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Why PM Balen Shah's India-Border Dispute NMalaysia Enforces Social
Remarks Have Triggered Many In Nepal

Kathmandu: Nepal Prime
Minister Balen Shah has
triggered a political storm at
home after claiming that the
Himalayan nation had also
encroached on Indian terri-
tory despite Kathmandu's
consistent complaints
about alleged Indian en-
croachment. Shah made the
claims during his maiden
address to the Nepali Par-
liament since becoming the
South Asian nation's
youngest prime minister
earlier this year. He ac-
knowledged that the border
dispute involving Lipulekh,
Limpiyadhura and Kalapani
areas remains a sore point
in bilateral ties and said both
nations should seek the
help of historians, survey-
ors and experts to resolve
the issue, adding that
Kathmandu has also taken
up the matter with China
and the United Kingdom.
Nepal and India share a
long and open border, much
of which was defined by the
1816 Treaty of Sugauli.
However, mapping remains
incomplete in areas such as
Susta and Limpiyadhura-
Lipulekh-Kalapani. The
long-running border dis-
pute has remained one of the
key irritants in bilateral re-
lations. Though Nepal has
consistently complained
about Indian encroachment
on Nepali land, Prime Min-
ister Shah's remarks ap-
peared to suggest that en-
croachment has taken place
from both sides. India has,
meanwhile, maintained that

the territories are part of
Uttarakhand and has said
the issue should be ad-
dressed through bilateral
dialogue. Shah's statement
soon received backlash,
with opposition political
parties, foreign affairs ex-
perts, and border analysts
criticising his comments,
saying they undermined
Nepal's long-standing posi-
tion on the border dispute
with India and weakened
Nepal's stance in future ne-
gotiations with New Delhi
on border issues.

‘What The Nepal PM Said

In his maiden appearance
in the ongoing parliament
session that started on
May 11, 35-year-old Shah
said, "You will be surprised
to know a fact that I have
learnt recently, only after
becoming prime minister.
India has not only en-
croached Nepali territory,
but Nepal has also en-
croached Indian territory in
many places." "Now both
countries should study the
facts and sit together as
friends and resolve the is-
sue," he added. Shah, how-
ever, did not disclose any
details about where Nepal
had allegedly encroached
on Indian land. He told Par-
liament that Nepali lawmak-
ers have taken up the mat-
ter with China and the
United Kingdom -- the lat-
ter due to its colonial legacy
in the region.

The Controversy

Shah's comments about
Nepal encroaching on In-

dian territories soon trig-
gered a controversy, with
Opposition lawmakers, in-
cluding Basana Thapa of
the Nepali Congress and
Ramesh Malla of the Nepali
Communist Party, objecting
to the PM's comments and
demanding that they be ex-
punged from the parliamen-
tary record. They said the
prime minister should either
provide evidence to sup-
port his claim that Nepal had
encroached on Indian terri-
tory or withdraw the state-
ment. former Nepalese am-
bassador to India Nilambara
Acharya told the
Kantipuronline media por-
tal that Shah has "no infor-
mation regarding Indian
territories being encroached
upon by Nepal." According
to Acharya, 97 per cent of
the border disputes be-
tween the two sides have
already been resolved.
"There are reports about
some Nepalese using land
in India and some Indians
using land in Nepal due to
the missing border pillars in
some border areas," he said,
but the Nepal government,
as such, has not en-
croached on India's terri-
tory. Another former ambas-
sador of Nepal to India,
Deep Kumar Upadhyay,
said that Nepal's encroach-
ment on India's territory is
not documented in any
record. "India has also not
raised this issue on
record...So far, we have con-
ducted studies, but this is-
sue has never surfaced...l

don't know in which context
the prime minister spoke
about such a serious mat-
ter," he told the Nepalpress
online news portal. Many
Nepalese social media us-
ers also criticised the prime
minister's comments, while
several experts dismissed
them.

Nepal's Clarification

After the controversy
erupted over Shah's com-
ments, the Nepal govern-
ment went into damage
control mode, claiming the
prime minister was talking
about "cross-border occu-
pation" and encroachment
in the no-man's land along
the border with India. In a
statement, the country's
Foreign Ministry said the
Shah's comments were con-
nected to technical studies
conducted in border areas
where citizens of one coun-
try have been using or oc-
cupying land that techni-
cally falls within the terri-
tory of the other country.
"The matter mentioned by
the Prime Minister in Parlia-
ment was primarily related
to encroachment in the no-
man's land area and cross-
border occupation," the
statement said. The Minis-
try noted that due to the
"Fixed Boundary Principle"
adopted in river boundary
areas, situations have
emerged in some places
where Nepali citizens culti-
vate or reside on land tech-
nically located on the In-
dian side, while Indian citi-
zens use land falling within

Nepal's territory. The For-
eign Ministry reiterated that
Nepal's official position re-
garding disputed border ar-
eas, including
Limpiyadhura, Lipulekh and
Kalapani, remains un-
changed and that unre-
solved border issues would
be addressed through dip-
lomatic dialogue and mu-
tual understanding with In-
dia. According to the min-
istry, technical committees
and border mechanisms of
the two countries are cur-
rently engaged in repairing
border pillars, addressing
encroachment in the no-
man's land, and collecting
records of cross-border oc-
cupation in mapped areas
along the frontier.

India's Position

There was no immediate
response from the Indian
side on Shah's comments,
but earlier this month, while
rejecting Nepal's objection
to the upcoming Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra through
the long-established
Lipulekh Pass, India had
dismissed Kathmandu's
territorial claims over the
region as an "unilateral ar-
tificial enlargement" that
New Delhi finds "unten-
able". India maintains that
the disputed areas are part
of Uttarakhand and has said
the issue should be ad-
dressed through bilateral
dialogue. In fact, there is no
known instance of India for-
mally accusing Nepal of
encroaching on Indian ter-
ritory.

What To Know As Israel's Lebanon Incursion

In 25 Years Complicates Iran Deal

Israeli forces are making
their deepest incursion in-
side Lebanon since they
withdrew from the country
over a quarter-century ago,
despite a nominal US-
brokered ceasefire and the
first direct talks between the
countries in decades. The
Israeli advance presents a
challenge in the emerging
deal to extend the Iran war
ceasefire as Tehran wants
any agreement to end fight-
ing in Lebanon, too. Qatar
called it a "dangerous es-
calation." Germany's for-
eign minister said it was
cause for serious concern,
according to German press
agency dpa. There was no
comment by the United
States. On Sunday, Israeli
forces seized a symbolic fort
in southern Lebanon that
offers commanding views
across Lebanon and into
northern Israel. The last
time they seized it, they held
it for 18 years. Israel says it
is targeting the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah militant
group, which has a strong
political presence in south-
ern Lebanon and has
launched thousands of mis-
siles and drones at Israeli
soldiers there and in north-
ern Israel. Israel has warned
Lebanese civilians across
the south to evacuate or
risk being in the line of fire.
Lebanese Prime Minister
Nawaf Salam on Saturday
accused Israel of "imple-
menting a policy of total
destruction of cities and
towns." Over 3,300 people,
including dozens of chil-
dren, have been killed in
Lebanon since the fighting

began March 2, two days
after the Iran war started.
About 1 million people have
been displaced. At least 25
Israeli soldiers and a de-
fense contractor have been
killed in Lebanon or north-
ern Israel, along with two
civilians in northern Israel.

Here's what to know:

Israeli forces seized Beau-
fort, also called Al-Shaqif,
which was built as a Cru-
sader castle around the
12th century and later used
by Saladin's Jerusalem
army, Mamluks, Ottomans,
the French mandate and the
Palestinian Liberation Orga-
nization. Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who last week vowed to
"increase the blows," noted
that Beaufort is "a symbol
of a heroic battle for our
fighters" but also "a sym-
bol of deep division be-
tween us." The fort sum-
mons a sense of victory
over the Israeli military's
seizure of it in 1982, but it
also symbolizes the high

7

price of defending it before
it was handed over in 2000,
said Orna Mizrahi, a former
deputy director in the
government's National Se-
curity Council. The
military's return feels like
Israel is going in circles,
said Mizrahi, now a senior
researcher at the Institute
for National Security Stud-
ies. "There's a feeling of,
'For what?" Israel likely will
relinquish control eventu-
ally, she said, even as De-
fense Minister Israel Katz
vows to make Beaufort part
of Israel's permanent secu-
rity zone in southern Leba-
non. The military's presence
will not solve the issue with
Hezbollah, Mizrahi said:
"Yes, we are damaging them
in the operations, but in
parallel we need to pursue
a political and diplomatic
solution." Israel has long
considered Hezbollah a
threat. The Shiite Muslim
armed group emerged in
1982 in response to an Is-
raeli occupation of south-

ern Lebanon. Hezbollah has
targeted communities in
northern Israel and joined
the war in Gaza in 2023 in
solidarity with the Palestin-
ians. Israel badly weakened
Hezbollah during months
of war. Fighting ended with
a US-brokered ceasefire in
late 2024 after indirect talks,
and Israeli forces withdrew
except from five strategic
hilltops along the border.
The new Lebanese govern-
ment came to power with
promises to disarm groups
such as Hezbollah, but the
militants resisted. Israel,
meanwhile, claimed that
Hezbollah was rearming
and rebuilding. On March
2, Hezbollah again fired at
Israel, prompting Israel to
invade southern Lebanon.
Lately, Israel has said it is
trying to keep Hezbollah
from using a new kind of fi-
ber-optic drone against its
forces and civilians. The
drone has been widely used
in the war in Ukraine. Hun-
dreds of thousands of
people have fled southern
Lebanon as Israeli forces
carried out airstrikes and
ground troops pushed into
the country. Many people
now shelter in the capital,
Beirut, where hundreds
have been killed, including
in an intense bombardment
in April. The United States
brokered a ceasefire that
began in mid-April. Unlike
the one in the Iran war, it
has not held. Israeli forces
now control large areas in
southern Lebanon and
have demolished homes
and historical sites. Israel is

trying to "uproot Lebanon's
memory and erase the
people's history,"
Lebanon's prime minister,
Salam, said Saturday. Talks
between senior officials
from Israel and Lebanon
began in April in Washing-
ton, the first in more than
three decades between the
countries that have no for-
mal diplomatic relations. On
Friday, the first direct mili-
tary talks in decades oc-
curred. Issues to work out
include an Israeli with-
drawal from southern Leba-
non, deployment of Leba-
nese forces there and the
disarming of Hezbollah,
which has refused to give
up weapons while Israeli
forces remain in the coun-
try. Talks will continue this
week. Hezbollah is not tak-
ing part and has said it
would not accept any re-
sults. The group prefers
that negotiations benefit
from Iran's leverage and
sees the Lebanese govern-
ment as weak, a position
shared by some others in
the country. Lebanon's
people have been divided
over the talks, whose an-
nouncement was met with
protests. Many Lebanese
are angry with Hezbollah
for the destruction it has
caused in the country but
also wary of Israel.
Lebanon's prime minister
has called the direct nego-
tiations "currently the
least costly option," add-
ing that they don't mean a
surrender and acknowledg-
ing they are not guaran-
teed to produce results.

US Strikes Iran's Radar, Drone Control
Sites In Goruk And Qeshm Islands

Washington: The United
States has conducted what
it called "self-defence
strikes" on Iranian radar
and drone control sites in
the Islamic Republic's
Goruk and Qeshm Islands
over the weekend. The US
Central Command
(CENTCOM) said the new
strikes were a response to
"aggressive" actions from

Tehran. The strikes came as
the two nations are dis-
cussing a peace agreement
to extend a ceasefire and
open the Strait of Hormuz.
"US Central Command
(CENTCOM) conducted
self-defence strikes on Ira-
nian radar and command
and control sites for drones
in Goruk, Iran, and Qeshm
Island this weekend,"

CENTCOM said in a post
on X. The strikes were in re-
sponse to the shootdown
of an American MQ-1
Predator drone this week-
end that was operating over
international waters, it
added. CENTCOM said US
fighter aircraft responded
by eliminating Iranian air
defences, a ground control
station, and two one-way

attack drones, and no US
military personnel were
harmed in the strikes. The
two countries had traded
strikes last week as well,
with Iran targeting a US
airbase after the US military
carried out what a Wash-
ington official said were
strikes targeting an Iranian
drone operation near the
Strait of Hormuz.

Media Ban For Under-16,

Malaysia on Monday be-
gan enforcing rules barring
millions of children younger
than 16 from owning social
media accounts, joining a
global effort to tighten
online safety protections
for young users. The rules
require social media plat-
forms to implement age-
verification systems and
block users under 16 from
creating accounts. They
apply to platforms with at
least 8 million users, includ-
ing Facebook, Instagram,
TikTok and YouTube. Com-
panies that fail to comply
could face penalties of up
to 10 million ringgit ($2.5
million). But parents whose
children manage to bypass
the law will not be penal-
ized. The government said
the measures are aimed at
protecting children from
harmful content,
cyberbullying and platform
features designed to en-
courage excessive use.
Other countries including
Australia,Brazil and Indo-
nesia have introduced or
announced age-based re-
strictions or requirements
for children's access to so-
cial media. Countries includ-
ing Britain, France, Spain,
Denmark, Thailand and
South Korea are also study-
ing or developing similar
approaches. Malaysia's
Communications and Mul-

Platforms Must Verify Age

timedia Commission said
the rules are not intended
to prevent children from ac-
cessing the internet or digi-
tal technology. Instead it
set expectations for service
providers to address online
harms and ensure age-ap-
propriate safeguards are in
place. "These measures
help strengthen the protec-
tion of children in the online
environment, while provid-
ing added reassurance to
parents in navigating in-
creasingly complex digital
risks," the regulator said in
a statement last month. Plat-
forms will be required to in-
troduce safety-by-design
features, including protec-
tions against manipulative
design that encourages
compulsive use, and take
action against underage ac-
counts and harmful content.
Technology companies
have yet to detail how they
will comply with Malaysia's
new requirements. The
regulator said a grace pe-
riod will be given for plat-
forms to complete imple-
mentation of age-verifica-
tion systems. Clara Koh,
Meta's director of public
policy for Southeast Asia,
had cautioned in April that
Malaysia's blanket under-16
ban could backfire by driv-
ing teenagers away from
protected apps and into
unregulated corners of the

internet. She said Meta has
launched "teen accounts"
for those under 18 that lim-
its contact, screen time and
exposure to inappropriate
content. Malaysia's curbs
come as governments face
growing pressure to ad-
dress concerns about social
media's impact on children's
mental health and online
safety. In March, a US jury
ordered Meta and YouTube
to pay millions of dollars in
damages in a case alleging
that platform design fea-
tures contributed to harm
suffered by a young user.
Despite support from many
parents, Malaysia's move
has also raised concerns
over data privacy. "It is very
much following the trend but
inaway that is raising alarms
due to requiring a govern-
ment ID for age verification,"
said Benjamin Loh, social
science lecturer at Monash
University in Malaysia. Loh
said experiences elsewhere
suggest age-based restric-
tions have yet to prove con-
sistently effective. Without
parent penalties, he said
families can easily bypass
the law by creating accounts
for their children. "This is a
major gap that unless regu-
lators are willing to fix, will
result in the law having little
effect in stopping children
from using social media," he
added.

Did Iran's President Masoud
Pezeshkian Resign Over Disagreement

Tehran: Iranian authori-

ties have dismissed a
report claiming Iran's
President Masoud
Pezeshkian has sought to
step down in protest over
the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps' IRGC)
unchecked dominance in
Tehran's wartime decision-
making. The rebuttal came
after UK-based Iran
International reported that
Pezeshkian had submitted
his resignation to Supreme
Leader Mojtaba
Khameneli, saying that the
elected government has
effectively been excluded
from vital decision-making
processes in the country
and that the vacuum
created by this situation
has enabled hardline
factions within the IRGC
to take control of affairs.
Citing an informed
government source, the
IRGC-affiliated Tasnim
News Agency reported
that the president has not
resigned and continues to
carry out his duties.
Separately, Seyed Mehdi

With IRGC? A Fact Check

Tabatabaei, deputy head
of communications and
information at the
president's office, also
dismissed the Iran
International report in a
post on X, and said that
Pezeshkian would not step
back from serving the
people. "The rumour-
mongering by the disrepu-
table foreign network is a
continuation of previous
ridiculous media games.
They have published their
own wishful thinking in
place of reality,"
Tabatabaei's post read.
"President Pezeshkian will
not retreat from serving
the people, just as the
Iranian nation will not step
back from the path of
solidarity and resistance.
They will take their wish
to shatter the unity of the
Iranian nation to the
grave," it added.

The Report

Iran International, citing
sources, claimed that
Pezeshkian has submitted
an official letter of
resignation to the Office

of the Supreme Leader, in
which he claimed that under
the IRGC's dominance in
decision-making, he was
unable to run the govern-
ment and carry out his legal
responsibilities, and for that
reason, he was requesting
to step down immediately.
This added to months of
reports claiming tensions
between the government
and the Islamic Republic's
military-security institu-
tions. Earlier, a New York
Times report claimed that a
small, elite band of men in
senior positions, most of
whom are current or former
senior IRGC commanders,
are guiding decision-
making in Iran. "Senior
Iranian officials maintain
that all key matters are run
by the 56-year-old heir.
Decision making, however,
extends beyond one man,"
the report said, adding that
a "hardened band of
brothers" whose "seminal
experience was the brutal,
eight-year war between Iran
and Iraq that began in
1980".
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NHRC, India organised a meeting of Environment & Climate Core Can 'Black Gold' Power
India's Future? 'Dirty

Group on ‘Heat Wave and its Mitigation in Urban Areas’

New Delhi: The National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), India organised a
meeting of its Core Group
on Environment & Climate
on the theme ‘Heat Wave
and its Mitigation in Urban
Areas’ in hybrid mode at
Manav Adhikar Bhavan,
New Delhi. The meet gen-
erated lots of interest
among various stakehold-
ers and saw a very mean-
ingful participation. Chair-
person, Justice V.
Ramasubramanian while
presiding the meeting, said
that there is a recurring an-
nual discourse on pollution
in winter and heat waves in
summer for some time now
without any visible effects
of the mitigation efforts to
protect human life from the
impact of these crises.
NHRC Members, Justice
(Dr.) Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi,
Smt. Vijaya Bharathi Sayani;
Secretary General, Shri
Bharat Lal; DG (I), Smt.
Anupama Nilekar Chandra;
Joint Secretary, Smt.
Saidingpuii Chhakchhuak;
Core Group members, Spe-
cial Rapporteurs, Special
Monitors, senior function-
aries of Government of In-
dia and various parastatal
organisations; Municipal
Commissioners of

Ahmedabad and Indore,
eminent domain experts and
members of civil society
organisations were present
in the meeting.Justice
Ramasubramanian said that
the evolution of human
rights initially focused on
civil, political, social, cul-
tural and economic rights
after the First and Second
World Wars, while environ-
mental rights remained
largely overlooked. Al-
though the Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights
(UDHR) was adopted in
1948, serious discourse on
environmental rights began
around 1970 following
growing awareness of en-
vironmental degradation
and major ecological disas-
ters. He said that the indus-
trial revolution contributed
so much to climate change
and the consequent heat
wave that we started
realising it after it really im-
pacted our lives. He said
that if you read about the
Gandhian economy, he
never contemplated the
industrialisation of the en-
tire country. He thought
that every village should be
self-reliant, but the reverse
happened, resulting in mi-
gration from villages to ur-
ban areas. He said that

unliveable rural conditions
and the growth of ‘concrete
jungles’ in cities have fur-
ther contributed to rising
temperatures and heat
wave-related challenges.
The damage caused to the
environment over the de-
cades cannot be reversed
and the focus must be on
mitigating its impact. It is
not possible for us to put
the clock back. He
emphasised that the de-
struction of water bodies
and forests is the primary
cause of increasing heat
stress, advocating for
stronger protection of exist-
ing natural ecosystems,
stricter regulation of con-
struction around water
bodies and actionable rec-
ommendations focused on
sustainable urban develop-
ment. NHRC, Member, Jus-
tice (Dr.) Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi said that there is a
need to balance urban de-
velopment with environ-
mental protection, urging
collective action to con-
serve nature, expand green
areas and safeguard re-
sources for future genera-
tions. Earlier, NHRC Secre-
tary General, Shri Bharat Lal
in his opening remarks,
highlighted the background
convening the meeting of

the Core Group on Environ-
ment and Climate. He under-
scored heat waves as a
growing human rights con-
cern linked to environmen-
tal degradation and climate
change. He said that its im-
pact is more on vulnerable
groups, including construc-
tion workers, outdoor
labourers, gig workers, eld-
erly, pregnant women and
those without adequate
housing or access to cool-
ing facilities. He said that
heat waves are becoming an
increasingly acute chal-
lenge in urban areas and
expressed concern over the
rising number of heat-re-
lated deaths across the
country in recent years.
Emphasising that the
rights to life, health and
clean environment are in-
herent human rights, he
said that the NHRC has
been urging States and UTs
to take proactive measures.
He said that several states
and municipal corporations
have taken initiatives to miti-
gate the impact of extreme
heat. However, despite this,
the number of deaths
caused by heat waves con-
tinues to rise as per the
NCRB data. He also gave an
overview of the three the-
matic sessions of the meet-
ing which included a.) Un-
derstanding heat waves
and their impact on human
rights; b.) Governance
frameworks and city—level
response to heat waves in
urban areas; and c.) Rights-
based pathways for resil-
ient and inclusive cooling
in urban areas. He re-
quested the participants to
suggest measures — short,
medium and long-term to
mitigate heatwaves and
save people’s lives and
their livelihoods particularly
in urban areas. Prof. (Retd.)

N. H. Ravindranath, Centre
for Sustainable Technol-
ogy, Indian Institute of Sci-
ence, Bengaluru called for
a broader heat wave defi-
nition incorporating hu-
midity, vegetation and

land-surface factors,
alongside ward-level fore-
casting, Al-driven vulner-
ability mapping, stronger
heat action plans, dedi-
cated heat officers and pro-
tection for vulnerable
workers. Dr. Akhil
Srivastava, DG, IMD said
that above-normal heat
wave days are expected in
June across several states
and outlined IMD’s multi-
tier forecasting and warn-
ing system and high-
lighted efforts to deliver
heat alerts and advisories
directly to vulnerable
groups such as street ven-
dors and gig workers.
Shri S. Rakesh Kumar,
Advisor (Policy & Plan
and CBT), NDMA said
that all 23 states vulnerable
to heat waves now have
Heat Action Plans and ad-
vocated stronger district
and city-level planning,
institutionalisation of the
implementation mecha-
nism, enhanced early
warning systems, robust
reporting mechanisms and

dedicated funding for heat
wave mitigation. Smt. G. S.
Chitra, Joint Secretary,
Public Health, Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
said that the Ministry is
strengthening health-sec-
tor preparedness through
advisories and climate-
health programmes while
emphasising the need for
coordinated action to ad-
dress the growing health
impacts of climate change
and heat waves. Dr.
Aakash Shrivastava, Ad-
ditional Director, Ministry
of Health & Family Wel-
fare cautioned that heat-
related health risks are
projected to rise signifi-
cantly by 2035 and called
for expanded Heat Health
Action Plans, stronger
surveillance systems,
greater healthcare capac-
ity, wider training of medi-
cal personnel and im-
proved hospital prepared-
ness to reduce fatalities.
Shri V. K. Chaurasia, Advi-
sor, MoHUA advocated in-
tegrating heat resilience
into urban planning
through cooling action
plans, water body rejuvena-
tion, urban greening, cool
roofs, sustainable transport
and climate-resilient city in-
frastructure.

Rogue Elephant 'Padayappa’ Strikes
Again In Kerala, Damages Car

Munnar:The notorious
wild elephant Padayappa

has struck again in
Kerala's Munnar, damag-
ing a car parked in the
courtyard of a house at

Nallathanni Estate and re-
newing concerns over re-
curring human-elephant
conflict in the region.The
vehicle, owned by a local
resident, Dinakaran, was

attacked after the el-
ephant entered the pre-
mises, triggering fresh
fear among residents.
Padayappa has a long
history of such encoun-
ters. In February this year,
the tusker damaged an
autorickshaw at Kadalar
Estate West Division, a
day after attacking a tour-
ist vehicle. In recent
years, the elephant has re-
peatedly targeted shops,
vehicles, and ration
stores. The tusker has
damaged roadside shops
in Munnar town,
vandalised parked ve-
hicles, raided ration
shops for rice and wheat,
and destroyed crops in
estate areas. In one inci-
dent, Padayappa dam-
aged the same ration shop
for the ninth time. Locals
say incidents of wild el-
ephant intrusion have

been rising steadily, with
Padayappa frequently
straying into residential
and estate areas in and
around Munnar. While
forest officials are moni-
toring its movements,
residents allege that the
measures in place have
been insufficient to keep
the animal away from hu-
man settlements.The
tusker was also involved
in a series of incidents in
Devikulam and Lakkad Es-
tate earlier this year, where
it damaged homes and
several shops while
searching for food. With
tourism activity picking up
in Munnar, residents and
stakeholders have re-
newed calls for stronger,
long-term measures to
prevent the elephant from
entering populated areas
and to ensure the safety
of both locals and visitors.

13 Foreigners Among 15 Who Survived
Delhi Hotel Fire Still Under Treatment
R —— o

New Delhi: A day af-
ter a devastating fire at
a hotel in Delhi's Malviya
Nagar claimed 21 lives
and left dozens injured,
15 survivors continue
to receive treatment at
Max Hospital in Saket,
hospital authorities said
on Thursday.

The fire erupted on
Wednesday morning at
the Flourish Stay hotel
in the Hauz Rani area
of south Delhi and rap-
idly spread through the
building, trapping sev-
eral occupants. Many
of those staying at the
hotel were foreign
medical tourists or at-
tendants of patients
undergoing treatment
at nearby hospitals, in-
cluding Max Hospital.
The fire killed at least
21 people, including
several foreign nation-

als, and left many oth-
ers injured. According
to the latest update
from Max Hospital, 15
patients remain admit-
ted, including 13 inter-
national patients. Six
patients are on venti-
lator support, while nine
are being treated in the
ICU and wards. "All ven-
tilated patients are
showing signs of im-
provement and remain
stable. The overall con-

“dition of all admitted

— -

patients is stable, and
one patient is planned
for discharge today,"
Max Hospital said in a
statement. Hospital of-
ficials said there are
currently no extremely
critical patients. How-
ever, the severity of in-
juries varies among
those admitted, par-
ticularly in the case of
a patient who under-
went spine surgery on

D e (N Lt

Wednesday and re-
mains under close ob-
servation. The injured
were admitted with a
range of conditions,
including smoke inha-
lation, burn injuries
and trauma sustained
while attempting to
escape the fire. The
hospital said it contin-
ues to provide compre-
hensive care and regu-
lar monitoring for all
patients.

Centre Preps
Delimitation Push,
Eyes New Bill

Before 202

New Delhi: The Centre
has begun building
political consensus for a
fresh push on delimitation,
with the government
exploring the possibility of
bringing a new bill and
completing the exercise
before the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections, government
sources told NDTV.The
move could pave the way
for the first major redraw-
ing of parliamentary
constituencies in decades
and reopen a debate that
has long divided India's
political landscape.
Sources said the govern-
ment has started consulta-
tions with several regional
parties and is engaging
with stakeholders across
the political spectrum
before taking any legisla-
tive step. Among those
consulted are the DMK
and Trinamool Congress,
with discussions also
underway with other
regional players. The
outreach comes at a
crucial juncture. The
current allocation of Lok
Sabha seats is based on
population figures frozen
after the 1971 Census.
While the Lok Sabha
currently has 543 elected
members, any delimitation
exercise after the constitu-
tional freeze ends is
expected to alter the
balance of representation
among states. The Centre

9 Elections

is conscious of concerns

—

raised by states that have
successfully controlled
population growth and is
working towards a formula
that can secure wider
political acceptance,
government sources said.
According to sources, the
government's assessment
is that a consensus-driven
approach will be critical to
avoid turning delimitation
into a politically divisive
issue, so discussions are
focused on addressing
concerns while preserv-
ing the principle of fair
representation. Sources
said talks with regional
parties have been
positive so far. The
government is under-
stood to be keen on
finalising a broad frame-
work before moving
ahead with the law. Once
consultations are com-
pleted and a wider
agreement emerges, the
Centre is expected to take
the next step on the bill,
sources said. The
renewed push is signifi-
cant because delimitation
is likely to become one of
the most consequential
political and constitu-
tional exercises before the
next general elections,
with implications for
parliamentary representa-
tion, federal balance and
the future electoral map of
the country.

Coal' Finds New Uses

New Delhi: Can India's
dirty coal be made clean?
Indian scientists have
made a breakthrough to use
coal on the road to energy
independence. India is
confronting a hard reality.
It is a fast-growing
economy with rising en-
ergy demand, but it is
deeply dependent on im-
ports for oil, gas and sev-
eral key industrial fuels. At
the same time, it sits atop
one of the world's largest
coal reserves. Now, as glo-
bal tensions disrupt sup-
ply chains and expose vul-
nerabilities, India is hoping
to turn back to coal with a
new question: can this so-
called dirty fuel be made
cleaner and more strategic?
For long, India's coal has
been made into a villain,
but on this World Environ-
ment Day (June 5), Indian
scientists reveal how "dirty
old coal" can really be-
come the new age "black
gold" in India's journey for
a clean and green "Viksit
Bharat" (developed India)
with energy independence.

India holds nearly 400
billion tonnes of coal,
among the largest reserves
in the world. Coal already
accounts for about 55 per
cent of the country's en-
ergy mix and nearly 74 per
cent of electricity genera-
tion. At the same time, the
country imports around 83
per cent of its crude oil and
about 50 per cent of its
natural gas. Dependence is
even higher in chemicals
and industrial feedstocks,
where more than 80 to 90
per cent of products like
methanol are imported.
This imbalance has always
been a concern. But today,
it has become a strategic
vulnerability.

The ongoing crisis in the
Middle East involving ten-
sions between the US, Is-
rael and Iran has once again
highlighted the fragility of
global energy supply lines
through the Strait of
Hormuz. Shipping disrup-
tions, volatility in prices
and uncertainty around
supply have put pressure
on countries like India that
depend heavily on imports.

Energy security alone is
not enough, so what India
increasingly seeks is en-
ergy independence, and
that is where coal is being
rediscovered. This is not a
return to the past, but an
attempt to reinvent coal for
the future. At the centre of
this transformation is coal
gasification, a process that
converts coal into a cleaner
intermediate fuel known as
synthesis gas or syngas.
This gas is primarily a mix
of carbon monoxide and
hydrogen, and it can be
used to produce a wide
range of products. These
include fertilizers, chemi-
cals, synthetic fuels and
even hydrogen.

Instead of simply burn-
ing coal, gasification al-
lows it to be processed in
a controlled way, improv-
ing efficiency and reducing
emissions. It also unlocks
an entire downstream in-
dustrial ecosystem that
can replace imports and
build domestic capacity.

Recognising this poten-
tial, India has launched an
ambitious push with the
Union cabinet approving a
massive Rs 37,500 crore
scheme to promote coal
and lignite gasification
projects across the coun-
try. The programme aims to
make the technology more
attractive for industry, sup-

port large-scale projects
and accelerate adoption. It
targets the gasification of
about 75 million tonnes of
coal and is expected to un-
lock investments worth
several lakh crore rupees.
This push builds on ear-
lier efforts, including a Rs
8,500 crore incentive
scheme to support pilot
projects and technology
development. Together,
they are designed to cre-
ate a full-fledged coal gas-
ification ecosystem in In-

dia. Companies like
Thermax India, Coal India
and Bharat Heavy

Electricals Ltd (BHEL) are
leading the charge.

BHEL has pioneered a
homegrown Pressurised
Fluidised Bed Gasification
(PFBG) technology specifi-
cally designed to process
high-ash Indian coal (35
per cent to 45 per cent ash
content). This break-
through technology called
oxy-blown tech converts
abundant domestic coal
into valuable syngas,
which can be utilised for
power generation or the
production of chemicals
like methanol and ammo-
nium. For policymakers
and experts, the shift is
driven by a simple logic.
Use what India has in
abundance, instead of de-
pending on what it lacks.
VK Saraswat, former Mem-
ber of NITI Aayog, has
been one of the strongest
voices advocating this ap-
proach. He points out that
India's energy demand has
already risen sharply and
will continue to grow in the
decades ahead. "The
country's energy demand
has tripled over the last
three decades," he says.
"In a projection of this
kind, coal will continue to
play a dominant role." But
he is equally clear that the
way coal is used must
change. "If we continue to
use coal in the same way
as we are using so far, it
has been identified as a
dirty fuel. The requirement
today is that we should
learn how to use coal in a
cleaner manner. That is pre-
cisely what gasification of-
fers. "Coal gasification
gives you minimum emis-
sions compared to burning
ofthe coal. And if it is inte-
grated with carbon capture,
the net carbon output be-
comes close to zero,"
Saraswat says. For him, the
argument goes beyond ef-
ficiency. "The alternative
is that we should work on
abundance. At 400 billion
tonnes, it can meet India's
energy needs for 180 to 200
years." India currently
spends vast amounts of
foreign exchange on im-
porting oil, gas, fertilizers
and chemicals. Coal gasifi-
cation can substitute a sig-
nificant portion of these
imports by producing the
same products domestically.
"Ttis a good solution for most
of everything that India is
suffering today," Saraswat
says, referring to energy im-
ports, fertilizer shortages and
industrial raw material needs.
But for years, there was a
major technical roadblock. In-
dian coal is not like coal
found elsewhere as it has a
much higher ash content, of-
ten exceeding 45 per cent.
This made it difficult to use
in conventional gasification
technologies, most of which
were developed for low-ash
coal abroad. "There was a
myth that Indian coal can-
not be gasified." That myth
has now been broken. "
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Body In Wheelchair, Couple's Last Hug:
The Human Face Of Delhi Hotel Tragedy

New Delhi: She sat on a
toilet seat. Beside her was a
man on a chair. She rested
her head on his shoulder as
he held her in an embrace.
They died in each other's
arms, waiting to be rescued.
A man and a woman were
found dead in a locked
washroom of the Delhi ho-
tel - Flourish Stay BnB -
where a massive fire broke
out on Wednesday morn-
ing, killing 21, including 12
foreign nationals. "They did
not die of fire. They died of
smoke," said Mohammad
Shoaib, one of the many
who stepped up to help
evacuate guests from the
burning building. For
Shoaib, this was the last
rescue. "We went to the
ground floor and spotted a
washroom locked from in-
side. When we broke open,
we found a couple locked
in an embrace. They had
died." Shoaib recalled step-
ping out of the toilet for a
minute to gather courage to
pull out two more bodies.
"The woman was seated on
apot, while the man was sit-
ting on a chair next to her,
holding her tightly. They
appeared to have locked
themselves in, hoping to
escape the fire. We found
them locked in a hug."
Shoaib, along with other

rescuers, gave Cardiopul-

monary resuscitation (CPR)
to the man and the woman,
hoping to breathe life into
them "They managed to es-
cape the fire but probably
died of suffocation due to
smoke inhalation. Their
bodies had turned black due
to smoke." Mohammad
Shoaib, Mohammad Afzal
Khan, Wasim Raja, Ashraf
Khan and Aamir Khan are
among those who assisted
Delhi Police and firefighters
in the rescue operation. A
short circuit is said to have
caused fire at Flourish Stay
BnB in Delhi's Malviya
Nagar. In another room,
they found a couple sitting
at the edge of a bed. Both
had been burnt to death.
"The scenes inside were
horrific," said Ashraf Khan,
a healthcare worker at Max
Hospital. The rescuers en-
tered the building from the
basement. They claim to
have cut the shutter to gain
access to the hotel. "When
I entered the basement, I
found the first body, com-
pletely charred, near the re-
ception. It was of a girl,
probably in her mid-20s,
with her hands and legs
stiff. She was declared dead
on the spot. A few steps
from there, I found a man
on a wheelchair, who was

also burnt to death. When I
moved ahead, I found three
foreign nationals who were
unconscious and gave
them CPR," recalls Ashraf.
According to the rescuers,
the basement and the
ground floor took the brunt
of the fire. "Around eight
people were found charred
in the basement," Shoaib
said.

Mohammad Afzal, an-
other rescuer, claimed the
main staircase to the upper
floors was in the centre of
the hotel and there was no
emergency exit. The men
allegedly did not wait for the
smoke to clear. They en-
tered as soon as the fire was
under control. "Neither we
nor the local police person-
nel had any safety equip-
ment. We just jumped into
rescue. By the time we
reached the second floor of
the hotel building, it felt like
we would die. The building
was full of smoke, and the
floor tiles had come off. As
we carried people on
bedsheets and walked on
the broken floor, our feet
were cut," Ashraf said. A
viral video shows a foreign
national standing on the
roof of a burning five-storey
building, clutching a pole,
looking for a way down.
While the men carried out

the rescue operation inside
the building, good Samari-
tans were running an evacu-
ation operation from out-
side also. Locals broke the
windows from outside and
encouraged trapped guests
to jump out of the rooms.
Riyazuddin Mansuri and his
son, Armaan, spread around
20-22 mattresses on the
ground outside the burning
building, creating a cushion
that allowed trapped guests
to jump to safety.
Riyazuddin suffered a loss
of Rs 2 lakh "on the
grounds of humanity."

Delhi Hotel Fire: All You
Need To Know

The fire broke out at
around 8:30 am in the base-
ment of the B&B and sub-
sequently spread to the
upper floors. A short circuit
is said to have caused it,
sources told NDTV on
Thursday.

Most of the guests were
asleep when the blaze
erupted. A total of 17 fire
tenders were deployed to
bring the fire under control
and at least 58 people were
rescued and rushed to
nearby Max Hospital. As
part of the investigation, the
police are probing if the
B&B complied with the
safety norms. The initial
probe has found that the
building had only a single
entry and exit point,
lacked a fire no objection
certificate (NOC), and
was operating 25 rooms
while it had the permis-
sion for just six rooms.
Additionally, the win-
dows were sealed, the
main door was sensor-
operated. The hotel
owner, Lavkesh Bajaj,
was arrested on Wednes-
day, hours after the blaze
engulfed the building. Bajaj,
during interrogation, said
that he drove past his burn-
ing hotel 'out of fear.'

Rooms In Basement, No Exit: Inside Another

Property Of Delhi Hotel O

New Delhi: A day after a
fire killed 21 people at a ho-
tel in Delhi's Malviya Nagar,
NDTYV visited another ho-
tel of the same owner on
Thursday. During the visit,
NDTYV found out that Flour-
ish Inn, owned by Lavkesh
Bajaj, had also been alleg-
edly violating some safety
norms. The hotel in the
Hauz Rani area is about 400
metres from Bajaj's Flourish
Stay, where a deadly fire
broke out Wednesday
morning, killing nine Indi-
ans and 12 foreigners.
Flourish Inn operated five
rooms in the basement, in
violation of safety norms. A
kitchen was also built adja-
cent to the rooms in the
basement. NDTV also
didn't find any fire extin-
guisher on the floors. Just
like Flourish Stay, it also had
one entry-exit point, and
even a gate on the roof was
locked. The hotel was alleg-
edly vacated after a blaze
ripped through Flourish
Stay. On online websites,
the hotel has been touted
as a property that "provides

an ideal stay for medical visi-
tors, corporate guests, and
tourists seeking a hassle-
free experience in Delhi".

Safety Lapses At Flour-
ish Stay

In a tragedy that was per-
haps waiting to happen,
Flourish Stay, a bed-and-
breakfast, was operating
without a fire no objection
certificate (NOC). It also
violated the bed and break-
fast policy. The hotel had
permission for only six
rooms, granted under the

Delhi government's bed and
breakfast policy, but was
operating more than 20.
Rooms had also come up in
the basement. Investiga-
tors said the blocked roof
access may have also de-
nied occupants a crucial es-
cape route. Lavkesh Bajaj,
who has now been ar-
rested, owned another ho-
tel, the Green Residency.
During interrogation, he
told police that he had
handed over the hotel's
management to the man-

wner

ager, Jai Mishra, who is
currently on the run. Bajaj
said that all related li-
censes were issued in
Mishra's name. Authori-
ties have now announced
a citywide enforcement
drive targeting hotels,
lodges, nursing homes,
coaching centres, restau-
rants and other commer-
cial establishments. Offi-
cials said premises found
violating safety norms
could face closure, sealing
and legal action.

Women Break Genturies-0ld Barrier,
Lead Aarti At Jammu Temple

Draped in saffron
sarees, lamps held aloft in
steady hands, a group of
young women recites
hymns and sings the aarti.
This scene inside the sanc-
tum sanctorum of Jammu's
Raghunath Temple sig-
nals something profound.
For the first time, women
being trained for priests'
roles are leading the
evening aarti here. These
young women chant man-
tras with practiced ease,
breaking a centuries-old
barrier. Built in 1835, the
temple has witnessed
kings, wars and countless

prayers. Today, it is wit-
nessing change. The path
here was not easy, with
several stumbling blocks
along the way. But
Kunwarani Ritu Singh,
granddaughter-in-law of
Mabharaja Hari Singh, took
the bold initiative to con-
vince people to embrace
this shift. "The idea is not
to sideline men, but to
promote the concept of
Shiv and Shakti, where
both men and women are
equal," Ritu Singh ex-
plained. "If we perform
Kanjak Puja and Devi
Poojan, how can we keep

women away from per-
forming pooja?" she
asked.A year ago,
Kunwarani Ritu Singh
took that step, training and
inducting women into a
role long held by men. "We
have seen a great re-
sponse. Presently, there
are 150 girls. In the com-
ing days, the number is
only going to increase,"
Ritu Singh said. The next
phase of training will teach
them how to perform
hawan and recite mantras
so they can serve as
pujarans in various
temples. "This will be a

step towards empower-
ment," Ritu Singh added.
Devotees at Jammu's
Raghunath Temple said
the sight of women leading
the aarti is inspiring. "I
can't tell you how blessed
I am feeling. Never in my
lifetime did I think I would
ever see women leading
aarti," said Mini Bagotra, a
devotee present during the
prayers. "This isn't just
about who holds the aarti
thali. It's about who gets to
carry faith forward. And
tonight, Jammu is showing
the way," said Rajni
Sehgal, another devotee.
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We Are Scared™: Nepal Familv nelocates

After Deadly Delhi

"New Delhi: The massive
fire at a Flourish Inn Hotel
in Delhi's Malviya Nagar
has sparked panic among
foreign nationals who travel
to India for medical treat-
ment. The inferno at the
hotel located in the narrow
streets of the Hauz Rani
area, near Max Super Spe-
ciality Hospital, has killed 21
people. Among them, 12
were foreigners. Most of
these people weren't tour-
ists. They were patients and
relatives of people who
came to India seeking state-
of-the-art treatment at one
of Delhi's top medical cen-
tres. Ravi Lal Sarpota is one
such person who came to
Delhi from Naranghat in
Nepal with Hagisara
Sarpota and his daughter
Srijana Sarpota for treat-
ment at Max Super Special-
ity Hospital. Sarpota told
NDTYV that now his family
is scared of staying at the
labyrinth of small hotels,
guest houses and bed-and-
breakfasts in the narrow
lanes of Hauz Rani near
Max Hospital. He said that
if safety norms were not fol-
lowed at one hotel, there is
no guarantee that they were
not flouted at other estab-
lishments, and similar inci-
dents won't repeat. "We
had heard good things

about the hospital, which is
why we came here. We va-
cated the hotel today. Po-
lice had been visiting the
hotel since yesterday, but
we left today," he said. The
Sarpato family wasn't stay-
ing at the Flourish Inn Ho-
tel, where the fire broke out,
but at another nearby Green
Residency hotel, allegedly
linked to the same owner.
Following the deadly blaze
at Flourish Inn, police re-
portedly ordered the clo-
sure of Green Residency
Hotel as part of the ongo-
ing investigation and en-
forcement drive, asking the
guests to vacate the prop-
erty. Expressing concern
over hotel safety, Sarpato
said, "If a fire can break out
in one hotel, it could hap-
pen in another as well." His
daughter, Srijana Sarpota,
said the family remains
shaken by the tragedy. "We
are scared after hearing
about the fire. Today we will
look for another hotel. We
will stay in Delhi for another
two or three days," she
said.

Deadly Fire Exposes
Safety Violations

At least 21 people were
killed, and around 37 oth-
ers were rescued after a
major fire broke out at Flour-
ish Inn on Tuesday morn-

ing. According to officials,
the blaze started around
8:50 am in the restaurant area
of the hotel before rapidly
spreading through the
building. Among the dead
were nine Indian nationals
and 12 foreign nationals,
most of them from Liberia,
Mozambique, Nigeria and
Bangladesh. The incident
has exposed serious viola-
tions in the operation of the
hotel. According to offi-
cials, the establishment had
been granted a licence un-
der the Delhi government's
Bed and Breakfast (B&B)
scheme, under which only
six rooms were permitted.
However, the property was
allegedly operating around

25 rooms, including ac-
commodation in the base-
ment. A preliminary inves-
tigation by the Delhi Fire
Service has found that the
hotel did not possess a
valid Fire No Objection
Certificate (NOC). Senior
officials have indicated
that several hotels operat-
ing in the area may also be
functioning without man-
datory fire clearances,
prompting a wider inspec-
tion drive. Authorities are
continuing their investiga-
tion into the tragedy, with
scrutiny now extending to
other hotels in the locality
over compliance with fire
safety norms and licensing
regulations.

Haryana Night Club Owner Critical,
18 Shots Were Fired At Him: Pollce

Chandigarh: A major
criminal incident unfolded
late Wednesday night in
Panchkula when armed as-
sailants linked to organised
gangs carried out a targeted
shooting at a nightclub
owner around midnight,
leaving him injured and trig-
gering a high-alert police
response across the city.
The victim, Rattan Lubana
- nightclub owner and
brother of a Municipal Cor-
poration Ward-1 councillor
- was attacked around mid-
night as he exited his club
in Sector 5. Two unidenti-
fied gunmen on a motor-
cycle opened fire, discharg-
ing multiple rounds in quick
succession. Lubana sus-
tained a bullet injury during
the attack. Eyewitnesses
reported chaos at the scene
as the attackers fled toward

the Yamunanagar highway.
In the process, they report-
edly dropped ammunition
while reloading their
weapon. A detective staff
member present nearby im-
mediately alerted authori-
ties and pursued the sus-
pects, prompting rapid
mobilisation of multiple po-
lice units, including the
Crime Branch and Anti-Nar-
cotics Cell. A blockade was
set up near the Mattawala
flyover. During the chase,
the assailants allegedly
fired at police personnel,
targeting a police vehicle
near Bela Vista Chowk and
Nada Sahib. Fortunately, no
officers were injured. The
situation escalated into a
brief encounter, during
which police retaliated,
shooting both suspects in
the legs and successfully

apprehending them. The
injured accused were ini-
tially taken to a local hospi-
tal in Panchkula and later
referred to PGI Chandigarh
due to their critical condi-
tion. The arrested individu-
als have been identified as
Jaswinder from Ludhiana
and Harpreet from
Hoshiarpur. Authorities be-
lieve they are associated
with the Goldy Brar and
Rohit Godara gangs.
Jaswinder is reported to
have prior involvement in
attempted murder cases.
Police recovered two semi-
automatic pistols from the
suspects and estimate that
around 18 rounds were
fired. Nirmal Singh, in
charge of the detective
wing, says the incident took
place at midnight when they
got information, and cops

chased shooters, and they
opened fire at the police
party, and in retaliation, po-
lice also opened fire, and
the shooters got injured
and admitted to the hospi-
tal. Investigations are cur-
rently underway to deter-
mine the motive and un-
cover the larger conspiracy
behind the attack.

cials added that the

straight out of a po-
litical farce," the BIP

UnderBed To Evade Cops

A civic volunteer In
West Bengal ap-
peared to have 'gone
underground', quite
literally, before being
found hiding under a
bed during a police
search linked to cor-
ruption allegations.
The accused, identi-
fied as Shahidul Mia,
allegedly has links to
the Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) and has
been accused of de-
manding "cut money"
from residents in
connection with a
government housing
scheme. According
to local sources,
Shahidul Mia had al-
legedly been collect-
ing money from
people for a consid-
erable period, claim-
ing that he could help
them secure houses
under the
government's housing
programme. As com-

plaints mounted, an-
gry residents staged
protests and demon-
strations outside his
residence. The ac-
cused had reportedly
been missing for the
past two days. Act-
ing on the complaints,
police conducted a
search operation at
his house on
Wednesday. During
the search, Shahidul
Mia was allegedly
found hiding under a
bed. He eventually
emerged after police
instructed him to
come out and gave
him assurance. He
was then taken into
custody. Police said
that the accused will
be produced before a
court today. Investi-
gators are also ex-
pected to seek police
custody to carry out
a detailed probe into
the allegations. Offi-

investigation will fo-
cus on verifying the
claims and finding out
whether any other
individuals were in-
volved in the alleged
scam. Meanwhile,
the BJP's IT cell head
Amit Malviya on
Thursday shared the
video video on social
media that purport-
edly showed Shahidul
Mia hiding under a bed
to escape an angry
crowd, calling the
"cut-money scam" in
West Bengal some-
thing that was "pro-
ducing scenes
straight out of a po-
litical farce." He said
the video was from
Mathabhanga in
Cooch Behar district,
where locals accused
him of extorting be-
tween Rs 5,000 and
Rs 20,000 from ben-
eficiaries of govern-
ment housing
schemes. Malviya
said on X that "as in-
vestigations tighten
and arrests mount,
those who once ex-
ploited the poor are
finding it increasingly
difficult to hide, even
under a bed". "The
cut-money scam in
West Bengal is now
producing scenes

leader wrote on X. "As
public anger erupted,
the TMC leader hid
under his bed to es-
cape the furious
crowd. Eventually,
police had to rescue
him from his hiding
place," Malviya added
in his post, along with
the video. This comes
after several people
in Mathabhanga last
week received re-
funds of the "cut
money" they had al-
legedly paid to local
strongmen in order to
access benefits un-
der government
schemes during the
previous TMC regime,
news agency PTI re-
ported. The district
TMC leadership said
the party had no role
in such illegal collec-
tion of money from
villagers or traders.
After the BIJP came
to power in the state,
demands for the re-
turn of "cut money",
allegedly collected by
local figures linked to
the TMC, have risen
in different parts of
Mathabhanga, lead-
ing some of the ac-
cused to return at
least part of the
money.
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Mumbai: IT services
company Wipro Ltd has
announced that its step-
down subsidiary, Wipro
IT Services, LLC, will
acquire an additional 20
percent stake in Aggne
Global Inc for USD 28.5
million. With this acquisi-
tion, Wipro’s total
holding in the company
will rise from 60 percent
to 80 percent. The
transaction is expected to
be completed by June 5,
2026, according to a
regulatory filing made by
the company on Monday.

ro -':-5

f

Builds On Earlier
Acquisition

Wipro had earlier
acquired a 60 percent
stake in Aggne Global Inc
and Aggne Global IT
Services Private Limited
in February 2024. The
transaction was com-
pleted on February 14,
2024. The latest invest-
ment reflects Wipro’s
continued confidence in
Aggne’s business model
and growth prospects.
The payment for the
additional stake will be
made entirely in cash and

will be subject to stan-
dard closing adjustments.

Focus On Insurance
And Al Services

Aggne Global is part of
the Aggne Group, which
provides information
technology, consulting
and managed services to
companies in the Property
and Casualty Insurance
industry. The company
specialises in artificial
intelligence-based
solutions and intellectual
property-led services that
help insurers improve
operations, increase
efficiency and enhance
customer experience.
Wipro said the additional
stake acquisition will
further strengthen its
capabilities in the
insurance sector, particu-
larly in Al-driven trans-
formation services.

Strong Revenue
Growth

Aggne Group has

TUESDAY, JUNE, 9, 2026

Wipro Raises Aggne Stake To 80%, Strengthens
Insurance-Focused Al And Transformation Capabilities

reported steady growth in
recent years. Its annual
turnover stood at USD
18.9 million in FY?24,
which increased to USD
24.2 million in FY25 and
further rose to USD 27.5
million in FY26. The
growth highlights the
increasing demand for
specialised technology
solutions in the insurance
industry.

No Regulatory Hurdles

Wipro clarified that no
government or regulatory
approvals are required
for the transaction. The
company also stated that
the deal is not a related-
party transaction and
that neither its promoters
nor promoter group
entities have any interest
in Aggne Global. Shares
of Wipro ended the day
at Rs 206.45 on the BSE,
gaining Rs 2.25or 1.10
percent from the previ-
ous close.
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Russia Bans Aviation Fuel Exports Till November 2026,
Move Aims To Stabilise Domestic Fuel Market

New Delhi: The Russian
government has an-
nounced a ban on the ex-
port of aviation fuel until
November 30, 2026, in a
move aimed at protecting
domestic fuel supplies,
Reuters reporterd. The de-
cision was announced on
Monday, with authorities
stating that the primary ob-
jective is to maintain stabil-
ity in Russia's internal fuel
market. According to the
government, the export re-
striction is designed to en-
sure that adequate fuel re-
mains available for domes-
tic consumers and indus-
tries. Fuel security has be-
come an increasingly impor-
tant issue for many coun-
tries as global energy mar-
kets continue to face dis-
ruptions caused by geopo-
litical tensions, supply chain
challenges and fluctuating
demand. By limiting exports,
Russia aims to reduce the
risk of shortages and pre-

vent excessive price vola-
tility within its own market.

Government Cites Mar-
ket Stability

In its official statement,
the Russian government
said the measure was intro-
duced specifically to sup-
port stability in the domes-
tic fuel sector. Authorities
did not provide further de-
tails on the volume of fuel
affected by the ban or
whether any exemptions
would apply. However, the
move reflects a broader
trend among energy-pro-
ducing nations seeking to
prioritise domestic con-
sumption during periods of
market uncertainty. Russia
is one of the world's major
energy producers, and de-
cisions related to fuel ex-
ports are closely watched
by global markets. Any re-
striction on exports can in-
fluence supply dynamics,
particularly in sectors that
rely heavily on refined pe-

troleum products. While the
immediate impact on inter-
national aviation fuel mar-
kets remains unclear, trad-
ers and industry partici-
pants are expected to moni-
tor developments closely.

Energy Market Volatil-
ity Continues

The export ban comes at
a time when energy mar-
kets remain sensitive to
geopolitical developments
and shifts in global de-
mand.  Governments
across several countries
have taken steps in recent
years to secure local en-

ergy supplies and shield
domestic consumers from
sharp price increases.
Russia's latest decision
highlights the continued
focus on fuel availability
and market stability as
policymakers navigate an
uncertain global economic
and energy environment.
The aviation sector, air-
lines and fuel traders are
likely to assess the impli-
cations of the export re-
striction in the coming
months as the policy re-
mains in effect until the
end of November 2026.

Centre Steps Up El Nino Preparedness, Crop Watch Teams
FormeAs Ferti Ilser Stocks Rise Above Requirement

New Delhi: With fore-
casts pointing to a below-
normal monsoon due to El
Nino conditions, the Cen-
tre has stepped up mea-
sures to protect the kharif
crop season. The Agricul-
ture Ministry has formed a
crop weather watch group
and a crisis management
group to closely monitor
the situation and reduce
risks to farmers. The an-

nouncement was made dur-
ing an inter-ministerial brief-
ing on Monday, which also
reviewed food and fertiliser
security in view of recent
developments in West Asia.

States Told to Keep Seed
Reserves Ready

The Centre has asked all
states to maintain a seed
reserve of 1% and focus on
short and medium-duration
crop varieties that can bet-

ter withstand weather-re-
lated disruptions. Accord-
ing to officials, the crop
weather watch group meets
every Monday to assess
rainfall patterns, sowing
progress, reservoir levels,
availability of farm inputs,
pest attacks and price
trends. A separate crisis
management group com-
prising relief commissioners
and state disaster manage-

ment authorities has also
been established.

Fertiliser Stocks Higher
Than Requirement

The government said
fertiliser stocks are currently
at 51% of the kharif season
requirement, significantly
higher than the usual 33%
level maintained at this time
of the year. The Agriculture
Ministry has also prepared
district-level contingency
plans with the help of the
Indian Council of Agricul-
tural Research (ICAR) and
is holding regular video
conferences with state offi-
cials. Keeping the El Nino
forecast in mind, the minis-
try has revised fertiliser de-
mand estimates. Urea de-
mand for the kharif 2026-27
season has been reduced
by 4 lakh tonne to 194 lakh
tonne. Demand for di-ammo-
nium phosphate (DAP) has
been cut by 6 lakh tonne to
60 lakh tonne.

Food Stocks Comfort-
able, Prices Stable

Domestic fertiliser pro-
duction after the West Asia
crisis stood at 104.81 lakh
tonne, while imports to-
talled 27.62 lakh tonne, tak-
ing overall availability to
about 132.43 lakh tonne.
Officials said India has se-
cured 25 lakh tonne of urea
and 50 lakh tonne of DAP
from suppliers outside the
Strait of Hormuz, with ship-
ments expected in June and
July. On the food front,
wheat stocks stood at 513
lakh tonne against the
buffer norm of 275 lakh
tonne as on July 1. Rice
stocks were at 397 lakh
tonne, much higher than
the required 135 lakh tonne.
The government also said
prices of cereals, pulses
and sugar remain stable.
Potato, onion and tomato
prices are moving within a
normal range, while edible
oil supplies continue to re-
main adequate through
regular imports from several
countries.

PNC Infratech Secures Rs.194 Crore
Lucknow Flyover Contract, Adds To
Strong Order Book With Airport Prolect

Mumbai: PNC Infratech
Ltd has secured a new in-
frastructure contract worth
Rs 194.40 crore from the
Lucknow Development Au-
thority (LDA), adding to its
growing order book. The
company informed stock
exchanges on Monday that
it has received a Letter of
Acceptance (LOA) for the
construction of a major
flyover project in Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh. The contract
has been awarded under
the Engineering, Procure-
ment and Construction
(EPC) model.

Scope Of The Lucknow
Project

The project involves the
construction of a four-lane
flyover at the Shaheed Path
intersection on the right
bank of the Gomti River. It
also includes the develop-
ment of two loops and two
ramps aimed at improving
traffic flow in the area. Ac-
cording to the company, the
contract is valued at Rs

194.40 crore, excluding GST.
The LOA is dated May 27,
2026, and was received by
the company on June 1.

Completion Timeline
And Company Clarifica-
tion

PNC Infratech said the
project is expected to be
completed within 24
months from the com-
mencement date. The
company also clarified
that the contract is a do-
mestic order and does not
involve any related-party
transaction. It further
stated that neither its pro-
moters nor promoter group

entities have any interest
in the authority awarding
the contract.

Pantnagar  Airport
Project Adds Momentum

The latest order comes
soon after PNC Infratech
emerged as the lowest
bidder for another major
infrastructure project
awarded by the Airports
Authority of India (AAI).
Last week, the company
announced that it had se-
cured the L1 position for
an EPC project worth Rs
302.44 crore, excluding
GST, at Pantnagar Airport
in Uttarakhand.

India’s Industrial Output Grows 4.9% In April,
Manufacturmg Sector Leads Growth Under New IIP Series

New Delhi: India’s indus-

trial production grew by 4.9
percent in April 2026 com-
pared to the same month
last year, driven mainly by
strong performance in the
manufacturing sector. The
figures were released under
the new Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) series with
2022-23 as the base year.
Manufacturing Drives
Industrial Growth
Manufacturing, which
contributes more than
three-fourths of the IIP, re-
corded a healthy growth of
6.2 percent in April. The

sector remains one of the
biggest job creators in the
country, providing employ-
ment opportunities to
graduates from engineering
colleges and universities.
Out of 23 industry groups
within manufacturing, 17 re-
ported positive growth dur-
ing the month.

Auto, Electrical Equip-
ment Lead the Way

The biggest contributors
to manufacturing growth
were motor vehicles, elec-
trical equipment, and ma-
chinery and equipment.
Production of motor ve-

hicles increased by 12.7 per-
cent compared to April last
year. Electrical equipment
production grew by 19.2
percent, while machinery
and equipment recorded a
growth of 12.9 percent.
These sectors benefited
from strong demand and
higher industrial activity.
Power and Utilities
Show Steady Performance
The electricity and gas
supply sector recorded a
growth of 4.9 percent in
April. Water supply, sewer-
age and waste management
services performed even

better, registering a 6.6 per-
cent increase during the
month. The growth reflects
continued expansion in
public utility services
across the country.

Mining Sector Remains
Weak

Unlike other sectors, min-
ing recorded a decline in
output. The sector posted
a negative growth of 5.1
percent in April, making it
the weakest performer
among the major industrial
segments.

Capital Goods Output
Jumps

Data based on use-based
classification showed that
production of capital goods
increased by 11.7 percent.
Capital goods include ma-
chinery and equipment
used by factories and indus-
tries. Arise in this category
is seen as a sign of higher
investments in  the
economy and stronger busi-
ness confidence. Production
of consumer durables such as
televisions, refrigerators and
electronic goods grew by 4.5
percent during April. con-
sumer demand supported by
improving income levels

Foreign Investors Pull Qut Record Rs.21,105 Crore In A
Day, MSCI Rejig & Global Factors Trigger Massive Selloff

Mumbai: Foreign institu-
tional investors (FIIs) sold
a record Rs 21,105 crore
worth of Indian equities on
May 29, marking the big-
gest single-day outflow
ever from the domestic
stock market. The sharp sell-
ing has once again raised
concerns over foreign in-
vestors reducing their expo-
sure to Indian stocks.

Record One-Day Out-
flow

The massive selloff came
even as the Nifty continues
to trade below its average
valuation levels of the past
five years. Market experts
said the outflow was not
entirely due to regular FII
selling. A large part of the
selling was linked to the lat-
est MSCI index rebalancing
exercise. According to esti-
mates by Nuvama Alterna-
tive, MSCl-related adjust-
ments resulted in outflows
of nearly USD 1 billion.
However, even after exclud-
ing this amount, foreign in-
vestors remained heavy
sellers in the market.

MSCI Rebalancing Hits
Large Stocks

The MSCI Standard Index
rebalance led to a reduction
in the weightage of several
major Indian
companies.Among the
stocks expected to witness
significant outflows were
Bajaj Finance, Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS), Infosys, Mahindra &
Mahindra and Hindustan
Unilever. Bajaj Finance was
estimated to see outflows
of around $204 million,

while the other companies
were expected to face out-
flows ranging between USD
109 million and nearly USD
200 million.

Although Friday's out-
flow was the biggest on
record, Indian markets have
witnessed sharp foreign
selling on several occasions
over the past year. On Oct
4, FlIs sold more than Rs
15,000 crore worth of equi-
ties shortly after the market
peaked on Sept 27. Another
selloff of over Rs 12,000

crore was recorded on June
5, following the Lok Sabha
election results. Markets
also witnessed foreign sell-
ing of more than Rs 12,000
crore on March 24 amid ris-
ing geopolitical tensions
involving the US and Iran
and higher crude oil prices.

Valuations Offer Hope

Despite continuous out-
flows, market valuations
have become more attractive.
The Nifty is currently trad-
ing ataround 18.1 times one-
year forward earnings.

Passenger Vehicle Demand Remains Strong, Maruti Suzuki & Kia India Post Record May Sales

New Delhi: Passenger
vehicle sales remained
strong in May 2026, with
several carmakers reporting
healthy growth. Maruti
Suzuki India and Kia India
achieved their highest-
ever sales for the month,

showing that demand in
the automobile market
continues to stay firm.
Maruti Suzuki Hits
Record Monthly Sales
Maruti Suzuki India re-
ported its highest-ever
monthly domestic sales of

1,93,535 units in May 2026.
The company had sold
1,38,690 units in May 2025.
Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing and Sales,
Partho Banerjee said rising
fuel prices have affected
sentiment among small-car

buyers. However, the com-
pany still recorded strong
growth across segments.
Sales of mini cars, includ-
ing Alto and S-Presso, in-
creased to 16,275 units from
6,776 units a year ago. Com-
pact car sales, including

Baleno, Celerio, Dzire, Ig-
nis, Swift and WagonR, rose
to 81,555 units from 61,960
units. The company’s total
passenger car sales, exclud-
ing utility vehicles, stood at
1,90,337 units in May, com-
pared with 1,35,962 units in

the same month last year.

Fuel Prices Push EV and
CNG Demand

Banerjee said higher fuel
prices increase the overall cost
of owning a vehicle and could
affect the automobile industry
if the trend continues.
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