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Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
Says Israel Carried Out "Historic
Strikes' To Thwart Nuclear Threat

Israel PM Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said Israel

Israel : ing a Galilee invasion and

mass rocket fire. He warned

carried out “historic strikes”
overnight to prevent a po-
tential Iranian nuclear

threat. He reiterated Iran will
not be allowed nuclear
weapons and claimed
Israel’s capabilities have
strengthened. He alleged
Iran and Hezbollah planned
coordinated attacks, includ-

of strong response if Iran
strikes again. Israeli Prim
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said on June 8
(IST) that Israel conducted
what he described as “his-
toric strikes” overnight
aimed at preventing a po-
tential nuclear attack
against Israel.

Reiterating his long-
standing position,
Netanyahu declared that
Iran would not be allowed
to obtain nuclear weapons,
framing the military action
as part of Israel’s broader
security doctrine. He also
claimed that Iran had been
weakened and that Israel’s
operational capabilities had
strengthened significantly.

He further alleged that
Iran and the Lebanese
armed group Hezbollah had
coordinated hostile plans
against Israel, including an
attempted large-scale incur-
sion into northern Israel
and a missile offensive in-
volving tens of thousands
of rockets. According to
Netanyahu, Hezbollah had
planned to “invade the Gali-
lee” using thousands of
fighters while simulta-
neously launching extensive
rocket attacks targeting Is-
raeli cities. He said Israel was
continuing operations to
dismantle militant infrastruc-
ture along its security zones.
“Our campaign against them
is not yet over,” Netanyahu

stated, adding that Israel
would persist in its efforts
to counter perceived threats

from both Iran and
Hezbollah.
Netanyahu further

warned that if [ran resumes
attacks, Israel would re-
spond “forcefully,” assert-
ing Israel’s right to self-de-
fence. He also said that Is-
rael would continue work-
ing to restore security in
northern Israel. Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu's message
comes after Israel said on
Monday it carried out
strikes on a petrochemical
plant in southwest Iran
along with other military tar-
gets, following US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s ad-
vice to Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu to avoid
further escalation. The
strikes hit the Mahshahr
petrochemical complex,
marking the first attack on
an Iranian energy facility
since the April 8 ceasefire. A
provincial official told Iran’s
semi-official Fars news
agency that parts of the
plant sustained damage.

Kaja Kallas Emphasises National Control Over Defence,
Warns Against Parallel EU Army Structures

Europe: European Commission Vice-President Kaja Kallas
has reiterated that defence remains primarily a national re-
sponsibility, while urging greater coordination among EU
member states to strengthen Europe’s overall security role
within NATO. Speaking on Europe’s evolving defence pos-
ture, Kallas stressed that while individual member states
maintain sovereignty over their armed forces, stronger co-
operation between them is essential. She noted that a more
coordinated approach would also reinforce the European
pillar within NATO. “Defence is a national competence,
and we are trying to push member states to work more
jointly together, because if the member states are strong,
the European pillar in NATO is strong,” she said. Kallas
also pushed back against proposals for an additional or
centralized European army, arguing that such a move could
create operational and structural confusion. She pointed
out that EU member states already maintain their own na-
tional armies, many of which are simultaneously part of
NATO. “If you allocate this army to NATO, then you can't
use it elsewhere. You can't also create another army, a par-
allel one,” she explained, warning that duplicating military

structures could reduce flexibility and efficiency.
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Trump's $100,000 H-1B Visa Fee Law
Struck Ilown lmlge Savs It's "Unlawful”

Washington: US
President Donald
Trump's move to impose
an $100,000 fee on new
H-1B visas for highly
skilled foreign workers
was struck down by a
federal court today. US
District Judge Leo
Sorokin in Boston said
the fee was an unlawful
tax that the Congress
had never authorised,
reported news agency
Reuters.

The ruling came on a
lawsuit filed by 20
Democratic state
attorneys general
challenging the fee
Trump announced in
September.

The H-1B programme
offers 65,000 visas
annually, with another
20,000 visas for workers
with advanced degrees,
approved for three to six
years. Employers
seeking a visa fora
foreign worker used to
pay a fee of around
$2,000 to $5,000.

The increase in fees
has discouraged H-1B
visa requests, court
filings by the administra-
tion indicated. As of
February 15, US
Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services had
received just 85 pay-
ments of the increased
fee of $100,000, the
administration said in
March. Last month, data
released by the US

H1B Visa Application

PIRSONAL INFORMATION

[Er

POITIONAL Dt Ot 1100y

Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services
(USCIS) showed that
properly submitted H-1B
registrations fell by 38.5
per cent compared to
last year, from 343,981
in fiscal year 2026 to
211,600 for fiscal year
2027. The administration
had argued that the fee
constituted a monetary
penalty the US Presi-
dent had lawful authority
to impose under federal
immigration law to
restrict the entry of
foreign nationals. The
proclamation to impose
the higher visa fee noted
that the H-1B program
"has been deliberately
exploited to replace,
rather than supplement,
American workers with
lower-paid, lower-skilled
labor," which has
subsequently "under-
mined both our eco-
nomic and national

security". "Some
employers, using
practices now widely
adopted by entire
sectors, have abused
the H-1B statute and its
regulations to artificially
suppress wages,
resulting in a disadvan-
tageous labor market for
American citizens, while
at the same time
making it more difficult
to attract and retain the
highest skilled subset of
temporary workers, with
the largest impact seen
in critical science,
technology, engineering,
and math (STEM)
fields," itadded. The
visa fee hike and
changes in immigration
rules imposed by the
Donald Trump adminis-
tration had raised
concern in India, as it
impacted a large
number of Indians. In
May, foreign minister S

Jaishankar had flagged
the matter to US
Secretary of State
Marco Rubio.

Rubio had acknowl-
edged that there could
be "some bumps" and
"friction points" in the
period of transition as
the US was trying to
improve the immigra-
tion system. But
ultimately an "efficient"
framework will be
helpful to every stake-
holder, he had said.

Underscoring that
the system is not
targeted at India,
Rubio had said the
US has been facing a
"migration crisis".

"This is not because
of India, but broadly, we
have had over 20 million
people illegally enter the
United States over the
last few years, and we
have had to address that
challenge," he had said.
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Dubai Road Accident: Several Indian
Workers Killed After Minibus Gollides
With Truck On Emirates Road

d““ )

Dubai: Several Indian
workers were killed when a
minibus collided with a
truck that had stopped in
the middle of a road in
Dubai, the authorities said.
"Deeply saddened by the
tragic road accident in
Dubai that claimed the lives
of several Indian workers,"
the Indian Consulate in
Dubai said in a post on X.

The mission said that it is
working closely with local
authorities to provide all
possible assistance and
support. Brigadier Juma Sa-
lem bin Suwaidan, Director
of the General Department
of Traffic at Dubai Police,
said that preliminary inves-
tigations showed the truck
had stopped suddenly in
the middle of the Emirates
Road due to a technical
fault. "The bus driver, who
allegedly failed to pay at-
tention and keep a safe dis-
tance, then rammed into the
truck from behind," he said

in a statement. "The acci-
dent resulted in seven fa-
talities and nine injuries, in-
cluding five serious and
four moderate injuries. All
injured were transported to
the hospital for treatment,”
he added. The officials from
the Indian mission visited
the hospital and met the in-

jured Indians. "Our heartfelt
condolences and prayers
are with the grieving fami-
lies during this difficult
time," the mission said.
Brigadier Juma Salem said
that experts from the Traf-
fic Accident Investigation
Section were dispatched to
the scene to inspect and

gather precise evidence to
determine the exact causes
of'the crash. “Traffic patrols
regulated traffic flow, se-
cured the site, and facili-
tated the access of rescue
vehicles. Work teams also
removed the damaged truck
and bus to restore normal
traffic flow,” he said.

"Unlawful': US Court Blocks President
Donald Trump's $100,000 H-1B Visa Fee Plan

A US federal court has
blocked the Trump
administration’s plan to
impose a $100,000 fee on
new H-1B visa applica-
tions, ruling it unlawful
and beyond executive au-
thority. Judge Leo Sorokin
said the fee required con-
gressional approval. The
policy, meant to discour-
age foreign hiring, was
challenged by 20 state at-
torneys general and brings
relief for Indian profession-
als.

A US federal court has
blocked President Donald
Trump’s controversial plan
to impose a $100,000 fee on
new H-1B visa applications,
marking a significant win
for businesses, universi-
ties, and skilled foreign pro-
fessionals, particularly In-
dian workers who form the
largest group of H-1B hold-
ers. US District Judge Leo
Sorokin ruled that the ad-
ministration exceeded its
authority, stating that such
a steep fee could not be in-
troduced without congres-
sional approval. The court

declared the measure un-
lawful and ordered it to be
struck down.The fee, an-
nounced in September as
part of a broader immigra-
tion crackdown, was in-
tended to discourage com-
panies from hiring foreign
workers and push employ-
ers toward recruiting Ameri-
can talent instead. The
policy had sparked wide-
spread concern among in-
dustries that depend
heavily on global skilled la-
bor. The legal challenge was

led by a coalition of 20
Democratic state attorneys
general, who argued that
the president lacked the
power to unilaterally im-
pose such a financial bur-
den on visa applicants and
employers. The court
agreed with this position,
siding with the states and
invalidating the rule. Before
the proposed change, employ-
ers typically paid between
$2,000 and $5,000 in H-1B-re-
lated processing fees, making
the proposed hike a dramatic

=

escalation. The Trump admin-
istration defended the move
as part of efforts to address
alleged misuse of the visa sys-
tem. Several Republican lead-
ers, including Vice President
JD Vance, have also claimed
there is widespread fraud and
abuse in the program. The rul-
ing represents one of the
most notable legal setbacks
for the proposed immigration
policy, reinforcing limits on
executive authority in re-
shaping visa fee structures
without legislative backing.

11 Killed In PoK Kashmir As Police Clash
With Outiawed Group Ahead Of Protest

PoK Kashmir : At least
11 people were killed and
dozens injured after violent
clashes erupted between
police and supporters of an
outlawed group in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir on Sun-
day, officials confirmed. The
violence broke out a day
before a major rally planned
by the Joint Awami Action

Committee (JAAC), which
was recently designated a
proscribed organisation
under anti-terror laws. The
group has long demanded
greater political rights for
residents of the region.
Tensions escalated follow-
ing a Supreme Court ruling
that upheld 12 legislative
seats reserved for Kashmiri

refugees living in Pakistan,
directly contradicting the
JAAC's core demand for
their abolition. Among the
dead were four police offic-
ers and a bystander, killed
when armed activists
opened fire on security
forces in Rawalakot. Six pro-
testers also died in retalia-
tory action by law enforce-

ment. Over 70 others were
wounded, and 30 people
were arrested. Authorities
accused protesters of dam-
aging public and private
property and surrounding a
military hospital, disrupting
medical services. JAAC lead-
ers, however, alleged a state-
sponsored massacre, a
charge officials firmly denied.
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Income Tax Department Sets FY26 Scrutiny Rules,
Large Additions And Tax Evasion Cases To Be Examined

INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT SETS

Mumbai: The Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) has issued fresh
guidelines for compulsory
scrutiny of income tax re-
turns filed during FY26. The
new framework focuses on
high-risk taxpayers while
reducing scrutiny for rou-
tine compliance issues. Ac-
cording to the guidelines,
notices for detailed scrutiny
under Section 143(2) of the
Income Tax Act, 1961 can be
issued up to June 30 for eli-
gible returns filed during the
assessment year.

Exemption Claims Un-
der Scanner

One of the major focus
areas is trusts, institutions,
NGOs and research
organisations claiming tax
exemptions despite losing
their registrations or ap-
provals. The scrutiny will
cover cases where approv-
als under provisions such
as Sections 12A, 12AB, 35
and 10(23C) were denied,
cancelled or withdrawn by
March 31, 2025, but the tax-
payer still claimed exemp-
tion benefits in the return.
However, taxpayers whose
registrations were restored
through appellate proceed-
ings will not be covered

under this category.

Large Additions And
Tax Evasion Cases Tar-
geted

The CBDT has also in-
cluded cases involving
large additions made in ear-
lier assessments on recur-
ring legal or factual issues.
Returns may be selected for
scrutiny where additions
exceed Rs 50 lakh in metro
cities including Mumbai,
Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai,

Hyderabad, Kolkata, Pune
and Ahmedabad. In other
locations, the threshold has
been fixed at Rs 20 lakh.
Cases supported by veri-
fied information indicating
possible tax evasion re-
ceived from law-enforce-
ment agencies, intelligence
units or regulators will also
face compulsory scrutiny.

Relief For Routine Com-
pliance Cases

The tax department clari-
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fied that routine mis-
matches identified
through AIS, SFT, NMS,
CPC-TDS or automated
analytics will not auto-
matically trigger compul-
sory scrutiny unless sup-
ported by credible evi-
dence of tax evasion. Tax
experts said the move re-
flects a continued shift
towards risk-based as-
sessments and may reduce
unnecessary disputes for

compliant taxpayers.

Revenue Collection Fo-
cus

For FY27, the CBDT has
been assigned a direct tax
collection target of Rs 26.97
lakh crore. The department
has also identified recov-
ery opportunities worth Rs
2.57 lakh crore from tax de-
mands that have already
been confirmed by Commis-
sioner of Income Tax (Ap-
peals) authorities.

Carlsberg India Prepares IPO

Mumbai: Carlsberg A/S is
reportedly preparing to file
draft papers for an initial pub-
lic offering (IPO) of its India
unitas early as this month. The
potential listing could raise up
to $700 million. Carlsberg is
working with Kotak Mahindra
Capital, and the local units of
JPMorgan Chase and
Citigroup on the proposed
share sale, according to a re-
portby Bloomberg. The [POis
expected to comprise a sec-
ondary share sale by the Dan-
ish brewer and may take place
later this year. Deliberations are
ongoing, and details including

Filing, Could Raise $70‘illion

ks
pgess

the size, structure, and timing
of the transaction could
change. Carlsberg representa-
tives declined to comment be-

yond stating that the company
is exploring options to increase
shareholder value, including
an [PO, with no final decision
made. The banks did not re-
spond to requests for com-
ment. Global alcohol compa-
nies are increasingly looking
to unlock value from their In-
dian operations, betting on ris-
ing consumption in one of the
world’s fastest-growing major
economies. Pernod Ricard,
maker of Absolut vodka and
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Chivas Regal, has also ex-
plored a potential listing of its
India business and hired ad-
visers. Carlsberg India is the
country’s second-largest
brewer, with a market share of
about22%. Established in 2007,
itoperates 14 breweries across
India, including eight com-
pany-owned and six contract
manufacturing units. The
company’s closest listed peer,
United Breweries Ltd., has a
market value of roughly $3.6
billion. Its shares have fallen
about 36% over the past year,
compared with an 8% drop in
India’s Nifty 50 Index.

IMF’s Georgieva Warns World Must
Brace For Frequent Economic Shocks

{

Mumbai: International
Monetary Fund Managing
Director Kristalina
Georgieva said the world
must build stronger founda-
tions to withstand increas-
ingly frequent shocks. “I am
worried that we are not
completely internalising yet
that this is how the world is
going to be,” Georgieva
told Bloomberg’s podcast
Leaders with Francine
Lacqua. “We are not going
to get to a place where
shocks are  gone.”
Georgieva, leading the
Washington-based lender
since 2019, has navigated
crises including the Covid
pandemic, the war in
Ukraine, trade tensions, and
the West Asia conflict. The
IMF has a lending capacity

of justunder $1 trillion, and
her role is to keep the fund’s
191 members focused on
supporting the global
economy. “The best ammu-
nition we have is objective
analysis,” she said. A major
transformation underway is
the spread of artificial intel-
ligence and its implications
for labour markets and lo-
cal economies. Georgieva
said the fund and other
organisations previously
failed to address inequali-
ties arising from globaliza-
tion and aim to avoid repeat-
ing similar oversights with
AL

“We collectively, includ-
ing the fund, did not appre-
ciate the backlash against
globalisation that came
from the fact that, yes, the

world economy is doing
better as a whole, but many
communities were hollowed
out because their jobs dis-
appeared and there was not
enough attention to them,”
she said. “T’1l tell you what
I’m very keen not to see re-
peated is the same with ar-
tificial intelligence.” The
IMF will update its global
economic outlook in July,
after lowering growth pro-
jections in April due to the
war in West Asia. It also
conducts annual economic
reviews of member coun-
tries and other reports un-
der its surveillance man-
date. In 2024, two years af-
ter Russia invaded Ukraine,
the IMF plans to restart its
annual review of Russia’s
economy — the Article IV
consultation — for the first
time since the war began.
Several European Union
countries criticised the de-
cision, arguing it could
legitimise Kremlin efforts to
evade sanctions. “It was a
very tricky moment because
bombing was going in both
directions. We decided to
delay,” Georgieva said. “We
need to collect data on
trade, import, export. Rus-
sia was very reluctant to
provide this data.”

Rajesh Exports Under SEBI Scanner, Rs.15.10 Lakh Crore Revenue
Records Quest

Mumbai: Few companies
in India embody a contra-
diction as striking as Rajesh
Exports. The Bengaluru-
headquartered gold refiner
has built a business of ex-
traordinary scale, reporting
revenue of Rs 7.79 lakh
crore in FY26 — enough to
rank it as India's fourth-larg-
est company by sales, be-
hind only Reliance Indus-
tries, LIC and Indian Oil. Yet,
despite this staggering
turnover, the company gen-
erated a profit of just Rs 113
crore, earning less than one
paisa for every Rs 100 of
revenue. That extraordinary
mismatch between size and
profitability has now placed
Rajesh Exports at the cen-
tre of one of the market's
most closely watched regu-
latory investigations.
SEBI's interim order has cast
a spotlight on the
company's overseas opera-
tions, particularly Swiss
precious metals refinery
Valcambi SA. According to
the regulator, Rajesh Ex-
ports reported consolidated
revenue of Rs 15.44 lakh
crore between FY21 and
FY25, with Rs 15.18 lakh
crore originating from sub-
sidiaries and step-down
subsidiaries. However,
SEBI has raised questions

9,
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over records supporting
approximately Rs 15.15 lakh
crore of those revenues,
representing nearly 99.8
percent of subsidiary-linked
sales during the period. At
the heart of the dispute lies
Valcambi SA, acquired by
Rajesh Exports in 2015 and
widely portrayed as the
group's key operating as-
set. SEBI noted that while
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Valcambi has been pre-
sented as the primary driver
of the group's business, its
audited standalone revenue
over five years stood at
only about Rs 3,027 crore.
This stands in sharp con-
trast to the subsidiary-
linked revenues exceeding
Rs 15 lakh crore reported
at the consolidated level, a
gap the regulator has de-

scribed as difficult to rec-
oncile and independently
verify. The regulator has
also pointed out that be-
tween 97 percent and 99
percent of Rajesh Exports'
consolidated revenue
originated from overseas
subsidiaries. Several sub-
sidiary financial statements
and transaction-level
records were allegedly not

Sensex Crashes 719 Points, Last 30 Minutes
Trigger Sharp Sell-0ff Across Market

Mumbai: For most of
Monday’s trading session,
the Indian stock market ap-
peared relatively stable de-
spite mild weakness. How-
ever, the final 30 minutes
completely changed the
mood on Dalal Street. Sell-
ing pressure intensified
sharply after 3:00 PM,
catching many investors by
surprise. What looked like
a manageable decline
quickly turned into a broad
market sell-off. By the clos-
ing bell, the Sensex had
plunged 719 points, or 0.97
percent, to settle at
73,524.26. The Nifty 50
dropped 243.70 points, or
1.04 percent, to close at

23,123. Both benchmark in-
dices ended near their low-
est levels in almost two
months.

Heavyweights Triggered
The Fall

The sharp decline began
with aggressive selling in
some of the market’s big-
gest stocks. Reliance Indus-
tries, ICICI Bank, Larsen &
Toubro (L&T), and
Mahindra & Mahindra wit-
nessed strong selling pres-
sure during the final phase
of trading. Since these
stocks carry significant
weight in the benchmark
indices, their decline
dragged the broader market
lower. Reliance Industries

fell more than 2 percent and
extended its losing streak to
the ninth consecutive trad-
ing session. As Nifty
slipped below the important
23,200 level, selling acceler-
ated further.

Rising Oil Prices Added
To Concerns

Another major factor be-
hind the weakness was the
surge in crude oil prices.
Brent crude hovered near
USD 97 per barrel, raising
concerns about inflation
and India’s import bill.
Higher oil prices typically
hurt oil marketing compa-
nies, leading to sharp de-
clines in stocks such as
I0C, HPCL and BPCL,

which fell by as much as 4
percent.

Metal And IT Stocks Un-
der Pressure

Metal stocks emerged as
the worst-performing sec-
tor of the day. Nalco de-
clined nearly 4 percent as
concerns over global de-
mand and commaodity prices
weighed on sentiment. The
IT sector also failed to pro-
vide support. The Nifty IT
index closed lower for the
fourth consecutive session,
while TCS dropped around
2 percent, reflecting weak-
ness in global technology
stocks.

Broad-Based Selling
Across Market

# 7 .E‘-l';
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The selling was not lim-
ited to large-cap stocks. The
Midcap Index fell 849 points
t0 59,906, with stocks such
as Prestige Estates, SAIL,
Muthoot Finance and
Kalyan Jewellers witness-

ing sharp declines. Market
breadth remained weak,
with nearly three stocks fall-
ing for every one stock that
advanced on the NSE. Out
of the Nifty 50 constituents,
40 closed in the red. De-

spite the broad weakness,
CPSE and healthcare stocks
managed to end in positive
territory, showing that in-
vestors continued to prefer
defensive and government-
backed sectors.

furnished despite repeated
requests, while the foren-
sic auditor reportedly re-
ceived complete support-
ing documentation for only
a limited portion of
sampled transactions.
Rajesh Exports has firmly
rejected the allegations.
Chairman Rajesh Mehta,
who transformed a small
jewellery venture started in
a Bengaluru garage with
his brother Prashant
Mehta into a global gold-
refining business, main-
tains that SEBI has misun-
derstood Valcambi's oper-
ating and accounting
model. The company has
been given 21 days to sub-
mit its response. Mean-
while, investors have de-
livered their verdict. The
stock has slipped below Rs
100, hit its lower circuit limit
and seen its market
capitalisation shrink to
roughly Rs 2,770 crore from
nearly Rs 30,000 crore three
years ago. For Rajesh Ex-
ports, the challenge now
extends far beyond growth.
The real test is whether it
can restore investor confi-
dence, defend the integrity
of'its reported numbers and
convince regulators that its
glittering revenue figures
reflect economic reality.
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IndiGo Unveils FY30 Growth

New Delhi: India’s largest
airline, IndiGo, has unveiled
an ambitious FY30 growth
roadmap, aiming to carry
around 200 million passengers
annually, expand its interna-
tional footprint, and establish
India as a major global avia-
tion transit hub. Presented at

the airline’s analyst day on
June 8, the plan outlines op-
erating more than 550 aircraft,
nearly 3,000 daily departures,
and raising international op-
erations to 40% of total capac-
ity by FY30. IndiGo also aims
to increase capacity to about
300 billion available seat

Plan Targeting 200 Million Passengers, Global Hub Status

kilometres (ASKs), nearly
doubling current levels. De-
spite long-term ambitions,
IndiGo is adopting a cautious
approach to near-term capac-
ity deployment amid softer
travel demand triggered by
the West Asia conflict. The
airline expects 3-4% capacity

growth in the first fiscal quar-
ter and will take a “measured
approach” as market condi-
tions remain uncertain. Inter-
national markets form a cen-
tral pillar of IndiGo’s strategy.
The airline plans to increase
international capacity to 40%
by FY30 from around 30%

currently, supported by the in-
duction of Airbus A321XLR
aircraft and Airbus A350
widebody jets. Nine A321X
LR planes are expected this
fiscal, enabling expansion
into longer-haul destinations
such as Athens, Istanbul,
Bali, and Seoul. IndiGo is

also positioning India as a
global transit hub connect-
ing Europe, Southeast Asia,
the Middle East, and Africa,
leveraging the country’s stra-
tegic location to capture con-
necting traffic currently
routed through Gulf and
Southeast Asian hubs.
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Kalki 2898 AD sequel update: Nag
Ashwin confirms shoot restart;
Prabhas and Amitabh Bachchan return

—

|-

Exciting news has arrived for
fans waiting for the next chap-
ter of the Kalki universe. Fresh
updates suggest that work on
the sequel is progressing
steadily. Director Nag Ashwin
has now shared details regard-
ing the upcoming stage of pro-
duction. The first installment
created massive excitement
among audiences with its fu-
turistic world and mythological
elements. The film also opened
the door for a larger cinematic
universe. Since then, viewers
have been waiting for develop-
ments regarding the sequel.
Now, the latest update has
given audiences a clearer pic-
ture of the road ahead. Speak-
ing about the project, Nag
Ashwin revealed that prepara-
tions for filming are already in

I
b

progress. The team appears
ready to begin the next phase
soon. According to
Aakashavaani, he said, “Kalki
2 has already begun. We are
making preparations to con-
tinue shooting from next month
and complete it at a rapid pace.”
The sequel is expected to bring
back familiar faces from the first
chapter. Prabhas, Amitabh
Bachchan and Kamal aasan are
likely to continue their respec-
tive roles in the story.

The film is expected to carry
forward the events hinted at in
the final portions of the origi-
nal movie. The conflict sur-
rounding Supreme Yaskin may
become central to the narrative
moving ahead. Reports have
suggested that the sequel will
further expand the futuristic

universe established earlier.
New developments and addi-
tional characters may also be-
come part of the larger
storyline. Considering the vi-
sual scope of the project, re-
ports suggest that the makers
have planned an extended
timeline for production and
post-production work.
Reports indicate that a sig-
nificant portion of filming may
be completed by April 2027.
The remaining months could
be used for visual effects and
technical work before release.
The makers are currently tar-
geting a theatrical release in
December 2027. The first film
generated strong reactions
from audiences and attracted
attention for its visual presen-
tation. Its large-scale

storytelling and futuristic de-
sign became major talking
points after release. "‘Kalki
2898 AD’ is undeniably a
larger-than-life visual spec-
tacle that transports viewers
into a vividly imagined uni-
verse. In fact, the film’s visual
quality is so high that it over-
shadows many of its obvious
flaws by engaging the audi-
ence into the atmospherics of
the make-believe world of Kasi
and the Complex. Moreover, it's
a concept that can spark imagi-
native experiences beyond the
cinema. If you enjoy diving into
aworld of epic battles between
gods, good, and evil, then
'Kalki 2898 AD' offers quite a
satisfying audio-visual experi-
ence, even though it may re-
quire some patience."

Samantha’s Ma Inti Bangaram
Needs More Noise!

Samantha’s Ma Inti
Bangaram is scheduled for a
grand release on the 19th of
this month. In the meantime,
there was speculation that the
film would be postponed, but
Samantha made it clear it would
be released on time.

However, the buzz around the
film seems limited, partly be-
cause everyone is more in-
clined towards Peddi. However,
with Peddi crossing major bar-
riers, the audience would
slowly shift to a different film,
and Samantha must capitalize
on this advantage.

The film’s trailer has already
created a special interest
among the audience. The
double life Samantha leads in
the film is the USP of the movie,
which seems to impress fans.
Samantha is also doing the ac-
tion scenes in the film and also
evokes fun. Nandini Reddy
teamed up with Samantha for
the third time, and they are con-
fident of the film’s success.

The audio single that has
come out already is an
chartbuster. The team needs to
release more promotional con-

tent, which they seem to be tak-

ing time on. There are no other
significant releases for the next
week. And hence, Ma Inti
Bangaram can actually make use

of the space to make some noise.
There is only 9 days left for the
film’s release and Samantha
must adopt to a different kind
of approach for the film’s pro-

motions. She must interact with
the audiences more at different
events and also give more in-
terviews to keep the film buzz-
ing among the audiences.

Alpha Teaser: Action Works, But the Soul Is Missing!

The teaser of Alpha, starring Alia Bhatt, was unveiled today. While
the teaser succeeds in showcasing slick action and grand visuals, it
somehow falls short in creating the excitement one would expect
from a film belonging to the YRF Spy Universe. The teaser hints at
the story of a young woman being trained for a dangerous mission.
However, the narrative remains too vague, leaving viewers with little
emotional connection to the characters or the stakes involved. Visu-
ally, Alpha looks impressive. The production values are top notch,
and the action sequences have been mounted on a lavish scale. Alia
Bhatt appears committed to the role and handles the stunt portions
with confidence. Bobby Deol’s brief appearance adds a layer of mys-
tery, but the teaser does not reveal enough to make his character
truly intriguing. The background score and technical aspects are
polished, yet they fail to elevate the teaser into a memorable experi-
ence. The biggest issue is that despite all the action and style, the
a strong emotional hook or a standout moment that
leaves viewers eager for more. It has all the ingredients of a big
action spectacle, but the soul and excitement seem missing for now.
Directed by Shiv Rawail, Alpha has completed shooting and is gear-
ing up for release. The film still holds plenty of promise, but the

teaser lacks

teaser delivers more style than substance at this stage.

Prabhas Has No Time For
Aditya Dhar Anytime Soon?

The prospect of Prabhas
teaming up with Dhurandhar
director Aditya Dhar has gen-
erated excitement among fans,
but the collaboration appears
to be a distant possibility at this
stage. Recent reports suggest
that Prabhas and Aditya Dhar
met and exchanged a few ideas.
However, no story discussions
have taken place, and no project
has been finalized. While the
combination certainly carries
massive pan-India box office
potential, Prabhas’ schedule is

currently packed for the fore-
seeable future. The star is busy
with Fauzi and Spirit, two ma-
jor projects that demand signifi-
cant time and commitment. In
addition, Kalki 2 is expected to
begin full-fledged shooting
soon, making it another top pri-
ority in his lineup.

There is also Salaar 2 wait-
ing in the wings, a sequel that
remains one of the most an-
ticipated films among Rebel
Star fans. Given the scale of
these projects, finding room

for a new collaboration any-
time soon looks challenging.
On the other hand, Aditya
Dhar is also occupied with
future commitments. Indus-
try reports indicate that his
next directorial venture is
likely to feature Ranveer
Singh as part of a Jio Studios
production. As things stand,
the idea of Prabhas and
Aditya Dhar joining forces is
exciting, but it remains a
long-term possibility rather
than an immediate reality.

Varalaxmi Lands in Fresh
cnntroversv 1| T0||VW00l|

Varalaxmi Sarathkumar is one
of the Tamil actors who rose to
fame in Telugu. With a series
of interesting roles, she became
popular among the Telugu au-
diences where families also
embraced her with open arms.

However, she is the center of
a new controversy in
Tollywood. During the press
meet of an upcoming Telugu
film Police Complaint, the direc-
tor complained that
Varalakshmi is not extending
her cooperation. The director
alleged that the actress gined
up for a remuneration of 75 lakh
rupees with her staff expenses
covering upto 50K per day. She
also signed up for attending
promotional events but has
given 40 minutes only.

The director claims that she
skipped the promotions and is
non-cooperative. He also told
that the film’s dubbing was de-
layed because of the actor who
intentionally avoided in the
pretext of completing her direc-
torial. Varalakshmi has also at-
tracted a controversy during
the promotions of her directo-
rial S Saraswathi. Sai Madhav
Burra reportedly provided the
story of the film and he openly
tweeted that the team raped his
story by making changes and
spoiling it totally.

ater, Varalakshmi defended
herself and tried to put an end

to the issue without dragging
it further. The issue then gar-
nered quite some attention
from everyone. For an actress
like Varalaxmi, the image check
is very important and she
should completely avoid at-

tracting contriversies to keep
her image clean. One or the
other, the issues will only end
up bringing bad reputation to
the actress. The sooner she
clarifies these controversies,
the better it will be.

A Monster Mass Feast From #NBK111

On the occasion of God Of
Masses Nandamuri
Balakrishna’s birthday, the
team of #NBKI111 dropped a
striking glimpse- Entry Of An
Era, that instantly grabs atten-
tion. Directed by Gopichand
Malineni, the film appears to be
set against the backdrop of
1993 Bombay and introduces
Balakrishna in a ruthless gang-
ster avatar. The glimpse thrives
on raw power, showcasing a
world filled with giant industrial
equipment, explosions, and
deadly weapons. Amid all the
chaos stands NBK, calm yet
intimidating, emerging as the
dominant force in the narrative.
Interestingly, the promo
doesn’t has single dialogue.
From racing on a motorcycle to
taking down opponents with
chains and firearms,
Balakrishna delivers a larger-
than-life presence. In one of
the most striking moments,
Balakrishna is seen standing
atop a giant excavator, a visual
that perfectly captures his com-

manding screen presence. He
is also shown riding a motor-
cycle, taking on enemies with
iron chains, and unleashing
destruction with heavy
weaponry. Arvind S
Kashyap’s cinematography
gives the film a gritty, styl-
ish texture, while S Thaman
injects the promo with a pul-
sating score that amplifies
every moment. Backed by

Venkata Satish Kilaru under
Vriddhi Cinemas, the film
boasts impressive production
standards. Though it’s just a
glimpse, the promo makes it

evident that Gopichand
Malineni is crafting a full-blown
mass-action entertainer with
Balakrishna leading the charge.
It promises a monster mass
feast, raising expectations to
another level.
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