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India-South Africa Tech Gollaboration

New Delhi: India and
South Africa today agreed
to scale up bilateral coop-
eration in future technolo-
gies, with Artificial Intelli-
gence, Digital Infrastruc-
ture and Advanced Manu-
facturing emerging as key
priorities for the next phase
of bilateral engagement.
During talks with South Af-
rica Deputy Minister of Sci-
ence, Technology and In-
novation Dr Nomalungelo
Gina, who called on him ac-
companied by a high-level
delegation, Union Minister
Dr Jitendra Singh called for
taking the relationship be-
yond traditional research
cooperation towards inno-
vation-driven partnerships
capable of delivering eco-
nomic and societal impact
at scale. Holding bilateral
talks with Dr. Nomalungelo
Gina, Deputy Minister of
Science, Technology and
Innovation of South Africa,
Dr Jitendra Singh said that
the next phase of India-
South Africa engagement
must be shaped by emerg-
ing technologies, innova-
tion ecosystems, startup
partnerships and industry-
linked research. He said the
two countries possess
complementary strengths
that can be leveraged to cre-
ate affordable, scalable and
inclusive technological so-
lutions for the developing
world.

The Minister said India
and South Africa share a
unique partnership forged

¥

through a common history,
democratic values and a
shared commitment to inclu-
sive growth. He noted that
as influential voices of the
Global South, both coun-
tries are increasingly con-
tributing to shaping inter-
national conversations on
science, technology and
innovation through plat-
forms such as BRICS, IBSA,
G20 and IORA, while also
advancing bilateral coop-
eration across multiple stra-
tegic sectors. The meeting
was held at the Kartavya
Bhawan in New Delhi. The
Indian delegation included
Dr. Rajesh S. Gokhale, Sec-
retary, DST, senior officials
of the Department and rep-
resentatives from the Min-
istry of External Affairs. The
South African delegation
was led by Deputy Minis-
ter Dr. Nomalungelo Gina
and comprised senior offi-
cials from the Department of
Science, Technology and
Innovation and the South
African High Commission.

Dr. Jitendra Singh said
India has emerged as one
of'the world’s fastest-grow-
ing innovation ecosystems,
supported by major na-
tional initiatives in Artificial
Intelligence, Quantum
Technologies, Cyber-
Physical Systems, Digital
Public Infrastructure and
startup-led innovation. He
said these advancements
present new opportunities
for collaborative research,
technology development

N =3

and innovation partner-
ships with South Africa.
Emphasising that science
must increasingly translate
into solutions that improve
lives, generate employment
and strengthen economies,
the Minister called for
deeper engagement among
research institutions, inno-
vation agencies, startups
and industry from both
countries. He said future
cooperation should focus
not only on scientific excel-
lence but also on technol-
ogy deployment, commer-
cialization and societal out-
comes.

A key outcome of the dis-
cussions was the decision
to intensify collaboration in
Advanced Materials and
Manufacturing, Geospatial
Technologies and Digital
Infrastructure, priority areas
identified under the India-
South Africa Joint Commit-
tee mechanism. Both sides
agreed to accelerate inter-
actions among scientists,
institutions and technical
experts to transform these
focus areas into concrete
collaborative programmes
and outcomes. The discus-
sions also highlighted sub-
stantial opportunities in
biotechnology, genomics,
vaccine development,
health technologies and
pandemic preparedness. Dr.
Jitendra Singh said recent
global experiences have re-
inforced the importance of
resilient healthcare systems
and scientific partnerships,

adding that India’s
strengths in biotechnology,
affordable healthcare inno-
vation and vaccine manu-
facturing offer significant
scope for collaboration
with South Africa.

South Africa expressed
strong interest in expanding
cooperation with India in
renewable energy, hydro-
gen technologies, ad-
vanced manufacturing, digi-
tal technologies, health sci-

. ences, vaccine research

and skills development. Dr.
Gina said South Africa val-
ues India as a trusted part-
ner and is keen to
strengthen institutional link-
ages, research collabora-
tion and innovation partner-
ships across priority sec-
tors. Recalling the strong
foundation of bilateral sci-
entific engagement, she
noted that the two countries
have already built an exten-
sive network of collabora-
tive research initiatives, in-
cluding nearly 150 co-
funded projects across di-
verse scientific disciplines.
She expressed confidence
that the partnership is now
well-positioned for signifi-
cant expansion in emerging
technology domains and
innovation-driven collabo-
ration.

The two leaders also re-
viewed cooperation in as-
tronomy, one of the flagship
areas of India-South Africa
scientific engagement. Dr.
Jitendra Singh highlighted
the significance of the
Square Kilometre Array
(SKA) project, describing it
as one of the most ambi-
tious scientific endeavours
ofthe century and a power-
ful example of how interna-
tional collaboration can
drive scientific discovery,
advanced computing capa-
bilities, technological inno-
vation and human resource
development. Recognising
the growing importance of
multilateral scientific en-
gagement, Dr. Jitendra
Singh invited South
Africa’s active participation

in the BRICS Science, Tech-
nology and Innovation
Ministerial Meeting sched-
uled to be held in Chennai
in August 2026. He said
BRICS cooperation is cre-
ating new opportunities for
collaborative research in
areas such as high-perfor-
mance computing, artificial
intelligence, renewable en-
ergy, biotechnology, water
resources, precision agri-
culture and materials sci-
ence. The South African
side also invited India to
participate in the Science
Forum South Africa 2026,
one of Africa’s premier plat-
forms for global scientific
dialogue, knowledge ex-
change and innovation part-
nerships. Both sides wel-
comed the opportunity to
further strengthen scientific
engagement through regu-
lar institutional interactions
and high-level exchanges.
India and South Africa have
maintained a vibrant Sci-
ence and Technology part-
nership since the signing of
the bilateral S&T Agree-
ment in 1995. Over the
years, the relationship has
expanded across as-
tronomy, biotechnology,
health sciences, indigenous
knowledge systems, renew-
able energy, advanced ma-
terials and earth sciences.
The two countries have
jointly supported dozens
of research projects and
continue to deepen col-
laboration through struc-
tured institutional
mechanisms. The meet-
ing concluded with a
shared resolve to build a
stronger, future-ready in-
novation partnership
driven by research excel-
lence, technology devel-
opment, startup collabo-
ration and people-to-
people scientific ex-
changes, with the objec-
tive of generating mean-
ingful benefits for both
nations and contributing
to the broader develop-
ment aspirations of the
Global South.

RCB Title Celebrations Turn Violent, Police Arrest 18
After Fans Vandalise Private Bus In Andhra Pradesh

Police in Andhra Pradesh
arrested 18 people after al-
leged vandalism during
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru's IPL 2026 title
celebrations in Kurnool.
According to police, fans
damaged APSRTC buses, a
private bus and other prop-
erty after RCB beat Gujarat
Titans in the final. CCTV
footage, social media vid-
eos and technical evidence

were used to identify sus-
pects. Further arrests may
follow.

RCB Title Celebrations
Turn Violent, Police Arrest
18 After Fans Vandalise Pri-
vate Bus In Andhra Pradesh

Royal Challengers
Bengaluru's (RCB) historic
second consecutive Indian
Premier League (IPL) title
triumph was marred by in-
cidents of vandalism in

parts of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. As many as
18 people were arrested for
allegedly damaging public
and private property during
victory celebrations.The
arrests were made following
a late-night disturbance
near Raj Vihar Centre in
Kurnool after RCB defeated
the Gujarat Titans in the [PL
2026 final on Sunday. Ac-
cording to police, large

crowds of cricket fans
poured onto the streets to
celebrate the franchise's
back-to-back championship
victory.

Private buses vandalised

During the celebrations,
a group of fans allegedly
vandalised several vehicles,
including a private bus and
Andhra Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation
(APSRTC) buses. Windows
were smashed, and damage
was also reported to road-
side infrastructure and pri-
vate property.

Acting on complaints,
Kurnool District Superin-
tendent of Police Vikrant
Patil ordered a detailed in-
vestigation. Officers re-
viewed CCTV footage, so-
cial media videos and other
technical evidence to iden-
tify those involved in the
vandalism.

Police subsequently ar-
rested 18 individuals sus-
pected of participating in
the destruction. On Mon-

day, the suspects were es-
corted from the Two Town
Police Station to court un-
der tight security, drawing
attention from local resi-
dents and traders.

Authorities warned that
strict action would be taken
against anyone damaging
public or private property
under the guise of celebra-
tions. Police said the inves-
tigation remains ongoing
and additional arrests could
follow if more evidence
emerges.

The suspects have been
produced before the court,
and further legal proceed-
ings are under way.

RCB sealed their title win
on Sunday following a
comfortable victory over
the Gujarat Titans in
Ahmedabad. The
Bengaluru franchise are
only the third team to suc-
cessfully defend their title
after Chennai Super Kings
(CSK) and Mumbai Indi-
ans.

Cabinet Approves Rs 10,000-Crore
Fund Amid Rising Jet Fuel Prices

New Delhi:The Centre
today approved Rs 10,000
crore for an aviation fuel
price stabilisation fund, In-
formation Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw announced.
Vaishnaw stated that the
conflict in the Middle East
has forced aviation turbine
fuel to increase 2.5 times --
Rs 60.5 per litre in March
2026 to Rs 142 per litre in
May 2026. The Centre has
capped aviation turbine

fuel at Rs 75.6 per litre for
domestic operations. ATF
accounts for roughly 40 per
cent of the operating costs
of airlines. The price surge
has severely impacted air-
lines and oil marketing com-
panies. The Information
Minister said that there are
"huge benefits" to this big
government decision. "The
fund will help stabilise ATF
prices for scheduled Indian
carriers and will prevent dis-

ruption of airline operations.
It will also shield air passen-
gers from fare spikes driven
by the global price surge,"
Vaishnaw stated. "It will
protect 77 lakh jobs depen-
dent on the aviation eco-
system and safeguard sub-
stantial public investment
in airport infrastructure by
keeping airline operations
viable. The fund will main-
tain regional and interna-
tional connectivity to Eu-

rope, North America and
Central Asia, given the
Pakistan airspace clo-
sure," the Union Minister
added. ATF price
stabilisation support will
be in force for a period of
36 months with provision
for annual review or until
the advance amount is
fully recovered/settled,
whichever is earlier. The
support will be provided
to OMCs to facilitate

stable ATF pricing for air-
lines during the ongoing
period of exceptional fuel
price volatility arising
from the West Asia crisis,
according to an official
statement."A one-time
budgetary support of up
to Rs 10,000 crore shall be
provided as an interest-
free advance to OMCs to

support ATF  price
stabilisation for Scheduled
Indian Airlines.

N NEDC-NFAI Restores
Eight Iconic Ritwik

Ghatak Films in Pristine
4K for Global Audiences

BEFORE

New Delhi: In a monu-
mental stride towards pre-
serving and globally pro-
moting India’s rich cin-
ematic heritage, the Na-
tional Film Development
Corporation — National Film
Archive of India (NFDC-
NFAI), operating under the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting (MIB), has
successfully restored leg-
endary filmmaker Ritwik
Ghatak’s entire feature
filmography in 4K. To com-
memorate the visionary
director's birth centenary,
NFDC-NFAI has partnered
with the British Film Insti-
tute (BFI) to present a land-
mark retrospective at the
prestigious BFI Southbank
in London, commencing in
June 2026. This comprehen-
sive showcase will allow in-
ternational audiences to ex-
perience Ghatak’s radical
storytelling and profound
aesthetic vision in its ulti-
mate, pristine visual form.
The restoration project of
the films of Ghatak is one of
the most commendable
works of National Film Heri-
tage. Speaking on the insti-
tutional significance of this
international collaboration,
Shri Prakash Magdum,
Managing Director, NFDC,
stated, "India possesses
one of the most vibrant cin-
ematic legacies in the world,
and the NFDC-NFATI is
mandated to restore and
preserve these assets to the
highest global standards
under the NFHM. As we
mark the birth centenary of
Shri Ritwik Ghatak, we are
pleased to collaborate with
the BFI for this retrospec-
tive in London. It provides
an excellent platform for the
global film community to ex-
perience Shri Ghatak’s bril-
liance and witness the cali-
ber of India's archival
achievements firsthand."
This massive archival tri-
umph was executed under
the National Film Heritage
Mission (NFHM), which is
MIB’s flagship initiative
dedicated to the safeguard-
ing of the nation's audiovi-
sual legacy. The meticulous
4K restorations were
achieved by utilizing vari-

BARI THAKEY PALIYE (1959)

ous original film elements
that have been carefully
preserved over decades by
the NFDC-NFALI, alongside
invaluable resources from
the West Bengal State Film
Archive. To ensure visual
authenticity and strict ad-
herence to the maestro's
original cinematic vision,
the color grading process
was directly supervised by
the National Award-win-
ning Indian cinematogra-

pher Shri Avik
Mukhopadhyay, who
lauded the NFHM restora-

tion project, said “I am re-
ally proud and enthralled to
be part of Ghatak restora-
tion as he is one of the most
original filmmaker nationally
and internationally. As a
Cinematographer, it offered
me a scope to watch his
beautiful craft closely. I re-
ally thank the whole team
for such a painstaking but
wonderful effort.”

The London retrospec-
tive will provide an oppor-
tunity to engage with
Ghatak’s creative universe
across multiple periods of
his illustrious career. The
expansive programme fea-
tures the newly restored 4K
presentations of his eight
seminal narrative features,
namely Nagarik, Ajantrik,
Bari Thekey Paliye, Meghe
Dhaka Tara, Komal Gandhar,
Subarnarekha, Titas Ekti
Nadir Naam, and Jukti
Takko Aar Gappo. Comple-
menting these master-
pieces, the showcase will
also screen his historically
significant shorter format
works, documentaries, and
rare incomplete work, in-
cluding Bihar Ke
Darshaniya Sthan, Musafir,
Fear, Rendezvous, Nagarik
Sanrakshan, Scientists of
Tomorrow, Yeh Kyun, My
Lenin, Puruliar Chhau,
Durbar Gati Padma, Heerer
Prajapati, Chinnamul,
Ramkinkar Baij, Rounger
Golam, and Bagalar Banga
Darshan. This partnership
between NFDC-NFAI and
the BFI strongly reinforces
the continued commitment
to restore India’s cinematic
assets to world-class stan-
dards. By championing

such extensive restorative

and promotional initiatives
under the National Film
Heritage Mission, the Gov-
ernment of India ensures
that these masterpieces will
transcend geographical
boundaries and continue to
inspire global audiences for
decades to come. The Na-
tional Film Development
Corporation—National Film
Archive of India (NFDC-
NFAI) is India's premier in-
stitution dedicated to pre-
serving, documenting, and
promoting the nation's
cinematic heritage. It aims
to trace, acquire, preserve,
and restore films of histori-
cal, cultural and artistic
significance for future
generations while also
maintaining a representa-
tive collection of world
cinema. A member of the
International Federation of
Film Archives (FIAF) since
1969, NFDC-NFALI serves
as a key repository of
India's film history. Its Re-
search and Documentation
Section houses an exten-
sive collection of film-re-
lated materials, including
over 2 lakh photographs,
40,000 film posters, 24,000
song booklets, and 2.28
lakh press clippings, much
of which has been digi-
tized for preservation and
research purposes.

About National Film
Heritage Mission
(NFHM)

To strengthen film pres-
ervation efforts, the Gov-
ernment of India launched
the National Film Heritage
Mission (NFHM) in 2015.
Under this mission,
NFDC-NFAI undertakes
2K and 4K digitization and
restoration of landmark
Indian films, conducts
condition assessments of
film reels, develops archi-
val vaults, and builds in-
stitutional capacity
through training and work-
shops. Through these ini-
tiatives, NFDC—NFAI plays
a vital role in safeguarding
India's rich cinematic legacy
and ensuring that classic
films remain accessible to
present and future genera-
tions.

'Don't Have Courage To Take Exam
Again': NEET Aspirant Dies By Suicide

What began as a dream
of lifting a family out of pov-
erty through education has
ended in heartbreak.
Akanksha Chaturvedi, a
NEET aspirant from
Madhya Pradesh's
Mauganj district, allegedly
died by suicide in Nagpur
after reportedly falling into
depression following re-
ports of irregularities and an
alleged paper leak linked to
the medical entrance
examination.The 18-year-
old student, who had been
preparing for the National
Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) through a
coaching institute in
Nagpur, was found hanging
in her room on May 20.
Days later, a handwritten
note recovered by the fam-
ily has brought her final
thoughts into public view,
revealing the immense emo-
tional burden she had been

carrying.

"Mom and Dad, you had
faith that your daughter
would study hard and be-
come a doctor, but I no
longer have the courage to
take the NEET exam again,"
Akanksha wrote in the note.
"I was scoring good marks in
my first attempt, but now there
is no guarantee that [ will per-
form well again. I am sorry,
Mom and Dad. I have ruined
everything."

Akanksha belonged to
Maganiya village in Maugan;j
district. Her father, Krishna
Kumar Chaubey, is a small
farmer who, according to fam-
ily members, had taken sig-
nificant financial risks to sup-
port his daughter's education.
Apart from cultivating a small
piece of land, he worked as a
cook in Nagpur to meet house-
hold expenses and coaching
fees. Relatives say the family
had borrowed nearly Rs 3 lakh

through a Kisan Credit Card
loan and also took financial
help from relatives to fund
Akanksha's preparation.

According to her uncle,
Jagdish Prasad Chaturvedi,
Akanksha had returned home
after the examination full of
confidence. "She was ex-
tremely happy after the exam
and told us she expected to
score more than 650 marks,"
he said. "But when reports
about the paper leak started
appearing, she went into deep
shock. She stopped eating,
stopped talking much and re-
mained disturbed. We never
imagined things would end
this way."Family members
claim that the controversy
surrounding the examina-
tion deeply affected the
young aspirant, who feared
that her hard work and per-
formance would lose value
amid allegations of irregu-
larities.
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Release of Uniform Guideline for
Compilation of District Domestic Product
(DDP) Estimates with Base Year 2022-23

New Delhi: The National
Statistics Office (NSO), Min-
istry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), Government of
India, had uploaded the
Draft Guideline for Compi-
lation of District Domestic
Product (DDP) Estimates
with Base Year 2022-23 on
the official website of
MoSPI on 07.04.2026 for
consultation and feedback
from stakeholders, includ-
ing States/UTs, academic
institutions, researchers
and other users of Sub-
State level Statistics. After
detailed examination of the
comments and suggestions
received from various
stakeholders, the finalized
“Guideline for Compilation
of District Domestic Prod-
uct (DDP) Estimates” are

being released and up-
loaded on the official
website of MoSPI. The
guideline provides a com-
prehensive and uniform
framework for compilation
of District Domestic Prod-
uct estimates across States
and Union Territories with
the objective of ensuring
consistency, comparability
and methodological stan-
dardization in district level
economic estimates under
the revised base year
framework. The document
elaborates the concepts,
coverage, data sources, es-
timation procedures and
methodologies for compila-
tion of Gross District Do-
mestic Product (GDDP), Net
District Domestic Product
(NDDP) and Per Capita In-
come at district level. The

guideline primarily empha-
sizes the compilation of
DDP estimates using the
bottom-up approach, wher-
ever feasible, based on
availability of district-level
data. In sectors where dis-
trict-wise information is not
adequately available, ap-
propriate top-down ap-
proaches and suitable allo-
cation indicators have been
recommended to derive dis-
trict level estimates in a con-
sistent manner. At present,
26 States/UTs are compiling
District Domestic Product
(DDP) Estimates. The Min-
istry of Statistics &
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI) is making continu-
ous efforts to onboard all
States/UTs for compilation
of DDP estimates in a uni-
form and comparable man-

ner. The finalized guide-
line is expected to facili-
tate harmonization of es-
timation practices across
States/UTs and
strengthen the institu-
tional framework for
preparation of district
level economic statistics.
The availability of reli-
able and comparable DDP
estimates is expected to
support decentralized
planning, evidence-based
policy formulation, re-
gional development
analysis and informed de-
cision-making at the dis-
trict levels. The guideline
would also help States/UTs
in improving data systems
and strengthening statisti-
cal capacity for preparation
of robust district level esti-
mates.

Cabinet approves Scheme for support to NCRPB for
replacement of old trucks and buses in Delhl-N CR area

New Delhi: The Union
Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved a land-
mark two-year scheme
aimed at reducing air pollu-
tion in the Delhi-NCR re-
gion and promoting cleaner
mobility. The scheme will be
funded through the Na-
tional Capital Region Plan-
ning Board (NCRPB) under
the Ministry of Housing
and Urban  Affairs
(MoHUA) and implemented
by the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) and Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas
(MoPNG). It will be imple-
mented in collaboration
with the participating States
and Union Territories of
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh. With a
total financial outlay of
Rs.9,585 crore, including
Rs.5,041 crore from the Cen-
tral Government and an es-
timated Rs.1,601 crore in tax
concessions from the par-
ticipating States, the
scheme seeks to incentivize
owners of trucks and buses
registered in the Delhi-NCR
region that comply with BS-
IV or earlier emission norms
to replace them with BS-VI
or stricter emission-compli-
ant vehicles, or electric ve-
hicles (EVs). By accelerat-
ing the transition to cleaner
transport technologies, the
scheme is expected to sig-
nificantly reduce vehicular
emissions and contribute to
improved air quality across

the Delhi-NCR region.

Air pollution in the Delhi-
NCR remains a severe pub-
lic health challenge, particu-
larly during winter months.
As per the report on
“Source Apportionment of
Particulate Matter (PM 2.5
and PM 10) in the NCR” pre-
pared by the Automotive
Research Association of
India (ARAI) and The En-
ergy and Resources Insti-
tute (TERI), published in
August 2018, the transport
sector contributes 14% of
PM 2.5, 40% of Carbon
Monoxide (CO), and 63% of
Nitrogen Oxide (NOX) emis-
sions in the Delhi-NCR.
Within the transport sector,
trucks and buses account
for 36% of PM 2.5 emissions
with only 3% of the total
fleet. It is estimated that a
single Pre-BS heavy-duty
vehicle emits as much as 14
BS-VI compliant vehicles.
Even a BS-1V vehicle emits
2.7 times more than a BS-VI
counterpart. Hence, the
newer fleet is expected to
reduce the vehicular pollu-
tion substantially. The
scheme will benefit approxi-

mately 2.07 lakh (1.91 lakh
trucks and 16,329 buses)
owners in Delhi-NCR (com-
prising Delhi, Haryana,

Rajasthan, and Uttar
Pradesh). For BS-III or older
vehicles, scrapping at Reg-
istered Vehicle Scrapping
Facilities is mandatory, while
BS-IV vehicles may either
be scrapped or sold out-
side NCR in non-NCAP
cities / towns. Owners
must then purchase and
register a BS-VI or stricter
norms compliant or elec-
tric vehicle within NCR.
However, In Delhi, Light
Goods Vehicles purchased
under the scheme must be
electric, while buses must
be BS-VI CNG or electric
only. Government vehicles
are excluded from the
scheme.

Benefits under the
scheme:

The Centre will provide
5% interest subvention on
loans for five years,
monthly fuel vouchers
worth up to Rs.4,800 de-
pending on vehicle cat-
egory, and lump-sum ben-
efits for EV purchases or

Certificate of Deposit trad-
ing. State governments will
waive registration fees
and grant up to 100% mo-
tor vehicle tax conces-
sions for new vehicles and
50% for used vehicles for
10 years. State Govern-
ment will also waive of
pending liabilities on the
old vehicles participating
in the scheme.
Participating  Auto
OEMs will offer 8% dis-
counts on ex-showroom
prices. Implementation will
be fully digital through an
integrated portal, which
will enable real-time eligi-
bility checks, automated
interest subvention
claims, monthly fuel
voucher credits, and moni-
toring of pollution reduc-
tion outcomes. The ben-
efits by central govern-
ment will continue for 5
years from the date of reg-
istration of the new ve-
hicle, ensuring sustained
impact beyond the two-
year enrolment window.
The scheme will be moni-
tored by an Empowered
Committee, chaired by
Cabinet Secretary with
CEO, Niti Ayog, Secretaries
of MoHUA, MoRT&H,
MOoPNG, DFS, Chief Secre-
taries of states in Delhi NCR
as members, and Member
Secretary of NCRPB being
the member convenor. At
the district level, District
Collectors/ District Magis-
trates will be implementing
and monitoring the scheme.

50 TMC MLAs Set To Revolt,
Stake Claim To Party': Ex-TMC Spokesperson
Riju Dutta's Explosive Claim

Suspended TMC leader
Riju Dutta claimed that
around 50 MLAs support a
faction led by expelled

MLA Ritabrata
Bandopadhyay and may
seek recognition as the
"real" Trinamool Congress.
Comparing the situation to
Maharashtra's Shiv Sena
split, Dutta blamed
Abhishek Banerjee for
growing resentment within
the party and demanded
accountability. '50 TMC
MLASs Set To Revolt, Stake
Claim To Party: Ex-TMC
Spokesperson Riju Dutta's
Explosive Claim A fresh po-
litical storm appears to be
brewing within the
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
after suspended party
leader Riju Dutta claimed
that around 50 MLAs are
backing a faction led by ex-
pelled legislator Ritabrata
Bandopadhyay and could

soon stake claim to being
the "real" TMC.Speaking to
ANI, Dutta alleged that sev-
eral MLAs recently metat a
hotel and later held discus-
sions at an MLA hostel. He
claimed that the group, led
by Bandopadhyay, planned
to approach the Assembly
Speaker with three de-
mands: recognition as the
legitimate Trinamool Con-
gress, appointment of
Bandopadhyay as the
Leader of the Opposition,
and control of the party's
election symbol.

Drawing parallels with the
political developments that
led to the split in Shiv Sena
in Maharashtra, Dutta said,
"The Shiv Sena
Mabharashtra model is cur-
rently in effect in Bengal."

He also launched a sharp
attack on TMC national
general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee, alleging that lead-

ers brought into the party
under his leadership had
"stabbed the party in the
back."

Dutta further claimed
there was widespread re-
sentment within the party
against Abhishek Banerjee
and asserted that Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
had underestimated the ex-
tent of the discontent.

His remarks came a day
after the TMC expelled

MLAs Ritabrata
Bandopadhyay and
Sandipan Saha with imme-
diate effect, citing anti-party
activities and conduct
prejudicial to the
organisation's interests.
The party also accused the
two legislators of repeat-
edly skipping meetings
convened by the
authorised leadership de-
spite being elected on TMC
tickets.

NHRC, India takes suo motu cognizance of
the reported trafficking, selling and sexual

assault of a tribal girl from Odisha in Jhansi
Jhansi (UP): The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), India has taken suo motu cognizance of a media
report that a 17-year-old tribal girl from the Kankadahada
area of Dhenkanal district, Odisha, was trafficked, sold
and subjected to repeated sexual assaults for about two
years in Jhansi, Uttar Pradesh. Reportedly, the victim and
three other girls were trafficked to Uttar Pradesh on the
pretext of providing jobs. The girl managed to escape
with the help of a local advocate and approached the
Jhansi police. Although her statement was recorded, no
further action was allegedly taken by the police except for
providing a train ticket to Odisha. Upon her return, the Odisha
Police recorded her statement and an investigation is un-
derway. The Commission has observed that the contents of
the news report, if true, raise serious issues of violation of
human rights. Therefore, it has issued notices to the Direc-
tor General of Police, Odisha, Director General of Police,
Uttar Pradesh and the District Magistrate, Dhenkanal, call-
ing for a detailed report on the matter within two weeks. It is
expected to include the status of investigation and steps
taken to provide relief and rehabilitation to the victim.
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Utar Jao Problem Hai Toh': Cab Driver Watches 'Taarak Mehta Ka Ooltah
Chashmah' During ere Refuses To Turn It Off After Passenger COmpIarns

'Noida: A cab ride from
Noida to Delhi has ignited
a conversation on social
media about passenger
safety after a commuter al-
leged that the driver was
watching a television show
on his mobile phone while
behind the wheel. The inci-
dent came to light through
apost on X (formerly Twit-
ter), where the passenger
described feeling unsafe
throughout the journey.
The user claimed the driver
remained distracted by the
show despite being respon-
sible for transporting mul-
tiple passengers on a busy
route. According to the
post, the passenger was
travelling with family mem-
bers during an intense
heatwave, making the situ-
ation even more uncomfort-
able and difficult to address.
"Focus on driving," pas-
senger told driver

Sharing details of the ex-
perience, X user
(@Dreams_realites wrote,
“Amid the 45° heat in a
moving Ola, the driver was
watching ‘Taarak Mehta’!
He was heading from Noida
to Delhi, with his wife and
younger brother." Con-
cerned about safety, the
passenger said he re-

quested the driver to sw1tcE question 1s, what’s the

off the video and pay atten-
tion to the road. “I politely
said, ‘Bhaiya, turn off the
screen, focus on driving.’”
However, the response al-
legedly left the family
stunned.

“The driver’s response
was, ‘Ifit’s a problem, then
get out.”” The passenger
explained that stepping out
of the vehicle was not a re-
alistic option due to the ex-
treme weather and because
family members were ac-
companying him on the trip.
“Stranded in the middle of
the highway with family in
45-degree sun, we sat qui-
etly, forced into silence. The

value of our lives in Uber-
Ola? Just in ratings and pa-
perwork?”” Social media us-
ers raise concerns over dis-
tracted driving The post
quickly gained attention
online, with many users ex-
pressing concern over dis-
tracted driving and the risks
it poses to passengers and
other road users. One user
commented, “Paying atten-
tion to the screen instead
of the road is more danger-
ous than the 45°C heat. The
safety of passengers
should be the top priority
for any ride app, not just
ratings.”

Another wrote, “Abso-

utely wrong attitude.
Watching videos while driv-
ing is not just against rules,
but also puts lives at risk.
Strict action should be
taken; reducing ratings is
not enough.” Several users
described the alleged
behaviour as reckless and
unacceptable for a profes-
sional driver. “This is not
just carelessness, it is a se-
rious safety issue. No pas-
senger should ever feel un-
safe in a moving vehicle like
this,” one person wrote.
Another added, “Distrac-
tion like this can easily lead
to accidents. Drivers must
stay fully focused on the
road at all times.”

BJP’s Annamalai Slams TVK After Party Workers
Arrested In Alleged Gang Rape Case

BJP leader K Annamalai
criticised TVK after two of
its functionaries were ac-
cused of allegedly sexually
assaulting a young woman
under the pretext of offer-
ing her a job. Questioning
TVK chief Vijay's stance on
women's safety, Annamalai
demanded strict action
against the accused and
stronger measures to pro-
tect women. BIJP’s

A i
Annamalai Slams TVK Af-

ter Party Workers Arrested
In Alleged Gang Rape Case
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader K Annamalai
has strongly condemned an
alleged gang sexual assault
involving two functionaries
of the Tamil Nadu Victory
Kazhagam (TVK), accusing
the party of failing to up-
hold its promises on
women's safety.In a post on

X, Annamalai said e was
shocked by reports that
Balasubramaniam, identi-
fied as an organiser of
TVK's Thoothukudi West
District Youth Wing from
the Arumugamangalam area
near Srivikundam, and
Jayapal, a TVK administra-
tor from Ramanathapuram,
allegedly lured a young
woman with the promise of
ajob and then subjected her

to gang sexual violence.
The BJP leader questioned
TVK chief Vijay's response
to the allegations, stating
that the incident raises con-
cerns about criminal activi-
ties allegedly involving
members of the party. He
also recalled TVK's cam-
paign promises regarding
women's safety and asked
whether the party, which
projected itself as an alter-
native political force, was
now following the same
path as the ruling DMK.
Annamalai urged the Tamil
Nadu government to take
stringent action against the
accused and ensure a thor-
ough investigation. He also
called for stronger measures
to safeguard women and
prevent similar incidents in
the future. The remarks are
likely to intensify political
sparring in Tamil Nadu, with
opposition parties seeking
accountability over issues
related to law and order and
women's safety.

Shaurya Chakra Awardee MARCOS Commando
Amit Kumar Rana Dres In Road Accrdent

Shaurya Chakra
awardee and Indian
Navy MARCOS com-
mando Amit Kumar
Rana died in a road
accident. The Kangra
native was cel-
ebrated for his
bravery in Operations
Danna and Shok
Baba, where he
played key roles in
eliminating terrorists.
Himachal Pradesh
Deputy CM Mukesh
Agnihotri called his
death a major loss
for the state and
nation.

Shaurya Chakra
Awardee MARCOS
Commando Amit
Kumar Rana Dies In
Road Accident
Shaurya Chakra
awardee Amit Kumar
Rana, a highly deco-
rated Marine Com-
mando (MARCOS) of
the Indian Navy, has
died in a road acci-
dent. A native of
Khundian in Himachal
Pradesh's Kangra
district, Rana was
known for his excep-
tional courage and
service in several
high-risk military
operations. During
Operation Danna, he
neutralised a terror-

ist at extremely
close range while
providing cover to
Lieutenant Com-
mander Mahesh
Kumar, who elimi-
nated another ter-
rorist during the
encounter.In another
mission, Operation
Shok Baba, Rana
volunteered to move
forward under in-
tense enemy fire and
plant an improvised
explosive device
(IED) on a fortified
terrorist hideout. The
operation resulted in
the elimination of

three terrorists and
highlighted his brav-
ery under fire.

Paying tribute to
the fallen commando,
Himachal Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister
Mukesh Agnihotri
described his death
as a deeply sadden-
ing loss for the state
and the nation. In a
post on social media,
Agnihotri said
Himachal Pradesh
had lost a brave son
who served the
country with cour-
age, dedication and
an unwavering sense

=

of duty through
several important
military operations.

Rana's death has
left his family, col-
leagues and admirers
mourning the loss of
a soldier whose
commitment to
national security
earned him one of
India's highest
peacetime gallantry
awards. Tributes
continue to pour in
for the decorated
commando, remem-
bered for his valour
and selfless service
to the nation.



F SUNDAY, JUNE, 7, 2026

oerE, : Boorre Tradaird S50 Newsd Soge
B0 QAN Herd) wiRE Sheb AT, &
&5 sPeod® 208 HeoHS® SR, SEBD DEDT
ooy JORB EOHOER.. 8 5P 20BNE (i
rabadh Horere® Bndoosd ogorr DebaR el
rhen SR, Boorres G HEnaHod® Sheb [Hesgorr
o088 TEimos Jmgd S0 Birmrhvps Hob.
e HForwsh e oabad ot ©800H8H
Bod. s of TR Shed Hb) StyHn.
©8 =886° Dbl doegp Darrt sl asthio
Bared, AwSEH HS BD POSES DG T o7
o obhd $Bdoisto JDE .l POPS Vo Gob.
©H5808° G §°§ abolgrorio E08 Hepre Srow,
B80ZS® &3 ©edS TrEE Dorero DAreod
e BrHH OBTED echid D8O, o, &
&5 o0 T8 Jodvots B, BB oresdah edooen

vab 8 edcobh..

3. st (HEE TG0 ©F HBY oo Imse SN
K08 Do Boh. =0 Jd eFe Buys, Her Sowoad)
o5, erd S%Bokb Hod wozd Qo0 oresdcsredd
TR0, HES DesBID gl Nerifo Tehhen
Rey AR GriS Sod 0 JHBS® wof) Snid,
Seve aoned SdEen BHHER OI8S @HETE.
59, oresdch BRrere %o T orered Qemgen
9 5 Kifotiore hersrESn HERgED. a6 o0
Q558 HBYE0 THow, cwHEH Tabcd [Frrrss
)03 BT etdrben ST, BE Fand®S T
oFeen 2090, 0 FNLSE Yo SwgdFore Erdto
T B8 8520 PEE°8 Q80 mreoiBonTD. (40803
Do (Eoos® &)wgégw 96538"277\5) e, dogeo
@°§ @i Joad Srdtotnold P8t sdwo moe
B r8S Wk 6% BDHTEred ST, (B
So[R [$Hebeop IoRE’ e DY BB Eree
$t5e08¥Et550 DeBAR grORfod. [HEBD Dy Borrds
Seranoden, ABEH B Hod HFreop &) SgBOES
Qo Evde T FErand SEgdo Sheb HrgE
8. Doegoen BTGB ©b HRoD 20§ MBS KR,
Pesiir woore dotnod. ad oeelcborr HebTH
é)@ Kg)vé&_e;iaéo éK:oé::éKDoé?O 6‘:3’8‘(03@'&63.3)0"?36(3@?6)
oresdotire %0 5%628 Bdoesito Bhel wrod 585
BOAY I8 Bl égﬁa&)? SRS 5o, Sdeo [HEHEo
2 D5 H0DBo sHowe, Juhe 8665 DebaD
9 B5:S 458°F w5063 )RS Ba) sotwod. Tredad
JQr88eeen JrBodR) BBe008°, &3 é)wgg Enden
DeBIHBHNDESH argh &0 e SrhEdr $rwed. H8
Ve, Sheb &S S Qo Beorres oresdoird®

©olePtndd T) &58)3&0

E60SKE, @ (58 Her SIS (Hese %‘é@géo 8805156
& o) 6 S S8 Foie 8RR BHHOHJE. KEDD
Bo, Hre Slere 0D SHIM HE Sobrob
(@808, EBoKKE worBHE gg&dﬁoo & 55B8 600
$00 $5% DS $Br ToHT.  ([Hedd B0 &
2RR0R TS e PRl 8 wotherins® Beb. F8den
Doy 708 (Hado DT . Hge 1300, ElaSSY
1600 Graraden Sdren BRI, &B0bo, Feho@o
TP ergd e args £ 40 Hod TS BEes
BT, 860318 85 & aren Do @y S &
e 0 Hoetd Sy ) w88 1500 Ho& 2000
Srrohen HdPen BRI, FETo0sH DOH) o
aé&éo@ﬁ, 0‘5%59066 &g B Bddoren Joddme
SrddHTmon. EYB0 (en S Hyes® 5O K oo
BEDSR0%08 & DoBsd JoTodbrer dholErorios®
e, (PR FB o HOKED HHer & Dy
Bisen, wtoen, DFBS0, SKBoio, Ko oA BB
&HJouds® BEm adGeds  IID  Bhoredo
QBT 588 Erromed’, i8S ©f0s @S
sotto &8 8D aw §de e, RIS Soges
BTPoD SSBore 00 Py, SN Hevoere
Do ©O8 (@ Er $r00d. ®oBis [YAEDoST
S8 Fodddr. 35 oFen iy 32 a’g)?éé)géoé’)o&.
owodolt artn, DS IR, 33@&5 Hdoen 3&&;&‘;63.
TR KiEoe, e ?ﬁavtﬁal)é)&‘i 5oen, DD, ToEesD
& Kg)?étﬁ)ﬁg@oa"&.éa Qoo &S 8o 253;) B0
%oz @/)O‘ﬁ)é‘;\;& 500 &) Bendo  Sordosen BBE

$o8%38 K HBosto grabo RS

!

|

ééo:éﬁg Teoen @oewagjﬁa @@ (oozééé“)do 389’
$risares Hog 08 F0 Bor Bgm red B
SolEos® JBErod. 2017 oD WHIE I B
Bdorod JKBared S0 JgaroDod. & SosE)so
Raperis D DoHen (FEogRSHBE SRS %08
09 Jerod (B TENFSEE” B B 8o &
R BEp.. ©F HoBro Benrb&ob. SHvFres $og
08t 2017 500 608 G 85m QoD Bep
o wog KirsrE08® AERPRECB. T 20 BoBdenS
Gotn) DBHedH Bep SolBos™ wEb deb wodkd
80S° &0 Beaso BTy, SKBPOE K08 BoBHBH
& JoSEBo derod) &OS o 89oe QEeen (98
DT, Q) SodFyoreorn BEm BHoroB
DezcdSodorr JABEroNS addd & JodEdo &I
3D G g5 BTeH AogHesH ABEroBEDSKo
& 8 Sowsben 3580 BTN, S8 AT DEEPed
IO Jgaho DBHEOL 08" SKSTFel éoé
B9800 PSS Do AT

o620 &SN SEON

TSR, BFHBT HIREILI0ENH, FFGBIRD..?!

$6%i%, 1 ey, 8BS Jowdy, VYK Beeren AT
Sewoare TIPS errdorr Jennumon. ©owd 5e
B FoBH0od TRgErden BHBRGEFK0 B [Hase
BHSH poBosH &HES HETRTNG. Devs’y apor,
ST D55 68) Foth, XS’ dosd) 8 Bol
wiBore w’ée:o Simren W) Feaden BeorHisrTma.
ey 83 DS rSey, OF), IO &) Sofl Jeden
S8HO8 0OE FBen BP0 000k, Yo
Lo DoHEos® S50 (hen Jerod FEden BeHSE
EHR0B  Foffen Baird) $oB (B cSrden
TRHTND. W BHPS oSS Krre Hrediren o
go8 B o e Bodho PodHed S
©308)0 EOANP0h.r8D SFTHodt &X) Fod)
&°, aa@;o& o8, Heeros® Ferd Hod (Hodden
B 2.8 S0 MDTYoeTLD. B DS &) T
S0l Tegrtoen Dy éo) §Be Bo& @Y s ShHed
DBonoisto BEGrEmor $rood. BNy Feedes
(Besen Soggorr ey (@irdten Senored® [Hardo
8 wfBorr sRoten HHHTHD. SHQeoS
rHdB sddo DKL TegTLeD & $ORB EHH

XEPLOMT GOAPA0 HBOENTYBY TP DenHDTND.
dowdy 8 wibore &r.5 Hod Er 10 HBH Skren
3@5&63 Bepen BBoT® KD SeBd Sosbsso.
B85 Téy BePS Gotron ot DIBPRETEHOK
BOBOSEO e Ranod. B SHArS DEND
BBen $dmen BohEo. 5 mdhe 3o &) gD
E08508 & BEDS GBI Fe)HEHOLT, arpogs®
&JenH0d therearrthen b rdd) D, S ;BES
HD EBS & 5 $08 10 Erarche $8H elSorr
SDHS FNHHTND. BN [HoTBHOH o I
& Bew m0d a‘g’g@_ﬁ 508 S508 ol o JErEEo
888 (HASrdien T APEIT)E0. (85 el Eowo
BeoBHIE 08, B8 B’ SO @)
TS0 $g & oseerd Bien D) $Rf0d. B
Tgrthen 38 edsedorr DB wiE e Siren
BB TDHTND. I rBS Qe Dowdy .20
608 8r.25 BBorotnTnS.©dhE ago TEFE
EEooTN @ HendBd (B0 BRIty 580
BT, NEKT Ho 8w Sho Bseo dosd)
g0 B BB Sdoeen Bho zﬁég &)Eﬁocgo.

BOHIVO
a9, 7, 2026

TS IO0DO, —F - |

A n]"mégs-’

=N

5 F

0% PSS 2058 50 eaaego

SO @B SBBE™I wEiod BN SoFferd’® eswR)
Q&b @88 B5Po R [@PEoFRS DBSKen ddaessio
™ B0, Do dEE wchHEer ©d Pd wisoeds
QBoBB Jarenrr L00d. P00 1EIHEY) 2%, 0880
BOOOHW, T VOIPE BoLTBYET QODTS, wern
Soggorr wose Hofl A8 e FETUTS wosLs
EoBO0 HBod Kol Bpmrom. IS e SoRen
$58%en Frforr EBTNHN TPHBRITHOD. ST
BOLBRIS (G U558 Rt SPoirg, BB
oBNIOTRIB "EOE e, CREYE GOgen” $HP
&3BrA0T (HIrEo &oBd woi’¥S KEo Daedo.
20226° @BAS S, 8§, BEo & S
Ssézo?.%aéaiécl PLoErE SOBEOD WD IHL) BB, TP
SN0 ! 0B ePEBES PBevore e, &Bpe ez

:'H'\:!ll. &

g
DO £52Q) :00;80:‘5&30 @ﬁ'acéegom SBob. @08 TR
Sr@o Qo BIBFEB.
FoeRE™ 31 (@rAReoBS e AB8HSen BeBrra.
180% e S50’ Hodserd BSGS e Seesadzgom.
3850 oo 8o 850 Hob Hddo B, 2,300
068 Pre STHOTER L) KOFTEd OB FHTINW.
BT S Hevoaren HBBo Koo Gren E&Hasran.
BE0T° eIHEOLTTR PET® derred B S SO
Hbod LBIBBo Dow. T AHIeH SBwo ©BY
$8%0. oINS BAirS SOBS” P B Fows
SEDowod. (BSepwo P 40 TEed8 Boob.
@3B0, BoEd Hben wewdotron. IS Fio 20,
er SHop NG SrEEH By 8 [l oI
HED0EPOD VOO TOS° IEFoW.

gaoﬁg x50 S9GTDE) HO

orars,: adde SRSE SAS mcs gSen.. o
ST gcﬁmaj"ﬁéﬁ SSe0 15 &%t g
G8en grdre Horom.. 2.8 K% 8.3 S &8
2Bk, & 6'5m>e3j3 BEPFPN0ENER) DE FBen
DATrHTHe BwodH Dey POBHINOD. T 3o
oo 880 a8 DD §8 G4 Golre, |l B8S
$0p56® e 1o &8 &7 8 2606, KR [@rozeet
8 Brardiren pE0 XTI, TPETeerd SidarsRonT
8BS &oree s e 2.8 Dfore sokre, FESDS
oseren a8 HK . 6.30 SRS ey, 8%
008 Htren, 6¥)F Efo.. &irol BrKo.. SKore
DEHSG) FT0L 508 §’5<§: odEomesoen
DE0TNE. “IIAEE, Froros® 8¢ Hero Dew
AENDT GoN0H. GITNEEE SENJM G0Nod.
eé)ooazécﬁo)&é, Ko, 8% $rodQE Adrol eorh
B 008. SBSHoe LEORI S0&KE08°, 263;@263
TEESTRE oot o, Y toh hobes.”
©d Somrdd Bepstd o &8¢ Jo Boadred
BOFE.. 5058506 8d8 Jood® BOY I3
S8ero Tew 30 B0 LRI &otnos K&k 3"@
B0 DT DTN Ber GOk, oyl &°¢
Srodo §8 8% 6,240 Gokre, 85 eo§ (8%
§°2) 88° 6. 1708 eiydbmnts. Frsoers &8 88 988
8. 240 200D 8r.260 S8 edm@ad. K8 ao

=8 3 fiodeys o3

eSTeers, 1 rdTrers $09 $wodd 3 Kot
DO, 9. & ToH Frozre Ky FNE Seo
05 DBYOBHTND FrEoerE B -Ew0B i TG
Ben =06 Tooosd, BB Howopod sNBS &hed
& FrEomotsd BOFG. worE) 761 885 i
& Ben =0meE Goewodd, Edbed Sden =H)BE
TrEATEDd BOFD. & 00 @G So8wosd
SQrge SdrITo JEGroTrds. S Sogsyomn
TrsToerE-5008 38 Beo 590705 (@R Hel
Srfore 0 BBgred Krdomrd. ad wotherens®d
£ Setd Ko’ Boo Kifore 8% ([ABoBBG0
BOFD. (HBo PETErs, TR K $oB grEs

Ben woharend? gob. 3G Beo S26wE @orbertnd®s

5% JTHS0EZd  (SHSrwo  eodverenst
53008, 3RETerE ~5008 SP8weEE Hoa0H0d InEo
12 ?56\3?.’126% &oéran. HogorT Hotd 330 88 eeng Srfos®
3 (BIrBIron. JOIBE, @oEE([FTol JELD
RGoBLTNLD. & (FEHSE® grriore JsrTers $ArHos®
4.6 88°qrwl FEIS 0 ©PRS Joyo THYHTHG.
& (FEF FPPowd rETerd $Hod KwoBH HERI
53896 ©Posish sore FOFNEore Eree TEERS
SHDBRRHE00. 28 ETWE (S s0mbre 28 &
otnod. B8 it v Kod BR), BorErD BTG
590 &oe 8780 J080BE ©ESEes’ $AGoTD.
G558 2 500 BY), BorErnd FE 36 wom ¢
oXSHTow. it wH-TF) THE omE ©HTHd
Qoo BHots EHBOE BoELBE DB
BoKErd SOwE @B DS, FHdo e I
HotR EHEBE Jo8eBE BOFG. Soll, T (BedERe
Prrges’ & (rEgen Ddrerid, O Hehso S
DB G o HRoBA BOFD. HBE K020H0ND
BSOS ALK wahs H08Dom. ddo THos BEE®

r" {

84 085 &r.280 00 300585 ©3r)5. HFHYER
DB IH Hessied sl K6 Seepodr.. K Q)
Berenre D88 Fden S0 BQ) Srardben L@
ROMTCHI B, ‘B [Hazen G TdEre Hg
D8] FEe8 Grdore Gotrd.. Tof DYl edysee
&0l SENS™ Botnod. éﬁs@@, SRS S 281
e VEFTPeE o @eiodo Bors,” @ $£86
05,85 roeen Borrdg, B, Horrdd, seoers,
SErTRB EHSIRB, DEDHE, SEarSSHE B esor
ST°)0N. HT°R ~B@P RS, ©Zodse BSngo seSewornT
D& BeyBIE0E Ire)S® 1Y Hen Srpow. oS,
©8 ¥©) 500 HBE FEFA0h.. wand.. FF Hieren..
&irol 8K Hg.. Sodyotd e Koo 281
odedo &0k 5"@ £.:58) %@&o@a&&.

Soldaone =0ars DB dof dgaho SxnBH0erHI
o Foed. & (FEGe Se00s’ Frg 2508 Soprld
I8 SseB0o T (28D BEDHS 0BT Qe Do,
ot B8 $i58 B 28 28 [FrBoPobKoen ?&&8@
08LBE DTG

oo 158D S-neN
S0-383108:9 o3 il (@35

mﬂBé 2 Hokeo mﬁaé 2 Hokeostd 5

SHRE Sowe [rrosielers a0 B Bde S8
BoHweds DA HIE SToh . dodBE (HOE
&0 SrertHEr..... 85 S SIrEHEHod dok
P8 2008 BeRHI JGorr er(gen S5 T0D.
SEBOB B oHone erig Jdrowrd. Fode
(Hse80 Sk Boired drdomed . a8 S°6§L§Eﬁ>oe35
[pesgcgei{ats) 23&@5’ 0 SRSHD FPSTIND




F SUNDAY, JUNE, 7, 2026

BOHIVO
a9, 7, 2026

i [ ]
SO0

_—— 5
sl Tl mnd =

=N

S

L84

e F

Cabinet approves Price Stabilization Fund for
Scheduled Indian Airlines towards ATF pricing

New Delhi: The Union
Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved one-time budgetary
support not exceeding
Rs.10,000 crore for Oil Mar-
keting Companies (OMCs)
to provide ATF price
stabilisation support to
Scheduled Indian Airlines
for their domestic and inter-
national operations. The
budgetary support shall be
in the form of interest-free
advances to OMCs
through the Demands for
Grants of the Ministry of
Petroleum and Natural Gas.
The support shall be pro-
vided to OMC:s to facilitate
stable ATF pricing for air-
lines during the ongoing
period of exceptional fuel
price volatility arising from
the West Asia crisis.

Key component of the
approved of Price Stabili-
zation Fund:

(1) Interest-Free advance

to OMCs

A one-time budgetary
support of up to Rs.10,000
crore shall be provided as
an interest-free advance to
OMC:s to support ATF price
stabilisation for Scheduled
Indian Airlines. The corpus
shall compensate OMCs for
losses arising from elevated
international ATF prices
whenever the prevailing
Import Parity Price exceeds
the benchmark price deter-
mined under the approved
mechanism.

(i) Recovery and True-Up
Mechanism

When international ATF
prices moderate, the differ-
ential amount shall be re-
covered from OMCs and
returned to the Consoli-
dated Fund of India. The
arrangement shall continue
until the entire support
amount is fully recovered
and settled.

(iii) Coverage of Domes-
tic and International Opera-

tions

The scheme shall be
available to all willing
Scheduled Indian carriers
for both domestic and inter-
national operations.

(iv) Fixed ATF Price Ar-
rangement

The mechanism provides
greater predictability in fuel
costs by adopting a fixed-
price arrangement for do-
mestic and international
operations, thereby reduc-
ing airline’s exposure to
sudden fuel price spikes.

(v) Exclusive rights of
ATF supply to OMCs

The arrangement will be
implemented through an
MoU between participating
Indian airlines and OMC:s,
with the Ministry of Civil
Aviation and the Ministry
of Petroleum & Natural Gas
as signatories. Under this
one-time arrangement, par-
ticipating airlines will pro-
cure ATF only from OMCs
for up to three years, sub-

ject to annual review or un-
til the advance amount is
fully recovered, whichever
is earlier.

(vi) Monitoring and Au-
dit

A Monitoring Committee
comprising representatives
of the Ministry of Civil Avia-
tion, Ministry of Petroleum
& Natural Gas and Depart-
ment of Expenditure shall
oversee implementation,
claim verification, reconcili-
ation and settlement. All
claims and recoveries shall
be subject to audit.

(vii) Duration of Prise Sta-
bilization support

ATF price stabilisation
support will be in force for
aperiod of thirty-six months
with provision for annual
review or until the advance
amount is fully recovered/
settled, whichever is earlier.
The proposal may be ex-
tended beyond thirty-six
months with the approval of
the Competent Authority in

case the corpus is not fully
trued up within this period.

Expected outcome:

The proposed mecha-
nism will provide enhanced
stability and predictability
in ATF pricing for Indian
airlines, enabling better op-
erational and financial plan-
ning. It will shield Oil Mar-
keting Companies (OMCs)
from losses arising from
volatile and elevated ATF
prices during the ongoing
West Asia crisis. The mea-
sure will help protect and
sustain domestic and inter-
national air connectivity,
ensuring continuity of air
services. It will reduce the
pass-through of fuel price
shocks to passengers,
thereby helping to moder-
ate fare volatility. The ar-
rangement will support
continued air connectivity
to remote, regional, Tier-1I
and Tier-III cities, promot-
ing balanced regional de-
velopment and inclusive

growth.

Key Benefits:

Stable airline operations
help sustain employment
across airlines, airports,
ground handling agencies,
MROs, travel agencies,
hospitality and logistics
sectors. Continued air con-
nectivity will facilitates
movement of passengers,
high-value cargo, business
travellers and tourists,
thereby supporting eco-
nomic activity across sec-
tors. The measure will have
positive spill-over effects
on tourism, hospitality,
trade, exports, regional de-
velopment and investment.
It will help ensure optimum
utilisation of airport infra-
structure developed across
the country, including air-
ports operationalised under
the UDAN scheme. By pre-
serving domestic and inter-
national connectivity, the
initiative will strengthen
India's integration with glo-

bal markets and support

long-term  economic
growth.
Background:

The aviation sector has
been impacted by unprec-
edented volatility in glo-
bal ATF prices following
the West Asia crisis. Due
to the ongoing West Asia
crisis, international ATF
prices have surged nearly
2.5 times from Rs.60.50/ li-
tre in March 2026 to
Rs.142/litre in May 2026.
ATF accounts for nearly
40% of an airline's operat-
ing cost. Therefore, this
volatility in ATF prices has
resulted in high cost pres-
sure on airline financials.
ATF accounts for nearly
40% of airline operating
costs and during periods
of extreme fuel volatility,
can constitute up to 60%
of total operating expendi-
ture. While ATF price has
been capped for domestic
operations, Indian carriers

continue to purchase ATF
for international opera-
tions at Import Parity
Prices (IPP), exposing
them to elevated fuel
costs. However, the cap-
ping of ATF prices is a
temporary measure and
not sustainable in the long
run for OMCs. Due to the
capping of ATF prices,
OMC:s are also incurring
losses particularly with
volatile and surging ATF
prices during the West
Asia crisis. Closure of Pa-
kistan airspace for Indian
carriers has resulted in
longer flight paths to Eu-
rope, North America and
Central Asia, increasing
fuel burn and operational
costs. Long-haul passen-
ger fares have increased
substantially, interna-
tional demand has de-
clined and airlines have
reduced or suspended ser-
vices on several interna-
tional routes.

MY Bharat Launches Viksit Vibrant Village Program 2026 to Strengthen Youth
Engagement in Border Villages of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Ladakh

Lakakh The Department
of Youth Affairs, Ministry
of Youth Affairs & Sports,
through Mera Yuva Bharat
(MY Bharat), commenced
the first phase of the Viksit
Vibrant Village Program
(VVVP) 2026, a pioneering
youth-led initiative aimed at

MY Bharat |
— Weleomes —

Viksit Bharat
Viirant Village
Programme 2026

strengthenmg grassroots
engagement, fostering na-
tional integration, and pro-
moting sustainable devel-
opment in India's border vil-
lages. The programme,
which will be implemented
in two phases. A total of 500
MY Bharat volunteers, se-

lected through a nationwide
online quiz competition that
witnessed participation
from over 3 lakh youth,
have been chosen to take
part in the programme. Vol-
unteers representing all
States and Union Territories
are being deployed in two
phases across identified
border villages in Ladakh,
Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand. During Phase-
I, 250 volunteers are partici-
pating in immersive en-
gagements across 43 vil-
lages, while the remaining
250 volunteers will join
Phase-II activities in 50 vil-
lages later this month.

The programme provides
a unique opportunity for
young citizens to reside in
border villages and engage
directly with local commu-
nities. Through interactions
with village residents,
Panchayati Raj Institutions,
local administration, and
security personnel, partici-
pants will gain firsthand ex-
posure to the socio-eco-
nomic realities, cultural heri-
tage, developmental aspira-
tions, and strategic signifi-
cance of India's frontier re-
gions. The seven-day im-
mersion programme has
been structured around the-
matic areas including bor-

der awareness, cultural ex-
change, community living,
governance, socio-eco-
nomic assessment, village
development planning,
volunteerism, and national
integration. Volunteers will
undertake household sur-
veys, participate in Gram
Sabha activities, contribute
to cleanliness and environ-
mental campaigns, and as-
sist in identifying develop-
mental opportunities within
villages.

A significant component
of the programme is the
promotion of the Nation
First Challenge, a nation-
wide campaign encouraging

responsible citizenship and
sustainable lifestyle prac-
tices. MY Bharat volun-
teers will actively advocate
five key themes of the cam-
paign: adoption of
Swadeshi products, healthy
cooking practices, public
transport usage and fuel
conservation, promotion of
natural farming, and vocal
support for local tourism.
Through community out-
reach and awareness activi-
ties, participants will en-
courage local communities
to embrace these nation-
centric and environmentally
responsible practices. The
programme is being imple-

mented in collaboration
with the Ministry of Home
Affairs and the Indo-Ti-
betan Border Police
(ITBP) and is aligned with
the vision of building a
Viksit Bharat @2047
through active youth par-
ticipation in nation-build-
ing initiatives. Extensive
preparations have been
undertaken at national,
state, and district levels to
ensure the successful
implementation of the
programme. Coordination
mechanisms involving
MY Bharat, ITBP, State
Governments, District
Administrations, and lo-

cal stakeholders have
been established. Dedi-
cated control rooms,
nodal officers, village ac-
tion plans, participant ori-
entation sessions, and lo-
gistical arrangements
have been put in place to
facilitate smooth execu-
tion. The Viksit Vibrant
Village Program 2026 re-
flects the Government of
India's commitment to
empowering young citizens
as active partners in nation-
building while strengthening
the social, cultural, and devel-
opmental linkages between
India's youth and its vibrant
border villages.

Advancing Andhra Pradesh’s Seafood Export Ecosystem:
Driving Value Addition and End-to-End Traceability

New Delhi: A National
Workshop on Seafood Ex-
ports is being convened
by the Department of
Fisheries, Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Hus-
bandry and Dairying, in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry with support
from the Government of
Andhra Pradesh on 5th &
6th June 2026 in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. to chart a com-
prehensive roadmap for
strengthening India’s
seafood export ecosys-
tem across States and
stakeholders. The event
will be graced by Shri Nara
Chandrababu Naidu,
Hon’ble Chief Minister,
Andhra Pradesh; Shri
Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble
Minister of Commerce &
Industry; Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Singh, Hon’ble
Minister of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry &
Dairying and Panchayati
Raj; Shri Kinjarapu
Rammohan Naidu,
Hon'ble Minister of Civil
Aviation, Gol and Shri
Chirag Paswan, Hon’ble
Minister of Food Pro-
cessing Industries, Gol.
They will be joined by
Prof. S.P. Singh Baghel,
Hon’ble Minister of State,
FAHD & Panchayati Raj,
and Shri George Kurian,
Hon’ble Minister of State,
FAHD & Minority Affairs.
The workshop will bring
together senior officials
from the Central Govern-
ment, along with repre-
sentatives from States
and Union Territories.
Key national institutions,
including the Marine
Products Export Develop-
ment Authority
(MPEDA), Export Inspec-
tion Council (EIC), Food
Safety and Standards Au-
thority of India (FSSAI),
Bureau of Indian Stan-

dards (BIS), National
Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB), NABARD,
NCDC, NCEL, SFAC,
NAFED, and Invest India,
will participate. The work-
shop will also witness the
presence of seafood ex-
porters, industry associa-
tions, processors, start-
ups, and other value-
chain stakeholders, en-
suring comprehensive
representation of the sea-
food export ecosystem.
The technical sessions
will focus on identifying
State-specific export
strategies, outlining a
roadmap for value addi-
tion and traceability, and
recommending enabling
regulatory and infrastruc-
ture measures. The work-
shop will also explore av-
enues for integrating
start-ups and MSMEs
into the export ecosystem
to enhance India’s com-
petitiveness in global
seafood markets.

The two-day
programme will begin with
an inaugural session, fol-
lowed by stakeholder in-
teractions and presenta-
tions by participating
Ministries and Depart-
ments. On Day 1, an in-
teraction session with
stakeholders and start-
ups will facilitate direct
engagement and ex-
change of perspectives.
This will be followed by
presentations by line
Ministries and Depart-
ments including the De-
partment of Fisheries, De-
partment of Commerce,
Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industries, DPIIT,
Ministry of Labour, Min-
istry of MSME, Depart-
ment of Financial Ser-
vices, and the Export In-
spection Council high-
lighting schemes, policy
measures, and the way
forward. Benefits will also

o ﬁll’l'll]llﬂl. WORKSHOP

SEAFOOD EXPORTS

. Visakhapatnam,
-? ||-I|'|-P 22 'ﬂ’ Ardhra Pia Ra,ll

DAYS

TO GO

EXE
=

be distributed under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Kisan Samridhi Sah-
Yojana (PMMKSSY),
Kisan Credit Cards (KCC),
and other initiatives. On
Day 2, two technical ses-
sions will be conducted:
one on advancing sea-
food exports through
value addition, certifica-
tion, and traceability; and
another on the role of
start-ups, MSMEs, and
emerging sectors in driv-
ing export growth and di-
versification. The work-
shop will conclude with a
closing session summa-
rizing key outcomes and
recommendations.
India’s marine product
exports reached a record
773,890.46 crore (USD
8.45 billion) in 2025 — 26,
with export volumes of
19.72 lakh metric tonnes,
reflecting strong growth
and rising global demand.
Building on this momen-
tum, the sector has set an
ambitious target of
achieving Rs.1 lakh crore
in exports. The workshop
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is expected to support
this  trajectory by
strengthening stake-
holder capabilities, pro-
moting best practices,
and enhancing export
readiness. Andhra
Pradesh, the host State, is
the largest producer of
fish and seafood exporter
in the country, with
aquaculture production of
55.39 lakh tonnes in 2025
- 26. With its extensive
coastline, robust aquacul-
ture base, and well-estab-
lished processing and ex-
port infrastructure, the
State has emerged as a
major hub for marine ex-
ports. Under the Pradhan
Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY), Andhra
Pradesh has received ap-
provals amounting to
?2,324.17 crore. Key infra-
structure initiatives in-
clude six Integrated Fish
Landing Centres across
Visakhapatnam  (2),
Vizianagaram, Kakinada,
Tirupati, and Anakapalli
(?126.91 crore); three
Fishing Harbours at

Pudimadaka,
Budagatlapalem, and
Kothapatnam (?1,137.20
crore); and an Integrated
Aqua Park at Bapatla
(788.08 crore). Together,
these projects represent
an  investment  of
?1,352.19 crore toward
modernizing fisheries in-
frastructure. Additionally,
nine projects worth
7259.28 crore have been
approved under the Fish-
eries and Aquaculture In-
frastructure Development
Fund (FIDF). The Govern-
ment of India has also
supported the livelihoods
of over 4 lakh beneficia-
ries in the State under
PMMSY.

Despite tariff and non-
tariff challenges in key in-
ternational markets,
India’s seafood exports
have demonstrated resil-
ience, supported by ini-
tiatives such as PMMSY,
the Blue Revolution
Scheme, PMMKSSY, and
FIDF, which have
strengthened production,
infrastructure, and export
competitiveness. These
efforts are complemented
by the Export Promotion
Mission (EPM) of the
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry and the
zero-rated GST regime for
exports, ensuring tax neu-
trality and reduced cost
burdens, thereby
strengthening India’s po-
sition in global seafood
markets. As India charts
its path towards ?1 lakh
crore seafood exports,
this workshop marks the
beginning of a new era of
innovation, integration,
and global leadership.
The outcomes of this
workshop will catalyse a
future-ready, competitive,
and inclusive seafood ex-
port ecosystem, position-
ing India as a trusted
leader in global markets.

Next-generation nanomedicine
can silence key cancer drivers

Precision Gene Silencing: A Breakthrough
in Breast Cancer Nanomedicine

THE PRECISION DELIVERY MECHANISM

ABnOAYheIdS TMG

New Delhi: Scientists from
Pune have reported a gene-
silencing strategy that can
drive effective tumor inhibi-
tion in breast cancer, high-
lighting its potential as next-

generation precision
nanomedicine. Advances in
cancer nanomedicine are in-
creasingly shifting toward
precision strategies that di-
rectly silence disease-driv-
ing genes while minimizing
systemic toxicity. Scientists
from from the Agharkar Re-
search Institute (ARI),
Pune, an autonomous insti-
tute under the Department
of Science and Technology
(DST), Government of India,
have presemted an innova-
tive biodegradable
nanocarrier platform engi-
neered for targeted gene
therapy in breast cancer. The
research, recently published
in Advanced Healthcare
Materials, provides new in-
sights into targeted gene si-
lencing of key survival path-
ways in breast cancer, en-
abling efficient tumor target-
ing and suppression, and
offering a promising strategy
for developing more effec-
tive and safer nanomedicine-
based therapies. The system
is built on biodegradable
mesoporous silica
nanoparticles—well known

MUC1-Targeted Silica Nanocarrier (MPPM)
Engineercd biodegradable mesoporown ilic
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releating BENA into the Cploplasm
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for their high loading capac-
ity and tunable surface
chemistry—which enable
efficient delivery of small in-
terfering RNA (siRNA) mol-
ecules. By functionalizing
the nanocarrier with a prota-
mine biopolymer and an
MUCT-specific aptamer, the
researchers achieved pre-
cise tumor targeting, lever-
aging the overexpression of
MUCI receptors on breast
cancer cells. This targeting
strategy significantly en-
hances cellular uptake while
reducing off-target effects, a
key limitation in conven-
tional therapies. A major
highlight of the study by the
team costsing of Niladri
Haldar, Rajkumar Samanta,
Surajit Patra, Devyani
Sengar, Sachin Jadhav, and
Virendra Gajbhiye is the dual
gene-silencing approach.
The nanocarrier simulta-
neously delivers siRNAs
against two critical anti-
apoptotic genes, MCL-1
and Survivin—both known
to promote tumor survival
and resistance to therapy.
Once inside the tumor mi-
croenvironment, the glu-
tathione-responsive design
triggers controlled release of
the therapeutic payload, en-
suring efficient intracellular
delivery and activity. Bio-

ultanecutly % MCL-1 40 Sur

THERAPEUTIC IMPACT & OUTCOMES
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logical evaluations in MCF-
7 breast cancer models dem-
onstrated robust gene
knockdown, resulting in in-
creased apoptosis and sub-
stantial tumor growth inhi-
bition. Importantly, in vivo
studies in Severe Combined
Immunodeficiency (SCID)
mice showed that the
nanocarrier accumulates ef-
fectively at tumor sites and
exhibits minimal systemic
toxicity, as evidenced by fa-
vorable histological out-
comes. These findings
align with growing evi-
dence that aptamer-
guided nanocarriers can
significantly improve tu-
mor specificity and thera-
peutic efficacy. Overall,
this work highlights a
powerful convergence of
targeted delivery, stimuli-
responsive release, and
combinatorial gene silenc-
ing. By integrating these
features into a single bio-
degradable platform, the
study provides a compel-
ling framework for next-
generation RNAi-based
cancer therapies. Such ap-
proaches could play a criti-
cal role in advancing preci-
sion oncology, offering
more effective and safer al-
ternatives to traditional che-
motherapy.
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(vt Launches Por
Performance Index For F123

HEC VALTHL

Mumbai: The govern-
ment has launched a na-
tional port benchmarking
system and a series of digi-
tal governance reforms
aimed at improving the effi-
ciency of India’s maritime
sector. Union Minister for
Ports, Shipping and Water-
ways Sarbananda Sonowal
unveiled the Logistics Port
Performance Index (LPPI)
for FY25 during the 37th
Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Jawaharlal Nehru
Port Authority (JNPA) in
Mumbai. The initiative is
part of the government’s
broader effort to improve
logistics performance, in-
crease transparency and
strengthen India’s position
in global shipping and
trade. Officials said the new
framework will help ports
measure their operational
performance using common

(T

national standards.

LPPI To Measure Port
Efficiency Across India

The Logistics Port Perfor-
mance Index has been de-
veloped under the ‘Sagar
Aankalan’ framework. It will
act as a national
benchmarking tool to as-
sess how efficiently Indian
ports are functioning. The
index evaluates ports han-
dling dry bulk, liquid bulk
and container cargoKey
performance indicators in-
clude vessel turnaround
time, berth idle time, pre-
berthing waiting time, cargo
handling volumes and con-
tainer dwell time. According
to Sonowal, the index will
encourage continuous im-
provement and help Indian
ports match global stan-
dards. He said the frame-
work is expected to improve
competitiveness and sup-

i

port India's ambition of be-
coming a leading maritime
nation.out

Four New Digital Plat-
forms Introduced

Alongside the LPPI, the
government launched four
digital initiatives developed
by the Directorate General
of Shipping. These include
a 24x7 grievance redressal
system under e-Navik, a
ship registration module on
e-Samudra, a medical prac-
titioner module and a uni-
fied ship recycling credit
note portal. The reforms
are aimed at simplifying
processes, improving
transparency and reduc-
ing paperwork in the mari-
time sector. Officials said
the digital platforms will
make services faster and
more accessible for ship-
ping companies and mari-
time professionals.
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India Faces Weakest Monsoon
In 11 Years; Inflation Glouds Gather

Mumbai: High above the
emerald forests of the West-
ern Ghats, a great hornbill
sits motionless upon an an-
cient branch, its magnifi-
cent casque turned towards
a sky that remains hesitant
and unreadable. For cen-
turies, the hornbill has
measured time not by cal-
endars but by clouds, winds
and the arrival of the life-
giving monsoon. This year,
however, even nature's pa-
tient sentinel appears to be
waiting longer than usual.
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Fri-
day issued a forecast that
has stirred anxiety across
agricultural markets, cor-
porate boardrooms, stocks
markets, government of-
fices and millions of rural
households. India is now
expected to receive only
90% of the long period av-
erage rainfall during the
June-September monsoon
season, marking what
could be the country’s low-
est monsoon rainfall in 11
years. The forecast repre-
sents a deterioration from
the earlier estimate of 92%
and revives memories of
2015, when EIl Nino re-
duced seasonal rainfall to
87% of the average.

The warning quickly re-
verberated through finan-
cial markets, contributing
to weakness in several sec-
tors as investors reassessed
risks to agricultural out-
put, rural consumption,
food prices and corporate
earnings. In India, the
monsoon remains one of
the most powerful eco-
nomic forces outside gov-
ernment policy itself. When
the rains falter, the conse-
quences travel far beyond

A WEAK
MONSOON
CAN SHAKE

A STRONG
ECONOMY.

M.
Ravichandran, Secretary
in the Ministry of Earth Sci-
ences, said El Nino condi-
tions are likely to emerge

the farm gate.

during June and
strengthen through the sec-
ond half of the monsoon
season. Scientific projec-
tions suggest the phenom-
enon could attain moder-
ate to strong intensity dur-
ing July, August and Sep-
tember — the three months
that largely determine the
success or failure of India's
agricultural year. The con-
cern extends far beyond
weather charts. The IMD
has indicated that below-
normal seasonal rainfall is
likely across large parts of
the country, with relatively
better prospects only in
portions of Northwest and
Northeast India, eastern
peninsular regions, adjoin-
ing east-central areas and
isolated pockets of eastern
India. States such as

Maharashtra, Gujarat,

Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Odisha, Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and
Punjab will be closely
watched by policymakers
and farmers alike as rain-
fall patterns evolve.

The monsoon delivers
nearly 70% of India's an-
nual rainfall, replenish-
ing reservoirs, rivers and
groundwater systems
across the economy.
Nearly half of India's
farmland still depends di-
rectly on rainfall, while
millions derive liveli-
hoods from agriculture
and allied activities. A
deficient monsoon could
affect pulses, cotton, oil-
seeds, maize and rain-fed
rice while weakening ru-
ral purchasing power.
Beyond agriculture, be-
low-normal rainfall may

challenge water avail-
ability, hydropower gen-
eration and ecosystem
sustainability, while in-
creasing drought risks
and pressure on drink-
ing-water resources. The
IMD has urged efficient
water management, con-
servation measures, agri-
cultural contingency
planning and greater use
of early-warning systems.
The timing could hardly
be more delicate. India is
already navigating el-
evated crude oil prices,
geopolitical tensions in
West Asia and uncertainty
surrounding the Iran cri-
sis. Economists warn that
an adverse monsoon
could reignite food infla-
tion and complicate the
policy outlook. Adding to
the concern, the IMD ex-
pects above-normal
heatwave days during
June across parts of Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana,

Punjab, Bihar, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh, with
isolated regions of
Maharashtra, Telangana,
Himachal Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu also vulner-
able. The agency has ad-
vised state governments
to strengthen prepared-
ness, ensure drinking-wa-
ter availability and pro-
tect vulnerable popula-
tions. For India, rain is
not merely weather. It is
economics, agriculture,
inflation, livelihoods and
national confidence wo-
ven into a single seasonal
thread. And so, as Mumbai
waits for dark clouds to
gather over the Arabian Sea
and farmers scan distant
horizons, the great hornbill
continues its silent vigil
above the forest canopy —
waiting for the rains that
may determine the fortunes
of the world's largest democ-
racy in the months ahead.

Inflation Risks

Rise From En-

ergy Prices, Weak Monsoon

(A

Mumbai: The Finance
Ministry has said that
India’s economic outlook
remains one of “cautious
resilience,” with several
strengths  supporting
growth but new risks emerg-
ing on the inflation front.

In its Monthly Economic
Review for May, the minis-
try said the country contin-
ues to benefit from strong
services exports, adequate
foreign exchange reserves
and a stable labour market.
These factors provide a
solid foundation for eco-
nomic growth even as glo-
bal uncertainties continue
to weigh on economies
worldwide. However,
policymakers have been
advised to remain vigilant
as rising energy prices, a
weakening rupee and
weather-related risks could
pose fresh challenges in
FY27.

Strong Fundamentals
Support Growth

According to the report,
India enters the new fiscal
year with several economic
advantages. Strong ser-
vices exports continue to
generate foreign exchange
earnings, while healthy re-
serves provide a buffer
against external shocks.
The labour market has also
remained stable, helping
support domestic con-
sumption and economic ac-
tivity. The ministry noted
that these strengths should
help the economy maintain
growth momentum despite

Fears: Finance Ministry Report

a challenging global envi-

ronment. However, it
stressed that growth pro-
tection will require coordi-
nated action across mon-
etary, fiscal and structural
policy areas.

Inflation Risks Begin To
Build Up

The report warned that
inflation risks are increasing
and require close monitor-
ing. Officials pointed to a
growing gap between retail
inflation and wholesale in-
flation, suggesting that cost
pressures are building
within the production sys-
tem. While these higher
costs have not yet been
fully passed on to consum-
ers, the ministry said the
transmission could happen
in the coming months. Re-
cent increases in petrol and
diesel prices could further
add to inflation through
both direct and indirect
channels. Higher transport
and logistics costs often
push up prices across mul-
tiple sectors of the
economy.

Monsoon And Energy
Prices Under Watch

The ministry also high-
lighted concerns over the
possibility of a below-nor-
mal monsoon. A weak mon-
soon could affect agricul-
tural output and increase
food prices, adding to infla-
tionary pressures already
driven whether these pres-
sures become persistent
and clearly visible in eco-
nomic data.

Delhi HC's Trademark Ruling On Google
May Reshape India’s Online Ad Market

New Delhi: A recent court
ruling against Google has
triggered debate across
India’s digital advertising
industry and raised ques-
tions about how trademarks
can be used in online mar-
keting campaigns. The
Delhi High Court ruled that
Google infringed the trade-
mark rights of bathroom fit-
tings brand Hindware by
allowing rival businesses to
use the company’s brand
name as an advertising key-
word. The court ordered
Google to pay damages of
$31,600 in its judgment is-
sued on May 22. The deci-
sion has attracted attention
from businesses, legal ex-
perts and brand owners
who believe it could have a
major impact on online ad-
vertising practices in India.

How The Trademark
Dispute Emerged

According to the court,
Google allowed competitors
of Hindware to use the key-
word “Hindware” in adver-
tising campaigns. This
meant that when users
searched for the Hindware
brand, advertisements from
competing companies
could appear in search re-
sults. The court observed
that Google's advertising
system effectively allowed
trademarks to be sold or
auctioned without
authorisation from the
trademark owner. The judg-

Google offered in feeit qmeem

ment stated that the
company’s  AdWords
policy enabled advertisers
to target trademarked terms,
creating a potential conflict
with intellectual property
rights. Google has said it
operates in accordance with
local laws and follows legal
procedures when respond-
ing to court orders.

Business Leaders Wel-
come The Decision

The ruling received sup-
port from several Indian
entrepreneurs and business
leaders. Nithin Kamath said
his company had faced
similar challenges for years
and that the judgment
could provide businesses
with a legal path to protect
their brands. Meanwhile,
Anupam Mittal said the de-
cision could alter the eco-
nomics of online advertis-

Google

Google Search I'm Feeling Lucky
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ing. He argued that busi-
nesses invest heavily in
building brand recognition,
only to see competitors bid
on those same brand names
in online advertising auc-
tions. Industry profession-
als said the judgment may
encourage more companies
to challenge similar prac-
tices through legal chan-
nels.

Potential Impact On
Digital Advertising

Experts believe the ruling
could force digital advertis-
ing platforms to re-evaluate
how trademarked keywords
are handled in India. If the
judgment influences future
policy changes, advertisers
may face stricter rules regard-
ing the use of competitor
brand names in paid search
campaigns. This could affect
advertising strategies across

& G | & AIMode

sectors, including technol-
ogy, e-commerce, finance
and consumer goods. Many
businesses see the decision as
a step toward stronger trade-
mark protection in the digital
era.

India Remains A Key
Market For Google

India is one of Google's
most important growth mar-
kets, with millions of busi-
nesses relying on its adver-
tising tools to reach cus-
tomers online. The case
highlights the growing im-
portance of intellectual
property rights as digital
advertising continues to ex-
pand. Legal experts say the
judgment could become an
important reference point
for future trademark dis-
putes involving online plat-
forms and advertising tech-
nology companies.

SpicelJet Faces Rs.124.65 Crore GST Demand,
Registration Cancellation Proceedings Initiated

Mumbai: Budget airline
Spicelet has been served a
tax demand of ?124.65 crore
by the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) Department over
alleged delays in filing GST
returns. Officials said the
demand follows a provi-
sional assessment con-
ducted under provisions of

the CGST and SGST Acts,
2017. The development
adds to the challenges
faced by the financially
stressed airline, which is al-
ready dealing with opera-
tional and financial pres-
sures. Authorities have
also started proceedings
that could lead to the can-

cellation of the airline’s GST
registration. SpiceJet Faces
Rs.124.65 Crore GST De-
mand, Registration Cancel-
lation Proceedings Initiated

Returns Allegedly Not
Filed On Time

According to GST offi-
cials, the tax demand was
raised after Spicelet alleg-

edly failed to file GST re-
turns within the prescribed
deadlines for multiple
months. Officials stated
that the action was taken
under Section 62 of the
GST law, which allows au-
thorities to conduct provi-
sional assessments when
returns are not filed.

Banking Sector RoA
May Fall To 1.1-1.2%
In FY27: Crisil Report

Mumbai: India’s
banking sector may
witness a modest decline
in profitability during the
current financial year,
according to a report by
Crisil Ratings. The
agency expects the
industry's return on
assets (RoA) to decline
by 10-15 basis points to
1.1-1.2 percent this
fiscal from around 1.3
percent in the previous
yearThe fall is mainly
expected because of
lower treasury income
and higher provisioning
by banks ahead of the
implementation of the
Expected Credit Loss
(ECL) framework.
Despite the moderation,
Crisil noted that profit-
ability will remain
significantly higher than
the banking sector’s 20-
year average RoA of 0.8
percent and 10-year
average of 0.6 percent.

Net Interest Margins
Likely To Remain
Stable

According to Crisil,
banks' net interest
margins (NIMs) are
expected to remain
stable at around 2.9
percent this fiscalLast
year, NIMs declined by
20 basis points as
lending rates fell faster

than deposit rates
following cumulative
repo rate cuts of 125
basis points. Subha Sri
Narayanan said deposit
rates declined by around
50 basis points, while
lending rates fell nearly
80 basis points during
the previous fiscal
yearHowever, she noted
that the cost of liabilities
has likely reached its
lowest level. With credit
growth continuing to
outpace deposit growth,
banks are facing intense
competition for deposits.
This is increasing
dependence on costlier
funding sources such as
bulk deposits, which
could push deposit costs
higher.

Treasury Income May
Decline

Apart from interest
margins, banks are also
expected to face pressure
from lower treasury
income. Crisil estimates
that total other income
could soften by 5-10
basis points this year. The
decline is expected
because treasury gains are
normalising after strong
bond market performance
during the first half of last
fiscal. However, fee and
commission income is
likely to remain healthy.
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