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EDITORIAL

What a burdenitis
to 'buy’ education!

The opening of schools from the 15th of this month is
making the hearts of students' parents race. They are
worried about how much they will have to spend on
school fees, other necessities, and transportation. There
are 14,000 private schools in the state of Telangana. There
are about 24 lakh students studying up to class 10. 74%
of them study in private schools. While 60% of the stu-
dents are in the Hyderabad area, more than half of them
are middle class and lower middle class. However, the
income of these families is less than Rs. 30 thousand to
Rs. 50 thousand per month. In these circumstances, how
can they afford to spend a few lakhs and educate their
children? Statistics show that Hyderabad city is second
in the country when it comes to collecting fees of pri-
vate schools. In 2017, the then BRS government formed
a committee with Professor Tirupati Rao as its chair-
man to regulate the fees of private schools in the state.
The committee proposed that managements could in-
crease fees by up to 10%, but that the government would
have to decide if it exceeded 15%. Although a report
was submitted to the then state government in 2020, it
remained pending. After the Congress government came
to power, discussions were held under the auspices of a
cabinet sub-committee on fee regulation in July 2024.
The Telangana Private and Unaided School Regulatory
and Monitoring Commission Draft Bill 2025 was sub-
mitted to the government. It proposed that school man-
agements should be allowed to increase fees by 8% ev-
ery two years, and government permission would be man-
datory if fees were to be increased by more than 9%.
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy advised the officials to
set up a state-level committee to regulate fees, and to
cancel the permission if fees are collected beyond the
norms and ensure that the relevant money is recovered
from the educational institutions. But so far, it has not

been implemented. With this, it seems that the burden of
fees will have to be borne this year too.

Currently, a student studying in the fifth grade in regu-
lar schools in the state had to pay an annual fee of up to
Rs. 70,000 last year, but from this year onwards, they
will have to pay up to Rs. 1.10 lakh. In corporate schools,
the fee, which was Rs. 2.75 lakh, has been increased to
Rs. 3.50 lakh. In one model school, fees of up to Rs. 1
lakh are also being charged. The management is saying
that the fees have to be increased due to the increase in
wages, provision of Al education, increase in laboratory
and infrastructure costs. The rates of school buses and
autos have also increased to take students to schools
and return them to their homes. They say that the mini-
mum fare per kilometer is Rs. 15,000 per month. Last
year, this fare was up to Rs. 10,000. The fares of school
buses have been increased by 30 to 60 percent. School
managements are claiming that diesel prices have in-
creased due to the impact of the US-Iran war, which is
why transportation fares are also having to be increased.

Now, the notebooks and workbooks sold in schools
have to be purchased at higher prices. Parents say that
some electronic gadgets are also being used for Al-re-
lated lessons. School managements are pressuring that
even a second-grade student needs Al education. Last
year, the fee was Rs. 90,000, but this year it is Rs. 1.30
lakh, and they have been charged Rs. 12,000 for some
software gadgets for this education, said a family from
Hyderabad. They are worried that they will have to go
into debt to cover all these expenses and have to use
credit cards. They are questioning how the common man
will be able to educate his children if the fees are in-
creasing without any hindrance every year. On this oc-
casion, it is necessary to mention what steps the Tamil
Nadu government has taken to curb the exploitation of
fees in private schools. Within a month of the TVK gov-
ernment coming to power, the Tamil Nadu Schools
(Regulation of Fees) Amendment Bill was unanimously
approved in the Assembly. A seven-member committee
was formed under the leadership of a retired High Court
judge. One member was provided from the parents' as-
sociation. The fees finalized by the committee will be in
force for three years. The proposals approved by the
government have to be clearly and clearly displayed on
the notice board, website and admission forms. If these
rules are violated, the recognition of schools will be can-
celled. The functioning of the Fee Determination Com-
mittee is completely different. This committee does not
decide a single general fee for all schools in the state of
Tamil Nadu. Instead, it examines each educational insti-
tution separately as per the Private Schools Act. It final-
izes the fee policy of that school based on the infrastruc-
ture, investment, salaries of teachers and daily running
costs of the respective schools. It is being said that if the
fee policy is decided in the same manner in Telangana
too, it will provide some relief to the parents.

Hormuz Is Reopening, But It May Never
Matter Quite The Same Way Again

US President Donald Trump
recently announced that the
US and Iran had reached a deal
and that the Strait of Hormuz
would be reopened soon. Com-
ing over three months after the
war started, however, many
countries have by now ex-
plored alternate pathways to
keep their economies running
and to hedge against future
disruptions.

The India-Omani Partner-
ship

India has been one of the
worst hit countries by this war,
in particular by the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, as much
of her energy imports from the
Middle East transit through
this critical waterway. While oil
and gas are the most important,
there are other major imports,
like fertilizers, that also transit
through Hormuz. Recently,
Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, revealed
that India's oil marketing com-
panies were losing Rs. 16,000
crore a day, something the re-
cent fuel price hikes aim to ad-
dress, to an extent. The rupee
has fallen to a historical low to
touch 95 to the dollar. Amidst
these shocks, the news that the
India-Omani Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) has been
actualised was met with much
glee. CEPA paves the way for
more buoyant trade with the
Oman Sultanate, especially fa-
cilitating Indian exports - a criti-
cal need for the economy cur-
rently. Most importantly, the
location of Oman is significant
now with all the tension around
the Strait of Hormuz. Oman is
located outside the Strait, di-
rectly on the Arabian Sea and
the Gulf of Oman, and thus,
goods can enter and exit its
ports of Salalah and Dugm eas-
ily without having to go
through Hormuz. Moreover,
India also had a historical pres-
ence at Dugm. India's imports
from Oman actually increased
by 246.4%, rising from USD 430
million to nearly USD 1.5 bil-
lion, driven by higher pur-
chases of crude oil and urea.
The countries are now seeking
to reactivate the proposal for
the Rs.40,000-crore Oman-
Gujarat deep-sea gas pipeline.
The 2,000-km subsea project

would bypass the Strait of
Hormuz, offering a potentially
safer and more direct route for
natural gas imports, hedging
against any similar disruptions
in future.

Oman's Sweet Spot

In fact, Oman is in a sweet
spot now with its location out-
side the Strait of Hormuz as
countries seek alternatives.
One fifth of the world's energy
supplies pass through Hormuz
from countries of the Gulf like
Saudi Arabia, Iraq, Kuwait,
Bahrain, and the UAE to mainly
Asian markets. Consequently,
Oman has increased its oil ex-
ports to unprecedented levels,
given that its ports are located
outside Hormuz, enabling it to
pump supplies to Asian mar-
kets. Beyond this, the gains
from customs declarations have
been remarkable. For example,
revenues from declarations for
shipments destined for Dubai
alone jumped from $270 million
in March to $2.16 billion in
April. More important is the
Sultanate's new positioning as
areliable hub for maritime and
air transport and shipping
through its ports and airports.
For instance, food exports to
Gulf countries through Hormuz
have also been disrupted. Cur-
rently, shipments are travelling
from Omani ports through the
Hatta border crossing between
Oman and the UAE and further
into the wider Gulf region and
markets. This will enable Oman
to reap continuous benefits
even after the Hormuz crisis
ends. It will also attract mas-
sive investments for strategic
road and railway projects link-
ing the Gulf states to Oman,
and oil and gas pipeline
projects that bypass the Strait
of Hormuz, like the one with
India. Oman will definitely aim
to preserve the economic and
geopolitical gains it achieved
in the war.

The Fujairah Terminal

Other countries, too, are
hedging. For many like the
UAE, whose economy depends
majorly on energy exports, it is
an existential threat. The world
has lost 1 billion barrels of oil
due to Iran's closure of the
Strait, according to Dr Sultan
Al Jaber, the UAE's Minister of
Industry and Advanced Tech-

nology. Therefore, the country
is now accelerating the con-
struction of the West-East oil
pipeline to double its oil export
capacity to 4 million barrels per
day by 2027 via the port of
Fujairah, which lies around 70
nautical miles outside the Strait
of Hormuz. The Fujairah Oil
Terminal FZC (FOT) is a pre-
mier, 1.177 million cubic meter
independent onshore storage
facility in the UAE, specialising
in crude oil and refined prod-
ucts. With the disruptions in
Hormugz, its strategic signifi-
cance for global supply
through it has increased mani-
fold. This is just as significant
for India, as the Fujairah oil ter-
minal can still send supplies to
us while also ramping up oil
production. According to data,
UAE oil exports to India rose
to around 619,000 barrels per
day in April this year, a 43%
increase from previous aver-
ages.

Saudi And Iraq Look Else-
where, Too

Saudi Arabia, OPEC's second
largest oil producer has, simi-
larly, diverted exports through
its port of Yanbu on the Read
Sea, via its East-West Pipeline.
It consists of twin pipes that
carry oil more than 1,200 km
from the Abqaiq oil field in the
Kingdom's Eastern Province to
Yanbu. Interestingly, this pipe-
line, also known as Petroline,
was built in 1981 during the
Iran-Iraq war as an emergency
route, with the singular objec-
tive of bypassing the Strait of
Hormuz to avoid any crisis
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there and promote energy se-
curity. That has now paid off,
with the pipeline reported to be
operating at full capacity. In
fact, Saudi exports of jet fuel to
Europe through Yanbu has ac-
tually increased after the war
broke out this year. Like them,
Iraq, another major oil pro-
ducer, is also diversifying. As
a major exporter through
Hormugz, the Strait's closure has
made it look elsewhere. It has
begun exporting oil through
Syria's Baniyas oil port, since
early April. Iraqi fuel crossed
through the Al-Tanf border
crossing into Syrian territory,
where from Baniyas on the Medi-
terranean coast Iraqi oil will make
its way to global markets. With
Syria's stabilisation and recon-
struction, this route is sure to
become a permanent one for at
least some of Iraq's oil exports
even after Hormuz reopens.

Two Unintended 'Beneficia-
ries’

An unhappy fallout of the
closure of Hormuz has been that
it is essentially Asian markets
that have been affected the
most. These relied most on
supplies through the strait,
unlike, say, Israel, which to-
gether with the US began the
war. While the US has benefited
from oil sales, countries like
India, Japan, South Korea have
been vulnerable to the Hormuz
crisis. They, too, have been
looking for alternatives and
have turned to non-traditional
sources. Two such "non-tra-
ditional" sources that have be-
come beneficiaries are

Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan. On
May 2, a Japan Times report
noted how a tanker carrying
some 45,000 kilolitres of crude
oil from Azerbaijan arrived at an
Eneos refinery in Yokohama,
quoting officials at Eneos. The
shipment of Azerbaijan oil ar-
rived in Japan for the first time
as it sought to diversify sup-
ply sources. Like India, Japan
had also imported mostly
Middle Eastern crude, and now
has also procured US and Rus-
sian oil. This marks a major shift
in its energy procurement as it
diversifies its supply chains. It
also stands to reason that once
Hormuz reopens, Japan will no
longer be totally reliant on the
supplies through that route, at
least not as much as pre-war
levels. It has now also turned
to Kazakhstan as an alternate
source, which, logistically, will
be cheaper for procurement
than Middle-Eastern supplies.
Kazakhstan has also become
abeneficiary of the Hormuz cri-
sis. The ;oss of Middle-Eastern
oil in global markets has trans-
lated into a surge in demand for
Kazakh oil, and disruption in tra-
ditional trade routes has meant
greater traffic along the
country's Middle Corridor or
the Trans-Caspian International
Transport Route, which
traverses through Central Asia,
the Caspian Sea, and the South
Caucuses to reach Turkey, Black
Sea and Mediterranean ports to
Europe. Kazakhstan has ramped
up supplies to European mar-
kets as well as to Japan and
countries like Bangladesh.

Why No 'Law' Can Bring Justice For 3
Indian Sailors Killed In US Attack

The tragic death of three In-
dian sailors in US attacks on a
ship as part of its blockade of
Iran has raised a storm of out-
rage, and not without reason.
Never has the US been more
unpopular in a country that
normally is extremely friendly
to Americans, even imitative of
their culture. There are few
equivalents in recent history of
the use of extreme violence
against civilian shipping,
where completely unarmed sail-
ors were targeted in what is not
even a declared war. This is a
dangerous trend. Others are
watching.

That Bland Announcement

The US Central Command
has since notified the hits. It
says it 'disabled' an oil tanker
in the Gulf of Oman on June 10
after it attempted to transport
Iranian oil. In other words, it
was in Omani waters, after "the
crew repeatedly failed to com-
ply with directions from US
forces". Two more were 'dis-
abled': Palau-flagged vessels
Marivex and Settebello were
hit, the first for attempting to
sail to an Iranian port and the
latter for "attempting" to trans-
port Iranian oil. That means it
was sailing empty, and was
specifically in Oman's waters.
Since the US is not at war with
Oman, the whole operation
needs to be examined in detail.
Let's break this situation up.

Laws Of Warfare

International laws of war lack
clarity especially since they

have evolved over time - what
is called customary interna-
tional law - in terms of actual
practice. True, a merchant ship
is generally seen as a civilian
entity with no links to an on-
going war. But Article 52(2) of
Additional Protocol I (AP I) to
the Geneva Conventions de-
fines military objectives as
"those objects which by their
nature, location, purpose or use
make an effective contribution
to military action and whose
total or partial destruction, cap-
ture or neutralization, in the cir-
cumstances ruling at the time,
offers a definite military advan-
tage". While this was appli-
cable to warfare on the whole,
certainly, it seems that in this
case, the sale of oil was crucial
to Iran's fighting capability, and
in this sense, it presented a le-
gitimate target.

The San Remo Manual,
widely regarded as the most
authoritative source for mari-
time law, pretty much restates
this in terms of enemy ships
but points out that a neutral
merchant vessel can be at-
tacked only if "reasonable
grounds" exist to assume that
it is breaching a blockade and
if it refuses to stop or clearly
resists visit, search, and cap-
ture. Whether the vessel in
question 'resisted' anything is
unclear, but overall, it seems
that the US was very much
within its rights to stop and
fire at ships that were certainly
breaching a blockade. The

Manual, however, also states
that "an attack shall not be
launched if it may be expected
to cause collateral casualties
or damage which would be ex-
cessive in relation to the con-

crete and direct military ad-
vantage anticipated from the
attack as a whole; an attack
shall be cancelled or sus-
pended as soon as it becomes
apparent that the collateral ca-
sualties or damage would be
excessive". Deaths of inno-
cent sailors are certainly ex-
cessive by any count. This is
especially so when the ship
could have been stopped with
just 'a shot across the bow' -
in old times, a harmless can-
non ball - that simply indicated
that the enforcing warship
meant business. Few shipping

captains would dare go
against a signal of that kind.
Worst case, a low calibre shot
could have been fired just to
its hull. Instead of that, as
CENTCOM states clearly, the
US aircraft fired "two Hellfire
missiles into the ship's engine
room after the crew repeatedly
failed to comply with direc-
tions from US forces". In other
words, the US overdid it, and
without a doubt.

Those Hundreds Of Sanc-
tions

There's worse. There is
nothing to indicate that US
ships tried to rescue sailors
who were in trouble. That was
left to the Omani authorities -
who did manage to rescue
most, barring three sailors
who lost their lives. All were

Indian. Maritime law requires
all to come to the rescue of
seamen in distress. That
guideline was ignored too.
Meanwhile, the US's accounts
have been challenged by the
firm that was operating the
tanker, stating that no such
warning was issued. That al-
legation is questionable. The
Tanker Trackers webpage
lists it as a typical shadow
fleet operator, swapping flags
at least six times in the past.
Even so, it was not a 'sanc-
tioned' entity, as mentioned
by some newsites; not even
US authorities have said so.
There is a question here that
needs to be answered, as to
why a ship that was not even
blacklisted by the attacking
party was hit at all.
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IICA Hosts National Conference on “Redefining India’s
Restructuring Ecosystem” to Mark a Decade of IBC and
Celebrates Convocation of PGIP 6th Batch

New Delhi: The Indian
Institute of Corporate Af-
fairs (IICA), under the Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs,
Govt of India, in partnership
with the Association of In-
solvency Professional En-
tities (AIPE), successfully
hosted the National Confer-
ence on “Redefining India’s
Restructuring Ecosystem: A
Decade of Learning — Direc-
tions for the Future” re-
cently at the Pradhan
Mantri Sangrahalaya Audi-
torium, Teen Murti Marg,
New Delhi. The event also
featured the Convocation
Ceremony of the 6th Batch
of the Post Graduate Insol-
vency Programme (PGIP),
IICA’s flagship academic
initiative for developing a
highly skilled cadre of insol-
vency professionals. Jus-
tice Ashok Bhushan, Chair-
person, National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT), Chief Guest of
the event, delivered the
Convocation Address and
reflected on the remarkable
journey of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code (IBC)

over the past decade. He
observed that the IBC is no
longer young, with its foun-
dational questions having
been authoritatively settled
through a decade of land-
mark jurisprudence. De-
scribing the period from
2016 to 2021 as the “era of
establishment” and the cur-
rent phase as the “era of
refinement,” he noted that
the Insolvency and Bank-
ruptcy Code (Amendment)
Act, 2026 reflects the matu-
rity of a legislation that con-
tinues to evolve through
practical experience and ju-
dicial guidance.Justice
Anupinder Singh Grewal,
President, National Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT),
delivered the Keynote Ad-
dress and traced the juris-
prudential evolution of the
IBC from its foundational
pronouncements before the
Hon’ble Supreme Court of
India to the increasingly
complex multi-party insol-
vency matters being adju-
dicated today. He empha-
sized the need for sustained
judicial and institutional

coordination to ensure
timely and value-maximising
resolution outcomes. He
also highlighted the impor-
tance of adopting the
UNCITRAL Model Law on
Cross-Border Insolvency
to strengthen India's posi-
tion as a trusted global re-
structuring destination.
Smt. Deepti Gaur Mukerjee,
IAS, Secretary, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, delivered
the Special Address and
described the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code as a
“behavioural revolution” in
India’s financial and corpo-
rate ecosystem. Highlight-
ing the transformative im-
pact of the Code, she noted
that nearly ?4 lakh crore has
been recovered through
resolution processes, with
creditors realizing approxi-
mately 170 per cent of liqui-
dation value. She further
observed that more than
32,000 cases have been
settled before formal admis-
sion, preserving credit
worth nearly ?14 lakh crore,
demonstrating the far-
reaching behavioural

changes brought about by
the Code. Referring to the
IBC (Amendment) Act,
2026, she described it as a
landmark generational re-
form that will further
strengthen India’s insol-
vency and restructuring
framework. Welcoming the
distinguished guests and
participants, Shri
Gyaneshwar Kumar Singh,
Director General & CEO,
IICA, highlighted the sig-
nificance of the Post Gradu-
ate Insolvency Programme,
offered through IICA’s
Centre for Insolvency and
Bankruptcy under the lead-
ership of Shri Sudhaker
Shukla. He noted that the
two-year full-time residen-
tial programme, designed
and approved by the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI), en-
ables graduates to register
as Insolvency Profession-
als in lieu of the conven-
tional ten-year experience
requirement. Across seven
batches, the programme has
built an alumni network of
239 professionals, many of
whom are actively handling
insolvency assignments as
registered Insolvency Pro-
fessionals. Drawing upon
his association with the In-
solvency and Bankruptcy
Code as former Joint Secre-
tary (Insolvency), Member
of the IBBI Governing
Board and Member Secre-
tary of the Insolvency Law
Committee, Shri Singh ob-
served that “a reform is only
as strong as the people
who carry it.” He reaffirmed

the Government’s commit-
ment to strengthening
India’s insolvency frame-
work through progressive
reforms in areas such as
cross-border insolvency,
pre-packaged resolutions
and digital enablement in
pursuit of the vision of Viksit
Bharat A major highlight of
the event was the Convo-
cation Ceremony of the 6th
Batch of the Post Graduate
Insolvency Programme
(PGIP), IICA's flagship
programme for developing
insolvency professionals. A
total of 40 students were
conferred degrees and cer-
tificates by the distin-
guished dignitaries present
on the dais, marking the
successful completion of
the programme by a new
cohort of professionals
equipped to contribute to
India's evolving insolvency
and restructuring ecosys-
tem. Recognising academic
excellence, the Institute
honoured the meritorious
students of the graduating
batch. Mr. Ashish Kumar
secured the First Position
and was awarded a cash
prize of ?50,000; Mr. Arun
Kumar secured the Second
Position and received a
cash prize of ?30,000; and
Ms. K Geetha Vaishnavi
secured the Third Position
and was awarded a cash
prize of 720,000. The awards
were sponsored by AZB &
Partners in recognition of
academic excellence and
professional merit. The
awardees were felicitated
for their outstanding aca-

demic performance, dedica-
tion, and commitment to
professional excellence
throughout the programme.
The National Conference
Souvenir, documenting the
evolution, jurisprudence
and impact of the IBC over
its first decade, was for-
mally released. The PM
Vidya Lakshmi merit-cum-
means scholarship for PGIP
students was announced,
ensuring that talent rather
than financial means deter-
mines access to premier in-
solvency education. The
One Nation One Subscrip-
tion (ONOS) platform was
also extended to IICA, pro-
viding faculty, researchers
and students seamless ac-
cess to leading global aca-
demic journals, legal data-
bases and knowledge re-
sources. These initiatives
further strengthen IICA’s
position as a premier insti-

tution for research, capacity
building and knowledge dis-
semination in the fields of
Insolvency and Bankruptcy,
Corporate Governance, Cor-
porate Social Responsibility
(CSR), Financial Manage-
ment, Business and Human
Rights (BHR), Environmen-
tal, Social and Governance
(ESG), and other areas of
Corporate Affairs. Follow-
ing the Convocation Cer-
emony, the National Confer-
ence proceeded with a se-
ries of highly engaging tech-
nical sessions and panel dis-
cussions featuring eminent
experts, policymakers, regu-
lators, judicial authorities,
insolvency professionals,
academicians and industry
leaders from India and
abroad. Conducted in a hy-
brid mode, the Conference
witnessed enthusiastic par-
ticipation from delegates at-
tending both in person and

Vlrtually, enabling broader
engagement and knowledge
exchange across the insol-
vency and restructuring
ecosystem. The Conference
featured four high-impact
thematic panel discussions
addressing critical dimen-
sions of India's evolving in-
solvency framework. Re-
nowned panellists from India
and overseas shared global
perspectives, international
best practices and practical
insights on insolvency law,
restructuring frameworks,
distressed asset markets,
cross-border insolvency and
technology-driven reforms.
The deliberations highlighted
the growing maturity of
India's insolvency regime
and underscored the impor-
tance of aligning domestic
reforms with global stan-
dards to support economic
growth, investor confidence
and ease of doing business.

$10 Billion to 190 Billion Bioeconomy: India’s Science
Story touches New Heights in 12 Years says Dr Jitendra Singh

New Delhi:
ence, technology and inno-
vation landscape has un-
dergone an unprecedented
transformation over the last
twelve years, marked by a
nearly twenty-fold expan-
sion of the bioeconomy, a
historic Moon landing near
the lunar south pole, rapid
growth of the space startup
ecosystem, revolutionary
improvements in weather
forecasting and the emer-
gence of indigenous tech-
nologies across strategic
sectors, Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Science & Technology,
Earth Sciences, and Minis-
ter of State in the Prime
Minister’s Office, Person-
nel, Public Grievances, Pen-
sions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh,
said today.

Addressing a press con-
ference on “12 Years of
Transformative Growth in
Science, Technology and
Innovation” at the SSB Au-
ditorium, CSIR Headquar-
ters, New Delhi, Dr Jitendra
Singh said science and tech-
nology have moved from
laboratories to the lives of
ordinary citizens and have
become a central pillar of
India’s development jour-
ney under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He said the growing
public interest in scientific
achievements itself reflects
the transformation that has
taken place during the last
decade. The press confer-
ence was attended by Dr N.
Kalaiselvi, Director General,

India’s sci-

CSIR and Secretary, DSIR &
Ministry of Earth Sciences;
Dr Rajesh Gokhale, Secre-
tary, Department of Bio-
technology; senior officials
from the Department of Sci-
ence & Technology, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology,
CSIR and Ministry of Earth
Sciences; and members of
the media.

Dr Jitendra Singh said
that today almost every
major flagship programme
of the Government is pow-
ered by technologies
emerging from India’s sci-
ence and technology eco-
system, reflecting the suc-
cess of an integrated,
whole-of-government ap-
proach. He said the
government’s emphasis on
innovation, global competi-
tiveness, industry partici-
pation and private-sector
engagement has acceler-
ated scientific outcomes
across sectors ranging from
healthcare and agriculture
to space, weather sciences,
infrastructure and energy.
Highlighting India’s bio-
technology revolution, the
Minister said the country’s
bioeconomy has grown
from nearly 10 billion US
dollars in 2014 to over 190
billion US dollars today,
with a target of reaching 300
billion US dollars by 2030.
He said India has emerged
as a global biotechnology
hub through indigenous
innovations in healthcare,
genomics, diagnostics and
biopharmaceuticals, sup-
ported by progressive poli-
cies such as the BioE3

framework. Dr Jitendra
Singh said India has also
strengthened its position in
advanced healthcare tech-
nologies through break-
throughs in areas such as
next-generation antibiotics,
affordable CAR-T cell
therapy, genomics and pre-
cision medicine. He noted
that the country is increas-
ingly developing solutions
not only for domestic
health challenges but also
for diseases and disorders
of global significance. Re-
ferring to the transformation
of CSIR, the Minister said
scientific institutions are
now more closely con-
nected with industry,
startups, farmers and local
communities than ever be-
fore. He highlighted the
success of programmes
such as the Aroma Mission,
which has created new live-
lihood opportunities and
helped thousands of farm-
ers, particularly in Hima-
layan regions, participate in
high-value agriculture. He
added that several CSIR-
developed technologies are
now being deployed at
scale in sectors including
infrastructure, clean energy,
healthcare and manufactur-
ing.

The Minister cited the
example of steel slag road
technology, which has con-
verted industrial waste into
a valuable national re-
source. He said roads built
using the technology have
demonstrated superior du-
rability, lower maintenance
costs and greater cost-ef-

fectiveness, leading to
wider adoption across the
country. Such examples, he
said, demonstrate how sci-
ence is contributing directly
to economic growth and
sustainable development.

On weather and climate
services, Dr Jitendra Singh
described the transforma-
tion of the India Meteoro-
logical Department as one
of the most significant
achievements of the last
twelve years. He noted that
India had only 17 weather
radars in 2014, compared to
nearly 50 operational radars
today, with another 50
planned under Mission
Mausam. He said the coun-
try has also expanded light-
ning detection systems,
forecasting networks and
rain-monitoring infrastruc-
ture on an unprecedented
scale. The Minister said
weather forecasting cover-
age has expanded from
around 300 cities to nearly
1,700 locations, while mod-
ern services such as
Nowcast are providing
highly localised short-term
forecasts that are helping
citizens, farmers and disas-
ter-management agencies
make informed decisions.
He said these improve-
ments have significantly
enhanced India’s disaster
preparedness and resil-
ience.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of India’s space sec-
tor, Dr Jitendra Singh said
reforms introduced over the
last few years have funda-
mentally changed the

country’s space ecosys-
tem. He noted that the num-
ber of space startups has
grown from single digits to
several hundred, while the
sector has emerged as a
major driver of innovation
and economic growth. Re-
ferring to the success of
Chandrayaan-3, the Minis-
ter said India demonstrated
its scientific capability to
the world by becoming the
first nation to achieve a
successful landing near the
Moon’s south pole. He said
the opening of the space
sector to private participa-
tion, coupled with institu-
tional reforms and industry
collaboration, has acceler-
ated the pace of innovation
and expanded opportuni-
ties for Indian entrepre-
neurs. Dr Jitendra Singh
said India is now moving
ahead with ambitious future
goals, including the estab-
lishment of the Bharatiya
Antariksh Station by 2035
and an Indian landing on
the Moon by 2040, while
preparations continue for
future human spaceflight
missions. The Minister also
described the opening of
the nuclear energy sector to
private participation as one
of the most significant
policy reforms undertaken
in recent years. He said the
move has generated strong
domestic and international
interest and is expected to
accelerate investment, inno-
vation and capacity cre-
ation in the strategic energy
sector. During the presen-
tations, Dr N. Kalaiselvi
highlighted major achieve-
ments of the Ministry of
Earth Sciences and CSIR,
including the expansion of
weather observation sys-
tems wunder Mission
Mausam, progress under
the Deep Ocean Mission,
development of indigenous
deep-sea technologies
such as Matsya 6000 and
Varaha, and the deployment
of impactful technologies in
agriculture, healthcare, in-

frastructure, energy and ru-
ral development. Dr Rajesh
Gokhale presented the
achievements of the De-
partments of Biotechnol-
ogy and Science & Tech-
nology, including the
growth of India’s biotech-
nology ecosystem, imple-
mentation of the BioE3
Policy, expansion of
startup and innovation
networks, advances in
genomics and healthcare
technologies, and landmark

initiatives such as the
Anusandhan National Re-
search Foundation
(ANRF), National Quan-
tum Mission, Research
Development and Innova-
tion (RDI) Fund, National
Supercomputing Mission
and the National
Geospatial Policy. Dr
Jitendra Singh said the
achievements of the last
twelve years demonstrate
how science, technology
and innovation have be-

come key enablers of
India’s rise as a global
knowledge-driven
economy. He said India’s
scientific progress is not
only strengthening strategic
and technological capabili-
ties but is also improving the
lives of citizens and creating
new opportunities for
growth, employment and
national development as the
country advances towards
the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047.

More than 300 retirees to
benefit from the
pre-retirement counselling workshop

New Delhi: The Depart-
ment of Pension and Pen-
sioners’ Welfare (DoPPW),
Ministry of Personnel, Pub-
lic Grievances and Pen-
sions, Government of India,
will organise the 59th Pre-
Retirement Counselling
(PRC) Workshop and the
13th Bankers’ Awareness
Programme for retiring Cen-
tral Government employees
of the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir tomor-
row 16th June, 2026 at
SKICC, Srinagar.Union
Minister of State (Indepen-
dent Charge) for Science &
Technology and Minister of
State in the Prime Minister’s
Office, Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
Dr. Jitendra Singh, will in-
augurate the programme.
The workshop is a step to-
wards the vision of the
Government to enhance the
“Ease of Living” for pen-
sioners and family pension-
ers. The department has
also introduced several pro-
gressive initiatives in pen-
sion policy and the
digitisation of pension-re-
lated processes. The event
is being organised by the
Department of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare in col-
laboration with various
Central Government Minis-

tries and Departments.
Around 300 Central Govern-
ment employees from
Jammu & Kashmir who are
due to retire within the next
12 months are expected to
participate. The programme
will include sessions on
Retirement Benefits, CGHS,
Cyber Security, Investment
modes, BHAVISHYA portal,
Integrated Pensioners Por-
tal, Family Pension,
CPENGRAMS, ANUBHAV
and Digital Life Certificate.
The Department will also
organise a Bankers’ Aware-
ness Programme in collabo-

ration with Jammu & Kash-
mir Bank. The programme is
aimed at creating awareness
among Pension Disbursing
Banks regarding pension
related rules and procedures
applicable to Central Gov-
ernment pensioners. An ex-
hibition of Pension Dis-
bursing Banks will also be
organised on the sidelines
of the workshop. Twelve
banks are expected to par-
ticipate and provide infor-
mation on pension related
banking services, pension
accounts and related finan-
cial products.

NHRC, India takes suo motu cognizance of
the reported death of a girl after being
attacked by stray dogs in the Rupnagar
district, Punjab

New Delhi: The National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), India has taken suo motu cognizance of a media
report that on 10th June 2026, an eight-year-old girl was mauled
to death by a pack of stray dogs in the Rupnagar district,
Punjab. Reportedly, the victim was playing outside her house
when the stray dogs attacked her. The Commission has ob-
served that the contents of the news report, if true, raise
issues of violation of human rights. Therefore, it has issued a
notice to the Punjab Chief Secretary, calling for a detailed
report on the matter within two weeks. It is expected to in-
clude action taken by the authorities. According to the media
report, carried on 1 1th June 2026, the local residents rescued
the victim and rushed her to the PGIMER in Chandigarh, but
she succumbed to the injuries on the way. Reportedly, the
victim belonged to an economically vulnerable family.
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Building Viksit Bharat from Ground Up:
12 Years of Panchayat Reforms and Innovation

New Delhi: In the last
twelve years, India has
seen significant transforma-
tion and progress in rural
India marking a significant
phase in the strengthening
of Panchayati Raj Institu-
tions (PRIs) as effective in-
stitutions of self-govern-
ment. Guided by the vision
of building capable, ac-
countable and financially
empowered Panchayats,
the Ministry of Panchayati
Raj has undertaken a series
of initiatives that have deep-
ened democratic decentrali-
zation, expanded digital
governance, strengthened
local planning, enhanced
fiscal devolution and pro-
moted inclusive develop-
ment for rural citizens
across the country.

Focus on Capacity Build-
ing & Digitalization

A major focus has been
on strengthening institu-
tional capacity. Under the
Rashtriya Gram Swaraj
Abhiyan (RGSA), intro-
duced in 2018-19 and re-
vamped from 2022-23, train-
ing and capacity building
of 4.10 crore Panchayat
elected representatives and
functionaries (cumulative)
of more than 2.70 lakh
Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs) at all three tiers have
been completed — a feat of
institutional outreach with-

out parallel in the history of
rural governance. The
RGSA has also been the
backbone for capacity
building of women elected
representatives, PESA
training, and a range of gov-
ernance skilling initiatives.
Under RGSA, more than
33.55 lakh women elected
representatives have been
trained from FY 2022-23 to
FY 2025-26 alone, equipping
them with knowledge of
Panchayat functioning,
service delivery, and lead-
ership. To improve the func-
tioning of Panchayats, sub-
stantial investments have
been made in strengthening
local governance infrastruc-
ture. More than 25,100 Gram
Panchayat Buildings and
over 61,000 computers have
been provided under RGSA
and the revamped RGSA,
enhancing both the physi-
cal and digital capacities of
Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Simultaneously, the Gram
Panchayat Development
Plans (GPDPs) has been in-
stitutionalized as the pri-
mary instrument of partici-
patory village planning,
with development plans be-
ing prepared and imple-
mented across more than
2.55 lakh Gram Panchayats.
The digital integration of
GPDPs through the e-
GramSwaraj platform has

further improved transpar-
ency and accessibility of
local development plan-
ning.

One of the most transfor-
mative initiatives of the pe-
riod has been the
SVAMITVA Scheme. Since
its launch in 2020, the
scheme has enabled drone-
based surveys of inhabited
rural areas and facilitated
the distribution of approxi-
mately 3.18 crore property
ownership cards across
1.92 lakh villages, as on 10th
June 2026. By providing for-
mal records of property
ownership, the scheme has
helped reduce property dis-
putes, improved access to
institutional credit and
strengthened the revenue
potential of Panchayats.
The Ministry has also led a
digital transformation of ru-
ral local governance
through the e-GramSwaraj
platform, which has digi-
tized planning, budgeting,
accounting and financial
management processes
across Panchayats. More
than 2.59 lakh Panchayats
have been onboarded onto
the e-Panchayat ecosys-
tem, while integration with
the Public Financial Man-
agement System (PFMS)
has enabled real-time finan-
cial monitoring and online
payments. As of 10th June

2026, online transactions
amounting to over ?3.16
lakh crores have been pro-
cessed through the inte-
grated platform, signifi-
cantly improving transpar-
ency and accountability in
Panchayat finances. Citizen
participation has been
strengthened through the
Meri Panchayat App, which
connects rural residents
with their local governments
and provides access to in-
formation on development
works, Panchayat meetings
and public assets. The ap-
plication has recorded more
than one crore downloads,
emerging as an important
tool for citizen-centric gov-
ernance.

Strengthening Local Fi-
nances

The Ministry has also
played a significant role in
advancing fiscal decentrali-
zation. During the Fifteenth
Finance Commission award
period (2020-26), grants
amounting to ?2.82 lakh
crore, representing 94.98
percent of the total alloca-
tion, were released to Rural
Local Bodies. This consti-
tutes the highest-ever re-
lease percentage under any
Finance Commission award
cycle and reflects the grow-
ing emphasis on empower-
ing Panchayats with finan-
cial resources necessary for

local development. Building
upon this momentum, for
the award period 2026-27 to
2030-31, the Sixteenth Fi-
nance Commission has rec-
ommended a total grant of
?4,35,236 crore for duly con-
stituted Rural Local Bodies,
which represents an in-
crease of nearly 84% com-
pared to the allocations
made under the Fifteenth
Finance Commission. This
enhanced allocation under-
lines a strong commitment
to fiscal empowerment of
Panchayati Raj Institutions
and improved delivery of
essential services at the
grassroots level. Recogniz-
ing the importance of finan-
cial self-reliance,
SAMARTH Panchayat Por-
tal and the Atmanirbhar
Panchayat Program to
strengthen Own Source
Revenue (OSR) mobiliza-
tion by Panchayats has
been launched. The digital
platform provides end-to-
end tools for revenue as-
sessment, demand genera-
tion and collection, en-
abling Panchayats to move
towards greater fiscal au-
tonomy and sustainable lo-
cal governance.

Al Transforming Rural
Governance

In April 2025, Panchayat
Advancement Index (PAI)
was introduced as a com-

prehensive framework for
assessing Panchayat per-
formance against the nine
themes of Localised Sus-
tainable Development
Goals (LSDGs). Covering
over 2.59 lakh Gram
Panchayats, the Index has
emerged as an important
instrument for evidence-
based planning, monitoring
and performance
benchmarking at the
grassroots level. Ministry’s
PAI project has been
awarded the gold prize at
National Awards for e-Gov-
ernance (NAeG) 2026 under
the Digital Transformation
by Use of Data Analytics in
Digital Platforms by Central
Ministries/States/UTs cat-
egory. The Ministry has
also pioneered the applica-
tion of Artificial Intelligence
in local governance
through SabhaSaar, an Al-
enabled platform launched
in August 2025 for auto-
matic generation of Gram
Sabha Minutes of Meet-
ings in 23 Indian languages.
More than 1.35 lakh
Panchayats have used the
platform since its launch,
generating over three lakh
Minutes of Meetings and
significantly improving the
transparency and accessi-
bility of Gram Sabha pro-
ceedings. In October 2024,
the Ministry launched

India’s  first  Gram
Panchayat-level weather
forecasting initiative in
collaboration with the In-
dia Meteorological De-
partment and the Ministry
of Earth Sciences. The ini-
tiative provides
Panchayat-level weather
forecasts and hourly
weather information
through digital platforms,
helping farmers and rural
communities make in-
formed decisions and pre-
pare for weather-related
events.

Empowerment  of
Tribals, Women & Youth

The Ministry has also
undertaken several initia-
tives to strengthen imple-
mentation of  the
Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act,
1996 (PESA). These in-
clude the development of
seven specialized training
manuals translated into
tribal languages, the
launch of a dedicated
PESA-GPDP Portal, estab-
lishment of a Centre of Ex-
cellence for PESA and the
introduction of the
country’s first PESA Rank-
ing framework. Together,
these initiatives have
strengthened tribal self-
governance and improved
the implementation of
PESA provisions across

Scheduled Areas. Women-
led development has re-
mained a central pillar of
the Ministry’s efforts. The
Sashakt Panchayat-Netri
Abhiyan, launched in
2025, has focused on en-
hancing leadership, com-
munication and gover-
nance capacities among
elected women representa-
tives. 744 Model Women
Friendly Gram Panchayats
were identified across
States and Union Territo-
ries and Nirbhay Raho
Campaign was launched to
promote women’s safety,
leadership and participa-
tion in local governance
through targeted capacity-
building initiatives. The
Model Youth Gram Sabha
(MYGS) initiative,
launched in October 2025,
introduces students to
grassroots democracy
through simulated Gram
Sabha proceedings in
schools. Covering 619
Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalayas, 200 Eklavya
Model Residential Schools,
and selected Government
schools, the initiative en-
gaged over 29,000 students
across 819 residential
schools in 2025, fostering
civic awareness, democratic
participation, and leadership
among the youth in line with
NEP2020.

Union Minister for MSME Shri Jitan Ram Manjhi and
Bihar Chief Minister Shri Samrat Choudhary Lay
Foundatlon Stone for Technology Centre, Gaya Ji

Rl W N,
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UNew Delhi: Union Min-
ister for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises, Shri
Jitan Ram Manjhi and the
Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri
Samrat Choudhary, laid the
Foundation Stone for the
upcoming Technology
Centre at Khizarsarai, Gaya
Ji, Bihar. The ceremony
commenced with a tradi-
tional Bhoomi Pujan
(ground-breaking cer-
emony), marking the begin-
ning of a landmark project
aimed at strengthening the
MSME ecosystem and in-
dustrial infrastructure in the
region. The event was at-
tended by senior officials
from the Ministry of MSME
and the Ministers from
Government of Bihar, along
with representatives from
industry and local stake-
holders. Union Minister for
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Shri Jitan Ram
Manjhi highlighted the im-
portance of TC Gayaji in
providing technology sup-
port to MSMEs of not only
Bihar but also
neighbouring States. He
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is working
towards establishing tech-
nology-driven centres
across the country. He also
stated that what once
seemed impossible has
been made possible with
the establishment of the
Technology Centre in Gaya
Ji. The centre is expected to
train around 7,000 trainees
and will play a crucial role
in skill development and
employment generation.
Chief Minister of Bihar, Shri

Samrat Choudhary thanked
the public and for guests
present on the auspicious
occasion of the foundation
stone laying ceremony. He
expressed his gratitude to
the Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi for provid-
ing the opportunity to es-
tablish such Technology
Centres across the country.
He said that it was a matter
of pride to inaugurate a cen-
tre that would play a trans-
formative role in skill devel-
opment and employment
generation. Highlighting
the contribution of the
MSME sector, he said that
the Ministry of MSME is
creating significant employ-
ment opportunities and
strengthening the founda-
tion of self-reliance. He em-
phasized that this is the time
for Bihar to transform and
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move forward with determi-
nation and hard work. He
remarked that the vision of
a Viksit Bharat can be
achieved only when people
gain employment and en-
hance their skills through
technology and innova-
tion. Shri Bharat Khera, Sec-
retary, Ministry of MSME
stated that the Ministry of
MSME is establishing
Technology Centres and
Extension Centres across
various States/UTs of the
country. Recently, TC at
Bihar, Patna was inaugu-
rated and now TC at Gaya
ji will be established. Dr.
Rajneesh, Additional Sec-
retary and Development
Commissioner, Ministry of
MSME, outlined the
progress made in MSME
sector in India and pro-
vided an overview of the

MSME sector in Bihar and
the Technology Centre
(TC), Gaya Ji. The Technol-
ogy Centre, Gaya Ji, will be
established at Khizarsarai,
Gaya Ji, with a total invest-
ment of ?170 crore, com-
prising approximately ?86
crore for civil works and
784 crore for plant and ma-
chinery. The Centre will
cater to the key sectors of
General Engineering,
Heavy Engineering, and
Textile Testing, providing
advanced technological
support, testing facilities,
and skill development ser-
vices. It will serve MSMEs
across the districts of Gaya
Ji, Aurangabad, Nawada,
Nalanda, Jehanabad and
Munger, enabling them to
enhance productivity, fos-
ter innovation, and
strengthen their competi-
tiveness in both domestic
and global markets. The
Centre aims to train 7,000
trainees annually through
short-term and long-term
industry-oriented
programmes aligned with
current and emerging in-
dustry requirements. It will
also support more than
1,000 local MSMEs every
year through tooling ser-
vices and job work. Serv-
ing as a major catalyst for
industrial growth in south-
ern Bihar, TC Gaya Ji will
help bridge technology
gaps, facilitate the integra-
tion of local MSME:s into
global supply chains and
strengthen the economy of
the historic Magadh region.

A Splash Of Water, Then A Fatal
Attack: Man Killed In Nagpur

Nagpur:A young man
was allegedly stabbed to
death in Nagpur after an ar-
gument that police said be-
gan when water acciden-
tally splashed onto another
person while he was wash-
ing his hands after
breakfast. According to po-
lice, the victim, Yogesh
Sahu, was washing his
hands after breakfast when
some water accidentally
splashed onto another per-
son present at the spot.

An argument reportedly
broke out between the two
sides over the incident. Po-

lice said the dispute esca-
lated, and seven people al-
legedly attacked Yogesh
with knives, inflicting mul-
tiple injuries. He died at the
scene.The accused fled af-
ter the incident. Acting on
information, the Kalamna
Police registered a case and
launched an investigation.
Police have arrested all
seven accused, including a
woman and a minor, in con-
nection with the murder.
The arrested accused
have been identified as
Shubham Pilare, Rajesh
Pilare, Sarita Pilare, Shivani

Prafull
Shubhangi Bote and a mi-
nor.

Police are carrying out
further investigation and
legal proceedings in the
case.

Pilare, Bote,

Guwahati Airport's Terminal 2 Named
Among World's Most Beautlful Airports

In a major global recogni-
tion for Assam and the
Northeast, the new Termi-
nal 2 of Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Air-
port (LGBIA) has been
named among the World's
Most Beautiful Airports
2026 by the prestigious Prix
Versailles architecture and
design awards. The honour
places Guwahati Airport
among a select group of air-
ports worldwide recognised
for combining architectural
excellence, sustainability,
innovation and an en-
hanced passenger experi-
ence. It also marks another
milestone for Adani Airport
Holdings Limited (AAHL),
which operates the airport.
The newly built terminal
has been praised for a de-
sign that reflects the iden-
tity of the Northeast. In-
spired by the Bamboo Or-
chid, a symbol of the
region's biodiversity, the
structure blends modern
architecture with local cul-
tural influences. The termi-
nal also incorporates sus-
tainable and environmen-
tally conscious features,
aiming to create a world-
class travel experience
while celebrating Assam's
heritage. Strategically lo-

cated, Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Air-
port serves as an important
gateway connecting the
Northeast with the rest of
India and international des-
tinations. Its inclusion in the
prestigious global list is ex-
pected to strengthen
Assam's image as a grow-
ing centre for tourism, trade
and connectivity while
showcasing the region's
modern infrastructure on
the international stage.
Guwabhati Airport was not
the only Adani-operated
facility to receive the
honour. The newly inaugu-
rated Navi Mumbai Interna-
tional Airport also secured
aplace on the World's Most
Beautiful Airports 2026 list.
The airport was recognised

for its lotus-inspired archi-
tecture, integration of ad-
vanced technology and
passenger-focused design.
The annual Prix Versailles
awards, presented at
UNESCO headquarters in
Paris, recognise airports
and terminals that success-
fully combine architectural
quality, operational effi-
ciency, sustainability and
cultural identity. The 2026
list features airports from
several countries, including
China, Germany, Cambodia
and the United States. Re-
acting to the recognition,
Adani Airport Holdings
Limited said the award re-
flects its commitment to
building world-class avia-
tion infrastructure that im-
proves connectivity, en-

hances the passenger expe-
rience and supports eco-
nomic growth. The com-
pany said its airports are
designed not only as trans-
port hubs but also as gate-
ways that showcase local
culture while meeting inter-
national standards. Adani
Airport Holdings Limited
currently operates eight air-
ports across India, includ-
ing Guwahati, Mumbai,
Ahmedabad, Jaipur,
Lucknow, Mangaluru,
Thiruvananthapuram and
Navi Mumbai. For Assam,
the international recogni-
tion is being seen as a sig-
nificant achievement, high-
lighting how modern infra-
structure can preserve local
heritage while earning a
place on the global stage.

On Camera, Cockroach Janta Party Founder
Slapped Repeatedly At Jaipur Protest

Cockroach Janta
Party founder
Abhijeet Dipke, who
has repeatedly
insisted that the
protests held by his
movement will be
non-violent, found
himself at the re-
ceiving end of vio-
lence on Monday
after he was slapped
repeatedly by at
least two people
while he was partici-
pating in a protest in
Jaipur. The Cock-
roach Janta Party
(CJP) had declared
during a protest in
Delhi on June 6 that
the organisation
would hold similar
demonstrations
across the country
unless Education
Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan resigned
within a week over
NEET and other
paper leaks and
alleged systemic
issues related to
education. On Mon-
day, the , which
started as a satirical
party, held a demon-
stration at the
Shaheed Smarak in
Jaipur to protest the
leaks, education
issues and unem-
ployment. Videos
show Dipke being
carried on the shoul-
ders of supporters
when a man pulls him
by a cloth he was
wearing around his
neck. He and an-
other man then slap
and hit the CJP
founder repeatedly
before being taken

aside and thrashed
by Dipke's support-
ers. Reacting to the
assault, Dipke took
to X to say that the
CJP will not be
deterred and will
continue to hold
peaceful protests.

"Physical attacks
are a sign of fear
and cowardice. We
will continue to raise
our voices peace-
fully. I am a follower
of Gandhi and
Ambedkar, and I will
keep fighting this
battle with peace
and love. PS:
Dharmendra Pradhan
must resign!" he
wrote.

Police Action

Police officials said
six people have been
detained and are

being questioned at
the Vidhayakpuri
police station.

"The identities of
the people and their
motive behind the
attack are yet to be
established. Their
names, addresses,
and other details are
being recorded. An
investigation has
been launched and
the entire sequence
of events is being
examined," said an
official The CJP had
not received permis-
sion to hold the
protest until Sunday
night, but a condi-
tional approval was
given later. The
conditions included
that no more than
800 people would
participate.
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Laggle Signs 5-Year Deal With Crompton Greaves,
Employee Expense Management Platform To Be Rolled Qut

(@ Zaggle

Spends Simplified.

BHEL Receives DUC LNTP For 800
MW Durgapur Project, Advance
Engineering Order Worth Over
Rs.90 Crore Awarded

Stock Markets End Lower As US-Iran
Tensions, Rs.2,125 Crore HI Outflows
Weigh On Investor Sentiment

US-IRAN
TENSIONS

SENSEX
13,832.55

Mumbai : Equity bench-
mark indices Sensex and
Nifty ended lower, as in-
vestors remained cautious
amid rising tensions be-
tween the US and Iran.
Unabated foreign fund
outflows and a spike in US
inflation also led to muted
trading in the markets, ac-
cording to analysts.

Market Performance
Overview

In a volatile trade, the 30-
share BSE Sensex declined
150.63 points, or 0.20 per
cent, to settle at 73,832.55.
During the day, the bench-
mark hita high of 74,394.34
and alow of 73,518.75, gy-
rating 875.59 points. The 50-
share NSE Nifty edged
lower by 53.35 points, or
0.23 per cent, to end at
23,161.60. Intraday, the
benchmark index reached a
high 0f23,327.45 and a low
0f23,072.05.

Sectoral Movers

NIFTY

23,161.60

Among the Sensex firms,
Infosys, HCL Tech, Adani
Ports, Bajaj Finance, Eternal
and Bharat Electronics were
the biggest laggards.
Mahindra & Mahindra,
ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank and Sun
Pharma were among the
winners. "Indian equities
witnessed another highly
volatile session today, with
benchmark indices staging
a strong recovery from
opening losses before sur-
rendering gains in the sec-
ond half of the day,"
Hariprasad K, Research
Analyst and Founder, Live-
long Wealth, said.

Global Cues And For-
eign Flows

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, traded one per
cent lower at USD 92.16 per
barrel. Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
Indian equities worth Rs
2,124.98 crore on Wednes-

day, according to exchange
data. In Asian markets,
South Korea's Kospi and
Japan's Nikkei 225 ended
marginally higher, while
Shanghai's SSE Composite
index and Hong Kong's
Hang Seng settled lower.
Markets in Europe were
trading higher. US markets
ended significantly lower
on Wednesday. "IT stocks
lagged amid concerns that
stronger US inflation could
delay interest rate cuts and
keep global financial condi-
tions tight," Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit In-
vestments Limited, said.

Previous Session Recap

The Sensex trimmed most
of'its intraday gains during
the fag-end of trading and
settled 64.42 points, or 0.09
per cent, higher at
73,983.18. The Nifty, how-
ever, dipped 27.15 points, or
0.12 per cent, to end at
23,214.95.

Rupee Opens At 95.52 Per Dollar, Know- Why Is
Pressure Rising On The Indian Currency & What
Are Asian Currencies Signalling?

Mumbai: The Indian ru-
pee continued to face pres-
sure on June 11, 2026, open-
ing weaker against the US
dollar. The domestic cur-
rency opened at 95.52 per
dollar, down by 25 paise
from its previous closing
level of 95.27. This marks
the second consecutive
day of weakness in the ru-
pee and has increased con-
cerns among investors, im-
porters and businesses that
rely heavily on foreign cur-
rency transactions.

Why Is The Rupee Under
Pressure?

Currency market experts
say the main reason behind
the pressure is the strength
of the US dollar. When the
dollar becomes stronger,
currencies of emerging
economies often come un-
der pressure. India is par-
ticularly sensitive because
it imports a large portion of
its crude oil and several
other essential commodi-
ties. A stronger dollar
makes imports more expen-
sive, increasing demand for
dollars and putting addi-
tional pressure on the ru-
pee.

What Is Happening To

9x A
The Japanese Yen?

The Japanese yen, one of
Asia’s most important cur-
rencies, also remained weak
against the dollar. On June
11, USD/JPY was trading
around 160.48, showing a
slight decline in the yen.
Looking at the broader
trend, the yen has weak-
ened by 1.81 per cent over
the past month and by 11.85
per cent over the last 12
months. This suggests that
global investors continue
to view the US dollar as a
safer investment option.

China’s Yuan Tells A Dif-
ferent Story

China’s yuan presented a
different picture. USD/CNY
was trading near 6.7781,
with the yuan showing mi-
nor weakness during the
day. However, over the past
month, the yuan has
strengthened by 0.19 per
cent against the dollar and
has gained 5.51 per cent
over the past year. This in-
dicates that despite short-
term pressure, China’s cur-
rency has remained rela-
tively stable in the longer
term.

How Did Other Asian
Currencies Perform?

Asian currencies showed
mixed trends during the
day. The Singapore dollar,
South Korean won, Taiwan
dollar and Thai baht weak-
ened slightly against the US
dollar. On the other hand,
the Philippine peso and
Malaysian ringgit recorded
modest gains. Market data
also suggested some rela-
tive strength in the Indian
rupee compared with a few
regional currencies, despite
its weaker opening against
the dollar.

What Does This Mean
For Investors?

A weaker rupee can ben-
efit export-oriented sectors
such as IT and pharmaceu-
ticals because their dollar
earnings become more
valuable when converted
into rupees. However, in-
dustries dependent on im-
ports, including oil market-
ing companies and airlines,
may face higher costs. Stu-
dents planning to study
abroad, international trav-
ellers and companies mak-
ing dollar payments may
also feel the impact. For
now, the key takeaway is
that dollar strength is af-
fecting several.

Mumbai: Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited (BHEL)
has received a Limited No-
tice to Proceed (LNTP) from
Damodar Valley Corpora-
tion (DVC), Kolkata, for the
1x800 MW Durgapur
Supercritical Thermal Power
Station project. The com-
pany disclosed the devel-
opment through a stock ex-
change filing dated June 11,
2026. According to the fil-
ing, the LNTP allows BHEL
to start advance engineer-
ing activities and place or-
ders for critical long-lead
items required for the main
plant package of the
project. The package in-
cludes key equipment such
as the boiler, turbine and
generator. BHEL said it had
emerged as the successful
bidder in DVC's tender for
the main plant package of

the 800 MW thermal power

project. The LNTP was re-
ceived on June 10, 2026.
The company said the
LNTP will remain valid for
10 months. The formal or-
der for the supply and ex-
ecution of the main plant
package is expected to be
awarded by DVC after
completion of  this
period.The project was
awarded through an inter-
national competitive bid-
ding process, while the
awarding entity, DVC, is a
domestic organisation.
BHEL disclosed that the
value of the LNTP is more
than Rs 90 crore, excluding
GST. The company clarified
that the transaction does
not fall under related-party
transactions, although both
BHEL and DVC are public
sector undertakings.

EPF Members Get Rs.7 Lakh
Insurance Cover Free, Know -
EDLI Eligibility, Claim Pro-
cess & Key Rules
EPF EDLI X7 lakh

Insurance Cover

Mumbai: Many salaried
employees may not know
that their Employees'
Provident Fund (EPF)
account also provides a
free life insurance cover of
up to Rs 7 lakh. This
benefit is available under
the Employees Deposit
Linked Insurance (EDLI)
Scheme, which is managed
by the Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO).
Under this scheme,
employees do not need to
buy a separate insurance
policy or pay any addi-
tional premium. The
insurance cover remains
active as long as the
employee is covered
under EPF and remains in
service.

What Is the EDLI
Scheme?

The EDLI Scheme is a
government-backed life
insurance programme
designed to provide
financial support to an
employee's family in case
of the employee's death
while in servicelf an EPF
member dies during
employment, the nominee
or legal heir receives a
lump-sum insurance
payout. This benefit is
automatically linked to the
employee's EPF member-
ship. There are no medical
tests, extra paperwork or
separate enrolment
requirements for employ-
ees.

Who Can Claim the
Benefit?

To receive EDLI
benefits, the employee
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must have been actively
employed and covered
under EPF at the time of
deathThe employer
should have been making
EPF contributions against
a valid Universal Account
Number (UAN). Experts
also advise employees to
regularly update nomina-
tion details with EPFO. If
no nominee has been
registered, legal heirs may
need to submit additional
documents to establish
their claim.

How Much Money Can
the Family Receive?

The maximum EDLI
payout is Rs 7 lakhThe
amount is calculated using
two components. The first
is 35 times the employee's
average monthly wage,
subject to the prescribed
salary ceiling. The second
is a bonus linked to the
average PF balance,
subject to a limit. The
scheme also offers a
minimum benefit of Rs 2.5
lakh. In certain low-
balance cases, eligible
families can still receive a
minimum payout of Rs
50,000.

How to Claim EDLI
Benefits?

Nominees or legal heirs
must submit Form 5 IF, the
death certificate, KYC
documents, bank account
details and other required
documents to EPFO
through the employer or
directly. Keeping nomina-
tion details updated and
informing family members
about the employee's.

Mumbai: Zaggle Prepaid
Ocean Services Limited has
entered into an agreement
with Crompton Greaves
Consumer Electricals Lim-
ited, strengthening its pres-
ence in the corporate ex-
pense management and
employee benefits segment.
The company informed
stock exchanges about the
development on June 11,
2026.

Five-Year Agreement

According to the disclo-
sure, the agreement was ex-
ecuted on June 10, 2026.
Under the partnership,
Zaggle will provide its
“Zaggle Save” platform to
Crompton Greaves Con-
sumer Electricals. The solu-
tion is designed to support

employee expense manage-
ment and benefits adminis-
tration. The agreement will
remain in force for a period
of five years.

Contract Value Not
Fixed

The company stated that
the value of the agreement
cannot be determined at this
stage. Revenue from the
contract will depend on the
number of active users on
the platform and the actual
spending undertaken by
users over time. As a result,
the total consideration from
the agreement is variable
and linked to usage levels.

Domestic Agreement

Zaggle said the contract
has been awarded by a do-
mestic entity and is domes-

tic in nature. The company
also clarified that neither its
promoters nor promoter
group entities have any in-
terest in Crompton Greaves
Consumer Electricals. Fur-
ther, the agreement does
not fall under related-party
transactions.

Focus On Enterprise So-
lutions

The latest partnership is
expected to help Zaggle ex-
pand the adoption of its
software-as-a-service
(SaaS) offerings among
large corporate clients. The
company continues to fo-
cus on providing digital
solutions for employee
benefits, expense manage-
ment and corporate spend-
ing programmes.

Ethanol Tax Relief Boosts Sugar Stocks,
Balrampur Ghini, Dhampur Sugar And
Dwarikesh Sugar Gain Up To 4%

Mumbai: Sugar and etha-
nol-related stocks wit-
nessed strong buying inter-
est after the Central Gov-
ernment announced excise
duty exemptions on higher
ethanol-blended petrol vari-
ants. The exemption applies
to E22, E25, E27 and E30 fuel
grades. The decision aims
to encourage greater use of
ethanol and support India’s
biofuel programme. The
government has removed
Basic Excise Duty, Special
Additional Excise Duty,
Road and Infrastructure
Cess, and Agriculture Infra-
structure and Development
Cess on these fuel variants.
Industry experts believe the
tax exemption will make
high-ethanol fuel more cost-
effective and attractive for
oil marketing companies,
fuel retailers and consumers.
Lower taxes could improve
the competitiveness of etha-
nol-blended petrol and help
increase its adoption across
the country. Market partici-
pants also expect the deci-
sion to improve demand for
ethanol production in the
coming years. According to
industry estimates, ethanol
production facilities are op-
erating at around 50 percent
capacity. Increased demand
could help improve capac-
ity utilisation and profitabil-

ity for producers.

Positive For Sugar Com-
panies

The policy is seen as par-
ticularly beneficial for sugar
companies that have in-
vested heavily in ethanol
production over the past
few years. Many sugar mills
expanded their distillery ca-
pacities in line with the
government’s ethanol
blending targets. Higher
demand for ethanol can help
these companies generate
additional revenue beyond
their traditional sugar busi-
ness. The development is
expected to improve returns
on investments made in
ethanol-related infrastruc-
ture and strengthen long-
term earnings prospects.

Sugar Stocks Register
Strong Gains

The stock market re-
sponded positively to the
announcement. Balrampur
Chini's share price rose
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about 2.4 percent to Rs
549.5 during trading.
Dhampur Sugar gained
around 2.8 percent, while
Dwarikesh Sugar advanced
nearly 3.7 percent to Rs 45.2.
Investors viewed these
companies as key benefi-
ciaries of any future in-
crease in ethanol demand.
Praj Industries Sees
Mixed Market Reaction
Praj Industries, which
provides ethanol produc-
tion technology and
bioenergy solutions, is also
expected to benefit from
higher investments in distill-
eries and biofuel projects.
However, despite opening
higher, the stock gave up its
gains and was trading
around 0.2 percent lower at
Rs 343 during Thursday’s
session. Analysts believe
the company could still gain
in the long term if ethanol-
related investments acceler-
ate across the industry.

Hiliks Technologies Bags Rs.37.75 Crore
Railway Subcontract, Pending Order Book
Rises To Rs.70 Crore

& HILIKS

Tfechnologies Ltd

Mumbai: Hiliks Technolo-
gies Limited has received a
subcontract order worth Rs
37.75 crore for railway infra-
structure works. The com-
pany disclosed the develop-
ment through a regulatory fil-
ing dated June 11,2026.

Work Related to Railway
Doubling Project

The order has been
awarded by Railone Projects

Private Limited for signalling
and telecommunication
works associated with the
Motumari-Vishnupuram
Doubling Project across
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. The project is be-
ing executed under an EPC
contract of the South Central
Railway Zone.

Execution Timeline

According to the filing, the

contract is valued at Rs
37,75,52,866 and is sched-
uled to be completed within
18 months. The company
stated that the order is do-
mestic in nature and has
been received as a subcon-
tract order.

Order Book Strengthens

Following the latest con-
tract win, Hiliks Technologies
said the cumulative value of
its pending orders

now stands at approxi-
mately Rs 70 crore. The or-
der is expected to strengthen
the company's presence in
railway signalling and com-
munication infrastructure
projects.

Centre Waives Excise Duty On E22-E30 Petrol, Pushes Higher Ethanol Blending To Reduce Oil Imports

New Delhi: The Central
government has removed
excise duty on petrol
blended with higher levels
of ethanol, according to a
notification issued by the
Ministry of Finance. The
exemption applies to petrol
containing ethanol in the

range of 22 percent to 30
percent by volume. This in-
cludes fuel variants such as
E22,E25,E27 and E30.

The government said the
excise duty on these etha-
nol-blended petrol variants
has been fixed at nil.

Which Fuel Variants Are

Covered?

The notification covers
ethanol-blended motor
spirit that meets the stan-
dards prescribed by the
Bureau of Indian Stan-
dards (BIS). Under the re-
vised structure, E22, E25,
E27 and E30 petrol are de-

fined as blends of petrol
and ethanol in specified
proportions. The exemp-
tion has been granted un-
der Section 5A of the Cen-
tral Excise Act, 1944. The
notification also clari-
fied that applicable
taxes on ethanol and

duty-paid petrol com-
ponents will continue
as per existing rules.

Move Supports Biofuel
Push

The latest decision is part
of India's broader strategy
to increase the use of
biofuels and reduce depen-

dence on imported crude
oil. The government has
been promoting ethanol
blending in petrol through
various policy measures
under the National Policy
on Biofuels. Higher ethanol
usage is expected to sup-
port energy security, reduce

fuel import costs and cre-
ate additional demand for
agricultural produce used in
ethanol production. India
has made significant
progress in ethanol blend-
ing over the last decade.
Union Petroleum and Natu-
ral Gas Minister Hardeep

Singh Puri recently said etha-
nol blending in petrol in-
creased from 1.5 percent in
2014 to 10 percent by 2022.
The country also achieved
its 20 percent ethanol blend-
ing target ahead of sched-
ule in 2024, well before the
earlier 2030 deadline.
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