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Germany Proposes Expanded Researcher Exchange
‘and Dual-Degree Partnershlps with India

New Delhi : India and
Germany today explored a
future-oriented partnership
in quantum communication,
photonics, quantum satel-
lite communication, space
technologies and deep-
tech innovation when
Mario Voigt, Minister-Presi-
dent of the Free State of
Thuringia, Germany, cur-
rently on India visit, called
on Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology,
Earth Sciences, and Minis-
ter of State for PMO, Per-
sonnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy
and Space, Dr Jitendra
Singh. The meeting brought
together representatives
from government, research
institutions and industry
from both sides to identify
pathways for connecting
innovation ecosystems and
accelerating collaboration
in frontier technologies.
The meeting was attended
by Rajesh S. Gokhale, Sec-
retary, Department of Sci-
ence & Technology, Dr N.
Kalaiselvi, Secretary, De-
partment of Scientific and
Industrial Research and Di-
rector General, CSIR, along

with senior officials from the
Department of Science &
Technology, Department of
Space, DRDO and other sci-
entific institutions. The Ger-
man delegation was led by
Mario Voigtand included
Christiane Kilian, Member
of the Executive Board,
Foundation for Technology,
Innovation and Research
Thuringia, besides repre-
sentatives from govern-
ment, research
organisations, industry and
technology institutions.
Welcoming the delega-
tion, Dr Jitendra Singh said
India and Germany share a
strong partnership rooted
in science, technology, in-
novation and people-to-
people ties. Recalling the
celebration of 50 years of
India-Germany Science and
Technology Cooperation in
2024, he said scientific col-
laboration has emerged as
one of the strongest pillars
of bilateral engagement and
continues to create new
opportunities in frontier ar-
eas of research, innovation
and industrial develop-
ment. Recognising
Thuringia's emergence as a
major European hub for

photonics, optics, quantum
technologies and advanced
manufacturing, both sides
explored opportunities for
long-term institutional part-
nerships in frontier tech-
nologies. The discussions
focused on leveraging the
complementary strengths
of India and Germany and
promoting deeper engage-
ment among governments,
scientific institutions,
startups and industry to
accelerate the translation of
research into globally com-
petitive technologies, prod-
ucts and innovation-driven
enterprises. Dr Jitendra
Singh highlighted the ma-
jor initiatives undertaken
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra  Modi to
strengthen India's research
and innovation ecosystem.
Referring to the
Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation (ANRF)
and other measures aimed
at promoting industry-
linked research and innova-
tion, he said India is in-
creasingly creating plat-
forms that connect
academia, research institu-
tions, startups and indus-

try, enabling scientific
knowledge to be translated
into practical solutions and
economic value.

The Minister said that
India today hosts the
world's third-largest startup
ecosystem and offers sig-
nificant opportunities for
international collaboration
across biotechnology,
healthcare, water technolo-
gies, artificial intelligence,
clean energy, semiconduc-
tors, advanced manufactur-
ing and space technolo-
gies. He said India's inno-
vation landscape is increas-
ingly driven by collabora-
tion between public institu-
tions, industry and entre-
preneurs, creating new op-
portunities for global tech-
nology partnerships. A ma-
jor focus of the meeting
was cooperation in quan-
tum technologies and
photonics, areas identified
by both sides as critical to
future technological com-
petitiveness. Particular at-
tention was given to oppor-
tunities in quantum commu-
nication, quantum satellite
communication, optical
ground stations, quantum
networks and advanced
photonics technologies,
where India and Thuringia
possess complementary
strengths and capabilities.
The German side shared
details of ongoing Euro-
pean initiatives relating to
quantum communication
infrastructure and optical
communication systems,
including developments
under the EuroOGS net-
work, which seeks to ad-
vance standardisation and
interoperability in optical
ground station technolo-
gies. Discussions also cov-

ered possibilities for scien-
tific engagement, exchange
of expertise and future col-
laboration involving re-
search institutions, tech-
nology organisations and
innovation ecosystems
from both sides. The dis-
cussions reflected the
growing strategic impor-
tance being attached glo-
bally to quantum technolo-
gies and the increasing
need for international col-
laboration in the field. Dr
Jitendra Singh shared the
progress achieved under
India's National Quantum
Mission, including ad-
vances in secure quantum
communication and related
technologies. Both sides
exchanged perspectives on
emerging developments in
quantum computing, quan-
tum communication and as-
sociated infrastructure and
recognised the potential for
deeper cooperation in re-
search, standards develop-
ment, talent exchange and
technology partnerships. Dr
Jitendra Singh also high-
lighted India's expanding
portfolio of mission-mode
programmes in frontier tech-
nologies, including the Na-
tional Quantum Mission,
IndiaAl Mission, National
Green Hydrogen Mission
and biotechnology initia-
tives. He said these
programmes are creating
new opportunities for col-
laborative research, innova-
tion-led growth and tech-
nology partnerships. In the
context of future technology
partnerships, discussions
also touched upon oppor-
tunities for mission-ori-
ented collaboration in
photonics and allied fron-
tier technologies, drawing

6D

upon the complementary
strengths of India and Ger-
many in optics, photonics,
quantum technologies and
innovation-driven manufac-
turing. The meeting also
deliberated on strengthen-
ing cooperation in the
space sector, building upon
the long-standing partner-
ship between the Indian
Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and
the German Aerospace Cen-
tre (DLR). Dr Jitendra Singh
highlighted India's growing
space capabilities, recent
policy reforms encouraging
private participation and in-
ternational collaboration,
and the increasing contri-
bution of startups to the
country's expanding space
economy. The Minister
noted that India has suc-
cessfully launched eleven
German satellites through
Indian launch vehicles and
reiterated India's commit-
ment to expanding interna-
tional cooperation in space
research, technology de-
velopment and commercial
applications. The two sides
discussed potential col-
laboration in satellite com-
munications, optical com-

munications, human space-
flight, microgravity re-
search, Earth observation,
drone technologies and fu-
ture exploration missions.
Recognising that future
technological leadership
will increasingly depend on
stronger partnerships be-
tween governments, re-
search institutions and in-
dustry, both sides dis-
cussed collaborative frame-
works bringing together
public institutions, univer-
sities, scientific laborato-
ries, startups and private
enterprises. The discus-
sions emphasised the im-
portance of translating re-
search outcomes into
deployable technologies,
scalable products and glo-
bally competitive deep-tech
enterprises.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
India's scientific progress is
increasingly being driven
by integrated partnerships
involving academia, re-
search laboratories,
startups and industry. He
added that India welcomes
collaborations that facilitate
the exchange of research-
ers, innovators, entrepre-
neurs and doctoral scholars

-

while creating pathways for
joint technology develop-
ment, industrial innovation
and commercialisation. The
Minister also highlighted
the contribution of the
Indo-German Science and
Technology Centre (IGSTC)
and other bilateral mecha-
nisms that have supported
industry-oriented research
projects, innovation part-
nerships and researcher ex-
change programmes over
the years. He said the next
phase of India-Germany
scientific cooperation of-
fers significant opportuni-
ties in quantum technolo-
gies, photonics, artificial
intelligence, advanced
manufacturing, space tech-
nologies and deep-tech en-
trepreneurship. The two
sides expressed confi-
dence that closer engage-
ment among governments,
scientific institutions, in-
dustries and startups
would further strengthen
the India-Germany strate-
gic partnership and create
new opportunities for inno-
vation-led growth, techno-
logical advancement and
solutions to global chal-
lenges.

Governor of Telangana interacts with
Meghalaya student delegation under
Yuva Sangam Phase VI

New Delhi :
Governor of
Telangana, Shiv Pratap
Shukla, interacted with
the Meghalaya student
delegation at Lok
Bhavan, Hyderabad, on
28th May 2026. The
student delegation, led
by the Indian Institute
of Management
Shillong, is visiting
Telangana as part of an
educational and
cultural exchange
programme aimed at
fostering national
integration and cross-
cultural learning among
youth. Earlier, on 25th
May 2026, the student
delegation received a
warm welcome at the
National Institute of
Technology Warangal,
the host institution for
their visit to Telangana,
marking the beginning
of their immersive
learning and cultural
exchange journey
across the State. During
the interaction, the
Governor highlighted
the important role of
youth in strengthening
national integration,
promoting cultural
understanding, and
contributing towards

The

=

nation-building. The
delegates shared their
experiences from the
Yuva Sangam journey
and presented the
Governor with a
memento as a token of
respect and remem-
brance. The interaction
further enriched the
participants’ under-
standing of India s
diversity, democratic
values, and spirit of
unity.

The student delega-
tion visited prominent
cultural, educational,
and innovation centres
across Telangana,
including iconic land-
marks such as Hussain
Sagar Lake, the Statue
of Equality, Ramappa
Temple, Warangal Fort,
Bhadrakali Temple, and
the Thousand Pillar
Temple, gaining valu-
able insights into the
State’s rich heritage,
cultural legacy, aca-
demic excellence, and
developmental initia-
tives. Participants also
visited Kanha Shanti
Vanam and T-Hub,
where they were intro-
duced to holistic well-
being practices and
India’s growing innova-

tion and startup ecosys-
tem. At NIT Warangal,
they explored research
and innovation facili-
ties, participated in a
plantation drive promot-
ing environmental
sustainability, and
attended the valedictory
programme on 30 May
2026, marking the
culmination of their
learning experiences
and cultural exchanges
during the Yuva
Sangam journey. The
student delegation
departed for
Meghalaya on 31st
May, 2026. Launched
by the Department of
Higher Education,
Ministry of Education,
Yuva Sangam Phase VI
seeks to strengthen
national unity, cultural
harmony, and emotional
integration through
immersive educational
and cultural exchanges.
The initiative brings
together participants
from 22 paired States
and Union Territories,
creating pathways for a
deeper understanding
of India’s diversity,
innovation ecosystems,
and shared aspirations
for nation-building.

A GROUP OF BENEFICIARIES OF FLAGSHIP
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEMES OF MINISTRY OF TRIBAL
AFFAIRS CALLS ON THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA

New Delhi : A group of
beneficiaries of the Minis-
try of Tribal Affairs’ Flag-
ship Scholarship schemes
called on the President of
India, Smt Droupadi Murmu
at Rashtrapati Bhavan. Ad-
dressing the beneficiaries,
the President said that
there is no lack of talent in
our country. All that is re-
quired is providing the
right guidance, support,
and an appropriate plat-
form. Presence of the ben-
eficiaries stands as a testa-
ment to the fact that, given
the opportunity, young

.

people can emerge from our
villages, remote areas, and
tribal regions who will bring
glory to the name of India.
The President said that the
Government of India is mak-
ing continuous efforts,
through various schemes,
to empower and uplift the
youth belonging to tribal
communities. Scholarship
schemes are not merely
means of financial assis-
tance. They serve as ve-
hicles to give wings to the
dreams of youth. Scholar-
ships open doors to new
possibilities in the lives of

youth who possess im-
mense talent but are held
back from progressing due
to a lack of resources.

The President said that
education is a vital instru-
ment of empowerment. It is
education that possesses
the power to render an indi-
vidual self-reliant, aware
and capable. She stated
that education has played
amajor role in her life jour-
ney as well. She said that
the education and experi-
ences of young people
should serve as an inspira-
tion for those children who,

despite having limited re-
sources, dare to dream big.
It is only when they forge
ahead, while taking others
along, that the inclusive
development of the nation
will become a reality. The
President said that the
youth represent the
strength, hope, and bright
future of our nation. She
urged the young people,
especially those from tribal
communities, not to forget
their roots and their people.
She said that when the
youth advance on the
strength of education and

technology, taking pride
in their heritage, they
will build a strong, pros-
perous, and self-reliant
India. We are moving
forward to transform In-
dia into Viksit Bharat by
the year 2047. Youth
will play a significant
role in achieving this
objective. She ex-
pressed that whichever
field they choose to
work in, they can make
an active contribution
towards the development
of the society and the na-
tion.

New Delhi : The Gover-
nor of Odisha, Dr. Hari
Babu Kambhampati, inter-
acted with the Gujarat stu-
dent delegation participat-
ing in Yuva Sangam Phase
VI on 27th May 2026. The
student delegation, led by
the Indian Institute of Man-
agement (IIM) Ahmedabad,
commenced its educational
and cultural exchange visit
to Odisha on 22nd May
2026. Hosted by the Na-
tional Institute of Technol-
ogy (NIT) Rourkela, the
student delegation received
a warm welcome on 25th
May 2026, marking the be-
ginning of an immersive
learning and cultural ex-

change journey across the
State. During the interac-
tion, the Governor high-
lighted the role of youth in
nation-building, cultural
understanding, and
strengthening the spirit of
national integration. The
session provided partici-
pants with valuable insights
into leadership, civic re-
sponsibility, and the impor-
tance of fostering unity
through cultural exchange.

During their visit, the stu-
dent delegation explored
Odisha’s rich cultural, edu-
cational, and developmen-
tal landscape. Participants
visited iconic sites such as
the Konark Sun Temple and

Maa Samaleswari Temple,
gaining insights into the
State’s spiritual and cultural
heritage. They also experi-
enced Odisha’s vibrant tex-
tile traditions through inter-
actions with local artisans
and engaged with the
Munda tribal community
through cultural exchanges

and traditional perfor-

mances. The student del-
egation participated in a
session organised by the
Central Institute of Indian
Languages, which high-
lighted India’s linguistic di-
versity and its role in fos-
tering cultural understand-
ing. They also visited the

delegation under Yuva Sangam Phase |"

National Institute of Technol-
ogy Rourkela FTBI Lab, the
Rourkela Steel Plant, Hirakud
Dam, and Birsa Munda
Hockey Stadium, gaining in-
sights into Odisha’s innova-
tion ecosystem, industrial de-
velopment, engineering ex-
cellence, and sports infra-
structure.
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No Lapses Will Be Tolerated': Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan At CBSE Review

'New Delhi: Union Edu-

cation Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday directed officials
to take all necessary mea-
sures to ensure that issues
faced by students are re-
solved in a timely, transpar-
ent and student-friendly
manner. Chairing a high-
level review meeting at the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) head-
quarters here, Pradhan said
any lapses or negligence,
whether within or outside
the system, will not be tol-
erated and strict action will
be taken in such cases. The
meeting came after the
CBSE defended its digital
evaluation system, saying
the On Screen Marking
System (OSM) process was
backed by a "secure and ro-
bust IT platform". The
board said that the platform
has been "tested and certi-
fied through empanelled
security audits" and is sup-
ported by a "robust digital
infrastructure" with mul-
tiple quality checks and
safeguards for secure scan-
ning and processing of an-
swer booksHeld at the
board's headquarters in
Dwarka, the meeting was at-
tended by School Educa-
tion Secretary Sanjay

Kumar, CBSE Chairperson
Rahul Singh, directors of
IIT Madras and IIT Kanpur,
and senior officials from the
Ministry of Education,
Kendriya Vidyalaya
Sangathan, public sector
banks and CBSE, the minis-
try said in a statement. "Dur-
ing the meeting, the minis-
ter directed officials to take
all necessary measures to
ensure that issues faced by
students are resolved in a
timely, transparent and stu-
dent-friendly manner," the
statement said. Pradhan re-
iterated the government's
commitment to ensuring
transparency, accountabil-
ity and a student-centric ex-
amination system, while as-
suring students and par-
ents that all genuine con-
cerns would be addressed
effectively and
expeditiously. The minister
reviewed the progress of
post-result services with a
focus on strengthening
student support systems,
improving the evaluation
and monitoring framework,
enhancing the CBSE digital
platform, and making exami-
nation-related services
more accessible and effi-
cient for students. He was
apprised that nearly 18 lakh
students appeared for the

Class 12 examinations this
year, involving around 98
lakh answer sheets and
nearly 40 crore scanned
pages. So far, approximately
four lakh students have ac-
cessed around 11 lakh
scanned answer sheets
through the portal. Reiter-
ating that students' inter-
ests remain the
government's foremost pri-
ority, Pradhan assured strict
action against any lapses
and stated that no negli-
gence, whether within or
outside the system, would
be tolerated, the statement
said. The minister also took
note of reports related to
login access issues, heavy
server load and payment-
related difficulties on the
post-examination services
portal. According to the
ministry, an expert technical
team comprising professors
from IIT Madras and spe-
cialists in digital systems
has been tasked with re-
viewing portal stability,
server capacity, login man-
agement and payment gate-
way integration to ensure
seamless and uninterrupted
services for students. "The
Ministry of Education is
closely monitoring the situ-
ation," the statement said.
The review meeting came
amid a political row over al-
leged discrepancies in the
CBSE examination system
after Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday
claimed that the Class 12 ex-
amination results had been
marred by "massive irregu-
larities". Gandhi demanded
an independent judicial in-
quiry and constitution of a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to unearth the truth
behind the "entire scam".
He also alleged that a firm
with a murky past in
Telangana was handed the

Meeting On Class 12 Evaluation

contract by CBSE for digi-
tal evaluation of answer
books. Pradhan said this
was the first time CBSE had
implemented the system on
such a large scale and ac-
knowledged that some dis-
crepancies had come to
notice."Certain discrepan-
cies have come to our no-
tice, and I take responsibil-
ity for them. These issues
will be rectified, and appro-
priate solutions will be
worked out," the minister
said.

Pradhan also hit back at
Gandhi over his remarks,
saying the Leader of Oppo-
sition in Lok Sabha ap-
peared "frustrated" and
"opposed" to technologi-
cal progress. "But as far as
Rahul Gandhi is concerned,
he seems to have reached a
different state of mind. Due
to continuous electoral de-
feats, he appears frustrated.
He opposed SIR, he used
to oppose EVMs, and he
opposed Digital India. He
does not seem to stand with
India's scientific progress,"
he said. Pradhan took re-
sponsibility on behalf of the
government for any "incon-
venience" caused and
urged that this was not the
time for politics. "I myself
take responsibility on be-
half of the government for
any inconvenience, and |
request everyone that this
is not the time for politics. I
have said this earlier as well.
Politics can be done later,"
he said. "The most impor-
tant thing is that the mental
stress of these students
and examinees should not
increase further. We appeal
to everyone that no one's
words or behaviour should
add to their stress," the
minister added. However,
Gandhi hit back at Pradhan
over his comments, saying

attacking him would not
absolve the education min-
ister of his crimes.
"Dharmendra Pradhan ji,
you can attack me all you
want, but it won't absolve
you of your crimes. Nor will
it stop me from demanding
answers for 18.5 lakh chil-
dren," Gandhi said in a post
on X. Posing a string of
questions, Gandhi asked
why the CBSE OSM con-
tract was handed to
COEMPT - "a company al-
ready mired in controversy
under its old name,
Globarena?" "On whose
orders was it done? Why
were no background checks
done? What is the connec-
tion between COEMPT's
management and the Modi
government?" the Leader
of Opposition in the Lok
Sabha asked. "Either you
ran a background check
and went ahead anyway -
or you didn't run one at all.
Either way, you are
complicit," his post read.
Gandhi asserted that if the
prime minister truly cared
about the situation, he should
have dismissed Pradhan long
ago for jeopardising the fu-
tures of countless students.
The CBSE had on Wednes-
day rejected allegations re-
garding the award of contract
to Coempt Edutech, saying
the claims were erroneous,
misleading and not based on
facts. It said the contract was
awarded after following due
procedure under the General
Financial Rules. The row es-
calated after many Class 12
students alleged scoring dis-
crepancies and also that the
scanned copies of their an-
swer sheets uploaded by the
Board did not match their
handwriting, raising con-
cerns over possible answer-
sheet mismatch in the OSM
system.

Department of Higher Education, Ministry of
Education launches applications for the Prime
Minister Research Chair (PMRC) Scheme 2026

New Delhi : The De-
partment of Higher
Education, Ministry of
Education, Government
of India, invites appli-
cations for the Prime
Minister Research Chair
(PMRC) Scheme 2026,
a flagship national ini-
tiative designed to at-
tract accomplished In-
dian-origin research-
ers, scientists, tech-
nologists, and profes-
sionals from globally re-
puted universities,
laboratories, research
institutions, and indus-
tries to premier gov-
ernment Higher Educa-
tion Institutions
(HEIs), national labo-
ratories, and research
centres across India.
The Scheme will con-
nect global Indian tal-
ent with India's rapidly
expanding research,
development, innova-
tion, and technology
ecosystem across 13
thematic areas of na-
tional priority, which in-
clude.

Advanced Computing
(AI, Quantum Comput-
ing & Supercomputing)

Semiconductors

Energy, Sustainability
& Climate Change

Cybersecurity

Healthcare &
MedTech

Biotechnology

Advanced Materials &
Critical Minerals

Space & Defence

Next-Generation
Communications

Manufacturing & In-
dustry 4.0

Agri & Food Tech-
nologies

Blue Economy

Atomic Energy

Anchored on three
core pillars: Lead Insti-
tutions, Host Institu-
tions, and PMRC Fel-

lows, the Scheme is
designed to ensure
mission-aligned, na-
tionally relevant, and
impact-oriented re-
search. Participating
institutions and fellows
will  be selected
through a rigorous pro-
cess overseen by an
Empowered Committee
chaired by the Princi-
pal Scientific Advisor to
the Government of In-
dia. PMRC Fellows will
receive fellowship and
research grant support,
access to laboratories
and research infra-
structure and opportu-
nities to work with
leading government in-
stitutions in India.
Host Institutions un-
der the Scheme will
benefit through inter-
national academic col-
laborations, engage-
ment with globally ac-
complished researchers
and professionals, and
expanded research
and innovation activi-
ties in priority sectors.
The Scheme provides
opportunities for en-
gagement under three
categories namely
Young Research Fel-
lows for early career
researchers, Senior Re-
search Fellows for ex-
perienced researchers,
and Research Chairs for
globally accomplished
research leaders.
Eligible Fellows under
the PMRC Scheme in-
clude accomplished In-
dian origin researchers,
scientists, and profes-
sionals, including Indian
Nationals working
abroad, OCI
cardholders, and Per-
sons of Indian Origin.
The Scheme aims to at-
tract accomplished In-
dian origin researchers

and professionals from
leading global institu-
tions and industries
with  outstanding
achievements in re-
search, innovation, and
technology. Eligible
Host Institutions in-
clude Government
Higher Educational In-
stitutions ranked
among the Top 100 in
NIRF Overall or Engi-
neering categories, or
Top 50 in the NIRF Re-
search category, along
with top national labo-
ratories and research
institutions under
agencies such as De-
partment of Science
and Technology (DST),
Department of Biotech-
nology (DBT), Indian
Council of Medical Re-
search (ICMR), and
Council of Scientific
and Industrial Research
(CSIR), among others.

To supportimplemen-
tation across thematic
areas, seven (07) pre-
mier institutions have
been identified as Lead
Institutions:

Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi (IIT
Delhi)

Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay
(IIT Bombay)

Indian Institute of
Technology Madras
(IIT Madras)

Indian Institute of
Technology Kanpur
(IIT Kanpur)

Indian Institute of
Technology
Hyderabad (11T
Hyderabad)

Indian Institute of
Technology (Indian

School of Mines)
Dhanbad [IIT (ISM)
Dhanbad]

Indian Institute of
Science Bengaluru
(IISc Bengaluru)

Revised Wholesale Price Index
and New Producer Price Indices
Scheduled for Release on June 1

New Delhi: The revision
of'the Base Year of Whole-
sale Price Index (WPI) from
2011-12 to 2022-23 and
compilation of Producer
Price Indices (PPIs) has
been approved by the com-
petent authority in its
meeting held on 25.05.2026.
Earlier, the recommended
compilation methodology
was approved by the Tech-
nical Advisory Committee
(TAC) on Statistics of Price
and Cost of Living (SPCL).
Subsequently, the method-
ology was also presented
before the National Statis-
tical Commission (NSC).

The Office of Economic
Adviser, DPIIT will accord-
ingly release the revised
series of WPI with base
year 2022-23 on 15.06.2026
at 12:00 noon, which would
replace the existing series
of WPI with base year
2011-12. In addition, the Of-
fice would also release new
series of Output Producer
Price Index (OPPI), Trial In-
put Producer Price Index
(IPPI), and Service Pro-
ducer Price Index (Service
PPI) of seven services, viz.,
Banking, Securities Trans-
action, Insurance, Man-
agement of Pension Funds,
Railways, Air (Passenger),
and Telecom with base
year 2022-23.

Considering the wide us-
age of WPl in price escala-
tion clauses, this index will
be released for five years
from the date of release of
the revised series along
with PPI and will be discon-
tinued thereafter. This
would give sufficient time
to users to switch from
WPI to PPI. The transition
from WPI to PPl is in align-
ment with the global best
practices adopted by ad-
vanced economies and the

recommendations of the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF). Availability of
both the Output PPI and
Input PPI gives a better un-
derstanding of the price
movements of output items
vis-s-vis inputs items be-
ing used in an industry. It
also explains how inflation
experienced by producers
on input items are passed
through the output being
produced. The Service
PPIs for seven services
have been compiled in the
first phase based on the of
availability of data from ad-
ministrative sources/agen-
cies. More services are
planned to be added to the
basket of Service PPI in
subsequent phase on the
basis of availability of data.

The WPI and Output PPI
are being compiled on
monthly basis and will be
available for the month of
May 2026 (Provisional)
alongwith the back series
fromApril 2023 to April 2026
(37 months) on 15.06.2026.
The monthly Trial Input
PPI (only for Manufactur-
ing Sector) will be pub-
lished on an experimental
basis from March 2026 on-
wards. This would enable
the Department to examine
the data quality and also
receive feedback of stake-
holders and users. Service
PPI, compiled on quarterly
basis, will be released for
the Q4 of 2025-26 (Provi-
sional) along with the back
series from Q1 0of2023-24
to Q3 0f2025-26.

Key highlights of the
new series of WPI (2022-
23):

(a) Increased number of
Items: The total number of
items has increased from
69710957,

(b) Inclusion of New and

Renewable Energy under
Electricity: New sources of
energy, such as Solar and
Wind, have been added
under ‘Electricity’ Group.
In addition, Nuclear Elec-
tricity has been included in
the basket;

(c) Coherent and Inte-
grated Structure for Track-
ing Energy Prices: Crude
Petroleum and Natural Gas
has been shifted from the
‘Primary Articles’ to the
‘Fuel and Power. This reor-
ganization would lead to
better alignment, as this
group already houses
other major fuels such as
coal, electricity, and petro-
leum products;

(d) Improved Methodol-
ogy for Derivation of
Weights: Gross Value of
Output (GVO) has been
used for preparing weights
for WPI (2022-23) as com-
pared to Net Traded Value
i.e. GVO + Imports — Ex-
ports, used in WPI12011-12
series since the weights
based on GVO reflect the
economic significance of
commodities in a better
way from the producer’s
perspective, as they repre-
sent domestic production;

(e) Improved Computa-
tion Methodology: The el-
ementary indices are being
compiled using short-term

formulation using chain-
based method, in place of
long-term formulation
method (as practiced in the
existing series; and

() Improved Method for
Imputing Missing Price
Data: ‘Targeted Mean Im-
putation” method has been
used, in place of ‘Carry-for-
ward’ method being used
in the existing series of
WPL

(g) Linking Factor: The
Linking Factor has been
computed as ratio of geo-
metric means of the twelve
month indices of old and
new series of WPI for the
financial year 2024-25.
This will be available for All
Commodities and the Ma-
jor Groups.

The weights for Output
PPI and Input PPI have
been derived using the
Supply Table and Use
Table respectively of Sup-
ply & Use Table of Na-
tional Accounts for the
year 2022-23. WPI, Output
PPI and Service PPI are be-
ing compiled on the basis
of Basic Price (which ex-
cludes Net Tax and Trade
& Transport Margin),
whereas Input PPI is being
compiled using
Purchaser’s Price since in-
dustries purchase input
from market.

'He Gave Everything He Had': Mentally Challenged
Man Enters Wedding Celebration In Assam, Hands
Rs.10 Shagun To Bride; Viral Video Melts Hearts

Dispur: A heartwarming
moment from a wedding in
Assam has captured the
internet’s attention after a
mentally challenged man,
locally known as
Manaranjan, unexpectedly
became the most talked-
about guest at the celebra-
tion. According to viral vid-
eos and social media posts,
Manaranjan quietly walked
into the wedding venue and
joined the guests during the
feast. Instead of being
judged or turned away, the
family reportedly welcomed
him with warmth and al-
lowed him to eat alongside
everyone else, a gesture
many online praised as an
example of genuine human-
ity. However, it was what
happened before he left
that truly touched millions.

Manaranjan’s 210 gift
leaves guests emotional

As the ceremony contin-
ued, Manaranjan reportedly
reached into his worn-out
pocket, pulled out a
crumpled Rs.10 note, and
handed it to the bride as
shagun. Despite having
very little himself, he chose
to offer the small amount as
a blessing for the newly
married couple. The emo-
tional gesture quickly went
viral on social media, where
users said the Rs.10 note
carried more value than ex-
pensive gifts or heavy en-
velopes often seen at wed-
dings. Many viewers de-
scribed the moment as a re-
minder that kindness and
generosity are not mea-
sured by money, but by in-
tention. Social media users
flooded the comment sec-
tion with emotional reac-
tions after the video sur-
faced online. One user
wrote, “He gave out of his
poverty, not his abundance.
That Rs.10 note carried a
million dollars worth of pure

intentions. Absolutely
heartwarming.” Another
commented, “It’s a reminder
that generosity isn’t about
the amount - it’s about in-
tent. The bride probably got
envelopes with thousands,
but I"d bet that Rs.10
stayed with her the long-
est.” Several users also
praised the hospitality
shown by the family and
locals in Assam. “Stories
like this are why people say
Assam has some of the

warmest hospitality in In-
dia,” another comment read.
A different user emotionally
added, “Didn't know the
family. Didn't have much.
Gave everything he had.
That's not a stranger... that's
an angel.”

Viral moment becomes
symbol of kindness

The touching incident
has now become one of the
internet’s most emotional
viral moments, with thou-
sands sharing the clip

across platforms. Many
users said the story re-
stored their faith in human-
ity at a time when social
media is often filled with
negativity. While lavish
weddings are usually re-
membered for luxury and
expensive gifts, this simple
710 shagun from
Manaranjan has become
the highlight of the cel-
ebration, proving that even
the smallest gesture can
leave the biggest impact.

NHRC takes suo motu cognizance of 53 maternal
deaths within a year due to lack of facilities in the
Sidhi District of Madhya Pradesh

New Delhi : The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), India has taken suo
motu cognizance of a media report about the deaths of 53 expecting mothers during pre
and post-delivery in the Sidhi district of Madhya Pradesh in one year between April 2025
and March 2026 primarily due to lack of awareness and medical facilities. Reportedly, the
Sidhi district has consistently ranked among the bottom three districts in the Commu-
nity Maternal Health League grading conducted by the State Health Department. The
Commission has observed that the contents of the media report, if true, raise a serious
issue of violation of human rights. Therefore, it has issued a notice to the Chief Secre-
tary, Government of Madhya Pradesh, seeking a detailed report within two weeks. Ac-
cording to the media report, carried on 29th May 2026, out of the 53 maternal deaths, the
average age of the deceased has been reported to be 26 years, with most of them first or
second-time mothers. The news report has also revealed a lack of basic infrastructure,
including doctors and technical experts at Community Health Centres, Primary Health
Centres and the District Hospital, due to which patients are referred to higher medical

facilities in the faraway Rewa District, risking life in transit.
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Sebi Imposes Rs.28.95 Crore Penalty on Suzlon Energy,
Promoters Over FY13-FY21 Financial Misstatements
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Waaree Technologies Reports 39% Revenue
Decline, Net Loss Narrows 19% In FY26

Mumbai: Waaree Tech-

I |
New Delhi: Capital markets
regulator Securities and Ex-
change Board of India (Sebi)
has imposed penalties total-
ing Rs 28.95 crore on Suzlon
Energy Ltd, its promoters, and
former senior executives for
alleged misstatements in the
company's financial state-
ments over several years.
The regulator said the
company failed to provide
investors with a true and
fair picture of its financial
health, profitability, liabili-
ties, and risks.
Penalties on Company
and Key Officials
According to Sebi's order
issued on Friday, the larg-
est penalty of Rs 15.95 crore
has been imposed on

Suzlon Energy Ltd.
The regulator also fined:

->

_

- Vinod R Tanti, Chairman
and Managing Director —
Rs5.75 crore

- Girish R Tanti, Promoter
—Rs 5.45 crore

- Kirti J Vagadia, Former
Chief Financial Officer—Rs
1.5 crore

- Amit Agarwal — Rs 30
lakh

Sebi held that these indi-
viduals were responsible for
disclosures and financial
reporting during the period
under investigation.

What Sebi Found?

In its 96-page order, Sebi
said Suzlon's financial state-
ments did not present a
"true and fair view" of the
company's profitability, net
worth, leverage position, fi-
nancial exposure, and risk
profile.

According to the regula-
tor, such shortcomings
could have misled share-
holders and investors while
assessing the company's
financial condition.

The findings relate to ac-
counting treatment and dis-
closures linked to invest-
ments, loans, impairment of
assets, and transactions in-
volving related parties.

Investigation Began Af-
ter Anonymous Complaint

The case originated from
an anonymous complaint
received by Sebi in Decem-
ber 2019.

The complaint alleged ir-
regularities in transactions
involving Suzlon's subsid-
iaries and associate entities.

Following the complaint,
the National Stock Ex-

change (NSE) conducted a
preliminary review. A foren-
sic audit was later carried
out to examine the allega-
tions in detail.

Probe Covered Six Fi-
nancial Years

Subsequently, Sebi
launched a detailed inves-
tigation to determine
whether the company had
made misrepresentations or
incorrect disclosures in its
financial statements. The
investigation covered the
period from FY'15 to FY20
and also included the first
three quarters of FY21.

Earlier Order Over-
turned

The latest order comes af-
ter Sebi set aside an earlier
ruling by an adjudicating of-
ficer who had disposed of
the matter without imposing
any penalty. After reviewing
the evidence and audit find-
ings, the regulator con-
cluded that monetary pen-
alties were warranted due to
the seriousness of the vio-
lations and their potential im-
pact on investors. The or-
der marks one of the signifi-
cant enforcement actions
against a listed company for
alleged financial reporting
and disclosure lapses, high-
lighting Sebi's continued fo-
cus on transparency and in-
vestor protection in the capi-
tal markets.

Ipca Laboratories Reports 341% Profit

Mumbai: Ipca Laboratories Ltd reported
consolidated revenue from operations of
Rs 2,388.5 crore for the fourth quarter of
FY26, compared with Rs 2,246.7 crore in
the corresponding quarter last year, reflect-
ing growth of 6.3 percent. Profit attribut-
able to owners of the company rose sharply
to Rs 299.1 crore from Rs 67.8 crore a year
earlier. Profit before tax increased to Rs
404.5 crore from Rs 128.0 crore. The
company’s Q4 FY26 results were approved
by the board on May 29, 2026.

Sequential And Annual Growth

Compared with the preceding quarter,
revenue remained largely flat, easing 0.2
percent from Rs 2,392.5 crore. Profit attrib-
utable to owners declined 8.3 percent from
Rs 326.3 crore, while profit before tax fell
9.3 percent from Rs 446.0 crore. Total ex-
penses increased to Rs 2,032.0 crore from
Rs 1,984.4 crore in Q3 FY26. Employee ben-
efit expenses and other operating costs
remained elevated during the quarter. Earn-
ings per share after exceptional items stood
atRs 11.79 compared with Rs 12.86 in the
previous quarter and Rs 2.67 a year earlier.

What Drove The Numbers?

The pharmaceutical company operates in
a single business segment. India contrib-
uted Rs 1,019.8 crore of quarterly revenue,
while overseas markets contributed Rs
1,368.7 crore. During FY26, the group re-
corded an exceptional charge of Rs 45.8
crore related to the implementation of new
labour codes. Other income for the year also
included a gain arising from the
deconsolidation of Bayshore Pharmaceuti-
cals LLC following its sale. These items in-
fluenced reported earnings during the year.

Full-Year Performance

For FY26, consolidated revenue from

Growh In 04 FY26, Revenue Up 6%

operations rose 8.9 percent to Rs 9,646.3
crore from Rs 8,939.6 crore in FY25. Profit
attributable to owners increased 55 percent
toRs 1,141.1 crore from Rs 737.7 crore. Profit
before tax grew to Rs 1,572.5 crore from Rs
1,131.1 crore. The board recommended a divi-
dend of Rs 6 per share of face value Rs 1 each
for FY26, subject to shareholder approval. The
company closed the year with net worth at-
tributable to owners of Rs 8,038.4 crore.

Gujarat Alkalies And
Chemicals Reports 70% Net
Profit Growth In Q4 FY26

Mumbai: Gujarat Alkalies and Chemicals
Limited (GACL) reported consolidated rev-
enue from operations of Rs 1,125.3 crore
for Q4 FY26, up 4.6 percent from Rs 1,075.5
crore in the corresponding quarter last year.
Net profit rose 70 percent year-on-year to
Rs 15.0 crore from Rs 8.8 crore. Profit be-
fore tax increased to Rs 15.4 crore from Rs
10.2 crore a year ago. The company also
returned to profitability on a sequential
basis after reporting a net loss in the pre-
ceding quarter.

Sequential And Annual Growth

Revenue increased 7.7 percent from Rs
1,044.5 crore reported in Q3 FY26. Profit af-
ter tax improved from a loss of Rs 20.0 crore
in the previous quarter to a profit of Rs 15.0
crore in Q4 FY26. Profit before tax rose
sharply from Rs 3.8 crore in Q3 FY26. Total
expenses stood at Rs 1,135.4 crore during
the quarter compared with Rs 1,062.3 crore
in the previous quarter and Rs 1,077.2 crore
a year earlier. Despite higher costs, stron-
ger income and improved contribution from
joint venture and associate investments
supported earnings.

EV Share In
Car Sales

Touches
6.9% In May

New Delhi: Electric four-
wheeler sales reached
21,953 units during the
month, while total passen-
ger vehicle sales stood at
317,354 units, according to
a report by Moneycontrol.
This pushed EV penetration
in the passenger vehicle
market to 6.9 percent, the
highest level seen in more
than a year. The share of
electric cars had stood at4.1
percent in January and 4.2
percent in February before
rising steadily over the fol-
lowing months. Industry
experts said rising fuel
prices and improving con-
sumer confidence in EV
technology played a major
role in boosting demand.

Fuel Price Hikes Sup-
port EV Adoption

The latest increase in EV
sales comes at a time when
petrol and diesel prices have
risen sharply across the
countryOil marketing com-
panies have increased fuel
prices by more than 8 per-
cent, or around ?8 per litre,
over the past two weeks.
The Indian crude oil basket
has also remained above
$100 per barrel for the third
straight month in May.
Higher running costs for
petrol and diesel vehicles
are encouraging more con-
sumers to consider electric
alternatives. Analysts said
rising fuel expenses are be-
coming an important factor
influencing vehicle pur-
chase decisions in urban
markets.

Electric Two-Wheelers
Also Gain Market Share

The shift toward electric
mobility is not limited to
passenger cars. Electric
two-wheelers accounted for
8.9 percent of total motor-
cycle and scooter sales in
May, compared to 6.7 per-
cent in January.

nologies Limited reported
audited standalone finan-
cial results for the half year
ended March 31, 2026,
showing lower revenue but
an improvement in profit-
ability compared with the
corresponding period a
year ago. Revenue from op-
erations declined to Rs 3.0
crore from Rs 4.6 crore in the
halfyear ended March 2025,
while net loss narrowed to
Rs 2.5 crore from Rs 3.0
crore. The company's total
income stood at Rs 3.2 crore
compared with Rs 4.8 crore
in the year-ago period.

Sequential And Annual
Growth

Compared with the pre-
ceding half'year ended Sep-
tember 2025, revenue from

operations fell 26 percent
from Rs 4.1 crore to Rs 3.0
crore. Net loss widened se-
quentially to Rs 2.5 crore
from Rs 1.7 crore. Total ex-
penses declined slightly to
Rs 6.5 crore from Rs 6.6
crore, but remained signifi-
cantly above income levels.
Finance costs increased to
Rs 31.9 lakh during the pe-
riod, while depreciation and
amortisation expenses
stood at Rs 64.4 lakh. Loss
before tax was Rs 3.3 crore
against Rs 2.3 crore in the
previous half year. The de-

cline in revenue was accom-
panied by lower purchases
of stock-in-trade and re-
duced employee benefit ex-
penses. However, operat-
ing costs continued to ex-
ceed income. Other ex-
penses amounted to Rs 1.9
crore during the period. The
company reported a basic
and diluted loss per share
of Rs 2.28, compared with a
loss per share of Rs 2.81 in
the corresponding period
last year. No segment-wise
operational drivers or man-
agement commentary were

®

disclosed in the filing.

Full-Year Performance

For FY26, revenue from op-
erations declined 30 percent to
Rs7.1 crore from Rs 10.2 crore
inFY25. Netloss improved to
Rs 4.2 crore compared with a
loss of Rs 5.7 crore in the pre-
vious year. Total income
stood at Rs 7.5 crore against
Rs 10.5 crore a year earlier.
The company reported a
full-year loss per share of Rs
3.88 versus Rs 5.25 in FY25.
Waaree Technologies did
not announce any dividend
in the results filing.

US-India Trade Deal May
Be Signed In Weeks: Sergio Gor

New Delhi: The long-
awaited trade deal between
India and the United States
may get finalised in a few
weeks. Speaking at the US-
India TRUST Initiative at
the Indian Institute of Tech-
nology Delhi, US Ambassa-
dor to India Sergio Gor said
the agreement could be
signed in the coming weeks
and months. He said both
countries are actively work-
ing to finalise the remaining
details of the deal. Accord-
ing to Gor, India had re-
cently sent a team to Wash-
ington DC to complete the
“last 1 percent” of negotia-
tions.

US-India Trade Deal
May Be Signed In Weeks:
Sergio Gor

He also said a US delega-
tion is expected to visit In-
dia next week to continue
discussions.

Bilateral Trade Crosses
8220 Billion

The US envoy high-

lighted the rapid growth in
trade between the two coun-
tries over the past two de-
cades. He said bilateral
trade between India and the
United States has increased
from around $20 billion to
more than $220 billion in
goods and services. Ac-
cording to him, the rise re-
flects deeper economic en-
gagement and stronger
business integration be-
tween the two countries.

India-Oman Free Trade
Deal May Kick In From
June: Piyush Goyal

Gor added that the pro-
posed trade agreement
could unlock new opportu-
nities for businesses and
workers in both nations. He
also said US President
Donald Trump wants to ex-
pand trade ties in a way that
benefits American busi-
nesses and employees.

Focus On Innovation
And Technology

The ambassador said

trade growth is now in-
creasingly driven by inno-
vation and high-value sec-
tors. He mentioned areas
such as digital trade, ad-
vanced manufacturing, en-
ergy and emerging tech-
nologies as key drivers of
future cooperation. Accord-
ing to Gor, the partnership
is helping not only large
corporations but also
startups and entrepreneurs
from both countries. Ex-
perts believe technology
partnerships are becoming
one of the strongest pillars
of the India-US economic
relationship. US Trade
Team To Visit India From
June 1 To Finalise Interim
Trade Agreement

Critical Minerals Col-
laboration Expands

Speaking about strategic
cooperation, Gor also dis-
cussed collaboration in the
field of critical minerals. He
acknowledged India’s deci-
sion to launch the National

Critical Minerals Mission and
said researchers from both
countries are working to-
gether to exchange knowl-
edge and expertise. Critical
minerals are considered im-
portant for industries such as
electric vehicles, clean energy,
electronics and defence
manufacturing. Both coun-
tries are looking to strengthen
supply chains and reduce de-
pendence on limited global
sources for these minerals.

1DBI Bank Stake Sale: Govt Examining Legal
Provisions T0 Accept Bids Below Reserve Price

New Delhi: The govern-
ment is once again explor-
ing ways to move ahead
with the privatisation of
IDBI Bank. According to
reports, officials are exam-
ining legal provisions that
may allow bids below the
reserve price to be accepted
under the tender frame-
work. The development
comes after bids submitted
earlier this year by Fairfax
Financial Holdings and
Emirates NBD were report-
edly rejected because they
were lower than the
government’s internal valu-
ation. The reserve price for
the transaction has not
been publicly disclosed.

IDBI Bank Stake Sale:
Govt Planning To Cut Re-
serve Price By 20%

Privatisation Process
Had Stalled In March

The privatisation process
was paused in March after
the government failed to
receive bids matching its
valuation expectations. Po-
tential buyers, including
Fairfax India Holdings and
Emirates NBD, had submit-
ted financial offers that re-
portedly fell short of the re-
serve price fixed by the gov-
ernment. Officials are now
considering whether legal
provisions can be used to

accept lower bids in order
to complete the sale pro-
cess. The government is ex-
pected to take a decision
soon as it aims to strengthen
non-tax revenue collections
through disinvestment.
Reports suggest the gov-
ernment may also consult
Securities and Exchange
Board of India regarding
valuation-related concerns.
One of the key issues is IDBI
Bank’s very small public
shareholding, which cur-
rently stands at only 5.28
percent. Analysts believe
the limited free float may af-
fect price discovery and valu-
ation calculations during the
sale process. The Centre
currently owns 45.48 per-

cent in IDBI Bank, while Life
Insurance Corporation of
India holds another 49.24
percent stake. Together, the
government and LIC control
94.72 percent ownership in
the bank. The Centre and
LIC had planned to jointly
sell around 60.72 percent of
their combined holding in
the Mumbai-based lender.
Based on current market
prices, the proposed trans-
action was estimated to be
worth nearly $6.5 billion. The
IDBI Bank sale is among the
government’s biggest pend-
ing privatisation plans. So
far, the privatisation of Air
India remains the most suc-
cessful disinvestment com-
pleted by the government in

recent years. Other pro-
posed stake sales, including
those involving Shipping
Corporation of India, BEML
and Bharat Petroleum, have
seen limited progress. The
plan to privatise IDBI Bank
was firstannounced in 2016
by former Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley during his Bud-
get speech. Finance Minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman re-
cently reiterated that the
government remains com-
mitted to continuing its di-
vestment programme. Offi-
cials believe completing
large privatisation deals
could help improve govern-
ment finances and reduce the
burden of running non-core
businesses.

Govt May Cut 12.5% LTCG Tax, $250,000 LRS Limit To Curb Forex Outflow

Mumbai: The government is preparing a set
of measures to reduce pressure on India’s cur-
rent account deficit as the rupee weakens and
foreign investors continue pulling money out
of Indian markets. According to a report by
Financial Express, the proposed measures
could be announced within a week. One of
the key proposals under consideration is re-

ducing the long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax
on listed equities and government bonds. The
government is also considering lowering the
withholding tax on interest income earned by
foreign investors from government securities.

Tax Relief May Help Attract Foreign In-
vestors

Currently, foreign investors pay 12.5 per-

cent LTCG tax on listed shares and bonds held
for more than 12 months.

In addition, foreign portfolio investors are
charged around 20 percent withholding tax on
interest earned from government bonds.

Reports said the withholding tax was only 5
percent until 2023 and is now among the high-
est rates imposed globally.

Officials believe reducing these taxes could
encourage foreign investors to retain money
in Indian markets and reduce dollar outflows
from the economy.

Foreign portfolio investors have reportedly
withdrawn more than $24 billion from Indian
equities in 2026 so far, compared to $19 billion
during the entire year of 2025.

Government Also Reviewing LRS Limit

Apart from tax changes, the government is
also considering reducing the Liberalised Re-
mittance Scheme (LRS) limit.

At present, individuals are allowed to remit
up to $250,000 abroad every year for purposes
such as education, travel, investments and
property purchases.
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Course After Dhurandhar?

Alia Bhatt’s upcoming action
thriller Alpha is set to introduce
a fresh direction for the YRF
Spy Universe by moving away
from the familiar India-Pakistan
cooperation storyline often
seen in spy films. Recent re-
ports suggesting that the film
revolves around an Indian and
Pakistani agent teaming up for
amission have been dismissed
by sources associated with the
project. Unlike previous entries
in the franchise, Alpha will re-
portedly focus on the origin
story of Alia Bhatt’s character,
who is not a spy but an assas-
sin. The film follows a young
woman raised from childhood
to become a highly skilled kill-
ing machine.

Shaped by a difficult up-
bringing and trained to trust no
one, she becomes a dangerous
lone operative whose journey
forms the narrative’s emotional
and action-packed core.
Sources claim that the movie
deliberately avoids themes of
India-Pakistan friendship, dip-
lomatic reconciliation, or joint
intelligence operations. Many
opined that they opted this
strategy post Dhurandhar suc-

cess. Instead, the story is ex-
pected to highlight India’s de-
termination and strength in
confronting its enemies inde-
pendently. This creative shift
is being viewed as a bold

move by producer Aditya
Chopra, who appears keen to
expand the spy universe with
more unconventional and
morally complex characters.
Directed by Shiv Rawail, Al-

pha also stars Sharvari,
Bobby Deol, and Anil Kapoor.
The film is scheduled to re-
lease on July 3, 2026. One
needs to see how all this pans
out in the days to come.

Will Charan’s Last-Ball Sixer Push
Peddi to the Next Level?

Ram Charan and Buchi Babu
Sana teamed up for the first
time for the prestigious film
titled Peddi. The film gears up
for a grand release on the 4th
of this month, and the team
held a pre-release event today
in Vijayawada. During his
speech, Charan expressed

complete confidence that the
film would perform well at the
box office. While some felt the
film was not generating the
desired buzz, he changed the
narrative entirely with his
speech. There has long been
a perception that Charan car-
ries a bit of stage fear, but with

his confident and powerful ad-
dress today, he seemed to put
that notion to rest.

Ram Charan remained on
the stage with full emotion
and enthusiasm to share a lot
of things about his film and
the team behind it. Although
he fumbled at times as the
emotion overtook him,
Charan clearly stated that
Peddi is a film that comes once
in a decade, echoing the state-
ment of Megastar Chiranjeevi
who expressed a similar feel-
ing earlier. Ram Charan also
said that Peddi is a film that
demands enormous hard
work for him, and he does not
mind putting his everything
for a film like this. Charan had
no qualms in saying that he
can go to any extent for a film
like Peddi and heaped praises
over director Buchi Babu
Sana, hoping that he will soon
enter the list of top three di-
rectors in the film industry.

Ram Charan also talked
about the vibe of the film, while
working for it. He said that he

can clearly pass time home in-
stead of doing films but the
hunger to entertain the fans,
make them feel proud and de-
liver good cinema is always
keeping him on his toes and
he did achieve it with Peddi.
He also told that he felt like
this in the past for
Magadheera, RRR and
Rangasthalam. Coming to the
bookings, AP ticket sales
opened this afternoon on a
strong note. The event and the
Massa Massa video song
could provide a significant
boost to both domestic and
overseas bookings, which is
exactly what the film needs at
this stage. Having said that,
Charan expressed his clear
confidence that Peddi is one
film that will not disappoint the
audiences and the promotional
content released so far stand
as solid evidence. In almost 48
hours, the film will be out as
the premieres will happen. If
the film becomes a hit, Peddi
will revive the theatrical busi-
ness once again.

No Leshian Love Story Between

As anticipation builds for
Cocktail 2, slated to hit
theatres on June 19, the film’s
makers have addressed
rumors surrounding the
storyline and the characters
played by Kriti Sanon and
Rashmika Mandanna. In
recent weeks, social media
buzz suggested that the two
actresses would portray a
lesbian couple in the film and
that the narrative would
include several steamy
scenes between them. The
speculation gained traction
online, prompting discus-
sions among fans eager to
know more about the roman-
tic drama. However, during a
press interaction held on
Monday, producer Dinesh
Vijan firmly denied the
reports. Clarifying the film’s
plot, he stated that Cocktail 2
does not feature a lesbian
love story. Instead, the film
revolves around two separate
romantic tracks that are
contemporary, emotionally
charged, and bold in their
treatment.

Vijan emphasized that the
rumors were baseless and
that audiences should wait to
experience the story on the

big screen. While the film does explore modern relationships and complex emotions, he stressed
that the circulating claims do not accurately reflect the narrative. Directed by Homi Adajania,
Cocktail 2 stars Shahid Kapoor in the lead role alongside Kriti Sanon and Rashmika Mandanna.
The film is expected to blend romance, drama, and humor, much like its predecessor, while
presenting a fresh take on relationships for a new generation of viewers.

Romantic After Wedding Song

Vijay Deverakonda’s upcom-
ing film Ranabaali is one of the
most awaited projects of 2026.
The film is produced by Mythri
Movie Makers and presented
by T-Series. It is being made on
a grand scale by producers
Naveen Yerneni and Y Ravi
Shankar. After the success of
Taxiwaala, Vijay Deverakonda
is working again with director
Rahul Sankrityan. The filmis a
period action drama set in the
British colonial era. Rashmika
Mandanna plays the female

From Rashmika And Vijay{{_

lead, while Hollywood actor
Arnold Vosloo plays the villain.
The title glimpse already cre-
ated strong buzz among fans.
Recently, Vijay
Deverakonda and Rashmika
Mandanna got married in
Udaipur. To celebrate the oc-
casion, the Ranabaali team re-
leased a special glimpse fea-
turing Ranabaali and Jayamma
after their marriage. The video
shows beautiful and emotional
moments between the couple.
It highlights their love and

¥

chemistry in a simple and heart
touching way. The period set-
ting and traditional Telugu
backdrop make the visuals
even more appealing. The mu-
sic by Ajay—Atul adds more
emotion to the glimpse. The
background score and song
create a strong impact. With
this special surprise, director
Rahul Sankrityan has in-
creased expectations on the
film. Ranabaali is set for a
worldwide release on Septem-
ber 11, 2026.

‘Peddi Will Become Major Pillar
Of Support For Industry’

The IPL final took place yesterday, but the at-

mosphere at Mega Power Star Ram Charan’s
Peddi pre-release event in Vijayawada felt no dif-
ferent. With a massive sea of fans flooding the
venue, the event resembled a grand IPL final,
showcasing the unparalleled craze surrounding
Peddi. Jagapathi Babu who played a crucial role
in the movie revealed his connection with
Vijayawada city. “Just as it is a fact that [ was
born in Vijayawada city, it is equally certain that
Peddi will become a major pillar of support for the
industry- distributors, exhibitors, and all of us
artists. This is a film that is destined to reach
another level altogether. It is a film that will sat-
isfy everyone’s hunger and thirst for great cin-
ema. It has been nearly eight years since I got
such a powerful character. After Aravinda
Sametha, Peddi is that film for me. I don’t know
how Buchi Babu envisioned me as Appalasuri,
but I am confident this will become one of the
best films of my career. I once had a discussion
with Megastar Chiranjeevi, and told him that
Charan succeeded as a human being. I have im-
mense affection and admiration for Charan. Buchi

Babu may appear small and simple on the out-
side, but the intelligence and talent he possesses
are unbelievable and limitless.” This is turning
out to be another grand event like that in Bhopal,
and team Peddi is taking the buzz to new heights.

Janhvi Kapoor’s Excellent
Speech in Telugu!

Jahnvi Kapoor is one of the
most celebrated actors in
Bollywood. Although she had
a solid film background, she
experienced both lows and
highs at a very early stage in
her career. But she is stable at
the moment and is focusing
more on Pan-India films.

The actress will next be seen
in Peddi, which is gearing up
for a grand release on June 4th.
Interestingly, Jahnvi is leaving
no stone unturned to grab the
attention of Telugu audiences.

Jahnvi Kapoor spoke in
Telugu today at the pre-release
event of Peddi. She delivered
her lines perfectly without any
hesitation or hindrance. Jahnvi
expressed her happiness in
finding her real purpose in life,
which is to entertain the audi-
ences. And she has tagged it
to the message that Peddi of-
fers, which says that one
should find their purpose in life.

Jahnvi stressed the fact that
Peddi will have a message, and
yet it will thoroughly impress
everyone. What’s pretty inter-
esting is that she has delivered
her speech in Telugu. In the
recent past, many heroines who
come from other languages are

making it a

point to

speak in Telugu but

Jahnvi completely stands out. This is probably the best Telugu
speech in recent times by a non-Telugu heroine at a public
event. If Jahnvi continues to maintain this, she will surely get
more offers and emerge as the star heroine just like her mother
did. If Peddi becomes a blockbuster, that will increase her mar-
ket value down South. Peddi is hitting the screens on 4th June
and it is directed by Buchi Babu Sana.
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