lands are expanding coop-
eration across trade, tech-
nology and sustainability,
Deputy Consul General of
the Netherlands, Thierry
van Helden, believes mari-
time and semiconductor
partnerships could shape
the next chapter of ties be-
tween the two countries. In
a candid interaction with
Free Press Journal, Van
Helden spoke about the
growing momentum be-
tween New Delhi and
Amsterdam after the sign-
ing of the strategic partner-
ship agreement, describing
itas a major boost for bilat-
eral relations. “We were
very excited to sign this stra-
tegic partnership with In-
dia,” he said. “Our trade re-
lationship is already very
big, but we can intensify it
even further.”

Maritime Cooperation
In Focus

Calling the maritime sec-
tor a “big opportunity”, Van
Helden highlighted the im-
portance of the growing
connection between
Mumbai and Rotterdam.
“The relationship between
Rotterdam, the largest port
in Europe, and Mumbiai, the
largest port in India, is go-
ing to be a big one,” he said,
adding that both countries
are looking beyond con-
ventional port operations.
For the Netherlands,
sustainability and innova-
tion remain at the heart of
every partnership discus-
sion with India. “If you look
at any kind of technology
from the Netherlands, there
is always going to be an in-
novative part to it and a
sustainable part to it,” he
explained. “Those are the
selling points the Nether-
lands brings to India.” He
said the partnership is now
focusing on greener ports,

decarbonisation of ship-
ping, digitisation of supply
chains and smoother trade
movement through the
Green and Digital Corridor
initiative. Van Helden also
acknowledged that trade
bottlenecks still exist be-
cause of documentation
and coordination issues
between agencies. How-
ever, he believes digitisation
and closer customs coop-
eration can significantly
improve efficiency. “We re-
ally try to bring back the time
that is needed for process-
ing,” he said. “That will
make trade flow even better
than it is right now.”

Semiconductor Push
Gains Attention

The Dutch diplomat was
equally optimistic about
semiconductor coopera-
tion, especially after Dutch
technology  company
ASML signed an MoU with
Tata Group. “That is going
to be a very big investment
and a very big project,” Van
Helden said enthusiasti-
cally. “The Netherlands is
ready to support and col-
laborate with India so that
India can become a world
class player in semiconduc-
tors.” He stressed that in-
novation driven partner-

ships between Indian and
Dutch companies could
create long term opportuni-
ties for both economies.

Dutch Firms Looking
Closely At India

When asked whether
Dutch investment in India
could eventually touch the
100 billion dollar mark, Van
Helden pointed towards the
India, European Union Free
Trade Agreement and the
growing confidence Dutch
businesses have in the In-
dian market. “The image of
India has improved
greatly,” he remarked. “In-
dia is now really seen as a
destination for Dutch ex-
port products, but also as a
manufacturing destina-
tion.” According to him,
many Dutch firms are now
following the “China plus
one” strategy and exploring
India for sourcing and ex-
pansion opportunities. At
the same time, he underlined
the importance of continu-
ing reforms to make invest-
ments easier. “One thing
India could still do is keep
increasing the ease of do-
ing business,” he said. “I
think now is the momentum
for that.”

Beyond Business, A Cul-
tural Bond

The conversation also
moved beyond economics
and diplomacy. Van Helden
smiled while speaking
about the growing influ-
ence of Indian culture in
Dutch society. “The contri-
bution of the Indian com-
munity is immense,” he
said, referring to the rise of
Indian festivals, restaurants
and cultural exhibitions
across the Netherlands.
And when the discussion
turned lighter, the diplomat
happily shared his favourite
Indian dishes. “Butter
chicken, I think that’s
everyone’s favourite,” he
laughed. “But here in
Mabharashtra, I really love
vada pav and pani puri.”
The conversation also
touched upon football, a
subject close to Dutch
hearts. When asked about
the Netherlands’ long FIFA
World Cup history, having
reached the finals three times
in 1974,1978 and 2010, and
whether he hopes the team
can finally lift the trophy,
Van Helden responded with
asmile. “Yes, we always want
the Netherlands to win,” he
said. “Hopefully, we will win
this time. If we do, we will
have a party at the consu-
late here.”

Canada Horror: 22-Year-0ld Indian Student
Frnm Gujarat |(|I|ell In Knife Attack

Canada: A tragic incident
has come to light from
Canada’s Niagara region. A
22-year-old woman from
Gujarat was killed in a knife

attack. The deceased has
been identified as Vidhi
Kalpeshbhai Meghani, a
resident of Borsad in the
Anand district of Gujarat.

Vidhi had been living in
Canada for four years and
was managing her studies
with a part-time job, accord-
ing to an report. The crime
took place on May 15,
though the motive for the
attack is yet to be known.
Police have registered a
murder case and are ac-
tively searching for the sus-
pect. Ina similar incident ear-
lier in the day, a Gujarati
woman, identified as
Meghna Patel, originally
from Jantral village in Vijapur
taluka of Gujarat’s Mehsana

district, was tragically shot
dead in the United States
during an alleged robbery
attempt at her store. The
shocking incident, which
was captured on CCTYV, has
since circulated widely on
social media, triggering grief
and outrage among both In-
dian and local communities.
According to preliminary
reports, Meghna Patel had
been residing in the United
States with her family for
several years and was man-
aging a convenience store
at the time of the attack.

US, Iran Agree On Deal Framework,
Awaiting Trump Annrnval Report

Washington: The United
States and Iran have agreed
on a framework deal for a
60-day ceasefire extension,
but the memorandum of un-
derstanding still needs US
President Donald Trump's

approval. Sources told
news agency AFP that the
two nations had reached an
agreement on extending the
ceasefire and to launch ne-
gotiations on Iran's nuclear

programme. According to
an Axios report, Iran has
also not agreed to the deal
yet. The report mentioned
that the framework of the
deal has been worked on
and "mostly agreed" to as
of Tuesday, but the senior
leadership of both parties
still needs to give their ap-
proval. Although Trump has
been briefed on the details
about the deal, he did not

sign off on it immediately and
said that he "wants a couple
of days to think about it",
Axios reported quoting a US
official.

Nuclear Weapon, Ura-
nium, Hormuz, Iran Oil:
What's In The Deal

The 60-day memorandum
of understanding will in-
clude the free flow of ship-
ping through the Strait of
Hormuz. That means the Is-

lamic Republic would not be
able to levy tolls from ships
passing the strategic
chokepoint. A US official
told the publication that
there would be "no harass-
ment" in the strait and that
Iran would also be required
to remove all mines from the
waterway within 30 days.
As for the US naval block-
ade, the US official said that
it will be lifted in proportion
to the level of commercial
shipping restored through
the Strait of Hormuz.

Another important point in
the framework deal would be
sanctions, and the US is ready
to issue some sanctions
waiver so that Iran can sell
oil freely. The report states
that the deal will include Iran's
commitment to not pursue a
nuclear weapon. During the
60-day ceasefire period, the
two sides will negotiate how
Iran's highly enriched ura-
nium will be disposed of and
the course of action around
Iranian enrichment.

Washington: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has
warned Oman not to inter-
fere as fragile talks with Iran
continue, claiming the
United States will "watch
over" the Strait of Hormuz.
Asked if he would accept a
short-term deal that would
allow Iran and Oman to con-
trol the strategic waterway,
Trump told reporters during
a cabinet meeting on
Wednesday (local time) at
the White House: "No, the
strait's going to be open to
everybody." "It's interna-
tional waters. Nobody's
going to control it. We're
going to watch over it. We'll
watch over it, but nobody's
going to control it," he said.
"That's part of the negotia-
tion that we have." "Oman
will behave just like every-
body else or we'll have to
blow 'em up," Trump
warned. Trump's remarks
came after [ranian state TV
reported that it had ob-
tained an unofficial draft of
alranian-US agreement that
would restore commercial
shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz to prewar levels

within a month, with Iran
and Oman jointly managing
traffic. The framework also
would see the United States
lift its blockade of Iranian
ports and withdraw military
forces from Iran's vicinity.
The US side has dismissed
the Iranian report as "a com-
plete fabrication." Mean-
while, Oman has been in
constant contact with the
Iranian officials over the
concerns relating to the
Strait of Hormuz. Earlier on
May 24, Omani officials, led
by Foreign Minister Sayyid

Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi,
held talks with an Iranian
delegation headed by
Deputy Foreign Minister
Kazem Gharibabadi on free-
dom of navigation through
the Strait of Hormuz and the
latest regional develop-
ments. According to a state-
ment by Oman's Foreign
Ministry, the two sides dis-
cussed the principles govern-
ing freedom of navigation in
the strategic waterway in ac-
cordance with international
law. The statement said that
both sides exchanged views

in light of recent develop-
ments and discussed ways
to strengthen the safety of
maritime navigation, trade
flows, and supply chains.
During the meeting, Al
Busaidi received a verbal
message from Iranian For-
eign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi regarding the on-
going Iranian-US talks. The
message highlighted the
commitment of both coun-
tries to restoring freedom of
navigation through the Strait
of Hormuz in a safe and sus-
tainable manner.

Who Creates Kiswah? The Sacred Black Cloth
Draping Islam’s Holiest Shrine Kaaba In Makkah

The Hajj is one of the
most sacred pilgrimages
and is also considered the
fifth pillar of Islam. The
Kiswah, the sacred black
cloth covering all four sides
of the Holy Kaaba from floor
to ceiling in Makkah, is one
of the most revered sym-
bols in Islam. Every year,
millions of Muslims visiting
for Hajj and Umrah witness
the majestic silk covering
draped over Islam’s holiest
shrine inside Masjid al-
Haram. But few know about
the remarkable craftsman-
ship and dedication behind
its creation. The Kaaba is a
cube-shaped stone struc-
ture at the centre of the
Grand Mosque in Mecca.

Who makes Kiswah?

The Kiswah or Kiswa is a
black cloth that covers the
Kaaba in Mecca. The sa-
cred cloth is draped every
year, although the draping
date has changed over the
years. The term Kiswah
means robe and garment. It
is considered one of the
holiest objects in Islamic art
and worship, heavily em-
broidered in gold and silver
with Quranic verses. The
sacred Kiswah is
handcrafted by skilled arti-
sans in a dedicated work-
shop in Mecca. It takes
roughly 154 craftsmen and

tons of pure silk, gold
thread and silver to weave
it. The curtain part of the
Kiswah is highly decorated.
The Kiswabh is produced at
the King Abdulaziz Com-
plex for the Holy Kaaba
Kiswah in Saudi Arabia. Es-
tablished by the Saudi gov-
ernment, the complex em-
ploys highly skilled arti-
sans, calligraphers, weav-
ers and technicians who
work throughout the year to
prepare the cloth. The
Kiswah is made from high-
quality natural black silk
and decorated with verses
from the Holy Quran em-
broidered in gold and silver-
plated threads.

A meticulous process

Creating the Kiswah is a

metlculous process involv-
mg multiple stages, includ-
ing silk dyeing, weavmg,
printing Quranic inscrip-
tions, embroidery and stitch-
ing. More than 600 kilograms
of silk and hundreds of kilo-
grams of silver and gold
threads are used annually.
The cloth stands around 14
metres high and consists of
several large panels stitched
together with exceptional
precision. It costs more than
six million dollars.

The tradition of cover-
ing the Kaaba dates back
centuries

The tradition of covering
the Kaaba dates back centu-
ries and has evolved through
different Islamic eras. Earlier,
rulers from Egypt and other

PRLCRSE

Muslim regions were respon-
sible for making the Kiswah.
Today, Saudi Arabia oversees
the entire process to preserve
its spiritual and artistic signifi-
cance. The Kiswah was first
draped over the shrine in pre-
Islamic times by King Tubba'
As'ad Abu Karib of Yemen
around the 4th century C.E. He
originally covered the struc-
ture with a cloth made of striped
redwool. Every year on the 9th
day of Dhul Hijjah, during the
Hajj pilgrimage, the old Kiswah
isreplaced withanew oneina
deeply symbolic ceremony.
The old covering is then care-
fully preserved, and pieces of
itare often gifted to dignitaries
and Islamic institutions world-
wide, reflecting its immense re-
ligious value.

Norway Joins French President Emmanuel Macron’s European
Nuclear Deterrence In|t|at|ve Amld Growing Securltiyl Concerns

I~

Oslo: Norwegian Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr Store
has announced that Norway
will join French President
Emmanuel Macron's nuclear
deterrence initiative, while
stressing that the decision
will not change Norway's
basic policy on nuclear
weapons. Norwegian PM
Store travelled to Paris on
Wednesday (Local time) for
talks with Macron. Speaking
to Norwegian media, he said
Norway's decision was
based on the current secu-
rity situation in Europe and
that Europe must assume
greater responsibility for its
own security.

The Norwegian Prime
Minister also emphasised
that Norway's nuclear weap-
ons policy remains un-
changed. Norway will not
allow nuclear weapons to be
stationed on its territory in
peacetime, he said, adding
that Norway will not contrib-
ute financially to France's
nuclear weapons program,
reports Xinhua news
agencyln March, Macron
announced plans to
strengthen France's nuclear
arsenal by increasing the

| )
number of nuclear war-
heads. He also said France
was prepared to add "a Eu-
ropean dimension" to its
nuclear deterrence strategy,
noting that several Euro-
pean countries, including
Britain, had expressed inter-
est in the initiative. Norway
and France signed a new
defence agreement in Paris,
under which the two coun-
tries commit themselves to
providing military support
to each other if needed. Last
month, France and Poland
deliberated on conducting
joint military exercises as
Paris continues to seek Eu-
ropean allies' involvement in
its nuclear deterrence frame-

| 1 b
work, according to Polish
news website Onet.

French President
Emmanuel Macron dis-
cussed the idea with Polish
Prime Minister Donald Tusk
during talks in Gdansk,
northern Poland, in April,
where the two leaders also
explored closer cooperation
in trade, investment and de-
fence. "Among the options
we will consider are informa-
tion sharing, joint exercises
and the possible deployment
of forces," Macron told a
joint press conference when
asked about nuclear coop-
eration. Tusk said that dis-
cussions on nuclear security
cooperation were being held

dlscreetly, addmg that Po—
land had joined "an exclusive
group that understands the
need for European solidarity
and sovereignty" by accept-
ing France's invitation, ac-
cording to the Polish Press
Agency. Macron said last
month that France would
strengthen its nuclear arse-
nal and incorporate "a Euro-
pean dimension" into its de-
terrence posture, offering in-
terested partners closer co-
ordination, including consul-
tations and joint exercises.
Countries including Sweden,
Britain, Germany, Poland, the
Netherlands, Belgium,
Greece and Denmark have
expressed interest.
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SpaceX, OpenAl IPO Buzz May

Boost Indian US Investments, Nasdaq
Returns And AI Craze Drive Interest

»

New Delhi: Upcoming
public listings of major glo-
bal technology companies
such as SpaceX, OpenAl
and Anthropic are expected
to increase investments by
Indian retail investors in US
equities. According to a re-
port by Moneycontrol,
fintech and broking firms
offering global investing
services are already seeing
strong investor interest in
these companies.

Platforms Report Sharp
Growth

Investment platform
smallcase said it expects
fivefold growth in global
investing activity because

oo

of the strong pipeline of
US IPOs. The company re-
cently launched US in-
vesting through GIFT
City. Founder Vasanth
Kamath said investors are
showing strong interest in
sectors like artificial intel-
ligence and space technol-
ogy. Meanwhile,
INDmoney said searches
related to SpaceX have in-
creased ten times on its
platform. HDFC Securities
also reported rising inter-
est in global investing.
CEO Dhiraj Relli said the
company grew 80 percent
over the last year and ex-
pects the momentum to

continue.

Upcoming IPOs Creat-
ing Excitement

Reports suggest that
SpaceX may launch its IPO
as carly as June 12. The
company is expected to
target around $75 billion in
fundraising at a valuation
of nearly $1.75 trillion. If it
happens, it could become
one of the biggest stock
market listings ever.
OpenAl and Anthropic are
also expected to launch
their IPOs later this year,
although official dates
have not yet been an-
nounced. Indian investors
cannot directly participate

in these IPOs before list-
ing. However, those with
US brokerage accounts
can buy and sell these
stocks once trading starts
in the American market.

AI And Space Themes
Attract Investors

Experts say Indian inves-
tors are becoming more in-
terested in US markets be-
cause they offer exposure
to sectors not easily avail-
able in India. Artificial intel-
ligence, space technology,
electric vehicles, cloud com-
puting and semiconductor
companies are among the
biggest attractions. The re-
port also said the Nasdaq
index has delivered nearly
40 percent returns over the
past year despite global
economic challenges.

GIFT City Route Gains
Attention

The GIFT City route
has also made global in-
vesting easier for Indi-
ans. It offers lower trans-
action costs and easier
access to international
markets. However, invest-
ments above Rs 10 lakh
attract 20 percent tax col-
lected at source, which
can later be adjusted
against tax liability.

Reliance Chairman Mukesh Ambani Skips Salary For 6th Year,
Company Reports Record Rs.95,754 Crore FY26 Profit

Mumbai: Reliance Indus-
tries Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Mukesh
Ambani has not taken any
salary from the company for
the sixth straight year. Ac-
cording to the company’s
latest annual report,
Ambani did not receive sal-
ary, allowances, retirement
benefits, commission, stock
options or any other perks
fromFY 2020-21 to FY 2025-
26. Reliance said Ambani
had decided to give up his
salary in June 2020 during
the Covid-19 pandemic.
The decision was taken
voluntarily while the coun-
try was facing social and
economic challenges.

Decision Continues De-
spite Record Profit

What makes the move
more notable is that Reli-
ance Industries reported its
highest-ever annual profit
in FY26The company
posted a consolidated net
profit of Rs 95,754 crore
during the financial year. At
the end of FY26, Reliance
Industries had a market

capitalisation of Rs
18,19,103 crore, or around
$191.8 billion. Despite the
strong financial perfor-
mance and growth in busi-
ness, Ambani continued
with his decision not to ac-
cept any salary from the
company.

Salary Was Earlier
Fixed At Rs 15 Crore

Even before the pan-
demic, Mukesh Ambani had
maintained a conservative
approach towards his com-

pensation. From FY 2008-09
onwards, he had capped his
annual salary at Rs 15 crore.
This salary level remained
unchanged for around 12
years despite the
company’s rising profits
and expanding business
operations.

Executive compensation
often becomes a topic of
discussion in the corporate
world, especially when
companies report high prof-
its and top executives re-

ceive large pay packages. In
such an environment,
Ambani’s decision to con-
tinue without salary for six
years is being viewed as a
rare example in corporate
India. Reliance Industries
said its remuneration policy
is performance-based and
aligned with industry stan-
dards. The policy is re-
viewed regularly by the
company’s Human Re-
sources, Nomination and
Remuneration Committee.

India’s Crude Oil Imports Jump 11% To 5 Million BPD In May,
Russian Purchases Rise 23% Amrd West Asla Disruptions

New Delhi: India’s crude
oil imports rose 11 percent
in May to 5 million barrels
per day (bpd), according to
a Moneycontrol report cit-
ing data from commodity
analytics firm Kpler. The in-
crease was mainly sup-
ported by stronger imports
from Russia and Venezuela.
The country imported
around 4.5 million bpd in
April. May imports are now
expected to become the
highest-ever crude import
volume for the month of
May. Kpler analyst Sumit
Ritolia told Moneycontrol
that India’s average crude
imports in 2025 stood near
4.8 million bpd, while May
volumes are tracking close
to 5 million bpd. India in-
creased its purchases of

Russian crude by 23 per-
cent in May to 1.9 million
bpd, compared to 1.57 mil-
lion bpd in April. Russia
continued to remain India’s
largest oil supplier during
the month.

The United Arab Emirates
was the second-largest
supplier with 540,000 bpd,
while Saudi Arabia supplied
398,000 bpd. However, im-

ports from the UAE de-
clined 4 percent from April
levels. Saudi Arabian sup-
plies fell sharply by 41 per-
cent due to continuing dis-
ruptions linked to the Strait
of Hormuz situation. India
also increased crude pur-
chases from Venezuela, the
United States, Brazil, Oman
and Angola as refiners
looked to diversify supply

sources amid tensions in
West Asia. Venezuela be-
came the fourth-largest
supplier with 303,000 bpd.
Imports from Brazil rose 5.3
percent to 290,000 bpd,
while US crude imports
jumped 107 percent to
209,000 bpd. Analysts said
Venezuelan crude remains
attractive for Indian refiners
because it is cheaper and
suitable for complex refiner-
ies. The crude is also less ex-
posed to disruptions in the
Middle East. According to
Kpler, lower crude demand
from China released addi-
tional oil supplies into Asian
markets. This helped refiners
in India, South Korea and
Southeast Asia secure more
cargoes and avoid a bigger
refining supply squeeze.
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Ashok Leyland Reports 17% Revenue
Growth, Net Profit Up 11% In 04 FY26

Mumbai: Ashok Leyland
reported higher consoli-
dated revenue and profit for
the quarter ended March 31,
2026, supported by growth
in its commercial vehicle and
financial services busi-
nesses. Revenue from op-
erations rose 17 percent
year-on-year to Rs 17,246
crore in Q4 FY26, compared
with Rs 14,696 crore in the
year-ago quarter. Profit after
tax increased 11 percent to
Rs 1,381 crore from Rs 1,246
crore. Profit before tax stood
at Rs 1,940 crore during the
quarter. The company’s
board also approved a sec-
ond interim dividend of Rs
2.50 per equity share.

Sequential And Annual
Growth

On a sequential basis,
revenue increased 16 per-
cent from Rs 14,830 crore
reported in Q3 FY26, while
net profit climbed 60 per-

cent from Rs 862.2 crore.
Total expenses during the
quarter rose to Rs 15,493
crore from Rs 13,097 crore a
year earlier, mainly due to
higher material, employee
and finance costs. Finance
costs increased to Rs 1,241
crore from Rs 1,053 crore in
Q4 FY25. The quarter also
included exceptional loss
items of Rs 19.3 crore, com-
pared with Rs 325.2 crore in
the previous quarter. Tax
expense for the quarter
stood at Rs 558.5 crore.

What Drove The Num-
bers?

The commercial vehicle
business remained the larg-
est contributor to revenue,
generating Rs 15,087 crore
during the quarter, while the
financial services segment
contributed Rs 2,159 crore.
The company said revenue
growth was supported by
higher vehicle sales and im-

proved financing opera-
tions. Earnings per share for
the quarter came in at Rs 2.20
compared with Rs 1.92 in Q4
FY25. Ashok Leyland also
continued to maintain
healthy operating margins,
with operating margin at 12.2
percent during the quarter.
Full-Year Performance
For FY26, consolidated
revenue from operations
rose 16 percent to Rs 56,362
crore from Rs 48,535 crore
in FY25. Annual net profit

increased 10 percent to Rs
3,721 crore compared with
Rs 3,383 crore in the previ-
ous year. Profit attributable
to owners of the company
stood at Rs 3,471 crore for
FY26. The company de-
clared a total dividend of Rs
3.50 per share for the year,
including the previously
announced interim divi-
dend. Ashok Leyland said
the statutory auditors is-
sued an unmodified opinion
on the financial statements.

Investor Vijay Kedia Urges Govt To Remove LTCG Tax,
Says 12.5% Levy Hurts Long-Term Investors

New Delhi: Veteran in-
vestor Vijay Kedia has
urged Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to abol-
ish long-term capital gains
(LTCQG) tax on listed equi-
ties. Kedia shared his views
inapost on X, saying long-
term investors should not
be treated like speculators.
He said investors who stay
invested in companies for
many years help businesses
grow, create jobs and sup-
port the economy.

Kedia Says Long-Term
Investors Build Wealth

According to Kedia,
long-term shareholders
provide “patient capital”
that companies need for ex-
pansion and innovation. He
argued that the government
already earns taxes at sev-
eral stages through corpo-
rate tax, GST, employee in-
come tax, customs duty and
stamp duty. Charging LTCG
tax again on investors
amounts to taxing the same
value creation twice, he

said. Kedia also said India
should encourage people
to move savings from gold
into equities. He believes
stock market investments
help build businesses and
create employment, while
gold remains mostly a pas-
sive asset.

Debate Around LTCG
Tax Continues

LTCG tax on listed equi-
ties was reintroduced in
2018 after a gap of 14 years.
Gains above Rs 1 lakh were
taxed at 10 percent. In Bud-
get 2024, the government
increased the LTCG tax rate
to 12.5 percent and raised
the exemption limit to Rs
1.25 lakh. Recently, Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman also said the
government is open to hear-
ing concerns from investors
regarding LTCG and short-
term capital gains tax rules.
However, the government
has earlier clarified in Par-
liament that there is no pro-
posal under consideration

to abolish LTCG tax com-
pletely.

Investors Divided On
The Proposal

Kedia’s comments have
triggered discussion
among investors and mar-
ket experts. Some investors
believe removing LTCG tax
could attract more long-

B e

term investments and im-
prove market sentiment.
Others feel the government
may find it difficult to give
up a major source of tax rev-
enue. Government data
showed that LTCG tax col-
lections from listed equities
stood at nearly Rs 98,681
crorein FY23.

Alkem Labs Q4 Profit Drops 27.7% To Rs.236 Crore,
Company Declares Final Dividend Of Rs.10 Per Share

Mumbai: Mumbai-based
pharmaceutical company
Alkem Laboratories
reported a decline in its
consolidated net profit for
the fourth quarter of FY26.
The company posted a net
profit of Rs 236 crore for
the quarter ended March
2026. In the same quarter
last year, the company had
reported a profit of Rs 306
crore. This marks a decline
of 27.7 percent on a year-
on-year basis. According
to the company, the profit
was impacted by a one-
time loss of Rs 135 crore
recorded during the
quarter.

Revenue Shows Strong
Growth

Despite lower profit,
Alkem Labs reported
strong growth in its
revenue.

The company’s consoli-
dated revenue from
operations rose 14.6
percent to Rs 3,603 crore
inQ4FY26 fromRs 3,144
crore in the same quarter
of the previous financial
year.

The growth in revenue
indicates steady demand
for the company’s
pharmaceutical products

in both domestic and
international markets.

EBITDA And Margins
Improve

Alkem Labs also
reported a sharp rise in
EBITDA during the
quarter. The company’s
EBITDA increased 32.2
percent to Rs 517 crore
compared to Rs 391 crore
reported a year ago.
EBITDA margin improved
to 14.4 percent from 12.4
percentin Q4 FY25,
showing better opera-
tional performance and
improved efficiency. The
improved margins came

despite pressure on
overall profitability
because of the exceptional
one-time loss.

Final Dividend
Announced

The company an-
nounced a final dividend
of Rs 10 per equity share
for FY26. The total
dividend payout is
expected to be around Rs
119.57 crore. Alkem Labs
said August 7 has been
fixed as the record date to
determine eligible
shareholders. The
dividend will be paid from
September 1 onwards,

subject to approval from
shareholders at the
company’s annual general
meeting. Earlier in
February 2026, the
company had declared an
interim dividend of Rs 43
per share.

New Executive Director
Appointment

The company also
announced the appoint-
ment of Madhurima Singh
as Executive Director for a
period of five years
starting December 20. The
appointment is part of the
company’s leadership
strengthening efforts.

UK Likely To Resist Sunil Mittal’s Bid To Raise BT Stake, Sovereign Gontrol Concerns Come Into Focus

Mumbai: The UK gov-
ernment is expected to op-
pose any move by Bharti
Enterprises Chairman Sunil
Bharti Mittal to increase his
stake in British telecom
company BT, according to
a report by the Financial
Times. The report said Brit-

ish authorities are worried
about maintaining sover-
eign control over critical
national infrastructure.
Telecom networks are con-
sidered highly sensitive
because they support com-
munication, defence and
digital services across the

country. At present, Bharti
Enterprises owns a 24.95
percent stake in BT.

Reports Of Stake Hike
Trigger Debate

The development comes
after reports suggested that
Bharti Enterprises was ex-
ploring the possibility of

raising its holding in BT to
just below the level that
would require a mandatory
takeover offer. However,
Bharti had earlier clarified
that it is comfortable with
its current shareholding
and has no immediate plans
to increase the stake further.

A spokesperson for Mittal
declined to comment on the
latest report, while BT also
chose not to comment.
Bharti Enterprises
strengthened its role in BT
last year when Sunil Bharti
Mittal and Bharti Airtel Vice-
Chairman and Managing

Director Gopal Vittal joined
the BT board as non-inde-
pendent non-executive di-
rectors. Their appointment
was seen as a major step in
Bharti’s long-term relation-
ship with the UK telecom
giant. Mittal has repeatedly
spoken about building

strong global telecom part-
nerships and expanding
Bharti’s international pres-
ence. Earlier this month,
Mittal said he plans to
gradually hand over leader-
ship responsibilities to the
next generation over the
coming decade.
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SEBI turns 38: Finance Minister warns of AI
and deepfake threat to markets, launches
nationwide investor awareness drive

India’s capital market
regulator SEBI marked 38
years of its existence, with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman gracing the oc-
casion. Delivering the key-
note address at Securities
and Exchange Board of In-
dia (SEBI)’s Foundation
Day in Mumbai, Sitharaman
identified cybersecurity as
the single most pressing
challenge facing Indian
markets today. She warned
that a single successful
cyberattack on a major ex-
change, depository, clear-
ing corporation, or large
broker could disrupt mar-
kets on a national scale,
erase wealth, and shake
public confidence in ways
that take years to rebuild.
Sitharaman also stressed
how Al-powered tools were
making cyberattacks faster,
more adaptive, and autono-
mous, capable of exploiting
software vulnerabilities, in-

terfering with source code,
and coordinating intru-
sions that evolve in real time
to evade detection. "The
tools of attack are evolving
at high speed, and the tools
of defence must evolve
even faster," added the min-
ister. She then lauded
SEBI’s Cybersecurity and
Cyber Resilience Frame-
work. At the event, the Fi-
nance Minister also
launched ‘Mission
Jagrook’, SEBI’s new na-
tionwide investor aware-
ness initiative. She also

took the opportunity to
speak about the rising
cases of unregistered "fin-
influencers", calling for bet-
ter regulation. "We need
enabling frameworks for re-
sponsible financial educa-
tion, but we should not tol-
erate the monetisation of
uninformed retail investor
trust for personal enrich-
ment," said Sitharaman. At
the event, SEBI Chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey lauded
the growth of Indian mar-
kets, which now have over
5,900 listed companies and

more than 140 million
unique investors, with mar-
ket capitalisation growing
at approximately 15 per cent
CAGR over the last decade
and mutual fund assets ex-
panding at over 20 per cent
annually. The primary mar-
ket alone facilitates capital
formation of nearly Rs. 10
trillion every year, he said.
Market watchdog SEBI
was born on April 12, 1988,
and received full statutory
powers under the SEBI Act
in 1992. Thirty-eight years
on, it has overhauled every-
thing from trading systems
to settlement cycles and
corporate governance
norms. And now, SEBI is
deploying Al and digital
forensics to detect complex
market manipulation pat-
terns, he stated. "But the
journey is far from over. The
coming years will demand
not just regulation, but vi-
sion," added Pandey.

4 reasons why RBI cancelled banking
licence of Paytm Payments Bank Limited

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) on Friday re-
vealed that it has cancelled
the banking licence of
Paytm subsidiary Paytm
Payments Bank Limited. In
its statement, the RBI said
the bank had been conduct-
ing its operations in a man-
ner that was harmful to the
interests of its depositors. It
also noted that the bank
failed to comply with the
regulatory norms and con-
ditions attached to its pay-
ments bank licence. Follow-
ing this decision, Paytm
Payments Bank is no longer
permitted to carry out any
banking activities as de-
fined under the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949. The

central bank further stated
that it will approach the High
Court to initiate proceedings
to wind up the payments
bank. "Paytm Payments
Bank Limited has enough li-
quidity to repay its entire de-
posit liability upon winding
up of the bank," the RBI
said. 4 reasons why RBI
cancelled banking licence of
Paytm Payments Bank Lim-
ited Explaining the reasons
behind the action, the RBI
said the affairs of the bank
were handled in a way that
harmed both the institution
and its depositors. It also
pointed out that the overall
conduct and character of the
bank’s management were
prejudicial to depositors as

well as the broader public
interest. Additionally, the
RBI concluded that allowing
the bank to continue opera-
tions would not serve any
meaningful public purpose.
The RBI also highlighted
that the bank had failed to
meet the conditions speci-
fied in its payments bank

made it clear that these seri-

ous lapses left no justifica-
tion for allowing Paytm Pay-
ments Bank to continue op-
erating. In 2024, the RBI pre-
vented PPBL from accepting
new deposits, credits or top-
ups in customer accounts,
wallets etc.

Indian stock markets fall sharply amid IT

rout, West Asia tensions this week

Mumbai: The domes-
tic equity markets
closed on a weak note
this week, with bench-
mark indices declining
about 2 per cent amid
escalating tensions in
West Asia, a sharp
spike in crude oil prices,
and heavy selling in IT
stocks weighing on
sentiment. On a weekly
basis, headline indices
Sensex and Nifty ended
lower, falling 2.3 per
cent and 1.9 per cent,
respectively. However,
broader markets
showed relative resil-
ience, with the BSE
Midcap and BSE
Smallcap indices
slipping just 0.6 per cent
and 0.2 per cent week-
on-week. On the
liquidity front, foreign
institutional investors
(FIIs) remained net
sellers, offloading
equities worth Rs 1,369
crore during the week,
while domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs)
bought equities worth
Rs 9,782 crore. (Also

read: NCLAT upholds
NCLT Powers, dis-
misses BSE plea on
defreezing demat
accounts) Sectorally,
the IT pack emerged as
the biggest laggard,
plunging about 10 per
cent on the BSE. The
sell-off came after
weaker-than-expected
management guidance
triggered fresh con-
cerns over the FY27
earnings outlook,
despite in-line quarterly
earnings from Infosys
and TCS. In contrast,
consumption-oriented
sectors such as FMCG
delivered a positive
performance, with
companies reporting
double-digit volume
growth. The BFSI
segment has also posted
steady results so far,
with asset quality
remaining stable despite
concerns stemming
from the West Asia
crisis, particularly in
MSME and commercial
vehicle segments.
According to analysts,

markets remained
volatile with a cautious
undertone during the
week, as early recovery
attempts fizzled out
amid resurfacing US-
Iran tensions and
continued disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz.
They noted that el-
evated crude oil prices
and stalled geopolitical
negotiations kept
investors on edge,
limiting fresh buying and
capping upside at higher
levels, resulting in a
range-bound market
with a negative bias.
Analysts also high-
lighted that persistent
FII outflows continued
to weigh on sentiment,
while strong domestic
institutional inflows
helped cushion the
downside, indicating
growing reliance on
local liquidity. Mean-
while, geopolitical
developments remained
a major overhang. After
Iran announced the
opening of the crucial
Strait of Hormuz

shipping lane, US naval
forces intercepted an
Iranian vessel, prompt-
ing renewed threats
against Iranian infra-
structure.

Iran subsequently re-
imposed restrictions on
the Strait of Hormuz,
triggering a sharp spike
in crude oil prices,
which surged over 15
per cent during the
week to $107 per
barrel. In a parallel
development, US
President Donald
Trump reportedly
extended the ceasefire
arrangement with Iran
indefinitely, adding to
the uncertainty in the
region.

Apart from geopoliti-
cal cues, investors also
tracked the ongoing
Q4FY26 earnings
season for direction.

On Friday, the 30-
share Sensex closed at
76,664, down 1,000
points or 1.28 per cent,
while the 50-share Nifty
settled 275 points, or
1.14 per cent lower, at
23,897.95. For the
coming week, key data
points include India’s
IIP data for March
2026, manufacturing
PMI readings for April
from the US, China and
Japan, as well as US
PCE inflation data.
Additionally, major
central banks, including
the Federal Reserve,
Bank of England, and
European Central Bank,
are scheduled to
announce their policy
decisions.
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'Indian flying school report card is
out, and only one got an A grade

Ifyou dream of becoming
a commercial pilot in India,
picking the right flying
school could be a pegasus
of a task. But now, the
Centre’s latest ranking sys-
tem is there to help you.

On Friday, Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan Naidu
released the second phase
of DGCA’s Flying Training
Organisation (FTO)
rankings, covering all 35
DGCA-approved flight
training institutions across
the country. And for the
first time in either phase of
this ranking system, a single
FTO has broken into the
coveted Category 'A',
Avyanna Aviation Pvt Ltd.
In the first phase, published
October 1, 2025, not one of
the 35 ranked institutions
managed to achieve Cat-
egory A. Below Avyanna,
17 FTOs are in Category 'B',
including the Centre’s own
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Uran Akademi (IGRUA),
which moved up from Cat-

egory C to Category B,
along with established
names like National Flying
Training Institute, Flytech
Aviation Academy, The
Bombay Flying Club and
The Gujarat Flying Club.
The remaining 17 institu-
tions are in Category 'C'.
Since the ranking system
was launched, training fly-
ing hours at FTOs have
risen sharply from 32 per
cent to 50 per cent, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Civil
Aviation. The number of
Commercial Pilot Licences

(CPLs) issued has more
than doubled, up 2.5 times
over the last eight years,
with record issuance in 2024
and 2025. In the last 18
months alone, six new FTOs
have been permitted, with
six more in the pipeline, re-
vealed the ministry. India is
projected to need around
30,000 more pilots over the
next decade, with Indian
carriers set to induct
roughly 500 more aircraft in
five years and 50 new air-
ports being added.

The aviation minister also

flagged policy measures,
such as liberalised FTO
regulations, abolished air-
port royalties, rationalised
land rentals, digitised CPL
exams, and a single-window
system for CPL and Radio
Telephony Restricted
(RTR) licences under the
Bharatiya Vayuyan Adh
iniyam.

Category B: Academy of
Carver Aviation, FSTC Fly-
ing School Pvt Ltd, National
Flying Training Institute
Pvt. Ltd, Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Uran Akademi,
Flytech Aviation Academy,
Skynex Aero Pvt Ltd, Garg
Aviation Ltd, Chetak Avia-
tion Pvt Ltd, Chimes Avia-
tion Academy, Dunes Avia-
tion Academy, Ekvi Air
Training Orga nisation Pvt
Ltd, Jet Serve Aviation Pvt
Ltd, Alchemist Aviation Pvt
Ltd, Ambition Flying Club,
Orient Flight Aviation
Academy, The Bombay
Flying Club, The Gujarat
Flying Club

GST depends on each item, Not the
combo pack: Tax Authority Rules

New Delhi: A clothing
company in Tamil Nadu
tried to argue that selling
two pyjama sets in one
package should change
how GST is calculated on
the combined product. A
tax authority has firmly re-
jected that argument — and
the ruling has implications
for every business in India
that sells combo packs,
bundled products, or multi-
unit retail packages. Case
details Case name: M/s Link
Up Textiles Private Limited

Authority: Appellate Au-
thority for Advance Ruling,
Tamil Nadu Date of ruling:
March 9, 2026 What the
company was doing Link Up
Textiles Private Limited
manufactures and sells
men's pyjama sets. Each set
consists of one shirt and one
matching pant sold together
as a pair. The company's stan-
dard retail practice was to
pack two of these sets into a
single package and sell the
combined unit as one prod-
uct. The company's argu-
ment to the tax authority was
straightforward: since the
two sets were physically
packaged together and sold
as a single unit, GST should
be applied to the total value
of the combined pack rather
than to each individual set
separately. Also Read: Dis-
investment process of IDBI
Bank to continue: FM
Nirmala Sitharaman The
practical motivation behind
this argument is easy to un-
derstand. GST on clothing

in India is applied at differ-
ent rates depending on the
price of the item. Products
priced below a certain
threshold attract a lower
rate of five percent. If two
sets together can be treated
as one product for tax pur-
poses, it becomes possible
to keep the effective per-unit
tax rate lower even when the
combined pack value is
higher. What the authority
ruled The Tamil Nadu Appel-
late Authority for Advance
Ruling rejected the
company's position entirely.
In its March 9 ruling, the
authority held that each
pyjama set is an indepen-
dent retail unit with its own
distinct identity. The fact
that two units are placed
inside the same outer pack-
aging does not merge them
into a single product for the
purposes of calculating
GST. The ruling establishes
aclear principle: the method

of packaging has no bear-
ing on how tax is calculated.
Each item inside a combo
pack retains its individual
identity, and GST is applied
to the value of each indi-
vidual unit, not to the total
value of the pack as a whole.
How the tax calculation ac-
tually works The ruling be-
comes clearer with concrete
examples drawn from the
case. If one pyjama set is
priced at Rs 1,250 and two
sets are packed together
and sold for Rs 2,500, GST
is calculated on Rs 1,250 per
set — not on the Rs 2,500
combined price. Since each
individual set falls within
the lower GST slab, the five
percent rate applies to each
unit separately. If one set is
priced at Rs 1,200 and the
combined pack sells for Rs
2,400, the same logic ap-
plies. Even though the com-
bined pack value exceeds
Rs 2,000, the tax authority

looks at each set individu-
ally at Rs 1,200, and the
lower five percent rate con-
tinues to apply to each unit.
However, if one set is priced
atRs 1,500 — meaning each
individual unit crosses the
threshold for the higher GST
slab — then the higher rate
applies to each set individu-
ally, regardless of how they
are packaged or what the
combined pack price is. The
direction of effect works both
ways. Bundling cannot be
used to push a product into
alower tax bracket, but it also
cannot push it into a higher
one. The individual unit
value is the only figure that
matters. Also Read: Centre
to buy more wheat at MSP
to help farmers weather freak
rain shock Why this ruling
matters beyond one com-
pany The significance of this
decision extends well be-
yond Link Up Textiles and
pyjama sets.

Centre to buy more wheat at MSP to

help farmers

New Delhi: The Union
Government has raised its
wheat procurement target at
the minimum support price
(MSP) by 15 per cent during
the current season to 34.5 mil-
lion tonnes, from 30 million
tonnes planned earlier, to sup-
port farmers whose crops
have been damaged due to
unseasonal rains, Food Sec-
retary Sanjeev Chopra said on
Friday. The state-wise pro-

A\

curement of wheat from
Madhya Pradesh is now ex-
pected to be 10 million
tonnes against an earlier 7.8
million tonnes, Uttar Pradesh
2.5 million tonnes as against
an earlier estimated 1 million
tonnes, Rajasthan 2.35 million
tonnes as against an earlier
estimated 2 million tonnes,
Uttarakhand 5,000 tonnes as
against an earlier estimated
1,000 tonnes, and also some

wheat will be procured from
Delhi this year, Chopra said
at an event to release the
annual wheat survey of the
Roller Flour Millers' Federa-
tion of India. Chopra said
that wheat procurement qual-
ity norms in almost all major
growing states of Punjab,
Haryana, MP, and Rajasthan
have been eased to enable
higher purchases from farm-
ers and help them sell their

weather freak rain shock

produce after  the
unseasonal rain, which has
adversely impacted crops.
He said this increased pro-
curement at MSP will add to
the opening wheat stocks of
around 22 million tonnes for
2026-27. This is expected to
take the actual availability of
wheat close to 56.5 million
tonnes. Chopra also said that
wheat production for the
2025-26 crop year is likely to
bealittle lower inthe 110-120
million tonnes range due to
crop damage  from
unseasonal rainfall and hail-
storms in key growing states.
The agriculture ministry ear-
lier estimated the production
at 120.21 million tonnes, up
from 117.94 million tonnes in
the previous year. The
Agriwatch Annual Wheat
Survey for 2025-26 projected
the all-India wheat production
at 110.65 million tonnes,
slightly above the 109.63 mil-
lion tonnes produced in
2024-25, after factoring in re-
cent weather damage.
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Kiara Advani was told
not to say ‘Hi’ on Toxic sets

There is no clarity about the
release plans for Yash starrer
“Toxic.” The film got post-
poned indefinitely. Directed by
Geetu Mohandas, the film has
Kiara Advani one of the main
female leads. Kiara Advani has
opened up about her unique
experience working on “Toxic:
A Fairy Tale For Grown-Ups”
aka “Toxic”. In a recent inter-
view with Bombay Times,
Kiara revealed that director
Geetu Mohandas followed an
unconventional approach to
help actors stay immersed in
their characters. The filmmaker
reportedly instructed her not to
exchange greetings with any-
one on the set on certain shoot-
ing days. Recalling the experi-
ence, the actress said the di-
rector would ask her to arrive
on set and immediately get into
the character’s mindset, avoid-
ing conversations, greetings,
and even interactions with her
own team.

It’s official: Mamitha Baiju’s

Premalu 2 she

“Premalu” was the film
that transformed Mamitha
Baiju into a sensation among
young audiences. The
romantic comedy emerged as
a blockbuster in Kerala and
its Telugu-dubbed version
also found success, signifi-
cantly boosting her popular-
ity across the Telugu states.

Following the film s
phenomenal run, the makers
officially announced a
sequel, raising expectations
among fans eager to see the
lead pair reunite on screen.

However, there now
appears to be disappointing
news for those fans. Actor
Naslen, who played the male
lead in “Premalu”, has
revealed that the sequel has
been shelved.

Speaking in a recent
interview, Naslen said the
project could not move
forward due to complications
that arose during the script
development stage. As a
result, the team decided to
drop the sequel despite the
popularity of the original
film.

While “Premalu 2" may no
longer be happening,
Mamitha Baiju's career has
continued to soar. She will
next be seen opposite Suriya
in “Vishwanath And Sons”,
one of the most anticipated
Tamil films, which is sched-
uled to hit theaters on
August 14, 2026.
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1000cr Miracle Obsession: How Did It pen in In;Iia?

After creating a sensation
across the globe, Obsession
finally arrived in Indian theatres
with strong anticipation and
considerable social media buzz.
However, despite the hype sur-
rounding the film’s extraordi-
nary international success, its
opening day performance in
India remained average, col-
lecting around Rs.2 crore on
Day 1. The film’s journey in
India appears to be facing a
few challenges. Unlike many
successful international re-
leases, Obsession was re-
leased only in English, with
no dubbed versions in major
Indian languages.

In several locations, even
subtitles were reportedly un-
available, making it difficult for
a wider audience to connect
with the film. This limited ac-
cessibility may have affected
its initial box office numbers.

Adding to the challenge are
reports suggesting that the

movie could arrive on digital
platforms as early as June 2. If
true, the possibility of an early
OTT release could discourage
casual moviegoers from visit-
ing theatres, especially those
who are already aware of the
film’s upcoming streaming
availability.

Nevertheless, the film’s glo-
bal achievement remains re-
markable. Made on a modest
budget of approximately ?7
crore, Obsession has report-
edly crossed the 71,000 crore
mark worldwide, placing it
among the most profitable
films in recent years.

Similar milestones have pre-
viously been achieved only by
a select group of blockbuster
films worldwide. The coming
weekend will be crucial in de-
termining whether Indian audi-
ences gradually embrace this
worldwide miracle and help it
build momentum through posi-
tive word-of-mouth.
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Tall Beauty
In Backless
Blouse

Faria Abdullah, the 28-year-
old actress, turned up the
heat in a gorgeous red satin
saree. The bold crimson
drape with delicate gold
border detailing made her
look absolutely breathtak-
ing. She paired it with a
stunning backless blouse, |
elegant drop earrings, and
a cocktail ring, "
keeping the look glamorous
yet traditional.

Her poses were effortlessly
sultry and confident. In one
shot, she swept her hand |
through her hair while glanc-
ing away dramatically,
showing off her open back.
In another close-up, she
posed with eyes closed
and a warm backlit glow
framing her curls, pure
magic. Her bold red eye
makeup and glossy lips
completed the look per-
fectly. However, on the work
front, Faria’s recent film
Gaayapadda Simham did
not perform well at the box
office and turned out to be
a major flop.

Even Mahesh Bahu Gouldn't
Escape Re-Release Gurse
/ |
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Superstar Mahesh Babu is the undisputed king of the box office, and
there is also another credit to his track record. So far, most of the
re-releases featuring Mahesh Babu have performed well at the box
office. It is infact his films Pokiri and Okkadu that marked a new
trend in Telugu states. While many stars failed to pull crowds with
re-releases, Mahesh'’s films used to set records. However, Mahesh
also had to taste disappointment with his recent re-release.
Currently, Mahesh Babu’s Athithi was released again and the re-
ports say that the film did not pull reasonable crowds to theatres.
Even during its first release, most of the fans felt that the film is not
entertaining and had disappointed them. Now, the result is the
same. Despite the team taking care in producing a 4K output, the
film could not make much noise except for a few main centers in
Hyderabad. Till now, everyone thought that Mahesh would continue
this trend with success, but now, he too faces heat.
However, the point to be discussed is the choice of films for re-
release. Had it been any other cult or blockbuster film, the success
would have been inevitable. Even otherwise, Athithi is least talked
about and least explored film in Mahesh’s career and hence, fans did
not show any interest. Up next, the fans are eager to witness the
re-release of Athadu on the big screen.!
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