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TMC Crisis Deepens As MPs Seek Separate

The Trinamool Congress
is facing a growing internal
crisis after a group of dissi-

dent MPs reportedly
sought recognition as a
separate parliamentary fac-
tion and expressed support
for the NDA. The develop-
ment follows senior leader
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray's res-
ignation from the party and
Rajya Sabha, fuelling
speculation of a major split
within the Mamata
Banerjee-led outfit. TMC
Crisis Deepens As MPs
Seek Separate Identity In
Parliament A fter Sukhendu
Ray's Exit The Trinamool
Congress (TMC) is facing
a deepening internal crisis,
with a group of dissident
MPs reportedly seeking
recognition as a separate
parliamentary faction and
expressing support for the
BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA).The
development comes amid
growing unrest within the
Mamata Banerjee-led party
following the resignation of
senior leader Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray.

Dissident MPs Trigger
Fresh Turmoil

Political speculation in-

O

tensified on Monday after
around 13 TMC MPs, led
by Sukhendu Sekhar Ray
and Lok Sabha MP Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar, reportedly
met West Bengal Leader of

Opposition  Suvendu
Adhikari at the residence of
a BJP minister.

The meeting has fuelled
talk of a possible split within
the ruling West Bengal
party, with sources indicat-
ing that several parliamen-
tarians are unhappy with
the party's current direction
and leadership decisions.
Among the names linked to
the dissident camp are
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar,
Partha Bhowmick, Jagadish
Basunia, Mitali Bag, Dev,
Shatabdi Roy, Rachna
Banerjee, Sharmila Sarkar,
Kalipada Soren, Arup
Chakraborty, Asit Mal,
Shatrughan Sinha, Prasun
Banerjee, Pratima Mondal
and Bapi Haldar.

MPs Seek Separate Par-
liamentary Identity

According to reports, the
dissident lawmakers have
written to Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla seeking
recognition as a separate
parliamentary faction and

Identity In Parliament After Sukhend

requesting separate seating
arrangements in the House.
The move, if formally
recognised, would mark one
of the most significant in-
stances of organised dis-
sent within the TMC's par-
liamentary ranks since the
party emerged as West
Bengal's dominant political
force. Sources suggest that
nearly 20 MPs are dissatis-
fied with the current state
of affairs within the party
and may eventually align
with the proposed faction.

Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar
Signals Support For NDA

Speaking to PTI, Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar claimed
that nearly 20 TMC MPs
had informed the Speaker
about their decision to sup-
port the NDA.

"Nearly 20 TMC MPs, in-
cluding me, have written to
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
about our decision to sup-
port the NDA," she
said.Ghosh Dastidar, who
maintained that she contin-
ues to be the party's chief
whip in the Lok Sabha, said
the decision was taken af-
ter consultations among
several MPs. She argued
that aligning with the NDA

u Ray's Exit

reflected the public man-
date and represented the

. group's future political

course. "We have accepted

1 the people's verdict and
_ believe that our future po-

litical course should be

& aligned with the NDA," she
| said.

Sukhendu Ray's Exit
Deepens Crisis

The latest developments
come just hours after
Sukhendu Sekhar Ray re-
signed from both the Rajya
Sabha and the Trinamool
Congress, dealing a major
blow to the party leadership.
Ray accused the Mamata
Banerjee government of
corruption and alleged that
he had been increasingly
sidelined after demanding
an internal inquiry into the
role of certain police offic-
ers in the RG Kar hospital
rape-murder case. Accord-
ing to Ray, his insistence on
accountability in the high-
profile case became a turn-
ing point in his relationship
with the party leadership.

TMC Yet To Respond

The Trinamool Congress
currently has 28 MPs in the
Lok Sabha and 12 members
in the Rajya Sabha. While
the claims by the dissident
MPs have sparked intense
political debate, the party
leadership has not yet is-
sued an official response.
The developments are
likely to be closely watched
in the coming days, as ques-
tions grow over whether the
rebellion will gather enough
support to evolve into a for-
mal split within the party
and reshape political equa-
tions in West Bengal as well
as Parliament.

Two-Day Seminar on Defence Procurement and
Innovation Ecosystem Concludes in New Delhi

New Delhi, June, 12
(PIB): A two-day seminar
titled “Demystifying De-
fence Procurement, iDEX,
TPCR and Testing Proce-
dures for MSMEs and
Start-ups” jointly con-
ducted by Headquarters
Integrated Defence Staff
(HQ IDS) and Centre for
Joint Warfare Studies
(CENJOWS) concluded in
New Delhi on June 12, 2026.
In a significant step to-
wards strengthening indus-
try participation in the de-
fence acquisition and inno-
vation ecosystem, the semi-
nar brought together over
150 start-ups and MSMEs,
along with 10 venture capi-
talists and defence indus-
try stakeholders facilitating

knowledge exchange and
structured engagement on
procurement procedures
and indigenization path-
ways.

The sessions conducted
during the seminar provided
a comprehensive compen-
dium of procedures and
practical insights covering
the Defence Acquisition
Procedure (DAP), iDEX
framework, indigenization
initiatives, Technology Per-
spective and Capability
Roadmap (TPCR), certifica-
tion and user trial pro-
cesses. Participants gained
enhanced clarity on end-to-
end procurement cycles,
prototype development
pathways, Technology
Readiness Levels, and

mechanisms for collabo-
ration with defence orga-
nizations. The event fa-
cilitated direct interac-
tion between industry
participants and subject
matter experts from key
defence institutions, fos-
tering a deeper under-
standing of regulatory,
technical and procedural
frameworks. Structured
question-and-answer en-
gagements enabled the
translation of complex
processes into action-
able guidance for emerg-
ing innovators and manu-
facturers. A key outcome
of the workshop was the
consolidation of proce-
dural knowledge into a
structured framework tai-

lored for MSMEs and
start-ups, alongside the
strengthening of link-
ages within the defence
innovation ecosystem.
Deliberations also high-
lighted opportunities for
import substitution, in-
digenous development
and expanded industry
participation in capabil-
ity development initia-
tives. The workshop con-
cluded with a renewed
emphasis on advancing
self-reliance in defence
manufacturing through
sustained industry en-
gagement, streamlined pro-
cesses and deeper integration
of start-ups and MSME:s into
the national defence innova-
tion architecture.

Unveiling the nature of a newly discovered supernova
could help build the cosmic distance scale

New Delhi: A detailed
study of the evolution of
the supernova SN 2023zcu,
discovered in 2023 at the
edge of the spiral galaxy
NGC 2139, located approxi-
mately 90.7 million light-
years away from Earth, can
help estimate the distance
of'the local universe. Super-
novae (SNe) are one of the
most violent explosions in
the universe. Core-collapse
supernovae (CCSNe) are
one of these cosmic fire-
works occurring when a
massive star exhausts its
nuclear fuel and can no
longer support itself
against the gravitational
pull. This dramatic death
can be so bright that it is
visible in a distant galaxy.
Supernovae are not just
very bright, they are vital to
the evolution of the cos-
mos because they act as
giant recycling centers, cre-
ating and scattering heavy
elements that eventually
become the building blocks
for new stars, planets, and
even life itself. The most
common type of core-col-
lapse supernova is Type
IIP, which happens when a
massive red supergiant star
(about 8—17 times the mass
of the Sun) reaches the end
of its life. When the star’s
core collapses into a proto-

neutron star, the outer ma-
terial falls inward, then
bounces back from the sur-
face, creating a powerful
shock wave. When the
shock reaches the surface,
the star’s outer layers break
away and expand into
space. The supernova be-
comes brightest soon after
this. As these layers keep
expanding, they slowly cool
down and lose energy—
this stage is called shock
cooling. After this, there is
a phase lasting a few
months when the super-
nova remains opaque. Dur-
ing this time, its energy
mainly comes from hydro-
gen recombining in the
star’s outer layers. Because
red supergiants have a
large hydrogen envelope,
the brightness stays nearly
constant, creating a “pla-
teau” in the light curve,
which is a distinct charac-
teristic apart from the other
subclasses. The abun-
dance of H is also evident
in the spectroscopic evolu-
tion, with a prominent Ha P-
Cygni profile. On December
8,2023, SN 2023zcu was dis-
covered at the edge of the
spiral galaxy NGC 2139, ata
distance of 27.8 Mpc. The
SN was discovered within
a day after the explosion.
Extensive photometric and

spectroscopic observa-
tions have been conducted
by ground- and space-
based telescopes. The de-
tailed study has been pub-
lished in The Astrophysical
Journal by Monalisa Dubey,
Dr. Kuntal Misra, and
Naveen Dukiya from
Aryabhatta Research Insti-
tute of Observational Sci-
ences (ARIES), India, an au-
tonomous institute under
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), along
with other international re-
searchers. The paper pro-
vides a detailed analysis of
the different phases of SN
evolution, including precise
distance measurements.
The supernova’s distance
is estimated to be about 27
Mpc using the Expanding
Photospheric ~ Method
(EPM). This method calcu-
lates distance by comparing
the actual size of the expand-
ing surface of the supernova
with how bright it appears. It
works especially well for
Type IIP supernovae, be-
cause their thick hydrogen
layer creates a clear, well-be-
haved surface that closely
follows blackbody radiation.
Additionally, their character-
istic plateau phase provides
stable, predictable condi-
tions, and their relatively
simple, hydrogen-dominated

spectra allow more accurate
measurements of tempera-
ture and expansion velocity,
making the assumptions of
EPM much more reliable than
in other SN types.

Early spectra show very
little interaction between the
supernova material and the
surrounding gas, suggesting
the star lost only a small
amount of mass before the
explosion. During the pla-
teau phase, the spectra dis-
play strong hydrogen fea-
tures along with lines from
elements like iron, sodium,
and calcium, indicating that
new elements were formed
in the explosion. In the nebu-
lar phase, the supernova ma-
terial becomes transparent,
and the spectrum shows
mainly emission lines. Be-
cause the gas is very thin,
special “forbidden” lines
from elements like oxygen,
iron, calcium, and magne-
sium also appear. Bolomet-
ric luminosity is the total
energy a supernova emits
across all wavelengths of
light, from ultraviolet to in-
frared, giving a full measure
of its brightness. By model-
ing the bolometric luminos-
ity, scientists estimate that
the original star had a mass
of about 12 times that of the
Sun and an explosion energy
of about 2 x 105 ergs.
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Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation,
Amit Shah chairs a security review meeting

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister and Minister of
Cooperation, Shri Amit
Shah chaired a security re-
view meeting in New Delhi
today to assess the prepa-
rations for the Shri
Amarnath Ji Yatra 2026.
This year, the Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra will be conducted
from July 3 to August 28,
2026. The meeting was at-
tended by Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Jammu & Kashmir,
Shri Manoj Sinha, National
Security Advisor Shri Ajit
Doval, the Union Home
Secretary, the Chief of the
Army Staff, the Director of
the Intelligence Bureau
(IB), the Chief Secretary
and Director General of Po-
lice of Jammu & Kashmir, the
Directors General of the
Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPFs), and senior
officials from the Ministry
of Home Affairs, the Indian
Army, and the Union Terri-
tory Administration of
Jammu & Kashmir.Union
Home Minister and Minis-
ter of Cooperation Shri
Amit Shah said that, under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji, the Government is
fully committed to ensure
robust security and a
smooth pilgrimage experi-
ence for the devotees un-

the Shri

dertaking
Amarnath Ji Yatra.Union
Home Minister directed that

an integrated and impreg-
nable security cover be put
in place for the Yatra
through the coordinated
efforts of all security agen-
cies. He said that the tradi-
tional security framework
should be further strength-
ened through the extensive
use of modern technologies
such as drones, CCTV sur-
veillance, advanced moni-
toring systems, and other
technological tools. He also
directed that a multi-layered
security grid be established
along the Yatra route by the
Jammu & Kashmir Police,
CAPFs, and other security
agencies. Shri Amit Shah
said that during the Yatra,

senior officers of various
CAPFs and the Jammu &
Kashmir Police should re-
main continuously present
at camp sites to oversee and
monitor all arrangements.
He also emphasized that
adequate arrangements
must be ensured for all es-
sential services, including
pilgrim registration, accom-
modation, healthcare facili-
ties, and disaster manage-
ment. Information regarding
Yatra registration and pil-
grim assistance can be ob-
tained from the Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board
website https://
jksasb.nic.in. Union Home
Minister directed that the
movement of pilgrim
batches should be regu-
lated strictly in accordance

with prevailing weather
conditions and forecasts.
He also emphasized that
robust security arrange-
ments must be ensured not
only along the Yatra route
but also at other major tour-
ist destinations, so that pil-
grims can enjoy tourism ac-
tivities safely and without
inconvenience. During the
meeting, the Home Minister
was informed that arrange-
ments have been made for
the registration of local per-
sons and animals associated
with the Yatra, and that QR
code-enabled identity cards
will be issued to them. In
addition, camps will be or-
ganized for the health exami-
nation and fitness assess-
ment of the animals engaged
in Yatra-related activities.

Transforming Urban Roads: CSIR-CRRI and MCD
Forge Strategic Partnership for Sustainable Pavement

Rehabilitation and Instant Pothole

o B

New Delhi: A Memoran-
dum of Agreement (MoA)
was signed between CSIR-
Central Road Research In-
stitute (CSIR-CRRI) and the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on 10 June
2026 for functional and
structural evaluation of
roads, construction quality
supervision, and capacity
building of MCD engineers
and staff. On this occasion,
a Bi-partite Technology
Management Agreement
was also signed for imple-
mentation of ECOFIX, an
iron and steel slag aggre-
gate-based instant pothole
repair technology devel-
oped by CSIR-CRRI. The
partnership aims to en-
hance the quality, durabil-
ity and sustainability of
Delhi's road infrastructure
through scientific road as-
sessment, quality assur-
ance and adoption of inno-
vative maintenance tech-
nologies. Addressing the
gathering, Sh. Sanjeev
Khirwar, IAS, Commis-
sioner, MCD, emphasized
the importance of technol-
ogy-driven approaches in
urban road planning and

.
|
.

maintenance. He noted that
the collaboration would
strengthen MCD's techni-
cal capabilities while en-
abling faster and more du-
rable repairs through tech-
nologies such as ECOFIX.
Welcoming the dignitaries,
Dr. Ch. Ravi Sekhar, Direc-
tor, CSIR-CRRI, highlighted
the Institute's seven de-
cades of contributions to
the road sector and stated
that the partnership would
provide technical support
to MCD in road evaluation,
quality supervision and de-
ployment of sustainable
technologies. He added
that technologies such as
Steel Slag Road Technol-
ogy, ECOFIX, Rejupave and
MSS+ promote resource
conservation, circular
economy principles and re-
duced carbon emissions.
The initiative is being led by
Shri Satish Pandey, Head,
Flexible Pavement Division,
CSIR-CRRI, who is also the
inventor of Steel Slag Road
and ECOFIX Technology.
He briefed the participants
on the objectives and ex-
pected outcomes of the col-
laboration. He highlighted

that scientific road evalua-
tion, quality supervision
and adoption of advanced
maintenance technologies
would improve road ser-
viceability, durability and
lifecycle performance while
minimizing maintenance
disruptions. A key highlight
of the programme was the
signing of the Technology
Management Agreement for
utilization of ECOFIX, a
rapid and durable pothole
repair technology devel-
oped using processed iron
and steel slag aggregates.
The technology supports
the national vision of
waste-to-wealth by utilizing
industrial by-products for
sustainable road mainte-
nance improving the dura-
bility and environmental

Meghwal, Additional Com-

Repair

impact such as air pollution.
Improved road conditions
and timely maintenance are
expected to reduce road
dust generation, while the
use of steel slag and recy-
cling-based technologies
promotes conservation of
natural resources and sup-
ports circular economy
practices. The programme
was attended by senior of-
ficials from CSIR-CRRI and
MCD, including Shri L.D.

missioner, MCD; Shri Prem
Chand Meena, Engineer-in-
Chief, MCD; Shri Brijesh
Kumar, Chief Engineer
(Quality Control), MCD;
Shri Sandeep Malhotra,
Chief Engineer (Stores), and
Shri Maneesh Rastogi,
Consultant (Planning) and
Former Chief Engineer,
MCD, Dr. Vinod Karar, Chief
Scientist and Head, PME,
Dr. K. Ravinder, Chief Sci-
entist and Head ILT Divi-
sion CSIR-CCRI along with
scientists, engineers and
other stakeholders from the
urban infrastructure sector.

The initiative reflects a
shared commitment towards
developing resilient, sus-
tainable and citizen-centric
road infrastructure for the
National Capital.

Rajasthan Police SOG Arrests 3 Kazakhstan-Trained
Doctors In Fake FMG Certificate Scam

Jaipur: The Rajasthan
police Special Operations
Group (SOQG) has arrested
three doctors who had com-
pleted their MBBS abroad
(in Kazakhstan) and alleg-
edly obtained fake Foreign
Medical Graduate (FMG)
certificates by paying a to-
tal of Rs.74 lakhs. Based on
these certificates, the ac-
cused completed intern-
ships at medical colleges
and secured temporary reg-
istration with the Rajasthan
Medical Council (RMC).
Discrepancies in the docu-
ments came to light during
the investigation. The ar-
rested are Dr. Deepak Yadav,
Dr. Raju Gurjar, and Dr.
Naresh Gurjar; all three are
from Rajasthan. ADG (SOG)

Vishal Bansal said that Dr.
Deepak Yadav returned to
India in 2022 after complet-
ing his MBBS in
Kazakhstan. Despite mul-
tiple attempts, he failed to
pass the FMG screening
exam conducted by the Na-
tional Medical Commission.

He then connected with
the brother-in-law of
Bhanaram—the mastermind
behind the fake certificate
racket—through Vijay Sani,
a former classmate from
Kazakhstan, and paid 724
lakh to obtain a fake FMG
exam certificate. Using this
certificate, he completed his
internship at the Govern-
ment Medical College,
Dausa. While Dr. Naresh
and Dr. Raju Gurjar returned

to India in 2021 after com-
pleting their MBBS in
Kazakhstan and after failed
attempts for FMG certifi-
cates, both obtained fake
FMG certificates through
Indraraj Sani of Dausa by
paying him ?23 lakh and 727
lakh, respectively. Naresh
completed his internship at
the Government Medical
College, Alwar, and Raju from
the Government Medical
College in Hanumangarh.

IG (SOG) Ajaypal Lamba
said that more than 100 doc-
tors who obtained fake FMG
certificates have been identi-
fied so far and investigation
revealed fake FMG certifi-
cates and temporary registra-
tion with the RMC were fa-
cilitated by the RMC em-

ployees and officials. Nota-
bly, Seventeen abroad gradu-
ated doctors, former RMC
Registrar Dr. Rajesh Sharma,
and two employees of RMC,
the mastermind Bhanaram
Mali and a middleman, have
already been arrested in con-
nection with the case. The
investigation revealed that
Bhanaram charged be-
tween Rs.20 lakh and ?30
lakh per person to arrange
the fake certificates and
secure registration with the
RMC. The Foreign Medi-
cal Graduate Examination
(FMGE) is a mandatory
screening and licensing
exam for Indian students
who complete their MBBS
or equivalent medical stud-
ies abroad.
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Union Health Ministry Convenes Regional Workshop
to Strengthen Strategies for a Leprosy-Free India

New Delhi: In a signifi-
cant step towards realizing
the vision of a Leprosy-Free
India, the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Gov-
ernment of India, organized
a two-day Regional Work-
shop on Review of
Programme Performance
and Focused Strategic Ac-
tion for Achieving Zero
Transmission of Leprosy in
Nava Raipur,
Chhattisgarh.Addressing
the gathering, Smt.
Aradhana Patnaik high-
lighted India's remarkable
achievements in reducing
the burden of leprosy and
recalled that the country
had attained elimination as
a public health problem at
the national level in 2005.
She noted, however, that
transmission persists in
several endemic districts
and hotspot areas, neces-
sitating intensified and tar-
geted interventions to inter-
rupt transmission com-
pletely.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of early diagnosis and
prompt treatment, she em-
phasized the need for peri-
odic Leprosy Case Detec-
tion Campaigns in endemic
areas. She also called for
strengthening contact trac-
ing and expanding the cov-
erage of Post-Exposure Pro-
phylaxis (PEP) through
Single-Dose Rifampicin
(SDR) among eligible
healthy contacts of index
cases, particularly in vul-

nerable and hard-to-reach
populations. Encouraging
states to increase contact
screening and PEP cover-
age, she noted that these
interventions are critical for
reducing disease transmis-
sion and preventing new
infections.

Ms. Patnaik emphasized
that while substantial
progress has  been
achieved, the challenge
now lies in sustaining gains
and accelerating action in
the remaining endemic
pockets. Stressing account-
ability, timely decision-mak-
ing, and  effective
programme implementation,
she urged states to regu-
larly review progress, iden-
tify implementation bottle-
necks, and undertake cor-
rective measures. She high-
lighted the importance of
capacity building, Informa-
tion, Education and Com-
munication (IEC) activities,
and convergence under the
National Health Mission
framework to strengthen
programme implementation.

She further advocated le-
veraging Community-
Based Assessment Check-
lists (CBAC), Rashtriya Bal

Swasthya Karyakram
(RBSK), and Rashtriya
Kishor Swasthya

Karyakram (RKSK) plat-
forms for enhanced screen-
ing and early detection of
leprosy. She also guided
State and District Leprosy
Officers on the effective uti-

lization of flexi-pool re-
sources available under the
National Health Mission
and called upon all partici-
pating states to maintain
momentum towards achiev-
ing zero transmission.

Highlighting the epide-
miological landscape, Ms.
Patnaik informed partici-
pants that five high-prior-
ity states—Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, and Madhya
Pradesh—together ac-
count for nearly 50 percent
of India's leprosy burden.
She noted that these states
also have a substantial
number of districts report-
ing prevalence rates above
one case per 10,000 popu-
lation, including 23 districts
in Chhattisgarh, 21 in
Jharkhand, 18 each in
Maharashtra and Odisha,
and 10 districts in Madhya
Pradesh.

She further observed that
while most States and Union
Territories have achieved
leprosy elimination status,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand,
Odisha, Maharashtra, and
Chandigarh are yet to
achieve the elimination tar-
get at the sub-national
level. She emphasized that
achieving zero transmis-
sion would require stronger
inter-state collaboration,
evidence-based planning,
intensified surveillance,
sharing of best practices,
and sustained efforts to
eliminate stigma and dis-

crimination associated with
the disease.

Speaking at the Occa-
sion, Dr. Sunil V. Gitte,
Deputy Director General
(Leprosy), informed partici-
pants that 91,783 new lep-
rosy cases were detected in
India during 202526, with
aprevalence rate of 0.56 per
10,000 population. Of the
newly detected cases, 4.18
percent were children and
2.12 percent presented with
Grade-2 Disability at the
time of diagnosis.

Highlighting ongoing ef-
forts in disability preven-
tion and rehabilitation, Dr.
Gitte informed participants
that 1,591 reconstructive
surgeries had been per-
formed for persons affected
by leprosy. In addition,
more than 1.03 lakh Micro
Cellular Rubber (MCR) foot-
wear and over 1.25 lakh self-
care kits had been distrib-
uted to support disability
prevention and improve
quality of life. He empha-
sized that active case detec-
tion, intensified contact sur-
veillance, post-exposure
prophylaxis, timely treat-
ment, disability prevention,
rehabilitation services, and
community awareness re-
main critical pillars of the
National Leprosy Eradica-
tion Programme (NLEP). He
also presented focused
strategies for districts re-
porting prevalence rates
above one per 10,000 popu-
lation, higher proportions

of child cases, and in-
creased Grade-2 Disability
among newly detected pa-
tients.

During the workshop,
participating states pre-
sented detailed reviews of
programme performance,
including trends in new
case detection, treatment
completion, contact tracing
and follow-up, disability
prevention and medical re-
habilitation services, and
IEC initiatives. States also
showcased innovative
practices and successful
field models that have con-
tributed to improved case
detection, enhanced treat-
ment adherence, stronger
community engagement,
and reduction in disability
among affected persons.

Interactive technical ses-
sions witnessed extensive
deliberations among senior
officials from the Govern-
ment of India, representa-
tives of participating states,

WHO experts, technical in-
stitutions, and develop-
ment partners. Discussions
focused on district-specific
challenges and practical
solutions for improving
programme outcomes
through evidence-based
microplanning, strength-
ened surveillance, en-
hanced community partici-
pation, stigma reduction,
social and behaviour
change communication,
and improved treatment
compliance.The workshop
concluded with the formu-
lation of state-specific ac-
tion plans and a renewed
commitment from participat-
ing states to intensify inter-
ventions in high-endemic
districts. Participants ex-
pressed confidence that
coordinated efforts by the
Government of India, state
governments, technical in-
stitutions, development
partners, and communities
would significantly acceler-
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ate progress towards
achieving the shared vision
ofaleprosy-free, disability-
free, and transmission-free
India.The workshop was
chaired by Smt. Aradhana
Patnaik, Additional Secre-
tary and Mission Director
(National Health Mission),
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Govern-
ment of India. It was at-
tended by Shri Amit
Kataria, Secretary, Health
and Family Welfare Depart-
ment, Government of
Chhattisgarh; Shri Sanjeev
Kumar Jha, Commissioner-
cum-Director, Health Ser-
vices and Mission Director,
National Health Mission,
Chhattisgarh; Shri Nikhil
Gajraj, Joint Secretary, Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare, Government of In-
dia; Dr. Sunil V. Gitte, Deputy
Director General (Leprosy);
along with Mission Direc-
tors, State Leprosy Officers,
Regional Directors, and se-

nior programme officials
from participating states.

The workshop brought
together nearly 200 partici-
pants, including State and
District Leprosy Officers,
senior officials of the Min-
istry of Health and Family
Welfare, public health ex-
perts, representatives of the
World Health Organization
(WHO), Directors of Cen-
tral and Regional Leprosy
Training and Research In-
stitutes, programme manag-
ers, technical experts, and
development partners in-
cluding the International
Federation of Anti-Leprosy
Associations (ILEP) and
the Sasakawa-India Lep-
rosy Foundation (SILF).
Representatives from five
high-priority states—
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, and Odisha—
participated in the delibera-
tions and shared experi-
ences from the field.

India Al Mission launches
Al Model Claiming
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New Delhi: Avataar, an
Al-native transformation
company, today an-
nounced the launch of
Varya, a distilled video
model built to make frontier
video Al affordable, acces-
sible and relevant for
India’s next generation of
users. The launch was un-
veiled today at a press
event in New Delhi, in the
presence of Shri S.
Krishnan, Secretary, Minis-
try of Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology
(MeitY), Government of In-
dia, alongside Avataar’s
leadership team Varya has
been designed for India’s
many contexts, not a gen-
eralized idea of India. The
model has been built to un-
derstand and generate cul-
turally rich visual outputs
across India’s regions, fes-

.
-

tivals, communities, food,
clothing, public spaces
and everyday life. From a
teacher creating a visual
lesson in a village class-
room, to an MSME creat-
ing product ads, to a citi-
zen accessing public infor-
mation through video,
Varya aims to turn a simple
idea into a moving story.
Avataar was among the
companies selected by the
IndiaAI Mission to build
indigenous foundation Al
capabilities. Access to sub-
sidized national Al com-
pute infrastructure enabled
the research that led to
Varya, highlighting how
public Al infrastructure can
accelerate homegrown in-
novation. As video be-
comes the primary medium
for learning, commerce,
communication and

storytelling, the ability to
generate high-quality video
content efficiently is becom-
ing increasingly important.

Developed with support
from the IndiaAl Mission,
Varya uses a distillation
technique that reduces
video generation from 50
steps to 4 steps, while main-
taining comparable output
quality. According to
Avataar’s internal inference-
cost benchmarks, Varya can
generate video at 70.48 per
second, making it upto 10x
more cost-efficient than sev-
eral leading global video
models. The product expe-
rience is designed around a
simple promise: Idea ? Video
? Story. Users can type an
idea, upload an image, gen-
erate a video, and continue
the story through additional
clips. One prompt can be-

Indigenous Varya, a Video Story Generating

to Offer Quality at Affordable Price

come a lesson, an ad, a
guide, a film or a memory.
For India, where Al must
work not just for millions but
for more than a billion
people, efficiency is not a
technical detail. It is the
foundation for inclusion.

Varya Reflects India's
AI Ambition

Speaking at the launch,
Secretary S. Krishnan said,
“The launch of one of the
foundational models sup-
ported under the IndiaAl
Mission marks a significant
milestone in India's Al jour-
ney. Varya represents the
kind of research-led capa-
bility building that we seek
to enable. It is a proud mo-
ment that reflects our com-
mitment to building indig-
enous Al capabilities and
fostering a vibrant deep-
tech ecosystem. Through

strategic support for foun-
dational models, we are en-
abling innovation at scale
and creating the building
blocks for the next genera-
tion of Al solutions. We look
forward to further strength-
ening India's Al capabilities
and advancing frugal inno-
vation that is both world
class and accessible at
population scale”. Avataar
will also publish a technical
report outlining Varya’s
model architecture, distilla-
tion methodology and
benchmarks.

Affordable AI Through
Varya Innovation

Speaking at the launch,
CEO and Co-Founder of
Avataar Sravanth Aluru,
Said “India’s Al opportu-
nity will not be defined only
by the largest models. It will
also be defined by the most

efficient models Varya dem-
onstrates that frontier-qual-
ity video Al can be made
dramatically more efficient
and accessible. For a coun-
try of 1.4 billion people,
affordability is not a fea-
ture, it is a prerequisite. We
believe the next billion sto-
ries, lessons, advertise-
ments, services and experi-
ences will be created
through Al and those ca-
pabilities must be available
to everyone, not just a
few.” He further emphasized
that “Affordable Al is inclu-
sive Al, and What Avataar
is building with Varya is im-
portant because it shifts the
conversation from Al capa-
bility alone to Al accessi-
bility. India has the talent,
the market depth and the
imagination to build Al
products for population-
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scale use. Varya is a
strong example of how
Indian companies can
compete globally, not by
simply building bigger
models, but by building
more efficient, context-
aware models that ex-
pand access.”
About Avataar
Avataar is an Al-na-
tive transformation com-
pany building domain-
specialized AI products
that help enterprises
drive efficiency, unlock
new operating models
and build defensible IP-
led capabilities. The
company is focused on
applying Al to real-
world business and con-
sumer use cases across
high-growth markets.
What is Distilled
Video Generation

Distilled video gen-
eration is a model com-
pression technique from
machine learning where
a compact "student"
model replicates the
outputs of a larger,
slower "teacher" model
transferring capabilities
while eliminating redun-
dant computation. Stan-
dard video models iter-
ate through over 50
noisy steps before pro-
ducing clean output;
distillation teaches the
student to skip most
steps and deliver the
same quality in just a few
iterations. Varya applies this
breakthrough to video for
the first time in India mak-
ing frontier-quality video
generation affordable, fast
and accessible at popula-
tion scale.

Ministry Of Defence Plans To Impose Penalty
On HAL Over Tejas Mk1A Delivery Delays

New Delhi: The Min-
istry of Defence is
planning to impose fi-
nancial penalties on
state-owned plane
manufacturer
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) after it
failed to deliver a single
LCA Tejas Mk1A fighter
jet to the Indian Air
Force. The delay has
now stretched well
over two years past
the original deadline. In
2021, the Defence
Ministry signed an
agreement with HAL to
supply 83 LCA Tejas

Mk1A aircraft, compris-
ing 73 fighters and 10
trainers, to the IAF at
a cost of Rs.45,696
crore. The deliveries
were reportedly
scheduled to begin in
February 2024. As per
the deal, HAL was ex-
pected to deliver ap-
proximately eight air-
craft per year to the
IAF. HAL said the big-
gest reason for the
delay is the failure to
receive F404-IN20 en-
gines from the Ameri-
can company General
Electric (GE) as per

schedule. Only six en-
gines have arrived in In-
dia so far under a $716
million contract for 99
engines signed in 2021,
according to a TV9
Bharatvarsh report. Re-
portedly, HAL has fully
assembled five Tejas

Mk1A aircraft, and nine
others have completed
flight tests, but the fi-
nal GE engines are yet
to be installed. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
has also raised this is-
sue with US officials
several times.

CBDT organises outreach webinar on “Decoding the new Income-
tax Act, 2025: International Tax and Transfer Pricing Aspects”

Income Tax Department
and PwC India, organised
a webinar titled “Decod-
ing the new Income-tax
Act, 2025 - International
Tax and Transfer Pricing
Aspects” on transitioning
into the new Income-tax
Act, 2025 and new In-
come-tax Rules, 2026 on
9th June 2026.The
webinar had over 1,100
participants from 16 over-
seas jurisdictions viz
USA, UK, Australia,
China, Singapore, Cyprus,
Japan, Mauritius, Qatar,
UAE etc and served as an
important platform for
mutual dialogue and

knowledge sharing on the
evolving taxation frame-
work in India. The Depart-
ment was represented by
Ms. Monica Bhatia, Pr.
Chief Commissioner of
Income Tax (International
Taxation), Shri Raman
Chopra, Chief Commis-
sioner of Income Tax (In-
ternational Taxation) and
Dr Anjula Jain, Commis-
sioner of Income Tax (In-
ternational Taxation)-2,
New Delhi and PwC India
was represented by se-
nior partners.Addressing
the participants, Ms.
Monica Bhatia, high-
lighted the collective ef-

forts of the Department
and stakeholders which
ensured the smooth tran-
sition to the new Income-
tax Act, 2025. She also
elaborated upon the grow-
ing importance of cross-
border transfer pricing
mechanisms, international
cooperation, and India’s
expanding role in the glo-
bal taxation ecosystem.
Further, she spoke about
the success and relevance
of Advance Pricing Agree-
ments and emphasized the
importance of Safe Harbour
provisions in ensuring cer-
tainty and ease of compli-
ance for taxpayers.

A presentation was also
made on the key changes,
structural reforms, and
comparative aspects of the
Income-tax Act, 1961 vis-a-
vis the Income-tax Act,
2025, including newly in-
troduced rules, forms and
procedural updates. The
participants posed numer-
ous queries during the in-
teractive session, which
were responded to by the
senior officers of the In-
come Tax Department. The
various participants appre-
ciated the initiative, and
expected to have more
such engagements with the
Department.
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Tinder Date, Bogus Investment: How Haryana
Judge Was Defrauded Of Rs 52 Lakh

New Delhi: A Delhi court

denied bail to a man ac-
cused of cheating a
Haryana judicial officer of
more than Rs 52 lakh
through an alleged online
romance scam that began
on dating application Tin-
der. The court also ex-
pressed deep anguish on
the conduct of the judge,
who filed the case in the
name of her domestic helper.
Additional Sessions Judge
Saurabh Partap Singh Laler
of the Patiala House Courts
dismissed the bail plea of
accused Deepak Vats, ob-
serving that he had re-
ceived substantial funds,
withheld crucial electronic
evidence and failed to co-
operate with the investiga-
tion. The court said the ma-
terial on record prima facie
reflected a pattern com-
monly seen in online ro-
mance scams and noted
that the financial transac-
tions were "consistent with
the hypothesis of a honey
trap".

Relationship Began On
Tinder

According to the pros-
ecution, the judicial officer
came into contact with the
accused on Tinder in No-
vember last year. The ac-
cused allegedly introduced

himself as "Abhimanyu
Vashishth" and claimed to
be an officer in a secret gov-
ernment department. The
two subsequently devel-
oped a relationship, during
which the judge allegedly
transferred nearly than Rs
52 lakh to bank accounts
linked to the accused. Pros-
ecutors claimed the money
was transferred after the
accused persuaded her to
invest on the promise of
high returns. The promised
returns never materialised,
leading to allegations of
cheating and fraud.

Court Questions Com-
plaint Filed Through Do-
mestic Worker

The court also ques-
tioned the manner in which
the complaint was filed. In-
stead of the judicial officer
approaching the police her-
self, the FIR was registered
in the name of her domestic
worker, who claimed she
had been cheated through
an online dating applica-
tion. While examining the
bail plea, the court found
that nearly all of the trans-
actions under scrutiny
originated from the judicial
officer's bank accounts and
not from those of the do-
mestic worker. "The com-
plaint as filed does not seem

to reflect the true complain-
ant," the court observed.
The judge acknowledged
the personal embarrass-
ment and professional sen-
sitivity a judicial officer may
face after becoming a vic-
tim of an alleged honey
trap. However, the court
said such concerns could
not justify withholding ma-
terial facts. "The officer's
personal discomfort cannot
be permitted to compromise
the integrity of a criminal
investigation," the court
said.

Judicial Officer Asked

To Share Complete
Records
The court noted that sev-

eral crucial pieces of elec-
tronic evidence remained
unavailable to investiga-
tors. Despite the relation-
ship allegedly beginning on
Tinder, neither the Tinder
chats nor the complete
WhatsApp conversations
between the parties had
been placed on record. Call
detail records had also not
been collected.The court
said the judicial officer
should provide investiga-
tors with her complete
WhatsApp and Tinder
communication history, ex-
plain the circumstances in
which the payments were
made and disclose who, if
anyone, induced or directed
those transfers. "The vic-
tim, being a judicial officer,
is better placed than most
to understand that the path
to justice requires candour,"
the court observed.

Investigating Officer
Also Criticised

The court also expressed
serious displeasure with the

conduct of the investigat-
ing officer. It said an officer
investigating a cyber fraud
case involving more than Rs
52 lakh and a judicial officer
was expected to demon-
strate the highest standards
of professional diligence
and impartiality. The judge
noted that key electronic
evidence had not been se-
cured and that several as-
pects of the financial trail
remained inadequately in-
vestigated.

Court Says Truth Ob-
scured By All Parties

The judge expressed
"profound anguish" over
the manner in which the
case had been handled. "A
matter that ought to be rela-
tively straightforward - a
cyber fraud case with a
clear digital money trail - has
been complicated, obfus-
cated, and rendered murky
by the conduct of all three
protagonists: the accused,
the victim, and the investi-
gating officer," the court
observed.

The court said each ap-
peared to be withholding
material information, mak-
ing it difficult to ascertain
the truth. The court was
particularly critical of the
accused, observing that he
had selectively produced
electronic records that sup-
ported his defence while
withholding potentially in-
criminating material. "The
accused is playing hide and
seek," the court remarked.
Observing that the investi-
gation was still at an early
stage and that important
evidence remained to be
collected, the court declined
to grant bail to the accused.

Wife Recalls Last

Suresh Pattnana, a marine
chief engineer killed in a re-
cent attack on a commercial
vessel off the coast of
Oman, had made it a routine
to send his family a "Good
Morning" message from
sea. On June 10, that mes-
sage never came, recalls his
wife Bhargavi. For
Bhargavi, the silence was
the first sign that some-
thing had gone terribly
wrong as hours earlier
Suresh had spoken to her
about his journey through
the tense Oman-Dubai mari-
time region. On June 11,
those fears turned into re-
ality when Bhargavi was
told that her husband was
among missing Indian crew
members following an at-
tack on their commercial
vessel. Soon after, she re-
ceived the devastating
news that her husband has
been killed in the attack.

Suresh is survived by his
wife Bhargavi and two sons
- Jithin (13) and Naheen (10).
Speaking to NDTV,
Bhargavi said that her hus-
band had informed her that
he was travelling from China
towards the Oman-Dubai
maritime region as part of
the vessel's operational and
cargo-related movements
before returning to China.
She was worried about his
safety given the concerns
about ongoing regional
tensions and conflict in the
area. "Everyone knows the
war is going on. We spoke
about the risks of entering
a conflict zone and asked
him to be careful," she said.
According to family, Suresh
had been working for the
same shipping company for
nearly 10 to 12 years and
was serving as one of its
most senior chief engineers.
He had spent the last four

Call With Andhra
Engineer Killed In Oman Ship Attack

months on an assignment
in China before joining the
vessel involved in the in-
cident. Family members
said Suresh maintained
regular contact from sea,
sending a "Good Morn-
ing" message almost every
day over the last several
months. On the day of the
attack, however, no mes-
sage arrived, causing con-
cern. Bhargavi said she
last spoke to her husband
on the night of June 9
around 8:30 pm. Suresh,
who had joined the ship at
the end of January, was
planning to sign off from
after nearly four months on
board. He had initially ex-
pected a short assignment
in China but continued af-
ter the previous chief en-
gineer signed off. As chief
engineer, Suresh was re-
sponsible for overseeing
critical engine and techni-

cal operations aboard the
ship. Preliminary informa-
tion suggests that he was
engaged in work on the
deck when the attack oc-
curred. Authorities subse-
quently identified his
body during rescue and
recovery operations.
Bhargavi has appealed to
the Central and Andhra
Pradesh governments to
expedite the repatriation
process to bring his body
back and provide support
for her children. "He was
the only earning member
of our family. I request the
governments to bring him
home as early as possible
and help with my
children's education and
our livelihood," she said.
Officials have told the fam-
ily that the repatriation pro-
cess may take a few days,
although no definite
timeline has been given.

Calls For Fine-Tuning As Weather
Alert Wakes People Up After Midnight

It is close to midnight.
All mobile phones in
Noida and the surround-
ing areas ring out in
unison. The ringtone is
alarming, and phones are
vibrating violently. The
alert renders devices
useless until users
acknowledge it. The
message isn't about some
earth-shattering emer-
gency, but a severe
weather warning sent
through the Government
of India's Cell Broadcast
System.

Many alerts were sent
through the new system
on Thursday night,
warning lakhs of residents
against rain, hail, and
high-speed wind. One
alert was sent at 1 am,
when most of them were
either sleeping or prepar-
ing to doze off. In Modi
Nagar, around 25
kilometres from
neighbouring Ghaziabad,
similar alerts were sent
warning residents against
"moderate rainfall accom-

panied by moderate
thunderstorm and
lightning". Several social
media users have ques-
tioned the government,
asking whether the system
should be used for
anything but emergencies.
"It has become extremely
important to calibrate the
new emergency alert
system implemented in the
country with real-time
events. The emergency
alert system needs to be
fine-tuned, as it has some
flaws. The emergency alert
message sent last night
did not specify the
amount of rain expected in
which area ?of the district
or which specific area
might experience strong
winds," said Dr V
Shashidhar Reddy, former
Vice Chairman of the
National Disaster Man-
agement Authority. He
believes that further
research is needed to
improve the existing
system and make it more
effective. Activating the

emergency alarm system
every time a bad weather
forecast is issued could
make the emergency alert
system less effective and
reduce the public's
seriousness about it, social
media users argued.
Furthermore, such alerts
could induce anxiety and
disturb the recipients
unnecessarily. According to
guidelines from the Federal
Disaster Management
Agency (FEMA) of the
United States, the world's
largest disaster manage-
ment organisation,
emergency management
officials should develop a
proper warning and
information strategy based
on incident-specific
guidelines, affected areas,
projected timelines, current
conditions and availability
of field resources.

Features of the Cell
Broadcast System

Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
launched the 'Cell Broad-
cast System' on May 2,

2026. The technology was
developed by the Centre for
Development of Telematics
(C-DOT), which operates
under the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT).
It was developed in
collaboration with the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
and the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA). The Cell
Broadcast System provides
precise geo-targeting
capabilities, allowing alerts
to be sent to individual cell
towers or clusters, or
extended to larger areas if
needed. These messages
reach users directly within
seconds, without any
waiting or queuing.
Designed for high reliability,
the system remains
unaffected even by network
congestion, ensuring
uninterrupted communica-
tion during a crisis. It
reaches all mobile users in
the targeted area, includ-
ing those roaming.
Importantly, users cannot
turn off these alerts.
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Maharashtra Orders Crackdown On
App-Based Cab Drivers Over Forced Tips

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment has ordered a
crackdown on app-based
taxi operators following a
surge in complaints from
commuters alleging that
some drivers are coercing
passengers into paying tips
and additional charges be-
yond the fare displayed on
ride-hailing applications.
Taking serious cognisance
of the issue, Maharashtra
Transport Minister Pratap
Sarnaik on Thursday in-
structed the State Trans-
port Commissioner to ini-
tiate action against
aggregator platforms and
drivers found violating pas-
senger rights. The move
came after Kalyan MP Dr
Shrikant Eknath Shinde for-
mally raised concerns over
what he alleged as growing
instances of commuter ex-
ploitation across
Maharashtra. According to
complaints cited by the MP,
passengers have increas-
ingly reported being pres-
sured to pay extra money
after booking rides through
mobile applications. In sev-
eral cases, drivers allegedly
demanded tips as a condi-
tion for completing trips or
threatened to cancel rides
if passengers refused to
comply. Such incidents,
commuters claim, have left
travellers stranded, particu-
larly during emergencies
and late-night journeys.
Responding to the allega-
tions, Sarnaik said compel-

ling passengers to pay tips
or additional charges
against their wishes was
unacceptable and
amounted to unfair treat-
ment of consumers. He said
the government would not
tolerate practices that un-
dermine public trust in
Mabharashtra's rapidly ex-
panding app-based trans-
port ecosystem. He added
that the Transport Commis-
sioner has been directed to
examine the functioning of
the concerned companies
and take necessary action
wherever violations are
found. The latest action is
significant because it
broadens the government's
focus from fare irregularities
to passenger harassment
and coercive tipping prac-
tices. The transport depart-
ment has already been in-
vestigating complaints in-
volving unauthorised fare

mechanisms and drivers re-
fusing fares displayed on
aggregator platforms. Ear-
lier this year, Sarnaik or-
dered a probe into reports
from Pune where drivers al-
legedly demanded pay-
ments through unofficial
fare-calculation systems
rather than accepting app-
generated fares. Dr
Shrikant Shinde, who
brought the issue to the
government's attention, ar-
gued that while voluntary
tipping is a personal choice,
forcing customers to pay
additional amounts consti-
tutes a violation of con-
sumer rights. The contro-
versy has reignited con-
cerns over accountability
within the app-based mobil-
ity sector. Consumer
groups have argued that
passengers are increasingly
facing ride cancellations,
fare disputes and demands

for off-app payments, erod-
ing confidence in digital
transport services. Sarnaik
had also announced that
Mabharashtra is preparing a
comprehensive aggregator
policy aimed at regulating
app-based transport ser-
vices more effectively. The
proposed framework is ex-
pected to address fare
transparency, passenger
safety, service standards,
grievance redressal mecha-
nisms and accountability of
platform operators. With
millions of commuters rely-
ing daily on app-based
taxis across Mumbali,
Thane, Pune and other ur-
ban centres, the June 11 di-
rective is likely to be closely
watched as a test of the
government's commitment
to protecting passenger
rights and ensuring trans-
parency in Maharashtra's
digital mobility sector.

El Nino Conditions To Intensify During
Southwest Monsoon: Weather Office

New Delhi: The India
Meteorological Department
on Friday declared the on-
set of El Nino conditions
over the equatorial Pacific
Ocean.It also said these
conditions are expected to
strengthen further during
the southwest monsoon
season. "The atmosphere
has responded to the warm-
ing sea surface tempera-
tures, and the coupled
ocean-atmosphere system
now exhibits characteristics
consistent with EI Nino
conditions," the India Me-
teorological Department
(IMD) said. The last time El

Nino conditions developed
was in 2023. Since 2000,
these conditions have
emerged in 2002, 2009 and
2015. El Nino is one of the
three phases of the El Nino
Southern  Oscillation
(ENSO), a climate phenom-
enon characterised by
changes in sea tempera-
tures along the central and
eastern tropical Pacific
Ocean, accompanied by
fluctuations in the atmo-
sphere overhead. While El
Nino is known to have a
warming effect over the
planet, its opposite phase,
called La Nina, usually re-

sults in a cooling effect.
ENSO also has a neutral
phase. El Nino leads to less
rainfall in India and its emer-
gence could be one of the
reasons why the country
this year is expected to re-
ceive below-normal rainfall
during the monsoon sca-
son, according to experts.
On May 29, the IMD said
rainfall this monsoon is
likely to be about 90 per
cent of the long-period av-
erage (LPA) with a model
error of 4 per cent. LPA re-
fers to the rainfall recorded
over a particular region for
a given interval, such as a

month or season, averaged
over a long period, typically
30 to 50 years. The LPA of
seasonal rainfall over India,
based on data from 1971 to
2020, is 87 cm. If the mon-
soon season sees less than
90 per cent of the LPA rain-
fall, the IMD classifies it as
'deficient'. India receives
more than 70 per cent of'its
annual rainfall during the
monsoon months, making
the season critical for farm-
ing, drinking water supply,
hydroelectric power genera-
tion and groundwater replen-
ishment. This year, the arrival
of monsoon got delayed, as
its onset over Kerala occurred
on June 4." Typically, it takes
place on June 1. On Friday,
the IMD said that conditions
are favourable for the mon-
soon to advance into some
more parts of the central Ara-
bian Sea, Maharashtra, re-
maining parts of Karnataka,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
and West Bengal over the
next two-three days. The
weather department added
that some more parts of
QOdisha, Jharkhand, Bihar and
some parts of Chhattisgarh will
also witness the advance dur-
ing this period.

Yogi Adityanath Flags Off 45 Electric

Buses In UP, Inaugurates Noida Depot

Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on
Friday flagged off 45 elec-
tric buses for the state.
These buses will operate
from Lucknow to Jewar Air-
port in Noida, Greater
Noida, and Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Develop-
ment Authority (YEIDA)
areas of Gautam Buddha
Nagar. The Chief Minister
also inaugurated the Noida
Electric Bus Depot. Speak-
ing on the occasion, the
Chief Minister said electric
buses will help with last-mile
connectivity, with the gov-
ernment aiming to deploy
110 electric buses by June
15 to facilitate travel in the
state. According to offi-
cials, out of the 110 buses
proposed, 10 are double-
deckers. Emphasising ef-
forts to switch to electric
vehicles, the CM said two
electric bus manufacturing

plants, namely Tata Motors
and Ashok Leyland, have
been set up for bus manu-
facturing in Uttar Pradesh.
The buses will run on four
key routes in Noida, includ-
ing Botanical Garden to
Greater Noida West, Noida

International Airport,
Surajpur Collectorate, and
New Bus Adda in
Ghaziabad. Thirty charging
points have also been in-
stalled at the Noida depot.
Praising the initiative, BJP
MP Mahesh Sharma from

E}auta Buddha Nagar said

: i «

the move comes at the right
time. "Amid the current
geopolitical situation, the
transition to electric buses
has come at the perfect time
and will benefit the envi-
ronment."
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@ PRICE STABILITY
@ PROTECTS AIRLINE

New Delhi: Aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) prices were
raised by around 10 per
cent as state-owned fuel re-
tailers rolled out a price
stabilisation regime, offering
domestic airlines a fixed fuel
rate for up to three years ina
move aimed at shielding car-
riers and passengers from
sharp swings in global oil
prices. Jet fuel for domestic
airlines will now cost Rs 115
per litre, up from Rs 104.927,
industry sources said. The
new rate will be locked in for
up to three years for airlines
that opt to participate in the
government-backed price
stabilisation scheme. Airlines
that do not opt for the scheme
will pay market-linked prices,
currently around Rs 142 per
litre, similar to international
carriers. Those opting into
the price stabilisation
scheme will continue to re-
ceive ATF atRs 115 per litre,
insulated from global bench-
mark fluctuations. While non-
participating carriers will ben-
efit from price declines, they
will also face higher costs
when international rates rise.
Sources said the scheme is
completely voluntary, and
airlines will have to take a call
if they want to participate in
it. Under the voluntary
scheme, participating airlines
will pay a fixed free-on-board
(FOB) benchmark price of Rs
86.32 per litre, plus airport
charges, oil company mar-
gins and applicable taxes, re-
sulting in an effective selling
price of Rs 115 per litre in
Delhi, Rs 114.5 in Mumbai
and Rs 139 in Chennai. The
new rate compares with a
below-market level of about
Rs 105 per litre in Delhi, which
had remained unchanged for
more than two months after
the government allowed only
a partial pass-through of

,)' ATF PRICES

UP 10%

FIXED PRICING SCHEME LAUNCHED
—— FOR AIRLINES ———

higher global fuel costs trig-
gered by the outbreak of the
West Asia conflict in late
February. The freeze had led
to losses for oil marketing
companies on aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF), similar to
pressures seen in petrol, die-
sel and LPG segments. To
address these losses, the
Union Cabinet approved a Rs
10,000-crore price stab
ilisation scheme aimed at
capping ATF prices and
shielding airlines from vola-
tility linked to geopolitical
tensions, while also support-
ing the financial health of
state-owned oil comp
anies.Under the scheme,
whenever global benchmark
prices rise above the base rate
of Rs 86.32, the government
will provide an interest-free
advance to oil marketing com-
panies to cover the differ-
ence. When prices fall, the
differential will be recovered
from the companies and re-
turned to the Consolidated
Fund of India. ATF typically
accounts for about 40 per cent
of airline operating expenses
and can rise to as much as 60
per cent during periods of
sharp volatility. Sources said
international jet fuel prices
had climbed to as high as Rs
142 per litre in May from pre-
war rates of Rs 60.50 per litre,
raising concerns over airline
operating costs and potential
fare increases. The new ar-
rangement, they said, isnota
subsidy but a temporary
stabilisation framework in-
tended to smooth volatility
in fuel prices while ensuring
accountability, monitoring
and full recovery of funds.
For passengers, the most im-
portant benefit of this deci-
sion is that it will help to mod-
erate sudden increases in air-
fare that often result from
sharp spikes in fuel prices.
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Gold Prices Reclaim Rs.1.60 Lakh Per 10 Grams
As Weak US Dollar Boosts Buillion Sentiment

New Delhi: Gold prices
rebounded by Rs 1,500 to
reclaim the Rs 1.60 lakh per
10-gram mark in the national
capital on Tuesday due to
a weak US dollar and im-
proving sentiment in the
bullion market. According
to local marketmen, the yel-
low metal of 99.9 per cent
purity climbed Rs 1,500 to
Rs 1,60,300 per 10 grams (in-
clusive of all taxes) from
Monday's closing level of Rs
1,58,800 per 10 grams. The
recovery came even as glo-
bal gold prices traded lower,
with analysts attributing the
rise in domestic prices to a
weak US dollar and renewed
investor interest. "Gold
prices rebounded on Tues-
day, supported by a decline

in crude oil prices and a
pullback in the US dollar
and Treasury bond yields,"
Saumil Gandhi, Senior Ana-

lyst, Commodities, HDFC
Securities, said. Silver
prices, however, remained
flat at Rs 2,55,700 per kilo-

gram. Market sentiment im-
proved after Iran and Israel
agreed to halt attacks
against each other, while

comments from US Presi-
dent Donald Trump indicat-
ing progress toward a for-
mal ceasefire boosted hopes
for a diplomatic resolution to
the conflict, he added. "The
easing of geopolitical ten-
sions helped alleviate con-
cerns over energy-driven in-
flation, providing support to
precious metals after recent
weakness. However, the re-
covery remained limited as
investors continued to
weigh the outlook for US
monetary policy," Gandhi
said. In the international mar-
kets, spot gold slipped mar-
ginally to USD 4,326.78 per
ounce, while silver edged up
to USD 68.28 per ounce. Spot
gold is trading lower around
the USD 4,330 per ounce

level as traders look for more
clues to the situation in the
Middle East, Praveen Singh,
Head of Commodities at
Mirae Asset Sharekhan, said.
Meanwhile, crude oil prices
traded lower as US President
Donald Trump claimed thata
good deal involving Wash-
ington and Tehran is immi-
nent. "Investors are closely
watching US Consumer
Price Index and Producer
Price Index releases, due on
Wednesday, for clear signals
on the Federal Reserve's
monetary policy trajectory,"
Renisha Chainani, Head of
Research at Augmont, said.
The European Central Bank
is also widely expected to
deliver a rate increase this
week, she added.

PM Kisan 23rd Installment Expected
In July, Complete e-KYC Before June
30 To Avoid Mlssmg Rs.2,000 Benefit

New Delhi: Farmers en-
rolled under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi
(PM-Kisan) Yojana have
been advised to complete
their e-KYC process at the
earliest.

The government has
made e-K'YC mandatory for
all beneficiaries to ensure
that financial assistance
reaches genuine farmers
without any delay. Under
the PM-Kisan scheme, eli-
gible farmers receive finan-
cial support of Rs 6,000 ev-
ery year. The amount is
transferred directly into
beneficiaries’ bank ac-
counts in three equal in-
stallments of Rs 2,000 each.
So far, the government has
released 22 installments
under the PM-Kisan
scheme. Each installment is
generally released after an

interval of about four

months. Since the previous
installment was credited
around four months ago,
many farmers are now ea-
gerly waiting for the 23rd
installment. Based on the
usual schedule, reports
suggest that the next in-
stallment could be released
in July 2026. However, the
government has not yet
announced an official date
for the release of the 23rd
installment.

The government has set
June 30, 2026, as the dead-
line for completing e-KYC
under the PM-Kisan
scheme. Officials have re-
peatedly stated that e-K'YC
is compulsory for all regis-
tered beneficiaries. The pro-
cess helps verify the iden-
tity of farmers and prevents
misuse of government ben-
efits. Farmers who fail to
complete their e-KYC be-

fore the deadline may face
difficulties in receiving the
upcoming installment. In
some cases, the payment
may be withheld until the
verification process is com-
pleted. Farmers who have
not completed their e-KYC
should do so immediately.
The process can be com-
pleted through a nearby
Common Service Centre
(CSC), where operators as-
sist beneficiaries with veri-
fication. Farmers can also
complete e-KYC online
through the official PM-
Kisan portal. The online
process is simple and helps
beneficiaries update their
details without visiting gov-
ernment offices. Complet-
ing e-K'YC before the dead-
line will help ensure that
farmers receive the upcom-
ing Rs 2,000 installment
without any interruption.

Maruti Suzuki Offers Price Protection Till June 14,
Launches RD-Backed Car Loan Plan For Small Cars

Mumbai: India's
largest carmaker, Maruti
Suzuki India Ltd, has
announced a special
price protection scheme
for customers planning
to buy its entry-level
carsThe scheme covers
four popular models —
Alto K10, S-Presso,
Celerio and WagonR.
Customers who book
any of these vehicles on
or before June 14, 2026,
will continue to get the
current prices even if
vehicle prices increase
later. The move comes
shortly after the com-
pany announced a price
hike of up to Rs 30,000
across various models
from June due to rising
input costs and inflation-
ary pressures.

Maruti Suzuki said the
initiative is aimed at
protecting affordability
for entry-level custom-
ers, many of whom are
first-time car buyers.
Senior Executive Officer
(Marketing & Sales)
Partho Banerjee said the

company introduced the
scheme after receiving
feedback from its dealer
network. According to
him, dealers highlighted
that customers buying
their first car are highly
sensitive to price
increases. The company
therefore decided to
provide a temporary
cushion against rising
vehicle costs. Maruti
believes the programme
will encourage more

June

1 4 : ‘Protection

people to enter the
personal mobility market
and support vehicle
ownership across the
country. Automobile
manufacturers have been
facing higher costs due
to inflation, rising
commodity prices and
increased operational
expenses. To offset
these pressures, Maruti
Suzuki had announced a
price increase of up to
Rs 30,000 across its

model range from June
2026. The exact increase
varies depending on the
model. The latest price
protection initiative
ensures that small car
customers who book
before June 14 will not
be affected by the
increase.

In a separate an-
nouncement, Maruti
Suzuki introduced
"Suhana Safar", a
recurring deposit (RD)-

linked auto loan product
The programme is
available for Alto K10, S-
Presso, Celerio and
WagonR buyers. Under
the scheme, customers
deposit a fixed monthly
amount equivalent to a
future car EMI into a
recurring deposit account
for three to six months.
The accumulated
amount, along with
interest earned, can then
be used as a down
payment for a vehicle
loan from the same bank.
Maruti Suzuki said the
new financing initiative
has received encouraging
customer interest. The
company has already
received around 8,000
enquiries and more than
1,700 bookings under
the programme. The
automaker expects both
the price protection
scheme and the RD-
backed financing plan to
make car ownership
easier and more afford-
able for first-time buyers
across India.

Flipkart, Meta Join Hands For Creator-
Led Shopping, Facehook Launch To Let
Creators Earn On Product Sales

Mumbai: E-commerce gi-
ant Flipkart has partnered
with Meta to launch a new
creator-led shopping initia-
tive across social media plat-
forms. The collaboration
aims to make online shop-
ping more interactive by al-
lowing content creators to
promote products directly
through their social media
content while earning com-
missions on successful
sales. The programme marks
another step in the growth
of'social commerce in India,
where consumers increas-
ingly discover products
through videos, reels and
influencer recommenda-
tions. Under the new part-
nership, creators will be able
to discover products listed
on Flipkart and Myntra and
tag them directly in their
Facebook posts and reels.
When users tap on these
product tags, they will be
able to view and purchase
the items seamlessly. Cre-
ators will earn a commission
on every successful sale
generated through their
content, creating a new in-
come opportunity for
influencers and digital cre-
ators. The initiative is ex-
pected to help creators

monetise their audiences
more effectively while offer-
ing brands a wider reach
among social media users.

Facebook First,
Instagram Next

The creator-led shopping
feature will first be launched
on Facebook. Flipkart said
the service will later be ex-
panded to Instagram as part
ofthe next phase of rollout.
The company believes the
move will simplify the shop-
ping journey by allowing
consumers to discover
products and complete pur-
chases without leaving the
social media environment.
This could help brands en-
gage with potential buyers
at the exact moment they
show interest in a product.

Focus On Gen Z Shop-
ping Trends

Flipkart ;p

According to Flipkart
Group Chief Financial Of-
ficer Ravi lyer, younger con-
sumers, especially Gen Z
shoppers, are changing
how people discover and
buy products online. He
said consumers are increas-
ingly moving away from tra-
ditional search-based shop-
ping and are finding prod-
ucts through social media
content and creators. Iyer
added that creators are be-
coming the new digital store-
fronts, influencing purchase
decisions through authentic
recommendations. The part-
nership, he said, gives cre-
ators a direct path to entre-
preneurship while helping
brands connect with con-
sumers through content that
feels natural rather than con-
ventional advertising.

FPIs Pump Rs.8,195 Crore Into
th Securltles After Tax Exemption

After the
Centre's move to attract for-
eign capital through ex-
empting interest income
and capital gains from gov-

New Delhi:

ernment securities, FPIs
have responded in kind. For-
eign portfolio investors (FPIs)
have invested Rs.8,794.743
crore in government securi-
ties under the Fully Acces-
sible Route (FAR) after the
Centre exempted them from
income tax on interest in-
come and capital gains aris-
ing from these investments.
Data from the Clearing Cor-
poration of India Ltd (CCIL)
shows that FPI holdings in
FAR securities rose to

Rs.3.32 trillion on Tuesday
from Rs.3.23 trillion on June
3, Press Trust of India re-
ported. FAR allows non-
resident investors to buy
specified Government of
India dated securities with-
out any investment ceil-
ings. Mataprasad Pandey,
vice-president at Arete
Capital, was cited as saying
that FPIs accounted for
nearly 75% of net purchases
in FAR G-secs during April
and May. He added that the
inflows strengthen India’s
case for inclusion in major
global bond indices, such as
Bloomberg’s sovereign
bond index, which had post-

poned its decision earlier
this year. On June 5, the
government amended the
Income Tax Act via ordi-
nance to provide retrospec-
tive tax exemption from April
1,2025, on interest and capi-
tal gains from government
securities held by FPIs. Pre-
viously, foreign investors
were subjecttoa 12.5% long-
term capital gains tax on
bonds held over 12 months,
and interest income at-
tracted a 20% withholding
tax. The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI), in its June mon-
etary policy statement, ex-
panded the FAR universe to
include all new 15-year, 30-
year, and 40-year govern-
ment securities and removed
limits on short-term invest-
ments, concentration, and
individual securities under
the general route. The RBI
said these steps, along with
government tax incentives,
should attract more foreign
capital for government bor-
rowing. These measures aim
to deepen India’s govern-
ment securities market, en-
courage greater global par-
ticipation, and strengthen
domestic debt financing.

Mumbai: India’s petro-
leum product exports to Af-
rica soared 110% in May
compared with the previous
month, as improved refin-
ery operations across Asia
increased supply availabil-

ity. The country shipped
370,000 barrels per day
(bpd) of refined products to
Africa, up from 176,000 bpd
in April, according to a re-
port by Moneycontrol cit-
ing data of commodity

analytics firm Kpler. Al-
though Asia remained
India’s largest export mar-
ket, shipments to the region
fell 34.4% to 406,000 bpd in
May from 619,000 bpd in
April. Nikhil Dubey, lead

analyst for refining at Kpler,
explained that this shift oc-
curred because higher refin-
ery runs in the broader
Asian region, coupled with
China’s crude demand hit-
ting a 10-year low, freed up

oil for other Asian refiners.
Exports to Europe surged
525% to 66,000 bpd, reflect-
ing changing global supply
dynamics. With better ac-
cess to feedstock, regional
refiners boosted through-

India’s Petroleum Exports To Africa Surge 110% In May On Higher Refinery Runs

put, reducing their need for
imported products and in-
fluencing India’s export de
stinations.India’s total refin
ed oil product exports stood
at 937,000 bpd in May, down
3.6% from April.
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