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"Ruined education system in 12 years": Rahul
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Gandhi slams Gentre over NEET paper leak, terms

student's d

New Delhi : Leader of
Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi,
launched a sharp attack
against the central govern-
ment following the cancel-
lation of the NEET examina-
tion, highlighting the im-
mense struggles of stu-
dents and their families
whose dreams were shat-
tered by the recurring pa-
per leak controversies. The
leader stated that the young
generation of India is pay-
ing the price for the 'ruined
'education system. The Lok
Sabha Leader of Opposition
in a post on X recounted the
tragic circumstances be-
hind the student's passing
following the cancellation
of the NEET examination.
Rahul Gandhi wrote,
"Akanksha wanted to be-
come a doctor and serve the
nation and society.
Akanksha's father is a
farmer. To fulfil his
daughter's dream of becom-
ing a doctor, he took a loan
of 73 lakh on a Kisan Credit
Card. And he took up a job
as a cook in Nagpur, so that
his daughter could attend
coaching there. A father did
everything he could. Then
the NEET paper leaked. The
exam was cancelled. In that

uncertainty, Akanksha left
us forever." "Akanksha's
death was not suicide, it's
the consequence of a cor-
rupt, broken system under
Modi ji. And Dharmendra
Pradhan ji? He's still in his
chair today. The same com-
mittee. The same transfers.
The same investigations.
No reforms, no justice.
Modi ji, power is not per-
manent, it comes and goes.
But the extent to which
you've ruined the education
system in 12 years, an en-
tire young generation of
India is paying the price for
it," he wrote.

On Tuesday, the Rouse
Avenue court allowed the

-

application of NEET UG
paper leak accused Yash
Yadav, seeking permission
to have books to study for
the NEET UG re-examina-
tion, which is scheduled to
be held on June 21. Mean-
while, the court extended
the judicial custody of
Mangilal Biwal, Vikas Biwal,
Dinesh Biwal, Yash Yadav
and Dhananjay Lokhande
till June 15. Special Judge
(CBI) Ajay Gupta allowed
the application of Yash
Yadav to have books in ju-
dicial custody. Advocate
Ambika appeared for Yash
Yadav through video
conferencing and submit-
ted that he requires books

for preparation of the NEET
UG Exam scheduled on June
21. She also submitted that
he had also appeared in the
NEET UG Exam on May 3.
During the hearing, the
court asked the counsel
whether she had confirmed
that he would be allowed by
the NTA to appear in the
exam, as he is an accused in
this case. Has he been is-
sued the admission card?
On May 20, the Rouse
Avenue court remanded 5
accsued in judicial custody
after CBI interrogation in
the NEET UG Paper leak
case. Investigation officer
Deputy SP Pawan Kumar
Kaushik moved applica-
tions seeking extension of
judicial custody. Senior
Public Prosecutor Neetu
Singh appeared for the CBI.
It was submitted that an FIR
has been registered on May
12, 2026, on the complaint
filed by a government offi-
cial under sections of the
BNS, Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, and offences of
using unfair means in the
exam, etc. It is alleged that
Mangilal Biwal contacted
Shubham Khairnar for a
question paper for his son
Vikas Biwal. Thereafter, the
larger chain was created with

other Accused persons. It is
also alleged that Shubham
first leaked the paper to Yash,
then Yash to Mangilal, to
Vikas, to Dinesh Bival.
Mangilal received the leaked
NEET UG Paper from Yash
Yadav for a deal of Rs. 10
lakh. During interrogation,
Mangilal's son Vikas Biwal
said that he came in contact
with Yash Yadav during the
coaching in Sikar. It is also
alleged that Mangi Lal further
sold the leaked paper to vari-
ous candidates for Rs 12
lakh.In this case, the CBI has
also arrested Shubham
Khairnar, Manisha
Waghmare, Prahalad
Kulkarni, Manisha
Mandhare, Manisha Sanjay
Hawaldar, Shivraj Raghunath
Motegaonkar, Dr. Manoj
Shirure and Tejas Harshad
Kumar Shah. All these ac-
cused persons are in judicial
custody after CBI interroga-
tion. NEET-UG 2026 has been
rescheduled for June 21, fol-
lowing allegations of paper
leaks and administrative
lapses. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) contin-
ues its probe and has made
multiple arrests, while pro-
tests by student groups
have intensified in several
parts of the country.

eh as iIure of education system

Chirag Paswan Inaugurates SAPLING Dialogue 2026

N and sustainable gro

New Delhi: The Ministry
of Food Processing Indus-
tries (MoFPI), Government
of India, in collaboration
with the World Bank Group-
led SAPLING initiative, in-
augurated the Regional
High-Level Policy Dialogue
titled “Unlocking Value:
Advancing Food Process-
ing for Employment Genera-
tion and Sustainable
Growth in South Asia” in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat on 9th
June 2026.

The two-day regional
dialogue brings together
around 200 participants in-
cluding policymakers, in-
dustry leaders, develop-
ment partners, innovators,
researchers, startups, and
representatives from South
Asian countries to deliber-
ate on strengthening food
processing ecosystems and
building resilient, inclusive,
and sustainable food sys-
tems in the region.

Union Minister for Min-
istry of Food Processing
Industries, Shri Chirag
Paswan, while addressing
the inaugural session, high-
lighted India’s growing role
as a global food processing
hub and emphasized the
importance of value addi-
tion, technology adoption,
and regional collaboration
in transforming South
Asia’s food economy.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Shri Chirag Paswan
said that food processing is
the bridge between agricul-
ture and prosperity and has
immense potential to gen-
erate employment, reduce
post-harvest losses, im-
prove farmer incomes, and
strengthen food security.
He noted that India’s policy
initiatives and infrastruc-
ture development efforts are

helping create globally
competitive food value
chains.

Gujarat to foster agro-indus-
trial sector as driver of em-
ployment, value addition
and overall growth of the
economy. To further this
cause and bridge the gap
between agriculture and in-
dustry, he advocated for a
National Institute for Food
Technology Entrepreneur-
ship and Management cam-
pus in Gujarat.

The opening plenary fea-
tured participation from se-
nior dignitaries including
Mr. Paul Procee, Acting
Country Director for India,
World Bank; Ms. Archna
Vyas, Country Director for
India, Gates Foundation;
and Shri Avinash Joshi,
Secretary, MoFPI.

The dialogue includes

late value chains).

Smart Tech, Bold Innova-
tions: Transforming Food
Processing Through Tech-
nology.

Safe food, strong markets:
Health, Quality and Stan-
dards for competitive
Trade.

Farm, Firm and Finance:
Mobilizing Investment for
Food Processing Growth.

Shaping a Shared Food
Future: Regional Collabora-
tion and Policy Action in
South Asia

Senior representatives
from leading global and In-
dian organizations includ-
ing Nestlé, Bayer,
Rabobank, Ajinomoto, ITC,
SEWA, NABARD, and
Food Industry Asia are par-

REGIONAL HIGH-LEVEL POLICY DIALOGUE

UNLOCKING VALUE

Advancing food processing for employment
generation and sustaimaple growth in South Asia

Jitubhai Vaghani, Minis-
ter of Agriculture, Govern-
ment of Gujarat appreciated
the participation from vari-
ous countries in this his-
toric occasion of SAPLING,
2026. Shri Vaghani also em-
phasized the food process-
ing sector as engine of ag-
ricultural transformation
and shared the commitment
of the Government of

thematic sessions on:

Think Big, Act Local Un-
locking South Asia’s Food
Processing Opportunity.

From Farm to Factory:
Strengthening Agricultural
Supply Chains for Food
Processing.

From Shadow to Spot-
light: Formalizing informal
food processors (Bringing
small processors into regu-

ticipating in the discus-
sions. An Innovation Fair
has also been organized
alongside the dialogue,
showcasing breakthrough
solutions in cold chain lo-
gistics, digital traceability,
sustainable packaging,
smart processing technolo-
gies and storage systems.
The fair aims to strengthen
partnerships between inno-

vators, policymakers, and
industry stakeholders. On
the occasion, the report
titled “Assessment of the
Level of Food Processing in
India”, commissioned by
the Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industries was re-
leased by the Ministers and
dignitaries. The report pre-
sents a comprehensive as-
sessment of food process-
ing levels across major ag-
ricultural commodities and
highlights the significant
progress made in India’s
food processing sector,
with overall processing lev-
els increasing from around
10% in 2016 to nearly 17%
in 2023. The study also
identifies substantial op-
portunities for value addi-
tion in perishable commodi-
ties such as fruits, veg-
etables and dairy, and pro-
vides strategic policy rec-
ommendations to
strengthen infrastructure,
reduce post-harvest losses,
enhance farmer incomes
and boost India’s global
competitiveness in the food
economy. The Regional
High Level Policy Dialogue
SAPLING is aligned with
the World Bank Group’s
AgriConnect initiative
and SAPLING platform,
which seek to accelerate
resilient and nutrition-
focused food systems
across South Asia
through policy reform,
investment mobilization,
and technology-driven
solutions. The dialogue
is expected to foster
cross-country learning,
strengthen regional co-
operation, encourage
private investment, sup-
port MSMEs, and identify
practical pathways for food
processing-led growth and
employment generation in
South Asia.

24 Indian Seafarers

New Delhi: The Indian
Coast Guard's Maritime Res-
cue Coordination Centre
(MRCC)Mumbai received in-
formation regarding a missile
attack on the Palau-flagged
tanker MT Marivex, carrying
24 Indian crew members, an-
chored off Masirah, Oman at
approximately 1420 hours on
June 08,2026. Following which,
it established communication
with the Oman Maritime Search
and Rescue Centre (OMSC)

and maintained close coordi-
nation with OMSC and other
relevant stakeholders to moni-
tor the situation and ensure the
safety of the crew. At approxi-
mately 1700 hours, OMSC
Oman confirmed thatall 24 In-
dian crew members had been
safely rescued by helicop-
ters of the Oman Navy. The
rescued personnel are re-
ported to be safe, with no
casualties or injuries. The
vessel remains anchored off

Masirah, Oman. The suc-
cessful rescue operation un-
derscores the effectiveness
of international maritime co-

operation and the robust co-
ordination mechanisms
among maritime rescue au-
thorities in the region.

AAP MP Sanjay Singh accuses BJP of
"breaking parties" amid TMC split

Hardoi : Amid the rebel-
lion in Trinamool Congress,
Aam Aadmi Party Rajya
Sabha MP Sanjay Singh
accused Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) of engineering
splits in the rival parties
through the use of investi-
gative agencies such as the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) and the Central Bureau
of Investigation. Speaking
to the reporters after 58
TMC MLAs rebelled
against the party's leader-
ship and staked claim over
the TMC Legislature Party,
Sanjay Singh said, "The
way BJP operates involves
breaking parties apart, in-
timidating with ED, CBI, and
investigative agencies,
which has become a game
in the country. They broke
Shiv Sena, broke NCP, broke
Congress in Arunachal and
Uttarakhand, broke Con-
gress in Goa, Karnataka,
and Madhya Pradesh. They
broke our AAP party, too."
"By breaking all parties,
they want to rule the coun-
try. The solution lies with
the people. The people
should give them a fitting
reply right then and there.
That's the only solution,"
he added. The Trinamool
Congress (TMC) has im-
ploded into absolute struc-
tural chaos. Just days after
a crushing defeat in the April
2026 assembly elections
that ended its 15-year rule,
a spectacular internal mu-
tiny has fractured the leg-
islature party, completely
isolating Diamond
Harbour MP Abhishek
Banerjee and stripping
the high command of its
legislative authority.

In a high-voltage after-
noon development, 58 out
of the TMC's 80 newly

elected MLAs marched t
the chamber of Assembly
Speaker Rathindranath
Bose to formally stake claim
over the TMC Legislature
Party. Led by recently ex-
pelled MLAs Ritabrata
Banerjee and Sandipan
Saha, the breakaway fac-
tion claimed to have
crossed the critical two-
thirds threshold required to
bypass anti-defection pro-
ceedings, successfully
naming Ritabrata Banerjee
as the official Leader of the
Opposition (LoP). As the
coup unfolded, a panicked
TMC High Command retali-
ated with a scorched-earth
administrative order on X,
dissolving every single
party committee and fron-
tal organisation across
West Bengal with immedi-
ate effect under the guise
of an "introspection and
performance review."
Speaking to reporters,
Ritabrata Banerjee
launched a direct assault
on the party's national gen-
eral secretary. "Abhishek
Banerjee will have abso-
lutely no role in it. Neither

our legislative party nor
the party organisation has
any connection whatso-
ever with him. The people
of Bengal have absolutely
no connection with him."
However, rebels insist
Mamata remains their
leader. The 58-member
group formally requested
her to step into a ceremo-
nial role. "We want Mamata
Banerjee to be our chief
advisor, to give us advice
that will help us in
strengthening our position
as the opposition,"
Ritabrata added. Rebel
MLAs Reyat Hossain
Sarkar and Gulam Rabbani
carefully backed this narra-
tive to avoid public back-
lash, asserting they won
using "Didi's photo" and
still consider her their ulti-
mate leader, but concurred
that Ritabrata was the demo-
cratic choice to lead them
on the assembly floor. The
letter submitted to Speaker
Rathindranath Bose for-
mally requests a complete
overhaul of the opposition
benches, entirely replacing
loyalist leadership.

Cong chief Kharge slams Centre over
recent National Family Health Survey, accuses
Govt of hiding data "exposing" failures

L

New Delhi : Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge
launched a sharp critique
of the Central Government
over the recent National
Family Health Survey
(NFHS), accusing the
government of hiding cru-
cial data which would
"expose its failures." In an
'X' post, Kharge high-
lighted the "absolute in-
competence" of the Cen-
tral government, while al-
leging that one in five chil-
dren across the country
suffer from acute malnutri-
tion, whereas one-third of
India's children are un-
derweight.

He also emphasised the
BJP's "5-step formula" to
hide their failures, which
includes burying of selec-
tive data, abandoning vul-
nerable community, adver-
tising the "Sabka Saath"
and "Amrit Kaal," protec-
tion of PM Modi's PR and
manipulating the narra-
tive. "Not only does the
Modi Government betray
India's women and chil-
dren on healthcare and
nutrition, but it also delib-

erately hides crucial data
which exposes its failures!
Absolute incompetence of
the BJP has been un-
masked by the NHFS-6
data! 1 in 5 children suf-
fer from acute malnutri-
tion One-third of Indian
children are underweight.
More than 84% of chil-
dren aged 6 to 23 months
do not receive adequate
nutrition. 57% of women
between 15 and 49 years
are anaemic as per NFHS-
5. 1 in 5 women is under-
nourished. BJP's 5-step
formula to hide its sins
Bury selected data Aban-
don the vulnerable Adver-
tise "Sabka Saath" &
"Amrit Kaal" Manipulate
the narrative Protect
Modi ji's PR at all costs!,"”
Kharge said.

Last month, the Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare (MoHFW) released
the National Family
Health Survey - 6, with the
data reflecting India's "ac-
celerated progress" in ma-
ternal and child health,
nutrition and financial
protection and that 95.6%

children received most
vaccinations through
public health facilities as
the preferred choice. The
NFHS-6 was conducted
during 2023-24 by the
MoHFW with the Interna-
tional Institute for Popu-
lation Sciences (IIPS), Mu
mbai, as the nodal agency.
Covering nearly 6.79 lakh
households across 715 dis-
tricts, the survey provides
vital evidence on popula-
tion, health, nutrition and
family welfare indicators
and supports evidence-
based planning and
programme implementa-
tion up to the district level.
According to the survey
findings, India has re-
corded notable progress in
health, nutrition, and social
development indicators, re-
flecting the impact of sus-
tained policy interventions
and focused implementa-
tion of flagship progra
mmes. An official release
said that NFHS-6 high-
lights significant improve-
ments in maternal and child
healthcare services across
the country.
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Wipro Pune Ex-Staff
Accuses Woman Boss Of
Forced Religious Conversion

Pune: A woman who
worked at Wipro's Pune
campus has alleged that
her former boss harassed
her over religious grounds
and tried to force her into
religious conversion, due
to which she had to quit
her job. She has filed a po-
lice complaint and ap-
proached the state's hu-
man rights body against
her boss - a woman who
lives in Bengaluru. A Wipro
spokesperson in a state-
ment said they have been
cooperating with the au-
thorities and provided all
documents and informa-
tion with the Pune Police.

According to the com-
plainant, while working at
Wipro's campus in Pune's
Hinjewadi, she was targeted
by some senior managers
and team leaders specifi-
cally because of her reli-
gious beliefs. She alleged
she was subjected to con-
stant psychological pres-
sure to convert to Islam and
to adhere to its practices.

When she resisted, work-
place harassment intensi-
fied and her manager threat-
ened to give her a poor per-
formance review and fire
her, she alleged, adding she
left her job due to stress and
mental harassment. She de-
cided to take the legal route
after not getting a proper
response from the IT
company's internal mecha-
nism. The Pune Police have
started looking into the al-
legations, a senior police
officer said.

"A female project man-
ager at Wipro has filed a
complaint with us alleging
that her female boss, who
was involved in insurance-
related operations, made
certain objectionable re-
marks about her," senior
police officer Balaji
Pandhare said.

"She alleged her boss
subsequently asked her to
resign. Later, she filed a for-

~ mal complaint w1th us. Her

boss against whom she filed
the complaint lives in
Bengaluru and works from
there. We will also investi-
gate what action, if any, the
company has taken thus far
regarding this complaint,”
Pandhare said. The non-
profit Hindu Janajagruti
Samiti held a press confer-
ence in Pune on Wednes-
day, where the woman nar-
rated what she allegedly en-
dured while working at
Wipro from 2019 to 2025.

The police are looking
into every specific allega-
tion raised by her as well as
the company's internal
records. Wipro in its state-
ment said, "At Wipro, em-
ployee welfare, dignity, and
respect are paramount. We
maintain a zero-tolerance
approach towards any form
of misconduct, discrimina-
tion, harassment, or actions
that compromise an
individual's fundamental
rights and freedoms." "We
have been fully cooperating
with the authorities in this
matter and have provided all
relevant documents and in-
formation with the Pune
Police. As the matter is cur-
rently under investigation,
we cannot comment on the
specifics of the case. We
remain committed to main-
taining a safe, inclusive,
and respectful workplace
for all our employees,"
Wipro said. This incident
has once again sparked a
discussion on employee
safety and religious free-
dom in IT companies.

Investigation showed
there were attempts of
forced religious conversion
at Tata Consultancy Ser-
vices' (TCS) Nashik unit.
The case surfaced earlier this
year with several survivors
stepping forward with alle-
gations of harassment and
forced conversion against
their colleagues. Many ac-
cused were arrested.

Raksha Mantri Clears
250 MW Solar Project
on Defence Land

New Delhi: In a major step towards enhancing energy
security, promoting renewable energy and ensuring op-
timum utilisation of vacant defence land, Raksha Mantri
Shri Rajnath Singh has approved the establishment of a
250 MW Solar Power Project with Battery Energy Stor-
age System (BESS) at Sitapur (Ex-Cantonment), Uttar
Pradesh, on approximately 850 acres of vacant defence
land. This is the first-of-its-kind project undertaken by
the Ministry of Defence (MoD), involving the develop-
ment of a large-scale solar power generation facility with
integrated BESS support on defence land. The initiative
reflects the Government’s commitment towards clean
energy, sustainability and reduction of dependence on
conventional energy sources. Besides strengthening
long-term energy security for the Defence Forces, the
project is expected to substantially reduce expenditure
incurred on procurement of conventional grid power for
defence establishments, resulting in significant savings
to the Government exchequer over the life cycle of the
project. NTPC Limited is implementing the project through
a competitive bid process to realise the most optimal
energy pricing and savings for defence establishments.
The project will be implemented in close coordination
with Integrated HQ of MoD (Army) and Directorate Gen-
eral Defence Estates (DGDE). The project represents a
convergence of national security, energy security, tech-
nological innovation and environmental sustainability
highlighting the commitment of the Ministry of Defence
to leverage its assets in support of national develop-
ment goals while safeguarding strategic interests. MoD,
NTPC, IHQ of MoD (Army) and DGDE will work in close
coordination to ensure timely implementation of the
project. Upon completion, the Sitapur Solar Power Project
is expected to emerge as one of the country's most sig-
nificant renewable energy projects established on de-
fence land and a benchmark for future solar-plus-stor-
age projects in the defence sector.
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Final Gall for MIFF 2026
Media Registration

Mumbai: In view of the
overwhelming requests re-
ceived from journalists, me-
dia professionals, and film
critics across the country,
it has been decided to re-
open the Media Accredita-
tion Portal for the 19th
Mumbeai International Film
Festival (MIFF 2026) for a
limited period from 10th
June to 11th June 2026 to
facilitate additional registra-
tions. This special window
offers a final opportunity for
media persons who missed
the earlier deadline to se-
cure their accreditation for
one of the most celebrated
cinematic events in the re-
gion. No further extensions
will be granted after 11th
June, 2026. Scheduled to be
held from June 15t021, 2026,
at the NFDC premises on
Gopalrao Deshmukh Marg,
Mumbai, the 19th edition of
MIFF promises a vibrant
week of screenings, discus-
sions, masterclasses, in-
dustry interactions, and cul-
tural exchanges. Media rep-
resentatives are strongly
encouraged to complete
their registration within the
reopening period to gain
access to festival screen-

ings, press interactions, ex-
clusive media events, and
networking opportunities.
The Media Accreditation
Portal will remain open only
from June 10 and June 11,
2026. This is the last and fi-
nal chance for media profes-
sionals to register for MIFF
2026.

About 19th MIFF 2026

Recognized as South
Asia’s oldest and largest
film festival dedicated to
non-feature cinema, the
Mumbeai International Film
Festival (MIFF) has long
stood as a vibrant celebra-
tion of documentary, short
fiction, and animation film-
making. Established in 1990
and organized under the
aegis of the Ministry of In-
formation & Broadcasting,
Government of India, MIFF
has grown into a presti-
gious international platform
that attracts filmmakers, art-
ists, and cinema enthusi-
asts from around the world.
The 19th edition of MIFF
promises an immersive and
enriching cinematic experi-
ence, featuring a thought-
fully curated lineup of ac-
claimed international films
alongside an exciting array

of industry-focused initia-
tives. The 19th edition of
the Mumbai International
Film Festival (MIFF) Com-
petitive Section has re-
ceived 1,459 film entries
from 47 countries, including
India. The festival show-
cases films in more than 42
Indian languages and over
30 languages from outside
India, reflecting its global
reach and cultural diversity.
Featuring works by ac-
claimed filmmakers from
around the world, the festi-
val will present some of the
finest documentaries, short
fiction films, animations,
debut director films, and
student films. Alongside the
screenings, the 2nd edition
of Doc Bazaar, enriching
masterclasses, and an Open
Forum by IDPA will further
enhance the cinematic and
creative exchange at the fes-
tival. Step into the vibrant
world of storytelling at
MIFF 2026 — where pow-
erful cinema, creative
minds, and inspiring
voices come together to
create an unforgettable
celebration of documen-
tary, animation, and short
fiction filmmaking.
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New Delhi: Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship, and Min-
ister of State for Education,
Government of India, Shri
Jayant Chaudhary today
flagged off five new Solar
Community Hub Skill Vans,
marking a significant step
towards expanding digital
access and future-ready
skilling across India. Devel-
oped by Dell Technologies
(NYSE: DELL) in collabora-
tion with the National Skill
Development Corporation
(NSDC) and implemented
by the Learning Links Foun-
dation, the initiative repre-
sents the next phase of one
of Dell’s most ambitious
global efforts to bridge the
digital divide. These skill
vans will serve communities
across Uttar Pradesh, Delhi/
NCR, Karnataka, Telangana
and Maharashtra, bringing
solar-powered technology,
Al-enabled learning and
employability pathways di-
rectly to youth, women and

Chand

underserved populations.
This expansion goes well
beyond foundational digi-
tal literacy. These skill vans
introduce customized
skilling modules and struc-
tured employability path-
ways, extending technol-
ogy-enabled support to
over 50 vocational, higher
education, and community
institutions. Each unit is
powered by renewable en-
ergy and equipped with
laptops, interactive
screens, internet connec-
tivity, and Al-enabled
learning tools, purpose-
built to meet communities
where they are, not where
infrastructure allows.
Jayant Chaudhary, Min-
ister of State (I/C) for Skill
Development and Entrepre-
neurship, and Minister of
State for Education, Gov-
ernment of India, said, “The
Solar Community Hub Skill
Vans reflects a shared com-
mitment to making technol-
ogy and opportunity acces-
sible to every corner of In-

Iyl

dia. These skill vans are
more than digital spaces,
they are centres of aspira-
tion that combine clean en-
ergy, Al-enabled learning
and  industry-aligned
skilling to prepare young
people for emerging oppor-
tunities. I congratulate Dell
Technologies and NSDC
for this collaborative effort
and look forward to seeing
these hubs empower com-
munities and strengthen
India’s journey towards in-
clusive growth and a future-
ready workforce.”

"Dell Technologies is
committed to India's vision
of inclusive, technology-
led growth," said Manish
Gupta, President & Manag-
ing Director, Dell Technolo-
gies India. "The Solar Com-
munity Hub Skill Vans are
proof of what becomes pos-
sible when government, in-
dustry, and communities
unite around a shared mis-
sion. These skill vans will
prepare a new generation of
learners and workers for the

jobs of tomorrow, right in
their own communities."

The training provided
through these skill vans is
aligned with emerging mar-
ket demands, equipping
participants for roles that
are yet to be created, not
just those that already ex-
ist.

Since India’s first Solar
Community Hub Skill Vans
introduced in FY23, the pro-
gram has reached 18 dis-
tricts across 14 states, di-
rectly impacting 2.67 million
beneficiaries. Globally, the
initiative operates 63 skill
vans across 12 countries.

About Dell Technologies

Dell Technologies
(NYSE: DELL) helps orga-
nizations and individuals
build their digital future
and transform how they
work, live and play. The
company provides cus-
tomers with the industry’s
broadest and most inno-
vative technology and
services portfolio for the
data era.

National
Panel Holds First Meeting

New Delhi: Guided by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of
“Sahkar se Samriddhi” and
under the leadership of Union
Home Minister and Minister
of Cooperation Shri Amit
Shah, the Ministry of Coop-
eration has been undertaking
several initiatives to
strengthen and modernise the
cooperative sector. In this re-
gard, the first meeting of the
National Level Policy Imple-
mentation and Monitoring
Committee constituted under
the National Cooperation
Policy-2025 was held today at
Atal Akshay Urja Bhawan,
New Delhi. The meeting was
chaired by Dr. Ashish Kumar
Bhutani, Secretary, Ministry
of Cooperation & Chairper-
son of the Committee. The
Committee deliberated on the
roadmap for the effective
implementation of the Na-
tional Cooperation Policy-
2025, with special focus on in-
stitutional strengthening, co-
ordinated action by Central

Ministries, Departments,

States and Union Territories,

and National Federation/Co-
operatives for digital transfor-
mation, capacity building,
membership expansion and
cooperative-led inclusive and
sustainable economic devel-
opment. The meeting was at-
tended by Shri Dilip
Sanghani, Chairman, IFFCO;
Shri Siddharth Jain, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Coop-
eration; Shri Anand Kumar
Jha, Shri Raman Kumar and
Shri Shiv Pal Singh, Joint Sec-
retaries, Ministry of Coopera-
tion;  Vice-Chancellor,
“Tribhuvan” Sahkari Univer-
sity, Chairman, NABARD;
and senior officers from vari-
ous Central Ministries, na-
tional cooperative federa-
tions, cooperative institu-
tions, States and Union Terri-
tories Governments. Address-
ing the Committee, Dr.
Bhutani called upon all stake-
holders to work together to
take the objectives of the Na-
tional Cooperation Policy-

2025 to the grassroots level.
He said that strong, transpar-
ent and modern cooperative
institutions will provide new
energy to the rural economy
and make a significant contri-
bution to the goal of Viksit
Bharat @2047. He under-
lined that the National Co-
operation Policy-2025 pro-
vides a comprehensive
framework to make coopera-
tives transparent, technol-
ogy-enabled, professionally
managed and member-cen-
tric economic institutions
During its deliberations, the
Committee discussed the six
strategic pillars of the National
Cooperation Policy-2025,
namely strengthening the
foundation of the cooperative
sector, making cooperatives
vibrant and competitive, pre-
paring cooperatives for the
future, expanding inclusive-
ness and outreach, enhanc-
ing the role of cooperatives in
new and emerging sectors,
and connecting the younger
generation with cooperative

development. The Committee
also discussed a coordinated
action plan with various Min-
istries and Departments, in-
cluding the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj, Ministry of
Rural Development, Depart-
ment of Fisheries, Department
of Animal Husbandry and
Dairying, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries, De-
partment of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, and other
related Departments.

Key initiatives reviewed
during the meeting included
the development of Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies
as multipurpose service cen-
tres, the development of
model cooperative villages in
every district, ensuring coop-
erative outreach up to all
Panchayats, expansion of
dairy and fishery coopera-
tives, promotion of ERP-
based management systems,
data-driven decision-making
and strengthening of cyber
security in the cooperative
sector. The Committee also

reviewed the progress of ma-
jor initiatives undertaken to
strengthen the cooperative
ecosystem, including the de-
velopment of the National
Cooperative  Database,
computerisation of PACS, es-
tablishment of “Tribhuvan”
Sahkari University, and forma-
tion of national-level coopera-
tive institutions such as Na-
tional Cooperative Exports
Limited, National Cooperative
Organics Limited and
Bharatiya Beej Sahakari
Samiti Limited.

Special emphasis was laid
on expanding cooperative
membership, increasing the
economic contribution of co-
operative institutions, ensur-
ing greater participation of
women, youth and small farm-
ers, and linking cooperative
enterprises with new markets.
The National Cooperation
Policy seeks to work towards
expanding cooperative mem-
bership to 50 crore by 2035
and enhancing the contribu-
tion of the cooperative sector

Cooperation Policy

by three times in the national
economy. The meeting also
discussed innovation in co-
operatives, promotion of
startup culture, skill develop-
ment and creation of young
leadership in the cooperative
sector. The role of
“Tribhuvan” Sahkari Univer-
sity in institutionalising coop-
erative education, training, re-
search and capacity building
was also reviewedTo acceler-
ate digital transformation in
the cooperative sector, em-
phasis was placed on
strengthening the National
Cooperative Database, coop-
erative ranking framework,
digital platforms and data-
based monitoring mecha-
nisms. The Committee under-
lined that the successful
implementation of the Na-
tional Cooperation Policy-
2025 will be ensured through
a Whole-of-Government ap-
proach, with active participa-
tion of the Centre, States, co-
operative institutions and all
stakeholders.
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Rashtriya Ayurveda Vidyapeeth Observes World Environment
nav 2026 with Plantation Drive and Sapling DISIIIIIIIIIIIII
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New Delhl (PIB)
Rashtriya Ayurveda
Vidyapeeth (RAV), New
Delhi, celebrated World En-
vironment Day 2026
through a plantation drive
and sapling distribution
programme, reaffirming its
commitment to environmen-
tal conservation and sus-
tainable living. The event
was organized in line with
this year's World Environ-
ment Day theme, "Inspired
by Nature. For Climate. For
Our Future." The
programme was attended by
Vaidya Devendra Triguna,
President, Governing Body,

RAV; Dr. Vandana Siroha,
Director, Rashtriya Ayurv
eda Vidyapeeth; Dr. Sushrut
Kanaujia, President, Board
of Ethics and Registration,
National Commission for In-
dian System of Medicine
(NCISM); and Dr. B.L.
Mehra, Former Member,
Medical Assessment and
Rating Board, NCISM. As
part of the celebration, faculty
members, officers, staff, and
students participated in a plan-
tation drive on the Vidyapeeth
campus, reaffirming their com-
mitment to environmental
conservation and ecological
sustainability. The initiative

aimed to promote environ-
mental awareness and en-
courage collective action
towards increasing green
cover and environmental
stewardship. The event also
highlighted the importance
of conserving medicinal
plants, which form the foun-
dation of Ayurvedic
healthcare and India's rich
traditional knowledge heri-
tage. The dignitaries high-
lighted Ayurveda's ecologi-
cal philosophy, which em-
phasizes the inter connect-
edness of human beings
and nature. Referring to the
concepts of Pancha
mahabhuta Siddhanta and
Loka-Purusha Samya, they
noted that environmental
balance is fundamental to
human health and well-be-
ing. They further observed
that Ayurvedic principles
encourage sustainable
lifestyles, mindful consump-
tion, and responsible use of
natural resources, reinforc-
ing the relevance of tradi-
tional knowledge systems in
addressing contemporary
environmental challenges. A
special feature of the
programme was the distribu-
tion of saplings among offi-
cials and staff members of
the Vidyapeeth. The initia-
tive aimed to encourage par-
ticipants to actively contrib-
ute to environmental con-
servation by planting and
nurturing trees in their com-
munities.

Dr. Jitendra Singh Launches India's Seventh
Regional Meteorological Centre i nJ ammu

New Delhi (PIB): Union
Minister for Science &
Technology and Earth Sci-
ences Dr. Jitendra Singh
inaugurated the new Re-
gional Meteorological
Centre (RMC) at Jammu
today and announced that
a similar centre would soon
be established in Lucknow,
expanding India’s regional
weather forecasting net-
work.

The Jammu facility be-
comes the country’s sev-
enth Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre and will
serve Jammu & Kashmir,
Ladakh and Himachal
Pradesh, providing
specialised weather ser-
vices, disaster warnings
and climate support tai-
lored to the Himalayan re-

gion.
The Minister said the
new centre would

strengthen weather moni-
toring, forecasting and
early-warning systems in a
region characterised by di-
verse terrain ranging from
plains to high-altitude
mountains. It will provide
district-level forecasts,
mountain weather fore-
casts, tourist advisories,
city-specific weather ser-
vices and warnings for
flash floods, cloudbursts,

avalanches, heavy snow-
fall, thunderstorms and
landslides. The services
are expected to benefit pil-
grims undertaking the
Amarnath and Vaishno
Devi yatras, farmers, trans-
port operators, hydro-
power projects, disaster
management agencies and
security forces operating
in difficult terrain.
Highlighting the expan-
sion of meteorological in-
frastructure in Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh over
the past decade, Dr.
Jitendra Singh said there
was no Doppler Weather
Radar in the region in 2014,
whereas four are now op-
erational at Jammu,
Srinagar, Leh and Banihal
Top. Under Mission
Mausam, five additional
Doppler Weather Radars
have been proposed for

Anantnag, Rajouri,
Baramulla, Kishtwar and
Doda.

The observational net-
work has also expanded
substantially. The region
currently has 56 observa-
tories, including 15 manual
observatories, 25 Auto-
matic Weather Stations
(AWSs) and 16 Automatic
Rain Gauges (ARGs), com-
pared to 13 AWSs and 14

ARGs in 2014. Recently,
AWSs have been installed
at Kargil, Ukhral in Ramban
district and Mata Vaishno
Devi Bhawan. During the
current financial year,
nearly eight more AWSs
and five ARGs are expected
to be installed. The num-
ber of stations under the
Daily Rainfall Monitoring
Scheme has increased from
30in 2014 to 85 at present,
significantly improving
rainfall monitoring and
forecasting capabilities.
Dr. Jitendra Singh said
the establishment of RMC
Jammu marks an important
restructuring of the India
Meteorological
Department’s regional op-
erations. Until now, the Re-
gional Meteorological
Centre in Delhi coordi-
nated weather and climate
services for Jammu &
Kashmir, Ladakh, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan.
With the creation of the
Jammu centre, weather ser-
vices for Jammu & Kash-
mir, Ladakh and Himachal
Pradesh will be managed
from Jammu, while the pro-
posed Lucknow centre will
cater to Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.

The Minister also high-
lighted several scientific
and institutional initiatives
undertaken in the region.
The Meteorological Centre
at Srinagar has signed col-
laborations with Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Ag-
ricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST)-
Jammu, SKUAST-Kashmir
and the Islamic University
of Science and Technology
to strengthen research and
capacity-building in
weather and climate sci-
ences. He also referred to
the High-Altitude Cloud
Physics Laboratory estab-
lished at Patnitop in col-
laboration with Swiss sci-
entific institutions for
cloud and aerosol studies
in the Himalayan region.

On earthquake monitor-
ing, Dr. Jitendra Singh said

the Jammu and Kashmir
seismological network has
undergone major
modernisation, with seis-
mic stations at Jammu and
Kashmir upgraded to digi-
tal systems and an addi-
tional observatory estab-
lished at Udhampur. A new
seismological observatory
has also been proposed in
Kishtwar. At present, five
seismic stations are opera-
tional across Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh,
transmitting near real-time
data to the National Centre
for Seismology.

The Minister announced
that an Automatic Weather
Station and a seismology
centre would be estab-
lished in Kishtwar follow-
ing last year’s disaster in
the district. He also noted
that the Srinagar Meteoro-

logical Observatory, which
has been functioning for
over a century, has been
recognised by the World
Meteorological Organiza-
tion as a Centennial Ob-
serving Station.“Now there
will be regional forecasts,
district-wise forecasts,
separate forecasts for tour-
ists and separate mountain
forecasts,” Dr. Jitendra
Singh said, adding that
customised forecasting
would help address the
specific needs of the Hi-
malayan region.
Emphasising the role of
weather services in disas-
ter management, he said,
“Flash floods, cloud-
bursts, avalanches, heavy
snowfall, thunderstorms
and landslides all of these
will be forecast in a timely
manner.”

14th Meeting of India-Philippines Joint Working
Group on Trade and Investment held in Manila

New Delhi (PIB): The
fourteenth meeting of the
India-Philippines Joint
Working Group on Trade
and Investment (JWGTTI)
was convened on 05 June
2026, in Manila, Philippines.
The Meeting was co-
chaired by Mr. Amit Verma,
Joint Secretary, Department

of Commerce, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry of
the Republic of India, and
Mr. Allan B. Gepty,
Undersecretary, Depart-
ment of Trade and Indus-
try, International Trade
Group. Representatives of
concerned Ministries, De-
partments, and

Organisations also partici-
pated through video
conferencing. Both sides
acknowledged the robust
growth of bilateral trade be-
tween India and the Philip-
pines, which reached USD
3.9 billion in 2025-26, dem-
onstrating a strong upward
trajectory. Discussions

covered trends in bilateral
trade and investment, iden-
tification of priority prod-
ucts and services, and pro-
motional activities and co-
operation across various
fields. The meeting also ex-
plored potential areas of
collaboration in diverse
sectors such as film, energy,

construction and infrastruc-
ture, ICT/IT-BPM/AI, and
pharmaceuticals. Both
sides agreed that deeper
cooperation in these areas
could deliver sustained
long-term benefits, en-
abling each country to pur-
sue its developmental goals
more effectively while rein-
forcing a framework of mu-
tual support. Improving the
business environment to
facilitate trade was another
key focus. Discussions
covered customs coopera-
tion and facilitation, agricul-
tural cooperation and mar-
ket access for specific prod-
ucts, and trade settlement
in national currencies. The
meeting also discussed the
early conclusion of the
ASEAN-India Trade in

Goods Agreement
(AITIGA) Review, and the
engagement for a bilateral
India—Philippines Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement (PTA)
thereafter. Overall, the meet-
ing underscored the strate-
gic importance of strength-
ening bilateral economic
ties, reaffirming both coun-
tries’ commitment to build-
ing amore dynamic and mu-
tually beneficial partner-
ship. On the sidelines of the
14th JWGTI, an interaction
with Indian businesses op-
erating in the Philippines
was held on 04 June 2026,
providing a platform for
discussions on trade, in-
vestment, market opportu-
nities, and ways to further
deepen India—Philippines
commercial ties.

World Environment Day: Raksha
Mantri calls for a greener, cleaner &
more resilient future as he plants a
sapling at Lucknow Cantonment

Healthy environment is the foundation of
sustainable development,
national well-bemg & prosperity: RM

Py

New Delhi (PIB): Raksha Mantrl Shr1 Ra]nath Singh
planted a sapling at Lucknow Cantonment, Uttar Pradesh
on World Environment Day on June 05, 2026. The objec-
tive of this special tree plantation drive was to promote
environmental conservation, increase green cover, and
raise public awareness on the issue of climate change. In
a post on X, Raksha Mantri described a healthy environ-
ment as the foundation of sustainable development, na-
tional well-being and the prosperity of future generations.
He called upon the people to work together to build a
greener, cleaner and more resilient future. The programme
was jointly organised by the Principal Directorate, De-
fence Estates, Central Command, and the Cantonment
Board, Lucknow. Deputy Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh
Shri Brajesh Pathak, Principal Director, Defence Estates,
Central Command, General Officer Commanding-in-Chief
(GOC-in-C), Central Command Lt Gen Anindya Sengupta,
and senior civil & military officials of Central Command
were present on the occasion.

TRAI Assesses Mobile
Network Quality Across
Rudrapur, Haldwani and
Kashipur City under UPW LSA

New Delhi (PIB): TRAI Assesses Mobile Network Qual-
ity Across Gadarpur, Dineshpur, Jainagar, Khempur/
Khanpur, Bindt Khera, Rudrapur, Bilhara, Lalpur and
Kichha in Rudrapur city and Kathgodam, Haldwani, Trans-
port Nagar, Gorapadao and Motahaldu in Haldwani city
and Pratappur, Kachnalgaji, Kashipur, Dhmar Khera,
Ramnagar, Dhakia Kalan, Sultanpur and Patti Kalan in
Kashipur city. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) has released findings of Independent Drive Test
(IDT) conducted across Rudrapur, Haldwani and Kashipur
City under UPW LSA, during the month of April 2026, for
information of general telecom consumers. The purpose
of'this drive test is to assess and verify real time quality of
mobile network services (both voice & data) provided by
Telecom Service Providers (TSPs). During the IDT, TRAI
captures performance of TSPs for key Quality of Service
(QoS) parameters like Coverage, Call Drop Rate (CDR),
Call Setup Success Rate (CSSR), data Download (DL) and
Upload (UL) throughput etc., which are then published to
inform Consumers and encourage TSPs to improve their
services. These IDTs have been designed to capture on
ground mobile network performance of all TSPs across di-
verse usages environment like cities, hotspots, public trans-
port hubs, etc. In this type of drive testing, live data and
voice sessions are established using SIM cards from all
TSPs over 2G, 3G, 4G, and 5G networks. Multiple advanced
test handsets are used, and the sessions are monitored and
analysed in real-time using advanced Software Systems.

CURTAIN RAISER - PASSING
OUT PARADE OF 01/26 BATCH
OF TRAINEES AT INS CHILKA

New Delhi (PIB): The Passing Out Parade (POP) of 01/
26 batch of trainees is scheduled to be held at INS Chilka
on 12 Jun 2026. The POP marks the successful culmina-
tion of 16 weeks of rigorous ab-initio training undertaken
by the eighth batch of Agniveers of the Indian Navy and
Naviks of the Indian Coast Guard. The event signifies a
key milestone in their transformation into disciplined, re-
silient and professionally competent sea warriors, ready
to embark on the journey of service to the Nation. Vice
Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Western Naval Command, will be the Chief Guest
and Reviewing Officer for the parade. The occasion will
be witnessed by the proud family members of passing-out
trainees, and distinguished veterans, eminent
sportspersons, and other dignitaries. The POP stands as
a testament to the Indian Navy's commitment to training
as the bedrock of a professional fighting force.
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Putin Offers Su-57 Fighter To Delhi
As India Searches Its Sth-Gen Jet

Moscow:Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has re-
newed his offer regarding
working jointly on manufac-
turing the fifth-generation
Sukhoi Su-57 fighter jet,
which comes with en-
hanced stealth capabilities.
In a wide-ranging interac-
tion with global news agen-
cies, Putin also said Russia
was ready to provide India
with critical technologies for
major defence platforms
and weapons. The Russian
leader's offer comes at a
time when India is looking
to add fifth-generation
fighter jets to its arsenal
amid concerns of regional
neighbours advancing their
aerial capabilities. India's
own project to develop an
indigenous 5th-generation
jet (Advanced Medium
Combat Aircraft) is also un-
der development, but it is
likely to enter service only
in the mid-2030s.

What Putin Said

Addressing a gathering,
Putin recalled that Moscow
had previously invited In-
dia to co-develop under its
Fifth Generation Fighter
Aircraft (FGFA) programme
before New Delhi walked
away from the venture in
2018. "At one point, we
proposed to our Indian
friends to work together on
this technology. But back

then, our Indian friends
said, 'Go ahead on your
own, and then we will see -
- maybe we'll join," Putin
said. "The aircraft could
have been our joint project.
We built it independently,
but we are ready to work
with India in this field," he
added.

Why India Withdrew
From The Programme

India reportedly pulled
out of the 11-year collabo-
rative program to develop a
stealth fighter jet after in-
vesting nearly $300 million
in preliminary designs over
disagreements on cost-
sharing plans, technology
transfers, and the aircraft's
technological capabilities,
among others. At the time,
a few of the Indian Air
Force's (IAF's) principal
concerns were Su-57's
stealth characteristics, de-
lays in developing next-
generation engines and in-
sufficient technology shar-
ing. However, since then,
defence analysts have
pointed out that the play-
ing field has changed dras-
tically, with Russia's state-
owned defence exporter,
Rosoboronexport, altering
its terms to heavily align
with New Delhi's "Make in
India" initiative. But per-
haps India's biggest con-
cern was whether the air-

craft truly matches the
stealth standards set by
American fifth-generation
fighters. Some defence ana-
lysts claim that Su-57
prioritises manoeuvrability
and aerodynamic perfor-
mance over maximum
stealth. For India, which
may have to operate
against increasingly so-
phisticated Chinese air de-
fences, stealth remains a
critical requirement.

About Su-57 Stealth Jets

The Su-57, developed by
Russia's Sukhoi Design
Bureau, is designed to carry
out a wide range of combat
missions, including en-
gagement of air, ground
and maritime targets. It is
capable of operating round
the clock, in adverse
weather and under elec-
tronic warfare conditions,
while its low observability
is intended to reduce vul-
nerability to modern air de-
fence systems. Designed to
compete with aircraft such
as the American F-22 Rap-
tor and F-35 Lightning II,
the Su-57 is capable of en-
gaging air, ground, and sea
targets. It combines stealth
features, supersonic cruis-
ing capability, advanced
sensors, electronic warfare
systems and long-range
strike capability to a wide
range of combat missions.

The aircraft can operate
around the clock, including
in adverse weather condi-
tions and under jamming.
Its low observability allows
it to be effective despite
countermeasures from
modern air defence sys-
tems. Last year, the state-
owned aerospace company
United Aircraft Corporation
introduced a new-genera-
tion Izdeliye 177 engine in
the Su-57 aircraft system to
deliver increased thrust and
improved flight perfor-
mance. Russia has claimed
the Su-57 to be the only
combat-proven fifth-gen-
eration fighter, citing its
operational use in Syria and
Ukraine. A new twin-seat
tandem-cockpit variant of
the jet has also been intro-
duced, in which the second
seat is designed to function
as a tactical command sta-
tion, enabling operators to
control loyal wingman
drones and coordinate ad-
vanced electronic warfare
missions. However, unlike
America's F-35, which has
been produced in large
numbers and exported
widely, the Su-57 remains a
relatively limited-produc-
tion aircraft.

‘Why India Is Still Reluc-
tant To Join Russia

Despite Russia's enthusi-
asm, India's hesitation is
rooted in both operational
and strategic calculations.
While India traditionally
relied on Russia for de-
fence tech, New Delhi is
trying to view its new pro-
curements with a broader
strategic lens, involving
technology access, sup-
ply-chain resilience, sanc-
tions risks and partner-
ships with multiple coun-
tries. While maintaining
strong ties with Russia, In-
dia is also deepening de-
fence cooperation with West-
ern nations, including France
and the United States.

PM Modi A Good Friend": Trump's
Big Remark On India-US Trade Deal

"Washington: Calling
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi his 'good friend', US
President Donald Trump
expressed confidence that
Washington and New Delhi
will reach a trade agreement
soon. Trump's assurance
came days after his admin-
istration said the United
States was planning to im-
pose additional 12.5 per cent
tariffs on goods from India
and 53 other countries for
allegedly failing to prohibit
the forced labour. "We will
get to a deal because I like
your prime minister a lot. I
like your prime minister a lot.
He is a good friend of mine,
and we get along well. We
have a good relationship,"
Trump told reporters at the
White House while discuss-
ing trade ties between the
two countries. Responding
to a question on the trade
deal negotiation, Trump al-
leged India had taken ad-
vantage of US policies for
years and charged tremen-
dous tariffs, and his policies
are just reversing that. "For
years, India took advantage
of the United States... They
charged us tremendous tar-
iffs and paid nothing... Now

it is the exact reverse, and
we are making a lot of mon
ey with India," he said.

A US delegation was in
India earlier this week for
negotiations on an interim
bilateral agreement. The
commerce ministry said the
trade talks were marked by
a spirit of cooperation and
pragmatism, with both
sides reaffirming their com-
mitment to concluding a
mutually beneficial agree-
ment that strengthens bilat-
eral trade and economic ties.
However, the United States
also announced a fresh
slew of additional tariffs of
12.5 per cent on key global
economies, claiming that in-
vestigations have revealed
goods being imported from
54 countries are allegedly
produced via forced labour.
The list includes countries
such as Australia, China,
India, Israel, Japan, Qatar,
and Russia.

Trump On Harley-
Davidson

Trump also referred to the
case of Harley-Davidson
motorcycles, arguing that
high tariffs had made it dif-
ficult for the iconic Ameri-
can manufacturer to sell its

two-wheelers in India. "In
the past, they wouldn't let
Harley-Davidson sell its
motorcycles. They charged
a 200 per cent tariff, so
Harley-Davidson was pre-
cluded. They ended up go-
ing to India and building
their own plants, which is
unfortunate that that hap-
pened, but it happens. It
was before me," Trump
said. He contrasted this
with the US tariff policies,

saying motorcycle brands
from India faced no such
barriers in the American
market. "They sold motor-
bikes here, too. You know
(how much) we charged
them? Nothing. And now
it's the exact reverse. We're
making a lot of money with
India," Trump said.

India-USTrade Deal

On February 7, aftera phone
call between Trump and Modi,
India and the US issued a joint
statement finalising the con-
tours or framework of the first
phase of the Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA) or an in-
terim trade deal. According to
that framework, the US had
agreed to reduce tariffs on In-
dia to 18 per cent from 50 per
cent. Ithad removed the 25 per
cent tariffs on Indian goods for
buying Russian oil and was
to cut the remaining 25 per
cent to 18 per cent under the
pact. However, the US Su-
preme Court on February 20
ruled against Trump's sweep-
ing reciprocal tariffs, which
were imposed under.
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Nepal Foreign Minister On 3-Day India
Visit To Reset Ties Amid Bnundarv Row

New Delhi: Nepal's For-
eign Minister Shisir Khanal
will arrive in New Delhi to-
day for a three-day official
visit, in what is being seen
as a significant diplomatic
reset aimed at repairing ties
with India after a prolonged
chill in bilateral relations
and the boundary row.
Khanal, visiting at the invi-
tation of External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar, will
hold formal talks covering
trade, investment, connec-
tivity, energy and people-
to-people ties. The visit
comes at a delicate moment
- media reports had revealed
that India's Foreign Secre-
tary failed to secure an au-
dience with Nepal's Prime
Minister Balen Shah during
a proposed visit, an mbar-
rassment that ultimately led
to the trip being called off
altogether, casting a pall
over relations between the
two neighbours. The Indian
government, however, de-
nied all such reports.
Against that backdrop,
Khanal's New Delhi trip car-
ries unmistakable diplomatic
weight, signalling
Kathmandu's intent to
move past the friction and
re-engage New Delhi at the

highest levels. The visit
also follows a high-profile
trip to India by Rabi
Lamichhane, chief of
Nepal's ruling Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP), who
received a grand reception
in New Delhi that included
a rare hour-long audience
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. In a gesture
rich with cultural symbol-
ism, Lamichhane gifted
Modi a statue of the revered
Pashupatinath temple - one
of Hinduism's holiest
shrines, located in
Kathmandu. Writing on X
after  the meeting,
Lamichhane said: "It was
indeed a great delight to
engage in such a produc-
tive hour-long conversation
with Hon. PM
(@narendramodi today. I
share your vision for a fu-
ture where Nepal and India
transcend past constraints
to embrace a new era of de-
velopment diplomacy. By
focusing on shared
civilizational bonds, digital
corridors, and seamless
connectivity, we can truly
build a partnership defined
by progress and mutual
trust." Prime Minister
Narendra Modi earlier had
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posted on X: "Delighted to
meet the Chairman of the
Rastriya Swatantra Party
of Nepal, Mr. Rabi
Lamichhane. Nepal is a pri-
ority partner under our
Neighbourhood First
policy, and we look for-
ward to collaborating with
the new government to el-
evate the special and mul-
tifaceted relationship be-
tween our two countries
to greater heights." For-
eign Minister Khanal's
visit is now expected to
translate that political
goodwill into concrete
diplomatic deliverables.
The two sides are likely to
review the status of bilat-
eral agreements on hydro-
power, cross-border con-
nectivity and trade facili-

B

tation - sectors where mo-
mentum had visibly
slowed during the period
of estrangement. Analysts
see the visit as a course
correction driven by mu-
tual necessity. For Nepal's
coalition government - in
which the RSP is a key pil-
lar - stable ties with New
Delhi carry both strategic
and economic urgency.
India, meanwhile,

is keen to reassert its
primacy as Nepal's closest
partner amid growing Chi-
nese engagement in the Hi-
malayan republic. Sources
in Nepal indicate some
agreements are likely to be
signed during Khanal's visit
to India. Khanal is sched-
uled to return to Kathmandu
on Saturday.

‘Pressuring PM Modi To Limit Ties With
Russia Harms Globhal Relations': Putin

Moscow: Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has said
India's growing coopera-
tion with the West, espe-
cially the United States,
does not undermine its
longstanding diplomatic re-
lations with Russia, while
expressing confidence that
New Delhi-Moscow bilat-
eral trade would reach USD
100 billion in the coming
years. Speaking to report-
ers in St Petersburg, Putin
also asserted  that
Washington's so-called at-
tempts to pressure New
Delhi over its relationship
with Moscow would not
succeed but warned that
the move is harmful to in-
ternational relations. "The
US are trying to put pres-
sure on India in some mat-
ters. For example, when it
comes to cooperation with
Russia on some tracks. But
everyone has understood
that putting pressure on
[PM] Narendra Modi, that
has the largest population
in the world, is detrimental
for international relations
and for bilateral relations,"
he said, according to a
Reuters report. "It doesn't
matter where this pressure
comes from. We don't see
any negative conse-
quences. I think that we can
come to an agreement with
all the participants in this
process. As of today, I
would say, there are no se-
rious repercussions ema-
nating from the state of af-
fairs," the Russian leader
added. Putin's remarks ap-
peared to be directed to-
wards the Donald Trump
administration's increasing
pressure on India over its
purchase of Russian crude
oil. The Trump administra-

tion had levied 25 per cent
tariffs on Indian goods for
buying Russian oil in addi-
tion to 25 per cent recipro-
cal tariffs, before New Delhi
and Washington reached a
deal to slash the duties to
18 per cent in February.

On Trade

The Russian leader also
said that Moscow would
continue to deepen ties
with India despite geopoliti-
cal tensions surrounding
the country's global en-
gagements. "We are devel-
oping our ties with India
and will continue doing
that, and we deem India to
be a very reliable partner,"
he said. Putin also ex-
pressed confidence that
Russia's economic ties with
India would continue to ex-
pand significantly in the
coming years, and the bilat-
eral trade between the two
countries is expected to
reach $100 billion, marking
an increase of more than 30
per cent from current levels.
"In 2025, the trade turnover
between the two countries
hit $68.7 billion. India is al-
ready one of Russia's top

trading partners," he said.

On Pakistan And China
Ties

When asked about the
complexities of South Asia
geopolitics, specifically the
growing ties between
Beijing and Islamabad and
their direct impact on New
Delhi, Putin maintained a
position of calculated dip-
lomatic equilibrium. He
said, "We are well aware of
the intricacies of the issues
concerning the border be-
tween India and Pakistan. I
don't think Pakistan is a
country that is fully under
the control of China. Paki-
stan is a large country, and
it has multi-faceted ties with
different countries. They
need to take into account
the cooperation with China,
but everyone is developing
relations with China." He
also said Russia has no in-
tention of meddling in the
border friction between
New Delhi and Beijing, call-
ing the ties between India
and China "delicate and
multi-faceted." He said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese Presi-

dent Xi Jinping are both per-
sonally determined to re-
solve their long-standing
boundary disputes amica-
bly and peacefully without
external mediation. "These
are delicate, multi-faceted
relations between India and
China, and interfering in
them is not a good idea. We
interact with our friends in
both India and China...
President Xi and PM Modi
are both trying to resolve
all the issues of mutual in-
terest, including the rela-
tions on the border," he
said. "As for Russia, we
have our own relations with
China and India. No one is
holding grudges... Rela-
tions between Russia and
India do not disturb China,
our relations with China do
not disturb India... Take
BBRICS, for example. At
one point, I suggested that
leaders of India and China
meet here; which is how
Russia-India-China was es-
tablished. We had things to
talk about, to agree upon,
we started doing later on,
then we were joined by Bra-
zil," he added.

Give Me Last Chance': Indian Man
Caught Grooming 14-Year-Old In UK

'London: An Indian man
has been caught in the
United Kingdom while at-

tempting to sexually groom
aminor. The troubling inci-
dent drew widespread at-

tention after a video went
viral on social media, pur-
portedly showing 27-year-
old Pravna Bhatt being
confronted by local vigilan-
tes, who identified them-
selves as 'British patriots'.
The clip showed Bhatt
pleading for leniency when
questioned about his online
conversations with indi-
viduals he believed to be
minors. NDTV could not
confirm if the Indian man
was caught using a decoy

profile -- a common tactic in
online grooming investiga-
tions -- or if he actually tried
to groom an underage girl.
In the video, Bhatt said he
moved to the UK three
years ago on a student visa
and was currently residing
in the country on a post-
study visa after completing
his education at the Univer-
sity of Leeds. He accepted
sending sexually explicit
texts to the girl, despite
knowing she was 14 years

old. In one of the texts, when
he got to know about the
girl's age, he allegedly wrote
"I'will go to jail", along with
laughing emojis. But de-
spite knowing he was com-
mitting a felony, Bhatt ac-
cepted that he continued
sending her inappropriate
texts and asked her to
'sneak’ her into his room to
"make love". He also sent
her a video of himself mas-
turbating. Bhatt then also
tried to borrow money from

the girl and asked her to pay
for aroom for both of them
at a hotel. He appeared to
have been caught while he
was waiting to meet her.
The clip showed the Indian
man admitting to his
wrongdoing and seeking
forgiveness after being
caught. "This is the first
time [ have done this, and it
will be the last time... Please
give me a last chance... I'm
really sorry," he told the
"British patriots".
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