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Manipur, Bihar slgn Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 MoUs

New Delhi: As a remark-
able step towards sustain-
able, assured, and citizen-
centric rural drinking water
supply across India, reform-
linked Memoranda of Un-
derstanding (MoUs) were
signed today under Jal
Jeevan Mission (JIM) 2.0
with two States (Manipur
and Bihar). The reform-
linked MoU mandates a
Gram Panchayat-led, ser-
vice-based and community-
centred model of rural wa-
ter governance, aligned
with the objectives of Jal
Jeevan Mission 2.0 and
seeks to ensure that every
rural household has access
to drinking water supply in
adequate quantity and of
prescribed quality on a
regular basis, through
strengthened community
participation (Jan water
supply systems, thereby
enhancing the living stan-
dards of rural communities
contributing to long-term
water security aligned with
the national vision of Viksit
Bharat @2047. The MoU
with Manipur was signed
in the presence of the
Union Minister of Jal
Shakti, Shri C.R. Patil, and
Chief Minister of Manipur,
Shri Yumnam Khemchand
Singh.

For Bihar, the MoU sign-
ing was done in the pres-
ence of Union Minister of

Jal Shaktl Shri C.R. Pat11
and Minister of State, Dr.
Raj Bhushan Choudhary
and Shri Sanjay Kumar
Singh, Minister (PHE)
Bihar, during separate
scheduled meetings. Se-
nior officials from the De-
partment of Drinking Wa-
ter and  Sanitation
(DDWS), including Shri
Ashok K. K. Meena, Sec-
retary, DDWS, Shri Kamal
Kishore Soan, Additional
Secretary & Mission Direc-
tor, National Jal Jeevan Mis-
sion (NJJM), Joint secretary,
and Director were present
during the MoU signing.
For Manipur, MoU was
exchanged between D
Senthil Pandiyan, Joint Sec-
retary, NJIM, and Dr
Neilinthang Teilien, Secre-
tary to Chief Minister,

Manipur in the presence of
Union Minister of Jal Shakti,
Shri C. R. Patil, Chief Minis-
ter of Manipur, Shri
Yumnam  Khemchand
Singh, and Deputy Chief
Minister (PHED), Manipur,
Shri Losii Dikho. Marking
a pivotal moment in Centre-
State collaboration, the
MoU with State of Bihar
was formally signed after
Manipur. The meeting com-
menced in the presence of
Union Minister of Jal Shakti,
Shri C. R. Patil, Dr. Raj
Bhushan Choudhary, Min-
ister of State, Shri Sanjay
Kumar Singh, Minister
(PHE) Bihar and other key
officials from the State &
DDWS. The MoU was
signed and exchanged by
Shri D Senthil Pandiyan,
Joint Secretary, NJJM, and

Shri Rajesh Kumar, Princi-
pal Secretary, PHE Depart-
ment, Bihar. Addressing on
the occasions, Union Min-
ister of Jal Shakti, Shri C. R.
Patil said that Jal Jeevan
Mission, launched under
the leadership of the Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi, has transformed ru-
ral drinking water supply
across the country and re-
duced the drudgery of
fetching water especially by
women and girls. Under
JIM 2.0, now the focus is
on sustaining the infrastruc-
tures created under the
Mission, functionality of
tap connections, water
quality, source
sustainability, O&M, com-
munity ownership and
regular monitoring as key
priorities.

NEP 2020 Frees Students from
Subject Barriers: Jitendra Singh

New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter of State (Independent
Charge) for Science & Tech-
nology; Earth Sciences and
Minister of State for PMO,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions, De-
partment of Atomic Energy
and Department of Space,
Dr. Jitendra Singh today
described the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 as one of the most
transformative reforms in
India's education sector and
one of the greatest hall-
marks of the 12 years of the
Modi government, stating
that it has enabled students
to pursue education

ahgned w1th the1r aptitude
and aspirations rather than
being confined to predeter-
mined academic pathways.
Addressing the The Week
Education Conclave 2026,
Dr. Jitendra Singh said that
one of the greatest changes
brought about in the last
decade has been the intro-
duction of NEP 2020. Ex-
plaining its impact in simple
terms, he remarked that the
policy had "liberated chil-
dren from being prisoners
of the subjects chosen for
them by their parents." He
observed that the earlier
system often compelled
students to continue with

academic streams irrespec-
tive of their interests, limit-
ing flexibility and individual
choice. The Minister said
that the flexibility intro-
duced under the new policy
has enabled students to
make course corrections
based on their aptitude. He
noted that students who
may not wish to pursue
conventional career trajec-
tories now have the freedom
to explore diverse disci-
plines ranging from bio-
technology to literature and
other emerging fields. He
further mentioned that, this
shift has resulted in learn-
ers entering professions by

choice rather than by de-
fault, thereby improving the
overall quality and motiva-
tion of the future workforce.
Referring to the impact of
these changes on the sci-
entific ecosystem, Dr.
Jitendra Singh said that the
quality and orientation of
young scientists entering
research institutions today
are markedly different from
earlier generations. He ob-
served that many are now
choosing careers in science
out of genuine interest and
aptitude, leading to greater
commitment and excellence
in research and innovation.
Highlighting the role of tech-
nology in expanding access
to education, the Minister
stated that educational op-
portunities have undergone
a process of demo cratis
ation over the past decade.
He said that the optimum use
of technology has helped
make education more acces-
sible and affordable, reduc-
ing barriers that previously
restricted opportunities to a
limited segment of society.
Dr. Jitendra Singh pointed to
emerging trends in competi-
tive examinations as evi-
dence of this transformation.

RISA Store Launched to
Promote Tl'lllal Handicrafts

New Delhi: The Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, through
the Tribal Cooperative Mar-
keting Development Fed-
eration of India (TRIFED),
today unveiled RISA - Time-
less Tribal, a dedicated pre-
mium brand for tribal textiles,
embroideries and handicrafts,
and inaugurated the exclusive
RISA Store at Gallery No. 2,
Rajiv Gandhi Handicrafts
Bhawan, Connaught Place,
New Delhi. The initiative
aligns with the vision of
Hon'ble Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi for Viksit
Bharat, promoting inclusive
growth through the economic
empowerment of tribal com-
munities while preserving
India's rich cultural heritage.
The RISA initiative has been
conceptualized to create a
distinct brand identity for
tribal products, strengthen
market linkages for tribal ar-
tisans, facilitate design de-
velopment and product di-
versification, and promote
tribal heritage in premium

domestic and international
markets. The RISA Store
was inaugurated by Smt.
Ranjana Chopra, IAS, Sec-
retary, Ministry of Tribal Af-
fairs, in the presence of Shri
M. Rajamurugan, IPS, MD,
TRIFED, Shri Sunil Sethi,
Chairman, Fashion Design
Council of India (FDCI),
noted fashion designer Ms.
Anju Modi, representatives
of design institutions, arti-
sans, industry stakeholders,

other renowned fashion de-
signers and officials of the
Ministry and TRIFED. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Smt.
Ranjana Chopra emphasized
the importance of preserving
and promoting India's rich
tribal heritage through sus-
tainable livelihood interven-
tions and enhanced market
access. She noted that tribal
textiles, embroideries and
handicrafts embody the cul-
tural traditions, knowledge

systems and artistic excel-

lence of tribal communities
and require sustained insti-
tutional support for their
continued growth and recog-
nition. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Shri M. Rajam urugan
highlighted the role of RISA
in creating a comprehensive
ecosystem encompassing de
sign development, skill upgr
adation, product innovation,
packaging enhancement and
market promotion.
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Jayant Chaudhary Flags
Off Workers to Mauritius

New Delhi: Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship and Min-
ister of State for Education,
Government of India, Shri
Jayant Chaudhary flagged
off a contingent of 14 In-
dian skilled workers depart-
ing for Mauritius under the
Government-to-Govern-
ment (G2G) Labour Mobil-
ity Framework established
between the Republic of
India and the Republic of
Mauritius.

The departure follows the
successful placement of
first batch of Indian work-
ers who have already trav-
elled to Mauritius and com-
menced employment under
the programme. With an-
other 14 workers departing
and 33 additional candi-
dates currently undergoing
work permit and documen-
tation processes, the initia-
tive is steadily creating
structured overseas em-
ployment opportunities for
Indian youth under a trans-
parent government-sup-
ported framework.

Addressing the depart-
ing candidates, Shri Jayant
Chaudhary, Minister of
State (Independent
Charge) for Skill Develop-
ment and Entrepreneurship
and Minister of State for
Education, Government of
India, said: "India's skilled
workforce is increasingly
being recognised across
the world for its talent, pro-
fessionalism and adapt-

ability. The growing mo-
mentum of the India-
Mauritius mobility partner-
ship reflects the confidence
that global employers place
in Indian talent. These
workers carry with them
not only professional skills
but also the aspirations of
a young India that is ready
to contribute to the global
economy. Through trusted
Government-to-Govern-
ment partnerships, we are
creating safe, transparent
and aspirational pathways
for international employ-
ment while ensuring that
Indian workers are
equipped to succeed and
thrive in a rapidly evolving
world."

The India-Mauritius
labour mobility partnership
is being implemented under

the Memorandum of Under-
standing on Employment of
Workers signed between
the Republic of India and
the Republic of Mauritius in
May 2023. The framework
aims to facilitate ethical re-
cruitment, worker welfare,
transparency and struc-
tured mobility pathways
aligned with the laws and
labour standards of both
countries.

The departed candidates
represent the pan-India
reach of the programme,
hailing from seven states
across the country. The
group includes six candi-
dates from Uttar Pradesh,
two each from Bihar and
Himachal Pradesh, and one
candidate each from
Manipur, Rajasthan,
Haryana and Punjab. The

candidates bring experience
across retail operations, lo-
gistics, customer service,
hospitality and technical
trades, reflecting the diver-
sity and quality of India's
skilled workforce.

The programme has been
facilitated by NSDC, which
was designated in July 2025
to support the Economic
Development Board (EDB)
of Mauritius in
operationalising this bilat-
eral labour mobility initia-
tive. Since its launch, the
programme has witnessed
initial demand from Super U
Mauritius, one of the
country’s leading retail
chains, for skilled Indian
workers across a range of
roles, including Shelf Work-
ers, Cashiers, Cooks, and
Electricians.

New Delhi: An Indian
Chamber of Commerce (ICC)
delegation led by its Presi-
dent Brij Bhushan Aggarwal
called on Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Science and Technol-
ogy; Earth Sciences and
Minister of State for PMO,
Department of Atomic En-
ergy, Department of Space,
Personnel, Public Grievances

and Pensions, Dr. Jitendra
Singh in New Delhi today
and apprised him of the
chamber’s investment initia-
tives in West Bengal, while
expressing its intent to col-
laborate with the Centre and
the state government to
support the state's growth
and development agenda.
During the meeting, the ICC
informed the Minister that it

5

is working towards facilitat-
ing investments worth Rs.1
lakh crore in West Bengal
through its member compa-
nies. The chamber said the
proposed investments re-
flect industry confidence in
the state’s economic poten-
tial and long-term growth
opportunities. The delega-
tion conveyed that West
Bengal is witnessing a re-

newed sense of optimism
and positive energy, which,
in its assessment, could help
accelerate economic growth
and strengthen the state's
position as a key investment
destination. ICC highlighted
the importance of sustained
engagement between indus-
try, the Union Government
and the state administration
in fostering a conducive en-
vironment for investment
and enterprise. Looking
ahead, the chamber ex-
pressed its willingness to
work closely with Minister
Dr. Jitendra Singh, various
Union Ministries and the
Government of West Bengal
to facilitate investment, sup-
port industrial development
and contribute to the state's
growth plans. The proposed
collaboration is expected to
focus on strengthening in-
stitutional coordination and
promoting greater industry
participation in develop-
ment initiatives.

Food Systems Reform Can Create
Millions of Johs: World Bank

New Delhi: South Asia
stands at a critical moment
in its development journey.
With millions of young
people entering the
workforce every year, cre-
ating sustainable jobs has
become one of the region’s
most pressing priorities.
The World Bank Group
highlighted that transform-
ing food systems beyond
the farm can unlock signifi-
cant opportunities for em-
ployment, investment, eco-
nomic growth, and poverty
reduction. The region’s ag-
riculture sector is valued at
over $700 billion annually
and employs nearly 43 per-
cent of the workforce. How-
ever, despite its scale, agri-
culture contributes only
around 16 percent of the
region’s GDP. More than 30
percent of food produced in
South Asia is lost or wasted
every year—enough to feed
nearly 300 million people.

Experts emphasized that
the next phase of agricul-
tural transformation lies not
merely in increasing pro-
duction but in expanding
food processing, storage,
logistics, marketing, and
value addition. These ac-
tivities can create millions
of productive jobs while re-
ducing food losses and in-
creasing farmers’ incomes.

In India, food grain pro-
duction has increased from
51 million tonnes in 1950-51
to more than 330 million
tonnes today. Processed
food exports have also more
than doubled over the past
decade, rising from approxi-
mately $4.9 billion to over
$10 billion. The food pro-
cessing sector currently
contributes around 9 per-
cent of manufacturing value
added and nearly 13 per-
cent of India’s exports.
India’s experience demon-
strates how strategic policy

interventions can transform
agricultural value chains.
Key initiatives such as the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Sampada Yojana, the
Pradhan Mantri Formaliza-
tion of Micro Food Process-
ing Enterprises (PMFME)
Scheme, and the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
Scheme for Food Process-
ing Industries have
strengthened infrastruc-
ture, modernized enter-
prises, attracted invest-
ments, and improved com-
petitiveness. Despite this
progress, significant op-
portunities remain. Food
processing currently ac-
counts for only a small
share of total employment
and a large proportion of
agricultural produce still re-
mains unprocessed. Stren
gthening cold chains, stor-
age facilities, logistics net-
works, and market linkages
can substantially increase

value creation across the
sector. South Asia pos-
sesses strong fundamen-
tals to emerge as a global
leader in food systems.
Rapid urbanization, a grow-
ing middle class, rich agro-
biodiversity, and rising de-
mand for safe and high-qual-
ity processed food are cre-
ating new opportunities for
investment and innovation.
To accelerate this transfor-
mation, the World Bank
Group is advancing a com-
bined approach through
Agri Connect and SAP-
LING. AgriConnect, a glo-
bal platform, aims to con-
nect 300 million farmers to
markets by 2030 through
investments in infrastruc-
ture, policy reforms, and
private capital mobiliza-
tion. The initiative is alrea
dy supporting projects and
reforms across countries
including India, Bang
ladesh, and Sri Lanka.
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Yuva Sangam Strengthens Amaravati Gets New Central
Government Office Complex

Tripura-Haryana ies

ik

New Delhi: The Depart-
ment of Higher Education
(DoHE), Ministry of Educa-
tion, Government of India,
is facilitating the Yuva
Sangam Phase—VI
programme under the Ek
Bharat Shreshtha Bharat
(EBSB) initiative. The
programme aims to promote
cultural exchange, experien-
tial learning, and national
integration among youth
from diverse regions of the
country. As part of the
Yuva Sangam programme, a
delegation from Tripura led
by the National Institute of
Technology, Agartala is be-
ing hosted by the National
Institute of Technology,
Kurukshetra. The delegates
had a significant interaction

with the Hon’ble Governor
of Haryana, Prof. Ashim
Kumar Ghosh, at Lok
Bhavan, Chandigarh on 4th
June 2026. The interaction
focused on leadership, na-
tional unity, nation-build-
ing, and the importance of
embracing India’s cultural
diversity, providing the par-
ticipants with valuable in-
sights into governance and
public life. The members of
the Tripura delegation com-
menced their journey with
an interaction with previous
Yuva Sangam participants,
followed by the Inaugural
Function of Yuva Sangam
Phase-VI at NIT
Kurukshetra. The event
showcased vibrant cultural
performances by Haryana

Kala Parishad, highlighting
the rich cultural heritage
and traditions of Haryana
and offering the partici-
pants an immersive cultural
experience. As part of the
Yuva Sangam exposure
visit, the delegation visited
key cultural and heritage
sites including Kurukshetra
Panorama & Science Cen-
tre (Kurukshetra Panorama
and Science Centre), Sri
Krishna Museum (Sri
Krishna Museum), and
Bhadrakali Temple
(Bhadrakali Temple). The
visit  concluded in
Kurukshetra with the Light
and Sound Show at Jyotisar
(Jyotisar), the sacred site
where Lord Krishna deliv-
ered the timeless message

of the Bhagavad Gita to
Arjuna, symbolizing the es-
sence of dharma and righ-
teous action.

During the journey, the
delegation visited promi-
nent landmarks  of
Chandigarh, including
Sukhna Lake, Rock Garden
of Chandigarh (Rock Gar-
den of Chandigarh), and
Elante Mall (Elante Mall),
experiencing a blend of
natural beauty, creative ur-
ban spaces, and modern
development alongside
meaningful exposure to
governance and public en-
gagement. As the part of
programme on World Envi-
ronment Day on 5th June
2026, the participants un-
dertook a Plantation Drive
and Quiz Competition at
NIT Kurukshetra, reinforc-
ing environmental aware-
ness and sustainability. The
delegation further visited
the ICAR—National Dairy
Research Institute (ICAR -
National Dairy Research In-
stitute) at Karnal, followed
by exposure visits to a rice
mill in Taraori and the his-
toric Taraori Fort, gaining
insights into agricultural
innovation, rural economy,
and Haryana’s rich cultural
heritage. The programme
concluded on 08th June
2026 with a valedictory ses-
sion. The Yuva Sangam
Phase—VI programme con-
tinues to strengthen the
spirit of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat by foster-
ing mutual understanding,
cultural appreciation, and
youth engagement, while
promoting the values of
“Paraspar Sampark, Pragati,
and Paryatan” across re-
gions of India.

New Delhi: Union Minis-
ter of State for Labour and
Employment and Micro,
Small & Medium Enter-
prises, Government of In-
dia, Sushri. Shobha
Karandlaje, led the Indian
delegation at the 114th In-
ternational Labour Confer-
ence (ILC) in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, underlining India’s
commitment to inclusive
growth, gender equality,
and social dialogue. Her en-
gagements reflected a
strong, coordinated diplo-
matic presence with partici-
pation in discussions, and
series of high-level bilateral
meetings on 9th June 2026.
On the sidelines of the
114th International Labour
Conference in Geneva,
Union Minister held a bilat-
eral meeting with Mr. Ramjee
Yadav, Minister for Youth,

Labour and Employment,
Nepal. Nepal appreciated
India’s digital portals. India
highlighted that Nepal re-
mains a priority partner for
India under our
“Neighbourhood First”
policy. Both the Ministers
discussed enhancing coop-
eration in the areas of skill
development, labour mobil-
ity, and sharing digital tech-
nology. The discussion re-
affirmed shared commit-
ment to enhancing oppor-
tunities and welfare for
workers in both countries
and further deepening the
longstanding and fraternal
ties.

In the meeting of the MoS
Sushri Shobha Karandlaje
with Ms. Teresa Rodrigues
Dias, Minister of Public
Administration, Labour and
Social Security, Angola, dis-

cussion focussed on
strengthening cooperation
in Labour and Employment,
skills development, voca-
tional training, social pro-
tection and workforce train-
ing. Both Ministers agreed
on increasing cooperation
between two countries in
the area of employment
services, skilling, workforce
planning and digital gover-
nance. Angola appreciated
India’s digital goods and
requested for knowledge
sharing. India offered tech-
nical assistance and capac-
ity building support to
Angola in designing, devel-
oping and operationalizing
digital platforms for employ-
ment services, worker reg-
istration, jobs and skill
matching. Union Minister in
her bilateral meeting with
Mr. Muhammad Reza
Casam Uteem, Minister of
Labour and Industrial rela-

ndiaje Leads Indian Delegation atILC |

ated the close and long
standing relations between
the two countries anchored
in shared history, culture,
democratic values and deep
people to people ties.
Mauritius appreciated sig-
nificant progress made by
India in developing digital
Public Infrastructure in the
Labour and Employment
Sector. Indiareaffirmed its
readiness to share its exper-
tise and assured its contin-
ued technical assistance to
Mauritius in developing
digital goods. Sushri
Shobha Karandlaje also met
Labour Ministers from
France, UK, South Korea,
USA and Canada at Geneva
and discussed legal path-
ways for migration of skilled
manpower from India
through mutual recognition
of skills and demand driven
skilling.

ECLGS 5.0 Crosses 1 Lakh
Guarantees Milestone

New Delhi: The Emer-
gency Credit Line Guaran-
tee Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0 was
approved by Union Cabinet
on 05.05.2026. As on June
9, 2026, the total number of
guarantees issued under
the scheme has officially
crossed the 1 lakh mark,
reaching a total of 1,06,549
with total amount of guar-
antees at Rs.48,484.26
Crore, demonstrating the
extensive scale of credit
protection being extended
to lenders. Out of the total
coverage, 96% of the guar-
antees issued by number

and 86% of the total guar-
anteed amount belong to
the MSME sector. Large
participation by Public Sec-
tor Banks, accounting for
96% of guarantees, has en-
sured the quick acceptance
of the scheme. By provid-
ing 100% and 90% guaran-
tee coverage to MSME and
non-MSME sectors respec-
tively, it has encouraged fi-
nancial institutions to ex-
tend credit aggressively,
ensuring that liquidity
flows to the sectors that
need it most. The scheme
aims to infuse additional

credit of Rs.2,55,000 crore to
existing borrower to tide
over the liquidity challenges
arising due to West Asia
Crisis.

The following interven-
tions has also contributed
to the scheme’s widespread
acceptance:

Wide Institutional Partici-
pation: The scheme lever-
ages a diverse network of
lenders, including PSU
Banks, Private Sector
Banks, Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs), Small Fi-
nance Banks (SFBs), and
NBFCs, ensuring broad

geographical and sectoral
reach. Consistent efforts of
Member Lending Institu-
tions (MLIs) to contact the
customers through website,
emails, SMS, etc to avail the
scheme benefits. DFS facili-
tated Outreach Programmes
at nine locations through
SLBCs with participation of
NCGTC and PSB Alliance
Team along with stakehold-
ers like State MSME and
commerce department,
banks, industry associations
and enterprises. Phase 2 of
the outreach programme is
under active consideration.

New Delhi: The Cabinet
Committee on Economic
Affairs, chaired by the
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, today has
approved the construction
of the Central Government
General Pool Office Accom-
modation (CGGPOA) at the
New  Capital City,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.
This project is a landmark
initiative in the new
Greenfield city  of
Amaravati, envisioned to
evolve into a world-class
urban centre. The objective
of the proposal is to ad-
dress the growing demand
for office accommodation
for various Central Govern-
ment offices by housing
them under one roof. This
consolidation will enhance
inter-departmental coordi-
nation and improve the ef-
ficiency and effectiveness
of services delivered by the
Central Government to the

State of Andhra Pradesh.

The Central Government
General Pool Office Accom-
modation (CGGPOA) at
New  Capital City,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh,
is planned over an area of
5.53 acres. The CGGPOA
comprises two blocks: one
block on Plot C-9 with
Ground + 13 floors (Ground
Floor for services, three
floors for podium parking,
and ten floors for office
spaces), and another block
on Plot C-8 with Ground +
10 floors (Ground Floor for
services, three floors for
podium parking, and seven
floors for office spaces). The
facility is designed to ac-
commodate approximately
8,000 officials and staff
members. Podium parking
provision for about 1,800
Equivalent Car Spaces
(ECS) is proposed. The to-
tal built-up area of the
project is 23,25,000 sqft.

(2,16,032 sqm.). Across the
globe, there is a growing
emphasis on environmen-
tally sustainable and re-
source-efficient construc-
tion practices. Reflecting
this commitment, the pro-
posed Central Government
General Pool Office Accom-
modation (CGGPOA) at
New  Capital City,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh,
is being planned and de-
signed in accordance with
the highest green building
standards prevalent in In-
dia. The project aims to mini-
mize environmental impact
through sustainable site
planning, enhanced energy
efficiency, water conserva-
tion, usage of locally avail-
able materials, and im-
proved occupant health
and comfort. The campus
will be designed, con-
structed, and registered to
achieve a minimum GRIHA
4-Star Rating and will com-

ply with the latest provi-
sions of the Energy Conser-
vation and Sustainable
Building Code (ECSBC)
2024.

The Central Government
General Pool Office Accom-
modation (CGGPOA) at
New  Capital City,
Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh,
will be equipped with es-
sential civic and community
amenities, including a Bank
with ATM, Post Office,
Créche, Recreation Room,
Ladies’ Room, Conference
Hall with a seating capacity
of 100, Multipurpose Hall
with a seating capacity of
500, and four canteens to
cater to the needs of em-
ployees and visitors. The
campus will incorporate a
barrier-free built environ-
ment to ensure accessibil-
ity, safety, and convenience
for Divyangjan (Persons
with Disabilities), in compli-
ance with applicable acces-
sibility norms and stan-
dards. The project is ex-
pected to generate sub-
stantial direct and indirect
employment opportunities
for skilled, semi-skilled, and
unskilled workers. During
the construction phase,
employment generation is
estimated at approximately
7,00,000 man-days per an-
num, while the operational
phase is expected to gener-
ate around 50,000 man-days
per annum.

PROJECT COST &
FUNDING

The estimated cost of the
project is ?1,299.08 crores,
which will be funded by the
Gov ernment of India through
budgetary support under the
Head of Account: 4059 Capi-
tal Outlay on Public Works).

Modi Becomes Longest-Serving
Elected PM in Consecutive Terms

New Delhi, June, 10
(PIB): The Union Cabinet
today passed a resolution
marking June 10,2026, as an
historic milestone in the
journey of Indian democ-
racy applauding Shri
Narendra Modi for becom-
ing the longest-serving
elected Prime Minister of
the country. By establish-
ing a record of 4,399 days
of continuous service as an
elected PM, he has sur-
passed the previous record
held by Shri Jawaharlal
Nehru, who served for 4,398
continuous days from 1952
to 1964. The resolution
states that this occasion
stands as a symbol of
India's democratic con-
sciousness, public trust,
and the power of public
participation, reflecting the
unprecedented support be-
stowed by the people upon
a leader guided by the 'Na-
tion First' resolve. Extend-
ing its heartfelt congratula-
tions and best wishes to the
Prime Minister, the resolu-
tion highlights that this

achievement coincides with
the NDA government com-
pleting 12 years under his
leadership. It also notes that
the Prime Minister is ap-
proaching the historic mark
of 25 years of continuous
service as Head of Govern-
ment. Taking pride in a lead-
ership characterized by
sensitivity, restraint, intent,
and decisiveness, the offi-
cial text emphasizes that it
is after six decades that the
country has given a man-
date to the NDA govern-
ment for a third consecutive
term. Outlining the Prime
Minister's life as a symbol
of continuous dedication to
service and nation-build-
ing, the text recalls his 2014
declaration as the "Pradhan
Sevak" committed to the
mantra of 'Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas'. Acknowledg-
ing that the welfare of the
poor has been placed at the
center of governance, the
document details the un-
precedented scale of ameni-
ties delivered,including
pucca houses, electricity,

clean water, and direct ben-
efit transfers, alongside free
rations for over 80 crore citi-
zens and free medical treat-
ment for over 60 crore poor
individuals. The resolution
records that these efforts
collectively boosted na-
tional self-confidence and
enabled over 25 crore
people to defeat poverty.
The resolution further
maps the empowerment of
key demographics. It recog-
nizes the focus on youth
power that propelled India
into becoming the world's
third-largest startup eco-
system and a scientific
power through Mission
Chandrayaan. A new chap-
ter of "Women-Led Devel-
opment' is detailed through
comprehensive policies
ranging from smoke-free
kitchens and the Lakhpati
Didi campaign to the his-
toric 33 percent reservation
for women in legislative
bodies. Affirming farmers as
a core pillar of a '"Viksit
Bharat', the text applauds
initiatives like PM Kisan

Samman Nidhi and the pro-
vision of Kisan Credit
Cards to pastoralists and
fishermen, which have
helped propel agricultural
exports past the Rs 5 lakh
crore mark. Praising the de-
cisive 'Nation First' spirit in
enacting decades-pending
reforms, the resolution
commends landmarks such
as the abrogation of Article
370, implementation of GST
and OROP, the CAA law,
the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, and the consolida-
tion of labor codes. The
document strongly empha-
sizes the elevation of na-
tional security, evidenced
by strict actions against ter-
rorism like surgical and
cross-border air strikes,
'Operation Sindoor', and the
suspension of the unjust
Indus Water Treaty. Com-
mendable strides are also
noted in the eradication of
Naxalism, the signing of
permanent peace accords
in the North-East, and the
resolution of the border dis-
pute with Bangladesh.

National Commission Urges Fact-
Based Debate on Homoeopathy

New Delhi, June, 10
(PIB): The National Commis-
sion for Homoeopathy (NCH)
has issued an advisory urg-
ing all stakeholders, media
organisations and members
of the public to exercise re-
sponsibility while making
statements  concerning
Homoeopathy and duly reg-
istered homoeopathic practi-
tioners. Dr. Tarkeshwar Jain,
Chairperson, National Com-
mission for Homo eopathy,
informed that the Commission,
in exercise of its mandate to
regulate and maintain stan-
dards of education, practice,
professional conduct and eth-
ics in Homoeopathy, has is-
sued a circular vide F. No. 27/
2026-NCH dated 08.06.2026
against irresponsible and un-

substantiated statements tar-
geting Homoeop athy and its
practitioners. Taking serious
cognizance of instances of de-
rogatory, defamatory, mis-
leading and unverified state-
ments being circulated
through print, electronic, digi-
tal and social media platforms,
the Commission highlighted
the need for factual accuracy
and responsible communica-
tion in public discourse. Dr.
Jain stated that Hom oeopathy
is a legally recognised system
of medicine under the National
Commission for Homoeopathy
Act, 2020, and homoeopathic
medicines are regulated under
the Drugs and Cosmetics
Act, 1940. He further noted
that undergraduate and post-
graduate pro grammes in

Homoe opathy are conducted
under a structured academic
framework prescribed by the
Commission, with admissions
through NEET-qualified can-
didates. He added that regis-
tered homoeopathic practitio-
ners undergo prescribed edu-
cation and training standards
and are authorised to practise
Homoeopathy as per appli-
cable statutory and regulatory
provisions. The Commission
has urged institutions, pro-
fessional bodies, healthcare
establishments, media
organisations and individuals
using social media platforms
to exercise due diligence and
ensure factual accuracy be-
fore making public statements
regarding Homoeopathy or its
practitioners. The advisory

further states that any allega-
tions, grievances or concerns
regarding the conduct of an
individual practitioner should
be addressed through estab-
lished statutory, regulatory,
disciplinary or judicial mecha-
nisms rather than through
generalised  assertions
against the profession. Reit-
erating the Commission’s
commitment to protecting
the dignity, integrity and
lawful  standing  of
Homoeopathy and regis-
tered practitioners, Dr. Jain
said that appropriate action,
including legal recourse
wherever necessary, may be
taken against deliberate acts
of spreading baseless, mis-
leading or defamatory state-
ments.
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'We Come Without Past Baggage': Nepal Foreign [JS Strikes Iranian Radar

Minister To NDTV On Gen Z Support

New Delhi: Nepal's newly
appointed Foreign Minister
Shisir Khanal arrived in New
Delhi this week for a three-
day visit, carrying a clear
message: the government
of Prime Minister Balen
Shah is ready to turn the
page on years of political
friction with India and build
a relationship anchored in
pragmatism, measurable
outcomes, and mutual
growth. In an exclusive in-
terview with NDTV's Senior
Executive Editor Aditya Raj
Kaul, Khanal spoke about
his Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP), Nepal's newest
and most electorally suc-
cessful political force, and
outlined an ambitious vi-
sion for resetting ties be-
tween the two neighbours
while acknowledging can-
didly that Nepal had squan-
dered precious years of
growth opportunity even
as India surged ahead.

A Mandate Forged In
Protest

The backdrop to this dip-
lomatic overture is a remark-
able political transformation
inside Nepal. The RSP's
sweeping electoral victory
earlier this year was fuelled
by 'Gen-Z' protests - a
youth-led wave of public
anger that demanded ac-
countability, transparency,
and an end to entrenched
corruption in Nepali poli-
tics. "The Gen-Z protest it-
self was fuelled by a lot of
frustration among young
people for the business as

usual politics, for the sake
of politics," Khanal told
NDTV. "They raised the
questions of accountability
and transparency. They
wanted corruption-free
Nepal." The RSP, formed
barely four years ago, had
already established itself as
a disruptive force in parlia-
ment before the protests,
spending 90 days boycott-
ing proceedings to demand
investigation into corrup-
tion scandals. When elec-
tions came, voters - particu-
larly young Nepalis - re-
warded that consistency.
The party emerged with a
mandate it describes as un-
precedented, coalescing
around two central prom-
ises: good governance and
faster economic transforma-
tion. Khanal, who came into
politics from a professional
rather than a traditional po-
litical background, argued
this outsider status is pre-
cisely what makes the RSP
government different.
"Most of us who came into
the party came from non-
political, mostly profes-
sional backgrounds," he
said. "That meant we were
free to a large degree from
certain ideological burdens
of the past."

Acknowledging Missed
Opportunities

In a moment of rare diplo-
matic candour, Khanal did
not shy away from acknowl-
edging that Nepal had failed
to capitalise on India's eco-
nomic rise over the past

decade. "As India grew
over the last few years rap-
idly, we have stagnated," he
said. "Even in the last three
decades, if you look at it,
Nepal has only had very,
very few instances where
Nepal's GDP has grown
over 5%. We think the po-
tential - we should have
grown by double digits, es-
pecially when we see India
grow at 8%, 9% year on
year." He attributed part of
this stagnation to the re-
volving door of coalition
governments in
Kathmandu, which he said
often weaponised interna-
tional relations for domes-
tic political consumption.
"There was always the need
to build coalition govern-
ments, and the coalition
governments changed very,
very frequently. So that fric-
tion led to... often using in-
ternational geopolitical is-
sues for domestic consump-
tion as well." The RSP, he
insisted, would not repeat
that pattern. "We wanted to
be very conscious about
how we deal internationally
so that our relationships are
based on facts, based on
evidence and not based on
emotions."

Five Pillars For A New
Partnership

On the substance of his
meetings with External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar
and National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval, Khanal laid
out a focused agenda span-
ning five priority areas.

Energy tops the list.
Nepal, endowed with enor-
mous hydropower poten-
tial, wants to move beyond
a piecemeal, project-by-
project approach toward a
comprehensive sectoral
framework. "We have built
a really good collaboration
on the energy sector over
the last few years, but we
think there are ways to im-
prove," Khanal said, adding
that a tripartite agreement
involving India, Nepal, and
Bangladesh could allow
Nepali green energy to flow
to Dhaka using Indian
transmission infrastructure
- a pilot for which has al-
ready been tested. Connec-
tivity is the second priority.
Khanal spoke specifically
about rail links between
Janakpur and Ayodhya,
new air connections
through Nepal's recently
built airports at Bhairahawa
and Pokhara, and road in-
frastructure upgrades. "We
want to see these different
cities and towns in India
and Nepal connect better
for road, train and air," he
said. On the digital front,
Khanal expressed hope for
a UPI-backed payments
agreement - one of the
MOUs expected to be
formalised during his visit -
that would allow seamless
digital transactions on both
sides of the border. He also
flagged a collaboration be-
tween Nepali universities
and Indian institutions on
Al language models for re-

gional languages as an-
other near-term deliverable.
Education and technology
round out the agenda.
Most ambitiously, Khanal
floated the idea of estab-
lishing an IIT or AIIMS cam-
pus in Nepal - a proposal
that would mark an entirely
new chapter in academic
cooperation between the
two countries.

The High-Level Visit
Question

Prime Minister Balen
Shah, known for his un-
usual public reticence and
his preference for direct
communication with citi-
zens over media appear-
ances, has received an in-
vitation to visit India.
Khanal confirmed the in-
vitation but said Shah re-
mains focused on domes-
tic delivery for now, hav-
ing only recently pre-
sented Nepal's first budget
under the new administra-
tion. "Prime Minister cur-
rently is very focused on
the domestic agenda and
wants to show early out-
comes," Khanal said. "We
do hope to see high-level
exchanges take place on
both sides."

For now, it is the Foreign
Minister's visit that is lay-
ing the groundwork. And
if the tone he struck in New
Delhi is any guide, both
capitals appear genuinely
invested - perhaps for the
first time in years - in con-
verting goodwill into tan-
gible results.

7-Month-0ld Palestinian Baby Killed
After Israeli Troops Shoot At Family Car

Israeli troops shot and
killed a seven-month-old
Palestinian baby in the oc-
cupied West Bank on Fri-
day after opening fire on a
family car in Hebron, ac-
cording to the child's fam-
ily and Israeli authorities.
The infant, Sam Fahd Abu
Haikal, was critically
wounded in the shooting
and later died in hospital.
His parents were also in-
jured. The family said they
had stopped their vehicle
after being ordered to do so
by Israeli soldiers in the Tel
Rumeida area of Hebron.
Speaking to Israeli newspa-
per Haaretz, Sam's father,
Fahd Abu Haikal, a lecturer
at Bethlehem University,
said a bullet struck his hand
before hitting his son, who
was sitting in the back seat
with his mother. "The sol-
dier signalled me to stop. I
brought the car to a com-
plete halt and raised my
hands on the steering
wheel. Immediately after-
wards, they opened fire on
the wvehicle," he told
Haaretz. Abu Haikal said the
family was travelling with
their 11-year-old son and
his mother when the shoot-

ing took place. He rejected
any suggestion that the
soldiers could have mis-
taken the vehicle's occu-
pants. "The soldier was
about 10 metres away from
me. He saw me, he saw my
wife and the children," he
told Haaretz. "The windows
were not tinted, it was
broad daylight and every-
thing was clear. You can't
say he didn't see that it was
a family. "I stopped as [ was
instructed to, and then they
simply shot at the car," he
added. "There was no clear
checkpoint, just soldiers
standing in the street. I
stopped when I was asked
to, and then the shooting
started."

Israeli Military Says In-
cident Under Review

The Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) said soldiers
opened fire after they be-
lieved a vehicle was accel-
erating towards them, ac-
cording to a report by the
Guardian. According to the
military, troops "perceived
a vehicle accelerating to-
ward them", and one of the
soldiers "responded with
single shots toward the ve-
hicle". "As a result, three

Palestinians were injured
and evacuated for medical
treatment," the IDF said,
adding that "the incident is
under review" and express-
ing "deep sorrow for any
harm caused to uninvolved
individuals". An initial mili-
tary inquiry later found that
those injured were civilians
who were not involved in
any hostile activity.

Father Demands Ac-
countability

Abu Haikal said he ex-
pects a full investigation
and wants the soldier in-
volved to be held respon-
sible. "I demand and ex-

L3
pect, if there is any con-
science, any law, any mo-
rality, that the soldier who
fired the shots will be held
accountable for his actions.
This case must not be
closed without an investi-
gation and without ac-
countability. At the very
least, I do not intend to give
up." The shooting comes
months after another
deadly incident in the
northern Jordan Valley vil-
lage of Tamoun, where Is-
raeli troops opened fire on
avehicle in March, killing a
Palestinian couple and two
of their young children.

According to Israeli human
rights group B'Tselem, two
surviving children were re-
moved from the vehicle, and
one of them was interro-
gated at the scene. The
group also said ambulances
were initially prevented from
reaching the family. The
United Nations said last
month that more than 1,000
Palestinians have been
killed in the West Bank and
East Jerusalem since the
start of the Gaza war, includ-
ing at least 240 children. It
said 49 Palestinians have
been killed in the territory
so far this year.

"Mass Invasion Of Migrants': JD Vance
After Teen Stabbed By Indian In UK

US President JD Vance
on Friday blamed Britain's
handling of the murder of
a white student by a Sikh
man on what he called

civilizational decline
caused by an "invasion"
of migrants.

Vance's comments on
the case of 18-year-old
Henry Nowak sparked a
swift denunciation from
British Prime Minister Keir

Starmer's office, which re-
jected attempts to "inter-
fere in our democracy."
"Henry Nowak died the
same way a civilization
dies: abandoned, hand-
cuffed by authorities who
neither trusted nor cared
for him, and accused of
hate crimes he did not
commit," Vance said on X.
"His murder is as tragic as
it is enraging." Vance, a

longtime critic of Euro-
pean migration policies,
called for "righteous an-
ger" in response to the
case. The case of Nowak,
who was handcuffed by
police as he lay dying af-
ter being stabbed by
Vickrum Digwa in the
southern city of
Southampton in Decem-
ber, has become a lightning
rod for right-wing anger
around the world and
sparked riots in Britain.
Digwa, 23, lied and told po-
lice he was the victim and
that Nowak had racially in-
sulted him. US tech tycoon
Elon Musk, the billionaire
owner of X and a friend of
Vance's, has posted nu-
merous times on the plat-
form about the police re-
sponse to the stabbing.

The US State Department
then weighed in on Thurs-
day condemning what it
said was "ideological con-
ditioning and two-tiered
policing" that had led to
the case. Vance is now the
highest-ranking official in
US President Donald
Trump's to comment."He
should still be alive today,
and he would be if the last
few generations of Euro-
pean elites had stood their
ground against the poli-
tics of self-hatred and the
mass invasion of migrants,
many of whom despise the
West and the people who
love it," Vance added.
"Henry was far from the
first to so needlessly lose
his life, and I fear he won't
be the last." Vance is one
of the most vocal propo-

nents of the Trump
administration's pushing
of theories of Western
civilizational decline due
to mass migration. The
British government re-
jected the US intervention
in the case."We have seen
people trying to interfere
in our democracy and
seeking to stir up division
on our streets," a spokes-
person for British premier
Starmer said in a statement.
The spokesperson added
that the family of student
Henry Nowak had said
they did not want his kill-
ing "to be used to create
further division, hatred or
tension." Starmer himself
accused billionaire Musk
on Thursday of "trying to
whip up division" in Brit-
ain.

Sites As Tehran Launches
Drones Near Hormuz

The US military said it
shot down four Iranian
drones that were launched
toward the Strait of Hormuz
on Friday and then struck
some of the Islamic
Republic's coastal surveil-
lance radar sites in re-
sponse, raising the risk to a
shaky ceasefire as the
Trump administration
ramps up pressure on Iran.
"The attack drones posed
an immediate threat to re-
gional maritime traffic," US
Central Command said on
social media. The military is
enforcing a blockade on
Iranian ports in response to
Tehran's chokehold on the
crucial corridor for global oil
and natural gas shipments,
which has sent energy
prices spiking and posed
political problems for Presi-
dent Donald Trump's Re-
publican Party ahead of the
midterm congressional elec-
tions. US Central Command
said it hit the radar sites, in-
cluding an island in the
strait, "to defend against
further attacks." It was the
latest in back-and-forth at-
tacks that have strained the
tenuous ceasefire in the war
and efforts to reach a deal
to extend that truce. Earlier
this week, Iranian drones
heavily damaged a passen-
ger terminal at Kuwait's
main airport, killing one per-
son, wounding dozens and
briefly closing the airfield.
Despite the attacks raising
new concerns that the
ceasefire could collapse,
Trump told reporters Friday

that "the situation with Iran
seems to be going quite
well." "We're going to come
out of Iran very quickly and
it's going to be very strong
one way or the other,
whether it's a piece of pa-
per or the very tough way,"
Trump said at an event with
farmers in Wisconsin. "The
very tough way is maybe
the easier way, but we're
going to come out, and your
fertilizer prices are going to
go way down, just like they
were four months ago."
Trump increasingly appears
to be boxed in on a conflict
that has settled into a hold-
ing pattern. US and Iranian
negotiators reached a ten-
tative agreement a week
ago to extend the ceasefire
by 60 days and start a new
round of talks on Iran's
nuclear program. But
Trump has called for un-
specified changes and Ira-
nian officials have shown
no public signs of signing
off on the deal. Asked on
Friday why it was taking so
long, Trump told NBC's
"Meet the Press" it was be-
cause "it's a very hard thing
for them," citing their "great
independence" and the fact
that "they're strong, they're
proud." "There are things
they never thought they'd
be doing that they're going
to have to do. They've got
no choice, and it takes a little
while," he said in the inter-
view. Trump said the Irani-
ans still have 21% to 22%
of'their missiles. His admin-
istration also has touted the

REUTERS

latest ceasefire agreed to
this week by the Lebanese
government and Israel after
U.S.-brokered talks in
Washington. However, the
Iranian-backed Hezbollah
militant group has rejected
the agreement and new at-
tacks have put it at further
risk. The Israeli military on
Friday struck multiple parts
of southern Lebanon and
issued evacuation warnings
for nine villages, including
one that has sheltered thou-
sands of people displaced
by the fighting. The strikes
killed nine people in six lo-
cations in southern Leba-
non, the state news agency
reported. The Israeli mili-
tary said two soldiers were
wounded, one severely, in
an encounter Friday with
militants in southern Leba-
non. The fighting in Leba-
non, where Israeli forces
have seized large swaths of
the south, also threatens
efforts to end the Iran war
and reopen the Strait of
Hormuz because Iran has
demanded that any lasting
truce extend to Lebanon.
Besides the drone intercep-
tion in the Strait of Hormuz,
the US military said earlier
Friday that its forces
boarded a sanctioned oil
tanker linked to Iran in the
Indian Ocean as the United
States seeks to prevent Iran
from profiting off its oil and
other goods. The US also
targeted Iran's energy sec-
tor with new sanctions on a
group of people, firms and
tankers.

"If He Wants A Deal...":
Mojtaba Khamenei's Aide's
"Test Of Trust" For Trump

The negotiations be-
tween Iran and the United
States have reached a dead-
lock, with Tehran demand-
ing access to billions of
dollars in frozen assets be-
fore any breakthrough. In
an exclusive interview with
CNN in Tehran, Mohsen
Rezaei, military adviser to
Supreme Leader Mojtaba
Khamenei, said that "the
negotiations are at a dead-
lock" and that "the ball is in
Trump's court.”" “This is the
first time Iran has emerged
victorious in wars, while in
previous wars Iran has al-
ways been defeated,” he
added. At the centre of the
dispute is Iran's demand for
the release of $24 billion in
frozen funds. Rezaei said
Tehran wants $12 billion re-
leased after the initial agree-
ment is signed, followed by
another $12 billion at a later
stage. He described the de-

mand as a confidence-
building measure and said
Iran views the money as its
own funds rather than a
concession from the US. “If
he [Donald Trump] wants to
reach an agreement with
Iran, this $24 billion is a test
of trust that Iran wants to
have with Trump. This is a
test that America must pass,
and the path will be
opened,” he said. “This is
our own money, not
America's money.” The dis-
pute over frozen assets has
emerged as one of the big-
gest hurdles in efforts to
move negotiations forward.
Rezaei said releasing the
money would act as a “test
oftrust” and could open the
way for further engagement
between the two sides.
Rezaei also warned of con-
sequences if diplomatic ef-
forts fail and military con-
frontation resumes. He

REUTERS

added that Iran will “drag
the war” beyond the Per-
sian Gulfif the US resumes
the conflict. Rezaei added
the military operations will
potentially expand from
the Strait of Hormuz to the
Indian Ocean, the Bab al-
Mandab Strait, the Red
Sea and the Mediterra-
nean Sea. “We will give
another dimension to the
war by attacking these
other American bases that
we have been attacking so
far,” he was quoted as
saying. His remarks come
amid continued uncer-
tainty over the Middle
East crisis, with both sides
facing pressure over secu-
rity concerns and sanc-
tions. During the interview,
Rezaei dismissed the pos-
sibility of a direct meeting
between Trump and Iran's
supreme leader under the
current circumstances.
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Bank FD rates June 2026: SBI, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
PNB compared whlch bank offers the highest returns?

Bank FD Rates June 2026:

Looking for higher returns
on your savings? Some
banks are currently offering
up to 8.10 per cent interest
on fixed deposits (FDs),
making it important to com-
pare rates before locking in
your money. While State
Bank of India (SBI), HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank and
Punjab National Bank
(PNB) remain among the
most popular choices for FD
investors, several private
and small finance banks are
offering significantly higher
returns on select tenures.
With the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) keeping the
repo rate unchanged at 5.25
per cent, depositors are
closely tracking where they
can secure the best returns.
Here's a comparison of the
latest FD interest rates of-
fered by public sector
banks, private banks, for-
eign banks and small fi-

nance banks in June 2026.
SBI, PNB, Punjab &
Sind Bank, Union Bank FD
rates: Which PSU bank of-
fers the highest returns?
Among public sector
banks, Punjab & Sind Bank
offers the highest FD inter-
estrate at 6.75 per centon a
666-day tenure. Bank of In-
dia follows with a maximum
rate of 6.70 per cent on a
three-year deposit. Union
Bank of India, Bank of
Maharashtra and Central
Bank of India offer up to 6.65
per cent on select tenures.
Canara Bank, Indian Bank,
Indian Overseas Bank and
Punjab National Bank pro-
vide a maximum interest rate
0f 6.60 per cent. Meanwhile,
State Bank of India (SBI)
offers up to 6.45 per cent on
its 444-day Amrit Vrishti
deposit scheme. Bank of
Baroda also offers a maxi-
mum FD rate of 6.45 per
cent on a 444-day tenure.

HDFC Bank, ICICI
Bank, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Axis Bank FD rates:
Which private bank offers
the highest returns?

Among private sector
lenders, DCB Bank offers
the highest FD interest rate
of 7.50 per cent on deposits
with tenures ranging from
24 months to less than 25
months. CSB Bank offers
up to 7.35 per cent on an
18-month tenure. SBM
Bank India provides up to
7.30 per cent, while
Bandhan Bank, IDFC FIRST
Bank, Jammu & Kashmir
Bank and Tamilnad Mercan-
tile Bank offer up to 7.25 per
cent on select tenures. RBL
Bank provides a maximum
FD rate of 7.20 per cent.
IndusInd Bank offers a
maximum interest rate of
7.00 per cent on deposits
with tenures between two
and three years. Kotak
Mabhindra Bank and Federal
Bank offer up to 6.80 per
cent, while HDFC Bank and
ICICI Bank provide a maxi-
mum FD rate of 6.50 per
cent. Axis Bank offers up to
6.45 per cent on select ten-
ures.

Deutsche Bank, HSBC
Bank, Standard Chartered
Bank FD rates: Which for-
eign bank offers the high-
est returns?

Among foreign banks

operating in India,
Deutsche Bank offers the
highest FD interest rate of
7.00 per cent on deposits
with tenures of more than
one year and up to two
years. Standard Chartered
Bank offers up to 6.60 per
cent on deposits with ten-
ures ranging from one year
to 376 days. HSBC Bank
provides a maximum FD in-
terest rate of 5.50 per cent
on select tenures.

Ujjivan, Suryoday,
Utkarsh, Equitas FD rates:
Which small finance bank
offers the highest returns?

Small finance banks con-
tinue to offer the highest FD
returns in June 2026.
Suryoday Small Finance
Bank and Utkarsh Small Fi-
nance Bank currently pro-
vide the highest interest
rate of 8.10 per cent on se-
lect tenures. Shivalik Small
Finance Bank offers up to
7.80 per cent, while Jana
Small Finance Bank pro-
vides 7.77 per cent. ESAF
Small Finance Bank and
Slice Small Finance Bank
offer up to 7.75 per cent.
Ujjivan Small Finance Bank
offers a maximum FD rate of
7.45 per cent, followed by
Equitas Small Finance Bank
at 7.40 per cent. AU Small
Finance Bank offers up to
7.25 per cent on select de-
posit tenures.

FSSAI directs food businesses to stop using
newspapers for packaglng and servmg food

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) has directed
food business operators to
stop using newspapers for
packaging, wrapping or
serving food items, citing
potential health risks to
consumers. The advisory
comes after a recent inci-
dent in Mumbai, where a
popular vada pav vendor
was found using newspa-
pers to pack and serve food.
Following the incident,
FSSAT's Western Region
and the Brihanmumbai Mu-
nicipal Corporation (BMC)
carried out a joint action
against the vendor. Accord-
ing to FSSAI, newspaper
printing inks contain harm-
ful chemicals, colours, pig-
ments and binders, includ-
ing lead and other heavy
metals, which can leach into
food. Long-term exposure
to such contaminants may
lead to serious health is-
sues. The food regulator
also pointed out that news-
papers are often exposed to
unhygienic conditions dur-
ing printing, transportation
and handling. As a result,
they can carry pathogens
that may contaminate food
and cause foodborne ill-
nesses.

What do FSSAI regula-
tions say?

FSSAT said the Food
Safety and Standards (Pack-
aging) Regulations, 2018,
strictly prohibit the use of
newspapers and similar ma-
terials for storing, wrapping
or serving food. The au-
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thority has previously is-
sued advisories on the mat-
ter and has reiterated the
directions in the interest of
consumer safety. The ban
applies to all food business
operators, including street
food vendors, restaurants,
caterers, cloud kitchens,
quick service restaurants
(QSRs), food vending es-
tablishments, petty retail-
ers, hawkers and mobile
food vendors. Food busi-
nesses have been directed
not to use newspapers for
any food-related purpose,
including wrapping food
items, covering ingredients,
serving food or absorbing
excess oil from cooked prod-
ucts.

FSSAI urges use of food-
grade packaging

FSSAI has advised food
businesses to adopt only
approved food-grade pack-
aging materials for the sale
and distribution of food
products. The regulator
said the move is aimed at

ensuring food safety and
protecting consumer health.
The authority added that it
is working closely with
state food safety depart-
ments to monitor compli-
ance with the Food Safety
and Standards Act, 2006,
and related regulations.
FSSALI is also promoting
the adoption of safe and
sustainable packaging so-
lutions across the food and
beverage sector as part of
the government's broader
efforts to strengthen food
safety standards and con-
sumer awareness. Consum-
ers have also been urged to
remain vigilant and avoid
purchasing food that is
wrapped or served in news-
papers.

FAQs:

What is FSSAI?

The Food Safety and
Standards Authority of In-
dia (FSSAI) is the country's
food regulator. It is respon-
sible for setting food safety
standards and ensuring
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that food sold in India is

safe for consumption.

Why has FSSAI banned
the use of newspapers for
food packaging?

FSSAI says newspaper
printing inks contain chemi-
cals and heavy metals that
can contaminate food.
Newspapers may also carry
dirt and pathogens due to
unhygienic handling and
storage.

Can food be wrapped or
served in newspapers in
India?

No. The Food Safety and
Standards (Packaging)
Regulations, 2018 prohibit
the use of newspapers and
similar materials for storing,
wrapping or serving food.

Which businesses must
follow the directive?

The rule applies to street
food vendors, restaurants,
cloud kitchens, caterers,
quick service restaurants
(QSRs), hawkers, mobile
food vendors and other
food business operators.

Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly Elections: India calls polls
illegal, demands Pakistan vacate occupted territories

Gilgit-Baltistan Assembly
Elections: Pakistan has de-
cided to hold Gilgit-
Baltistan Assembly elec-
tions on June 7, 2026. Ex-
pressing strong protest, In-
dia has reiterated that the
region is an integral part of
India and is under illegal
occupation of Pakistan. In
a statement issued on June
5, the Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said it had
conveyed a strong protest
to Pakistan over its plans to
conduct the so-called "Gen-
eral Elections" in Gilgit-
Baltistan. "The Government
of India lodged a strong pro-
test with Pakistan regarding
the latter’s plans to h old

“General Elections” to the
so-called “Gilgit-Baltistan
Assembly”, in the Indian
territories illegally and forc-
ibly occupied by Pakistan,
scheduled for 7 June 2026,"
said the statement. The
MEA reiterated India's
longstanding position that
the entire Union Territories
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, including Gilgit-
Baltistan, are integral and
inalienable parts of India. It
emphasised that Jammu and
Kashmir's accession to In-
dia in 1947 was complete,
legal and irrevocable.India
also stated that Pakistan's
efforts to hold elections in
the region cannot conceal

what it described as seri-

ous issues, including hu-
man rights violations, po-
litical repression, economic
exploitation and denial of
freedoms in territories un-
der Pakistan's control. Re-
jecting any attempt to alter
the status of the region,

India said such actions do
not change its position on
the matter. The govern-
ment further maintained
that Pakistan continues to
occupy Indian territories
illegally and called upon
Islamabad to vacate those
areas. "
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Suzuki e-ACCESS: Tested for durahility,
safety and everyday reliahility

As India's electric two-
wheeler market continues to
grow, buyers are becoming
more practical about what
they expect from an EV
scooter. Range and features
still matter, but long-term
ownership depends on
something equally impor-
tant: how well the scooter
and its battery perform day
after day in real-world con-
ditions. The Suzuki e-AC-
CESS, Suzuki Motorcycle
India’s first electric scooter,
has been developed with a
strong focus on durability,
safety and reliability. Rather
than concentrating only on
specifications and claimed
numbers, Suzuki has placed
significant emphasis on
testing the scooter and its
components in conditions
that closely resemble every-
day riding on Indian roads.

Engineered for Durabil-
ity

Durability sits at the heart
of'the e-ACCESS develop-
ment programme. Suzuki
has engineered the scooter
as a complete package, with
every major component de-
signed to work together re-
liably over the long term.
The e-ACCESS has under-
gone extensive testing, in-
cluding submersion tests,
extreme temperature evalu-
ations, drop tests, vibration
tests, motor bench testing,
puncture tests and crush
tests. These tests assess
how the scooter and its bat-
tery respond to water expo-
sure, heat, road shocks,
physical impacts and pro-
longed usage. The goal is
simple: to ensure the
scooter remains depend-
able even when conditions
are far from ideal. This ap-
proach is especially rel-

evant in India, where riders
regularly deal with pot-
holes, uneven roads, heavy
traffic, harsh weather and
constant stop-and-go con-
ditions. By recreating such
scenarios during develop-
ment, Suzuki aims to ensure
that the e-ACCESS delivers
consistent performance be-
yond controlled test envi-
ronments.
Battery Safety by Design
Safety is another major
focus area, particularly
when it comes to the bat-
tery system. The e-ACCESS
uses a fixed 3.01kWh
Lithium Iron Phosphate
(LFP) battery, a chemistry
known for its thermal sta-
bility and long cycle life.
Beyond the battery chem-
istry itself, Suzuki has rein-
forced the system through
secure integration within
the scooter's structure and
by housing it in a durable
aluminium casing. This
helps reduce exposure to
external impacts, vibrations
and environmental factors
that riders may encounter
during everyday use. To
validate its safety, the bat-
tery is subjected to a series
of tests that include sub-
mersion, temperature expo-
sure, vibration, crush and
puncture evaluations.
These tests are designed to
simulate demanding real-
world situations and verify
that the battery continues
to operate safely and main-
tain its structural integrity.
Built for Reliability
Reliability is the third pil-
lar of the e-ACCESS. It is
the result of combining du-
rable engineering with a
safety-focused design ap-
proach. The e-ACCESS is
engineered to provide

(RA-ACCESS

smooth and predictable per-
formance across different
riding conditions, helping
build rider confidence over
time. Even when battery
levels drop, the scooter is
designed to deliver a con-
trolled and consistent
riding experience. This
helps make daily commutes
feel more reassuring and
less stressful. Practical fea-
tures also contribute to the
overall ownership experi-
ence. Regenerative braking,
a maintenance-free belt
drive system and the Suzuki
Drive Mode Selector-e with
Eco, Ride A, Ride B and
Reverse modes help im-
prove energy efficiency,
simplify riding and make
urban commuting more
convenient. Together, these
elements - durability
through rigorous testing,
safety through robust bat-

tery design and validation,
and reliability through con-
sistent performance - shape
the overall character of the
Suzuki e-ACCESS. The fo-
cus is not simply on deliv-
ering a good experience on
day one. It is about ensur-
ing that the experience re-
mains consistent over the
years of regular use.

The Bigger Picture

In a fast-changing EV
market, the Suzuki e-AC-
CESS has been developed
with real-world usage at its
core. For buyers looking
beyond headline figures
and feature lists, the
scooter's emphasis on
long-term durability, safety
and reliability could prove
to be one of its biggest
strengths. It presents itself
as a practical and depend-
able option for everyday
mobility.

HSBC Mutual Fund launches RedHex Hybrid Long-Short
Fund under SIF route; NFO closes June 16

HSBC Mutual Fund has
launched the RedHex Hy-
brid Long-Short Fund, a
Specialised Investment
Fund (SIF) strategy de-
signed for investors seek-
ing regular returns and capi-
tal appreciation. The strat-
egy combines investments
across asset classes, in-
cluding fixed income, equity
arbitrage, Infrastructure In-
vestment Trusts (InvITs)
and Real Estate Investment
Trusts (REITSs), to pursue
risk-adjusted returns across
market cycles. The New
Fund Offer (NFO) is open
for subscription and will
close on June 16. Accord-
ing to the fund house, the
RedHex Hybrid Long-Short
Fund is built for investors
seeking a blend of stability
and alpha potential.

What is the RedHex Hy-
brid Long-Short Fund?

The strategy uses a 50:50
allocation across debt,
REITs and InvITs, and eq-
uity arbitrage. HSBC Mu-
tual Fund said the fund tar-
gets steady, accrual-led re-
turns with relatively low
volatility, aiming to deliver
a smoother experience
across market conditions.
The fund has been de-
signed to remain relevant
across market cycles
through a combination of

Mutual Funds

credit exposure, liquidity
management and active risk
controls. According to the
fund house, the strategy
seeks to generate healthy
absolute income while lim-
iting downside risk. HSBC
Mutual Fund said the ap-
proach is backed by an ex-
perienced team with capa-
bilities across credit, deriva-
tives and special situations.

What did HSBC Mutual
Fund say?

"Investors today are
more aware and require
unique solutions that are
professionally managed
and built to navigate com-
plex market conditions.
RedHex Hybrid Long-Short
Fund is designed as a prac-
tical middle ground - offer-

ing the clarity investors ex-
pect from mutual funds,
with added flexibility of a
product which is designed
to be less volatile while giv-
ing superior, tax-efficient
risk-adjusted returns," said
Kailash Kulkarni, CEO,
HSBC Mutual Fund.

Who will manage the
fund?

The fund's performance
will be benchmarked against
the NIFTY 50 Hybrid Com-
posite Debt 50:50 Index. The
fund will be managed by
Shriram Ramanathan for the
debt portion, InvITs and
REITs, Venugopal Manghat
for equities, Praveen
Ayathan for arbitrage, and
Mayank Chaturvedi for for-
eign securities.

What are the investment
details?

According to HSBC Mu-
tual Fund, the strategy
aims to offer tax and risk-
return efficiency compared
with traditional fixed-in-
come options by combin-
ing diversified return driv-
ers, disciplined risk man-
agement and a long-term
outcomes focus. The
RedHex Hybrid Long-Short
Fund offers an intermedi-
ate investment that com-
bines the regulatory trans-
parency of mutual funds
with portfolio flexibility.
The product is suited to
'mid-ticket' investors, with
a minimum application of
Rs 10 lakh and in multiples
of Re 1 thereafter.

Z.ee Short Film Contest finale celebrates
emerging filmmakers from across India

Z, a content and technol-
ogy company, concluded
the inaugural nationwide
edition of the Zee Short Film
Contest with a grand finale
held at the Grand Hyatt in
Mumbai. The event brought
together filmmakers, cre-
ators, industry profession-
als and storytelling enthu-
siasts to recognise emerg-
ing talent in short filmmak-
ing. Dr. Subhash Chandra,

Founder and Chairman
Emeritus of Zee Entertain-
ment Enterprises Ltd., at-
tended the event and ad-
dressed aspiring filmmakers.
During the programme, Zee
CEO Punit Goenka reflected
on the company's 33-year
storytelling journey and
welcomed the finalists as the
next generation of creators.
The contest featured a jury
comprising filmmakers

Anurag Kashyap for Hindi,
Ravi Jadhav for Marathi,
Srijit Mukherjee for Bengali,
P. Samuthirakani for Tamil,
Hemanth Rao for Kannada
and Lijo Jose Pellissery for
Malayalam. The jury an-
nounced winners across
eight language categorie
s.Awards were presented
for Best Short Film and Run-
ner-Up Short Film in each
language category. Special

awards were also given in
categories such as Best Ac-
tor, Best Writer, Best Cinema-
tographer, Best Editor, Best
Composer, Best Comedian
and Special Jury Awards.
The event also included a
jury roundtable moderated
by Rajeev Masand, where
filmmakers  discussed
storytelling, regional cin-
ema, technology and the fu-
ture of filmmaking
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