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NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY (NTA)

TO IMPROVE EQUITY AND QUALITY IN
EDUCATION BY ADMINISTERING RESEARCH
BASED VALID, RELIABLE, EFFICIENT,
TRANSPARENT, FAIR AND INTERNATIONAL
LEVEL ASSESSMENTS.
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EDITORIAL

The common school
system is the alternative!

Schools are reopening. CM Revanth Reddy is saying
that the current 26,000 government schools will be re-
duced to 4,000 to curb the waste of education. Teachers'
unions are saying that it is not enough. Is reform inevi-
table? Reform of government schools, which are shrink-
ing day by day, cannot be denied, but the stabilization of
the private school system should not be given undue ben-
efit. Along with reforms in government schools, the gov-
ernment has the duty to regulate private schools. There-
fore, in any case, the right alternative is the common school
system. If the education system is corrupt in many ways
and the form of educational discrimination is to change,
there is no other alternative but the common school sys-
tem. Is there anything beyond that? Therefore, it has be-
come inevitable that people will have to fight for the com-
mon school system. What is the concept of a common
school? Making a single school available to the people
from nursery to intermediate in Telugu and English me-
dium in a determined residential area. A unified school
system where children of both the Raj and Bhantrota fami-
lies study in the same school. An education system with-
out caste and religious differences. When it comes to the
issue of school accessibility, there are two types: physical
access and social access. According to physical access,
primary school should be available to the people within a
kilometer radius, upper primary school within 3 kilome-
ters radius, and high school within 5 kilometers radius, as
recommended by various education commissions, as per
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan regulations. In case of dis-
tance from such access, temporary access should be pro-
vided to the students through free transport facility. There
are two types of social access: 1) Schools for the deaf,
dumb and blind (Braille) should be established for chil-
dren with special needs. However, even if children with
mental disorders and mental retardation are identified as
children with special needs, it would be better to place
them in physical access schools rather than social access
schools. Because they need special supervision from their
parents. 2) Special schools for those with linguistic and
cultural differences. Example: Ekalavya. These two ac-
cess schools should be in the government sector. The
Right to Education Act 2009 also states that the govern-
ment should be responsible for the education of children
from 5 to 14 years. In Western countries like America
and Britain, and socialist countries like China and Russia,
a unified school system based on residential areas is avail-
able in the government sector. But, in our country, the
education system has gone crazy due to the uncontrolled
private school system without residential area control and
rules. Instead of making government schools, which are
also owned by the rulers, according to the needs of the
people, various types of schools are being established
without rules with attractive slogans, which has resulted
in a loss of enrollment in government schools and a waste
of education. Ultimately, the rulers are unable to reform
the government education system or control the private
education system and are unable to come up with a spe-
cific plan except to make it difficult from time to time.
Even now, there is no other option for our education sys-
tem except to make a unified school system available in
the residential area and introduce a common school sys-
tem. But, is it not in the distant future that the ruling party
will abolish the private school system and register the resi-
dential area-wise schools in the government sector? How
long will the rulers be inclined towards another wrong
attitude in the name of educational changes. They are also
looking for a gratuitous benefit in education. If we look at
the Telangana education system, four thousand out of
30,022 government schools have already closed. Accord-
ing to the statistics included in the Telangana Education
Commission's report, 13 thousand out of 19 thousand
primary schools in Telangana continue to have an enroll-
ment of less than 50 students. Almost two-thirds of the
5,500 high schools and 4,100 upper primary schools are
still at the same level. That is, they are in a state of con-
stant deterioration. While 19 lakh students are still study-
ing in government schools, 36 lakh students are studying
in private educational institutions. This means that no
matter how many reforms the Telangana government in-
troduces in the name of Telangana Public Schools and
Young India Integrated Schools, without controlling the
private educational institutions with the highest number
of students and without reforming the existing govern-
ment schools with the necessary changes, any action taken
will not yield any specific results. If changes and addi-
tions are to yield some results, changes should be made
as an integral part of the existing school system, and no
other new approach is appropriate. The education week
celebrations and school tours that the government and
officials organize on a regular basis do not increase the
enrollment in government schools and colleges, let alone
increase it. They are just a routine program full of hype
and imitations, which is useless! Parents do not give any
space for hype anywhere except for the future, safety,
and quality education of their children. Only a strong be-
lief that quality free education is available in government
schools will increase enrollment in government educa-
tional institutions. Therefore, if the governments are truly
sincere, they should design a unified common school sys-
tem according to the residential area.

Did Trinamool Gongress Gollapse

West Bengal politics contin-
ues to shock and surprise ev-
ery day following the historic
electoral upset in May, when
the BJP secured a massive vic-
tory of 208 seats, ending the
15-year Trinamool Congress
rule. The Trinamool has since
fragmented. On June 14, 20 of
its 28 Lok Sabha MPs led by
Kakoli Ghosh Dastidar rebelled
and sought to merge with the
NCPI (Nationalist Citizens Party
of India) to support the NDA.
Several Rajya Sabha members
too have resigned from the
Trinamool. Earlier, soon after the
results, around 58 to 60 of the
party's 80 MLAs submitted let-
ters to the Assembly Speaker
supporting expelled leader
Ritabrata Banerjee. Reports
suggest more than 100
Trinamool councillors left mu-
nicipal bodies across the state.
So, the disintegration is across
all levels. The dramatic col-
lapse of the Trinamool in West
Bengal following the poll de-
feat has reignited a debate - was
the party's collapse inevitable
because it never possessed a
coherent ideological founda-
tion of its own? The answer is
partly yes, but not entirely. The
Trinamool's current crisis ap-
pears to be the consequence
of a political model built more
around cult leadership, welfare
populism and anti-Left senti-
ment than around a durable
ideological framework. Such a
model can deliver electoral vic-
tories for years, but it becomes
vulnerable once power is lost.
There is also a lesson for other
regional parties.

Fragility of slogans

The slogan 'Maa, Maati,
Manush' was one of the most
powerful political slogans in
modern Indian politics. It
helped the Trinamool mobilise
public anger against the Left

Front over Singur, Nandigram,
land acquisition and perceived
political arrogance. The slogan
became synonymous with
grassroots empowerment and
ultimately helped bring the
Trinamool to power in 2011. To
be fair to the Trinamool, the
party did cultivate a distinctive
political identity based on
Bengali regional pride, welfare-
oriented governance and oppo-
sition to what it portrayed as
excessive centralisation from
New Delhi. Alas, simulta-
neously, Trinamool local
strongmen and goons estab-
lished a parallel governance
structure in West Bengal by
controlling local economies
through extortion rackets.
They enforced a system where
citizens and businesses were
forced to pay unofficial 'taxes',
fundamentally looting public
funds and resources. After fif-
teen years in power, the
Trinamool faced the same chal-
lenge that every long-ruling
party faces - perceptions of ar-
rogance, factionalism and dis-
tance from ordinary citizens.
The anti-establishment move-
ment gradually became the es-
tablishment itself. Besides, the
majority of Trinamool cadre
were political turncoats from
CPM and other parties, thus
loyalty factor was missing. A
slogan succeeds when people
believe it represents a mission.
A slogan fails when people be-
gin to see a gap between the
promise and reality. People
eventually became more con-
cerned about jobs, industrial
investment and youth migra-
tion than about symbolic po-
litical battles. When young
people feel compelled to seek
opportunities elsewhere, emo-
tional appeals about regional
pride become less persuasive.
Core ideological pillars

CCa TR

A party held together by ide-
ology can survive electoral de-
feats because members remain
committed to a larger cause.
The BJP survived decades on
the margins in the states and at
national level before coming to
power. The Left in Bengal sur-
vived several electoral set-
backs because cadres remained
ideologically motivated. Many
regional parties in India are
built around charismatic lead-
ers. The Trinamool's experience
resembles that of the BRS
(Bharat Rashtra Samithi) in
Telangana. The BRS domi-
nated Telangana politics for
nearly a decade. Its central nar-
rative was statehood and re-
gional pride. Once that mission
was accomplished and gover-
nance issues became domi-
nant, the party's aura weakened
considerably. A movement can
win power. Ultimately, the gov-
ernment must deliver. Contrar-
ily, the DMK offers an interest-
ing contrast. Whether one
agrees with its ideology or not,
it possesses a clear ideological
framework rooted in the
Dravidian movement, social
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justice and Tamil identity. As a
result, the party often survives
setbacks because supporters
see it as more than an election
machine. This is why ideology
matters. Not because ideology
wins every election, but be-
cause it helps parties survive
defeats. In Maharashtra, the
continuing friction in the Shiv
Sena UBT is a classic example
of ideological shifts and con-
troversial leadership decisions.
There are sparking rumours of
"Trinamool -style' rebellion and
potential crossovers to the ri-
val Eknath Shinde Sena.

The recent mass defection of
7 out of 10 AAP (Aam Aadmi
Party) Rajya Sabha MPs, who
merged with the BJP, is another
example of vanishing ideology.
Defecting leaders openly cited
toxic work environments, sup-
pression of hard work, and a
departure from the party's core
founding principles as the pri-
mary reasons for their exit. The
regional parties in north India
like Janata Dal United and
Rashtriya Janata Dal in Bihar
and Samajwadi Party in Uttar
Pradesh have survived because

of their core ideology rooted in
socialism, secularism, and social
justice. Over years, through vari-
ous social coalitions, they have
managed to develop their tradi-
tional vote banks. The events
of 2026 may ultimately be re-
membered as a lesson for re-
gional parties across India. Char-
ismatic leadership can build a
movement. Welfare schemes
can create a voter base. Electoral
victories can sustain unity. But
when defeat arrives, only strong
institutions and a shared ideo-
logical commitment can keep a
party together. Indian voters are
among the most politically
aware in the world. And no party
is invincible. The Trinamool's
implosion suggests that for
many within the organisation,
power was the glue. Many of
those who later rebelled had
previously benefited from the
Trinamool's expansive coalition-
building strategy. Once the
party lost power, the incentives
that had united disparate fac-
tions weakened dramatically.
Once that glue called 'power’
dissolved, the structure col-
lapsed like a pack of cards.

Inside The "Rational Frenzy" Driving The Al Super-Cycle
SPACEX

When Elon Musk stood in
a SpaceX hangar in Texas on
June 12th and set the
Nasdagq's trading day in
motion, he ended it as the
world's first trillionaire. The
flotation pulled in $75 billion,
more than any listing before
it, ahead of Saudi Aramco in
2019 and NTT back in 1987.
The stock rose 19% before
the close, which put a price of
roughly $2.1 trillion on the
business. Take that in and
pause.

SpaceX booked $18.7
billion of revenue last year
and lost $4.9 billion in the
process.

Set those two figures side
by side and sit with the gap,
because that gap is the
argument of this entire
market.

The Gap is itself the
Reality

For three years, the
investing world treated
artificial intelligence as a
riddle to be solved from the
outside. How big was the
bubble, which trades would it
ruin, where were the winners
hiding. Commentators of all
kinds opined from end of
humanity doom narratives to
"it's a bubble" valuation
analysis. The show went on.

The larger shift was the one
happening to the floor they
were standing on. Al has
stopped being one corporate
theme among many and
turned into something closer
to a macroeconomic engine.
Pimco has estimated that Al-
related spending could add as
much as $14 trillion to global
investment over five years, a
sum it puts at roughly an
eighth of world output. The
big American cloud compa-
nies are on course to pour
something like $800 billion
into Al data centres this year.

Kevin Warsh, newly
installed at the Federal
Reserve, has spoken of Al as
a force that could dampen
inflation and clear room to cut

rates. Once a single theme
begins to move output, prices
and the cost of money, a
portfolio can no longer treat it
as optional. It turns into the
climate everyone invests
inside.

Elon Musk's rockets are not
alone in defying gravity. So
are Al valuations.

Whatever makes Al
impossible to avoid is also
what has quietly disabled its
pricing and this is missed by
most folks. As the giants
come to market, several index
compilers have loosened their
own rules so the shares
qualify for inclusion sooner.

The big low-cost tracker
funds that shadow those
benchmarks then have to buy,
on schedule, regardless of the
number on the screen. Credit
markets are warping in
parallel, with Amazon,
Alphabet and Meta said to
have roughly doubled their
borrowings to around $300
billion in a matter of months,
smudging the line that used
to separate equity risk from
debt risk.

The OECD has reached for
a coined term, the
"equitification" of corporate
debt. Bond desks that
traditionally limit how much
of any one issuer they will
hold are now struggling to
digest borrowing on this
scale. Behind the plumbing
sits one plain fact. A swelling
share of the world's capital is
being placed into these
names by rule, not by
anyone's considered judge-
ment.

This is also a reason for
India's FII drought because at
this stage we are not a
vanguard economy.

No JOMO only FOMO A
market bid by rule is a
peculiar thing. Strategists at
Lombard Odier have made the
point that when funds stop
deciding what a share is
actually worth, the task of
weighing how concentrated a
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portfolio has become falls to
the dwindling number of
people still doing that work
by hand. When you are
structurally unable to be left
out of something, you stop
asking what it costs. Inclu-
sion stands in for valuation.
Buying on a schedule, at
whatever price the tape
prints, is the natural enemy of
return. The investor setting
the marginal price at the top is
paying for a narrative, and
lined up behind that narrative
is a queue of money with no
licence to do anything but
follow. Return to those two
SpaceX figures, and to the
question any patient holder
ought to put to himself.

What is the $2.1 trillion
actually a price on?

Not the past year's sales,
which would imply a multiple
fit for a mental ward. Plainly
not earnings, given the
loss.Starlink, the satellite
broadband arm, is the one
that turned a profit at all,
around $4.4 billion last year
by the firm's account.

The rest of the valuation is
a wager on terminal value, on
a future still over the horizon.
Server farms in orbit carried
up by a Starship that is
running behind. A chip plant
Musk has nicknamed the
Terafab and has not yet been

built. Settlements on Mars.
What more?

A rocket climbs only while
its engines are lit, and the
thrust under this market
flows, the mechanical index
demand and a capital-
spending boom that keeps
feeding itself. Fundamentals
are the gravity. The thing no
one can yet read is how much
fuel is stacked behind the
thrust, and by Katie Martin's
own reckoning in the Finan-
cial Times, that is something
the market tends to discover
only once it is far too late to
act on. Filing the whole
episode under mania and
leaving it there would be too
easy. SpaceX has spent two
decades doing things that
careful people insisted could
not be done. Putting a
privately built liquid-fuelled
rocket into orbit, recovering
boosters to fly them over and
over, running the internet
down from a constellation of
more than ten thousand
satellites after every dotcom-
era version of that idea
collapsed into bankruptcy.
Brains on their own settle
nothing in markets, yet Musk
has produced more of them,
and more luck, than his critics
ever built into their models.
The genuinely awkward
thought is that this may be

the most rational frenzy ever
financed or the most ruin-
ously costly one, and the
market has stepped back from
the very work that would tell
the two apart. From where
India's savers sit, none of this
is a far-off American show.
The same automatic-inclusion
logic reaches them through
international and feeder
funds, through the global
passive complex, and through
the simple reality that equity
sentiment everywhere now
follows a small cluster of
American mega-caps. A
salaried earner dropping a few
thousand rupees into a
monthly SIP, and a household
whose retirement pot quietly
tracks an index it has never
inspected, are steadily riding
the exact same financial wave
without once being con-
sulted. Gravity, when it
eventually does its work, will
not pause to check
passports.A bubble is the
easy word for this, though it
captures only half the truth.
The ordinary kind drains
away once somebody decides
the price is mad; they simply
walk. This one is far harder to
step out of, pumped up by
purchases that happen on
autopilot, in a market that has
handed the act of pricing to
almost no one left to do it.
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The National Level of the Viksit Bharat Youth Parliament
2026 begins with ideas and perspectives of selected young
representatlves on the vision of Viksit Bharat@2047

New Delhi: The National
Level of the Viksit Bharat
Youth Parliament 2026 was
inaugurated by the Lok
Sabha Speaker Shri Om Birla
at the Central Hall of
Samvidhan Sadan. The
event is being organised,
under the leadership of the
Union Minister of Youth
Affairs & Sports and
Labour & Employment, Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya who
also graced the occasion
along with the Secretary of
Department of Youth Af-
fairs, Pallavi Jain Govil. The
event brought together
young representatives se-
lected from 757 universities
and institutions across In-
dia, who presented their
ideas and perspectives on
the vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047.The Lok
Sabha Speaker Sh. Om Birla
called upon the youth of the
country to play a leading
role in realizing the vision

of Viksit Bharat by 2047.
Addressing the gathering,
Shri Birla described India’s
youth as aspirational, am-
bitious and driven by big
dreams. “The youth of In-
dia are the greatest force
behind the future of a de-
veloped nation,” he said,
adding that their determina-
tion, innovative thinking
and leadership potential
would be instrumental in
shaping the India of 2047.
“Over the coming years,
India’s youth will lead the
world in science, technol-
ogy, research and innova-
tion. Today, the entire
world looks at India’s youth
as a symbol of hope, confi-
dence and future possibili-
ties,” he said. Emphasizing
the collective nature of the
Viksit Bharat vision, the
Speaker stated that the
dream of a developed India
is not the aspiration of any
one individual, institution

or government. “The dream
of Viksit Bharat is a shared
national resolution of 140
crore Indians,” he said. He
further remarked that the
responsibility of achieving
this goal by 2047 rests
largely on the shoulders of
today’s youth. “The en-
ergy, innovation, courage
and determination of our
youth will be the strongest
force in transforming the
dream of a developed India
into reality,” he added.
Union Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya also
addressed the participants
and outlined the transfor-
mative role of youth in na-
tion-building. Welcoming
the delegates, he said that
the participants had earned
their place through a rigor-
ous selection process and
were fortunate to have the
opportunity to present their
views before the Hon’ble

Speaker of the Lok
Sabha.Referring to the vi-
sion of Viksit Bharat, Dr.
Mandaviya said, that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi has envisioned a de-
veloped India by 2047,
when the nation will cel-
ebrate 100 years of Inde-
pendence. He urged the
youth to actively contribute
towards realizing this na-
tional goal. Highlighting
India’s demographic
strength, he stated, “This
demographic dividend is
our strength and our power.
The youth are not only our
future; they are also the
solution.” The Minister
noted that nearly 65 per cent
of India’s population is be-
low the age of 35 and em-
phasized that if young
people take a collective re-
solve, they can find solu-
tions to every challenge fac-
ing the nation.Dr.
Mandaviya further stated
that the Prime Minister has
consistently placed his
faith in the capabilities of
India’s youth and has called
for the preparation of one
lakh young leaders from di-
verse backgrounds, includ-
ing tribal communities,
coastal regions and the
North-East. “The Prime
Minister has said that one
lakh such youth leaders
must be prepared to con-
tribute to nation-building.
The Ministry of Youth Af-
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fairs has taken up this re-
sponsibility,” he said. Dr.
Mandaviya also high-
lighted the growing impact
of youth-led initiatives un-
der MY Bharat, including
the Viksit Bharat Young
Leaders Dialogue, Vibrant
Village Programme, Viksit
Bharat Budget Quiz, Yuva
Connect and experiential
learning programmes,
which encourage young
people to actively engage
with governance, commu-
nity service and nation-
building.Describing the
spirit of Gen Z, he remarked
that, “the energy, passion
and ideas of young people
must be channelled towards
building a Viksit Bharat.” He
also emphasized that plat-
forms such as the Youth
Parliament provide future
leaders with opportunities
to learn, debate, engage and
contribute meaningfully to
the nation’s progress.

Among those who also
present on the occasion
were Secretary-General, Lok
Sabha, Shri Utpal Kumar
Singh and Additional Sec-
retary (Youth Affairs) , Shri
Nitesh Mishra among other
senior officials of the
Ministry. The Viksit Bharat
Youth Parliament 2026 is
being organized by the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports in New Delhi
from 15-17 June 2026. De-
signed to deepen youth
engagement with demo-
cratic processes and pro-
vide hands-on exposure to
governance, policy delib-
eration and parliamentary
functioning. The National
level has brought together
top-performing youth del-
egates from all States and
Union Territories to delib-
erate on issues of national
importance and contribute
to the vision of Viksit
Bharat@?2047.

Madhya Pradesh's Mega Drug Bust Under
Cloud 100 Named In 'Fake' Raid

Bhopal:A high-profile
anti-drugs operation once
projected as a major suc-
cess story by the Agar
Malwa police in Madhya
Pradesh has now taken a
sensational turn.

An FIR has been regis-
tered in Rajasthan against
nearly 100 known and un-
known persons, including
two Station House Officers
from Madhya Pradesh, af-
ter a court raised serious
questions over the January
2026 raid conducted in
Ghatakhedi village under
Dag police station limits in
Jhalawar district.

The case was registered
at Dag police station on
Monday, following an order
issued by the Chaumahla
Court on June 13. Those
named include Shashi
Upadhyay, SHO of Agar
Kotwali, Roop Singh, SHO
of Barod, SI Rakhi Gurjar,
ASI Ajay Jat, Rahul
Vishwakarma, constable

Shubham and several oth-
ers. Police officials said the
role of other accused per-
sons will be examined dur-
ing the investigation.

The controversy dates
back to January 21, when
Agar police arrested a man
named Faizan, allegedly
with 330 grams of MD
drugs. During interroga-
tion, he reportedly told po-
lice that he had procured
the drugs from Shabhir,
Munawwar and Tahir of
Ghatakhedi village in
Rajasthan.

Based on this informa-
tion, the Agar police con-
ducted a raid on January 28
with a team of more than 80
personnel. The police
claimed they had busted an
alleged MD drug manufac-
turing setup and seized nar-
cotics worth nearly Rs 5
crore, along with chemicals,
machinery and other mate-
rial allegedly used for manu-
facturing drugs. Two broth-

ers, Shahir Khan and
Munawwar alias Raja, were
arrested.

Atthe time, the then Agar
Malwa SP Vinod Kumar
Singh held a press confer-
ence and described the op-
eration as a major success.
But the same operation has
now come under a cloud,
with serious questions be-
ing raised over the legality
of the raid, the seizure pro-
cess, the timeline of the op-
eration and the involvement
of the local Rajasthan Po-
lice.

One of the biggest ques-
tions relates to jurisdiction.
It was claimed that
Rajasthan Police was part
of the operation, but the in-
quiry reportedly found that
the local police had no prior
knowledge of the raid. This
has raised a major legal
question how did a
Madhya Pradesh police
team conduct such a large
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-

chotropic Substances or
NDPS operation in
Rajasthan without proper
local coordination?

The second major ques-
tion concerns the seizure
itself.

During the press confer-
ence, the then SP had
claimed that two guns, a
grinder machine and two
drums were seized during
the raid. However, ques-
tions were raised after some
of'the seized items allegedly
appeared brand new. No
clear explanation was given
at the time.

The third and perhaps
most damaging question
concerns videography. SP
Vinod Kumar Singh had
stated that the operation
was recorded through the
e-Sakshya app. However,
the inquiry reportedly
found that no such
videography had taken
place. This has become a
crucial point because NDPS
operations require strict
procedural compliance.

The timeline has also
deepened suspicion. Ac-
cording to police records,
Shahir was arrested at 4:40
am, Munawwar at 4:45 am
and the seizure was com-
pleted at 5:40 am. But the
inquiry, based on CCTV
footage and other material,
reportedly found that the
Agar police team remained
in the Dag police station
area only until around 5:05
am.This means the Madhya
Pradesh police team was al-

legedly  present at
Ghatakhedi for only about
30 minutes. During this
brief window, the police
claimed to have conducted
the search, made arrests,
completed seizure proceed-
ings and carried out other
formalities. The inquiry has
raised questions over
whether such a detailed
NDPS procedure could
have legally and practically
been completed in such a
short time.

From the beginning, the
family of the arrested ac-
cused had called the police
action fabricated. Hamid
Khan, father of the arrested
men, alleged that the
Madhya Pradesh Police en-
tered their house without
informing the local
Rajasthan Police, misbe-
haved with family members
and falsely implicated his
sons in an NDPS case.

On February 21, Hamid
Khan filed a formal com-
plaint before the Chaumahla
Court. The court then di-
rected the Jhalawar Super-
intendent of Police to con-
duct an inquiry. The matter
was assigned to Additional
SP Bhagchand Meena, who
visited Agar and recorded
statements of several police
personnel who had partici-
pated in the operation.

According to the inquiry
report, several records re-
lated to search, arrest and
seizure were not found. Af-
ter examining the report and
available evidence, the

court ordered registration
of an FIR. The case was
then registered against
around 100 police person-
nel and others at Dag po-
lice station.

Following the FIR, Agar
Malwa SP Dilip Kumar Soni
issued the first official re-
sponse from the district
police. Speaking to NDTV,
he said full cooperation
would be extended to the
Rajasthan Police during in-
vestigation. He also clari-
fied that the Agar Malwa
police had already filed the
charge sheet in the NDPS
case and that the matter is
currently sub judice.

The SP said all facts
would now be examined
within the framework of the
judicial process and that
the police department
would cooperate with the
investigating agencies.

The FIR has triggered
concern in police and ad-
ministrative circles in both
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan. What was once
projected as a major anti-
drug operation has now
become a serious legal
battle involving allegations
of procedural lapses, juris-
dictional violations and
questionable  seizure
records. Trouble may now
mount for the officers and
personnel named in the FIR.
The Rajasthan Police will
conduct a detailed investi-
gation, and if the allegations
are substantiated, further
legal action could follow.

Telangana High Court Dismisses Rs 2.5 Crore Recovery
Notice, Says EPFO Can't Penalise Employees

More than a year after
the EPFO demanded that a
retired executive return Rs
2.5 crore in provident fund
savings, the Telangana
High Court has dismissed
the recovery notice, ruling
that an employee cannot
be held liable for alleged
lapses by an employer or
PF trust. The High Court
ruled that the Employees
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO)
cannot ask a retired
employee to return his
provident fund money

simply because of an
alleged mistake by his
employer or the company's
PF trust. The case centres
on JV Nrupender Rao, the
former Chairman of Pennar
Industries. After stepping
down due to ill health, Rao
sought settlement of his
provident fund dues from
the company's exempt PF
trust. The trust approved
his claim and paid him Rs
2.50 crore in July 2023,
while another Rs 70 lakh
remained frozen in Yes
Bank bonds by regulatory

authorities. However,
months later, the EPFO
issued a notice demanding
Rao return the entire Rs
2.50 crore along with 12%
annual interest within
seven days. The EPFO
argued that Pennar
Industries had surrendered
its PF exemption effective
March 1,2023, meaning all
PF funds should have
been transferred to the
EPFO instead of being
disbursed directly to the
employee.Rao challenged
the notice in the High

Court, arguing that the
money represented his
legitimate, hard-earned
provident fund savings
built up over decades of
service, and that he had
committed no wrongdoing.
Justice Nagesh
Bheemapaka noted that if
any violation of PF rules
did occur, the responsibility
lay entirely with the
employer and the trust, not
with the employee receiving
his retirement benefits.

"The statutory design does
not, on the face of it, shift

that obligation onto an
employee who is a benefi-
ciary of the Fund," the
court observed, noting that

the EPFO failed to provide
any legal provision
allowing it to recover funds
directly from a beneficiary.

Field Operations for Houselisting and
Housing Census Gommencesin
Himachal Pradesh; Seli-Enumeration
Begins in Kerala and Nagaland

New Delhi: The field op-
erations for the
Houselisting and Housing
Census (HLO) under
Phase-I of Census 2027

& have commenced today in
‘f’ Himachal Pradesh follow-

ing the completion of the
Self-Enumeration period.
The house-to-house visits
by Enumerators will con-
tinue till July 15, 2026.The
Self-Enumeration (SE) fa-
cility has commenced in
Kerala and Nagaland and
will remain available till
June 30, 2026. The corre-
sponding Houselisting and
Housing Census field op-
erations in these States will
be conducted from July 1
to July 30, 2026. Residents
of these States may com-
plete Self-Enumeration
through the official Self-
Enumeration portal
(se.census.gov.in).

The house-to-house
field operations are cur-
rently underway in Gujarat,
Jammu & Kashmir, Ladakh,
Puducherry and Uttar
Pradesh. Residents who
have completed Self-Enu-
meration are requested to
keep their generated Self-
Enumeration ID (SE ID)
ready and share the same
with the Enumerator during
field visit to complete the
HLO process. Households
that have not opted for
Self-Enumeration will be
covered during the physi-
cal house-to-house visit by
Enumerators.Meanwhile,
Houselisting and Housing
Census operations con-
ducted from May 16 to
June 14, 2026 have been
successfully completed in
the  States/UTs  of
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Rajasthan and Jharkhand
along with the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi

(MCD) area in the National
Capital Territory of Delhi.
Houselisting operations in
Punjab were also con-
cluded on June 13,2026.

Till now, 23 States/UTs,
namely, Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal
Pradesh, Bihar,
Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu, Delhi, Goa,
Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Lakshadweep,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Odisha, Punjab,
Rajasthan, Sikkim,
Telangana and
Uttarakhand, have com-
pleted the first phase of
Census 2027.

Census 2027 is being
conducted using digital
tools for the first time with
data collection being un-
dertaken through a dedi-
cated mobile application
while retaining the tradi-
tional door-to-door enu-
meration process to ensure
comprehensive and accu-
rate coverage. During the
Houselisting and Housing
Census phase, information
relating to housing condi-
tions, household details,
amenities available and as-
sets possessed by house-
holds is being collected
through a structured ques-
tionnaire comprising 33 no-
tified questions.All infor-
mation collected under the
Census Act, 1948, remains
strictly confidential and is
used solely for statistical
purposes and development
planning. Residents in the
notified States and Union
Territories are requested to
actively participate in the
Census process and extend
full cooperation to Enu-
merators during field visits.

Rs 47-Crore Multi-State Fake GST Racket
Busted In AssamRs 47-Crore Multi-State
Fake GST Racket Busted In Assam

Guwahati:Assam police
along with the state GST
Department has unearthed
a fake Goods and Services
Tax (GST) racket commit-
ting fraud worth over Rs 47
crore, arresting eight
persons involved in the
crime.

In a joint operation that
included raids across
Assam, Bihar and West
Bengal, a Special Task
Force (STF) and GST
officials busted the
network accused of
committing fake Input Tax
Credit (ITC) fraud. The
accused persons were
allegedly using fake
invoices for bitumen trade
to claim tax credits, STF
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Pranab Kumar Pegu
told reporters. They used
forged invoices and shell
transactions to evade taxes
and illegally claim GST
benefits.

"The STF and the State
GST Department carried
out simultaneous opera-
tions in Guwahati, Bihar
and West Bengal. During
the investigation, a fake
ITC scam involving more
than Rs 47 crore was
detected, and eight
accused have been
arrested," Pegu said,
addressing a press
conference.Officials said
the raids were conducted
overnight based on
intelligence inputs and
financial investigations,

resulting in the dismantling
of what investigators
believe was a well-
organised GST fraud
syndicate operating across
multiple states. Three
individuals from Patna in
Bihar, two from West
Bengal and three from
Guwabhati have been
arrested. The accused
have been identified as
Sahina Sultana, Shahbaz
Haider and Md. Naushad
from Bihar, Deepak Shaw
and Rajendra Shaw from
West Bengal, and Amit Jha
Ajay Kumar Yadav and
Chandan Kumar from
Assam. This was the first
time the Assam GST
Department conducted
such an extensive enforce-
ment action outside the
state, as per officials. "The
investigation has revealed
a large-scale tax evasion
network linked to the
bitumen business. Many
more persons involved in
the bitumen business are
under the GST
department's radar. Action
will continue against
anyone found involved in
tax evasion," Pegu
said.The arrests and
seizure of evidence are
expected to provide crucial
leads into the wider
network behind the alleged
fake invoice and ITC fraud.
Authorities indicated that
more arrests and financial
scrutiny could follow in the
coming days.
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Company Law Tribunal Initiates Personal
Insolvency Process Against Anil Ambani

New Delhi: The National

Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) on Thursday admit-
ted a plea filed by the State
Bank of India (SBI) and ini-
tiated personal insolvency
resolution proceedings
against industrialist Anil
Ambani in his capacity as a
personal guarantor for
loans extended to Reliance
Communications (RCOM)
and Reliance Infratel Ltd
(RITL). A bench of Judicial
Member Sushil
Mahadeorao Kochey and
Technical Member Prabhat
Kumar passed the order
while admitting the SBI's
application filed under Sec-
tion 95 of the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC). The Mumbai Bench-
I ofthe NCLT also declared
amoratorium on all debts of
the personal guarantor and
directed Resolution Profes-
sional Prashant Jain to is-
sue a public notice inviting
claims from creditors. Re-
acting to the decision, a
spokesperson for Ambani

said that the order, once
available, will be reviewed
by his legal team and chal-
lenged through appropriate
legal remedies, as advised.

The SBI had moved the
NCLT seeking initiation of
insolvency proceedings
against Ambani over an al-
leged default of Rs 853.25
crore arising from personal
guarantees furnished for
credit facilities extended to
RCOM and RITL. Accord-
ing to SBI, Ambani had ex-
ecuted a personal guaran-
tee deed on September 23,
2016, in respect of loan fa-
cilities of Rs 565 crore
granted to RCOM and Rs
635 crore granted to RITL.
The lender invoked the
guarantee on January 31,
2019, after defaults by the
borrower companies and
subsequently approached
the NCLT in March 2020 af-
ter no repayment was re-
ceived. During the proceed-
ings, Ambani challenged
the insolvency action, con-
tending that the guarantee

stood discharged following
approval of the resolution
plan for RCOM and that no
enforceable liability sur-
vived against him.

He also argued that the
guarantee was invalid be-
cause it was executed after
the loan accounts had alleg-
edly become non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs). Reject-
ing these contentions, the
NCLT held that the Resolu-
tion Professional's report
recommending admission
of the insolvency applica-
tion was valid and that the
issues raised by Ambani
could not undermine the
existence of debt and de-
fault. "We do not find any
merit in the contention of
the Personal Guarantor that
he executed a guarantee on
23.09.2016 in favour of the
applicant creditor, when the
principal borrower was al-
ready in default on
26.8.2016," the tribunal said.

It further observed that no
money had yet been
realised by the SBI under
the approved resolution
plans of RCOM and RITL
and that the debt continued
to remain unpaid. Admitting
the SBI's petition, the
NCLT ordered that the in-
solvency resolution pro-
cess against Ambani be
commenced and that the
moratorium would remain in
force for 180 days or until
an order is passed on a re-
payment plan, whichever is

earlier. During this period,
all pending legal proceed-
ings in respect of the debt
will remain stayed, and
Ambani will be barred from
transferring, alienating, en-
cumbering or disposing of
his assets. The NCLT also
directed Jain to issue a pub-
lic notice inviting claims
from creditors and carry
out the insolvency resolu-
tion process in accordance
with the provisions of the
IBC.

In a statement, Ambai's
spokesman said that the
"Order dated 11 June 2026,
passed by the NCLT,
Mumbali, relates to a dis-
puted personal guarantee
allegedly extended by Mr
Ambani to the State Bank
of India in 2016 - that is,
ten years ago - even be-
fore the promulgation of
personal  insolvency
laws". "The underlying
facility had been availed
by Reliance Communica-
tions for the repayment of
its borrowings from Chi-
nese lenders, and Mr
Ambani derived no per-
sonal benefit from the said
funds. The Order, once
available, will be reviewed
by Mr Ambani's legal team
and challenged through
appropriate legal remedies,
as advised. Mr Ambani re-
mains confident of vindicat-
ing his position before the
appropriate forums," the
spokesman added.

Air India Ahmedabad Crash Made Elderly
Couple's First thht Thelr Last

Ahmedabad : Time has a
cruel way of moving for-
ward while leaving the hu-
man heart entirely behind.
Exactly one year ago, the
sky over Ahmedabad be-
came the stage for a night-
mare that would forever al-
ter the landscape of Indian
aviation and shatter hun-
dreds of lives in a single,
catastrophic flash. When
the aircraft came down into
the hostel complex, it didn't
just destroy a plane; it in-
stantly tore a crater through
the futures, dreams, and
sanctuaries of families both
in the air and on the ground.
Today, the physical wreck-
age has long been cleared,
the frantic wail of sirens has
faded from the
neighbourhood, and the
news cycle has moved on.
Yet, for those left behind,
the calendar turning marks
no real passage of time. For
them, the world remains
permanently frozen in the
smoke and chaos of that
afternoon-a collective
trauma that has transitioned
from public shock into a
deeply lonely, agonizing
daily reality.

We uncover the story of
a family completely torn
apart by the disaster. They
were supposed to be thou-
sands of feet in the air, fly-
ing toward the embrace of a
son who had built a dream
life for them in the United
Kingdom. Instead,
Rajnikant and Pushpaben
Darji-an elderly couple from
Kheda who had overcome
a lifetime of hardship to edu-
cate their son as a doctor-
met their end on the con-
crete of Ahmedabad. One

year after the catastrophic
crash, their relatives stand
weeping at the quiet cam-
pus complex, their hands
folded in prayer on the very
ground that shattered a
family's long-awaited re-
union. This was a couple
that had never stepped foot
outside Ahmedabad before
that fateful day; their very
first journey was meant to
be a celebration of a son's
gratitude, but it ended in an
inferno, proving that the
cruellest thing about a trag-
edy is how it targets the
most innocent of dreams.
Rajnikantbhai and
Pushpaben spent their en-
tire lives doing intense hard
work to raise their son and
support his medical educa-
tion. In a twist of cruel irony,
their son graduated to be-
come a successful doctor
from the very same campus
medical network where the
crash occurred. After com-
pleting his medical journey,
the son shifted to the UK,
where he made a prominent
name for himself and ex-
celled in his career. Earning
incredibly well, he decided
it was finally time to reward
his parents for their de-
cades of sacrifice by calling
Rajnikantbhai and
Pushpaben to the UK to
live a life of comfort with
him. He took care of every
single arrangement, meticu-
lously booking their flight
tickets and securing their
cabs. Tragically, the elderly
parents' very first plane
journey ended up becom-
ing their last.

Today, marking the pain-
ful one-year anniversary of
the tragedy, the grieving

family members returned to
the crash site to offer emo-
tional prayers for the de-
parted souls. Standing on
the ground where the plane
went down, the family broke
down in tears, sharing their
profound sense of empti-
ness with Speaking
through tears during an ex-
clusive talk with our team,
Pramodbhai, the brother of
Rajnikantbhai, shared the
immense depth of the
family's ongoing grief. In an
emotional conversation,
Pramodbhai expressed the
family's devastation, say-
ing, "With lot of hardship
both my brother and sister-
in-law raised their son.
Unhone apni zindagi mein
bohot takleefein dekhi hain,
bohot sangharsh kiya hai
(They have seen so many
troubles in their life, they
struggled a lot). They faced
so much difficulties but

made him doctor. Unka
beta aaj itna kaamyab
hai, UK mein settled hai
(Their son is so success-
ful today, he is settled in
the UK), and the very
first thing he wanted to
do was call his parents
to the UK to live with
him." "My brother and
sister-in-law never went
out of Ahmedabad.
Unhone kabhi plane
mein safar nahi kiya tha,
yeh unka pehla safar tha
(They had never trav-
eled in a plane, this was
their first journey) and
they were going abroad.
Never knew their first
journey would be last
journey. Humara poora
parivar bikhar gaya hai, hum
sab poori tarah toot chuke
hain (Our entire family is
shattered, we are completely
broken). We are here for
prayers today," he added.

House Help Assaulted In Greater
Noida, Instant App Workers Protest

Greater Noida: Domestic

workers in Greater Noida West
have halted operations in pro-
test after a house help was as-
saulted while on duty in aresi-

dential society, disrupting ser-
vices for residents relying on
an online booking platform.
The incident occurred in Gaur
City 2, where adomestic worker

was assaulted by a resident at
11th Avenue apartment com-
plex. News of the event spread
quickly among other house
helps in the area, prompting
anger and a collective decision
to stop work. Hundreds of do-
mestic workers across the re-
gion have now joined the
strike. This has severely af-
fected household services,
particularly for users of the
Snabbit app, an online platform
for booking instant help. Resi-
dents attempting to arrange

workers through the app since
this morming have encountered
repeated cancellations. Ac-
cording to accounts from af-
fected residents and local
sources, when bookings were
placed, the workers re-
sponded by requesting can-
cellations. The maids ex-
plained that they would not
accept any new assignments
until the victim of the 11th
Avenue assault receives jus-
tice and authorities take strict
action on the matter.

20-6-2026

SQB0 |

==Y
o>$oé_£

-_—— 525,
sl Tl mnd =

= ‘@’

L 8L

7 F

Delhi May Make Smoke Detectors Mandatory
In E\ll’ll Home Aﬂﬂl’ Ileadlv Fires

New Delhi: Smoke detec-
tors could soon become
mandatory in every home in
Delhi as the government
considers sweeping
changes to building bylaws
following a series of deadly
fire incidents, including the
recent Hauz Rani blaze that
claimed 23 lives. The pro-
posed amendments are
aimed at strengthening fire-
safety standards and re-
ducing casualties by ex-
panding the scope of exist-
ing regulations beyond
high-rise buildings. Inde-
pendent houses, gated
communities and low-rise
apartment complexes could
all come under stricter
safety norms if the propos-
als are approved. Officials
said the Delhi Fire Services
department has recom-
mended making smoke de-
tectors compulsory in every
home, arguing that early
warning systems can sig-
nificantly improve survival
chances during a fire. The
move comes amid growing
concern over fire safety in
the national capital after
multiple fire incidents this
year raised questions about
preparedness, emergency
response and the availabil-
ity of basic fire-safety infra-
structure in residential ar-
eas.

Why Delhi Is Reviewing
Fire-Safety Rules

At present, fire-safety
systems such as smoke de-
tectors and fire hydrants
are generally mandatory
only in high-rise residential
buildings exceeding 15
metres in height. As a result,
a large number of residen-
tial properties in Delhi, in-
cluding  independent
houses and smaller apart-
ment buildings, remain out-
side the existing framework.
If approved, the proposed
changes could affect lakhs
of households that are cur-
rently not required to install
smoke detectors or other
fire-safety equipment. Delhi
Home Minister Ashish
Sood said the government
is reviewing existing regu-
lations and assessing what
legal and policy changes
may be required to

strengthen safety stan-
dards. According to Mr
Sood, while around 90 per
cent of buildings currently
fall under provisions requir-
ing Fire No Objection Cer-
tificates (NOCs), additional
safeguards may be needed
for structures that remain
outside the existing frame-
work.

He said the government
believes fire-safety equip-
ment such as smoke detec-
tors, fire hydrants and emer-
gency escape systems can
help save lives during emer-
gencies. While Delhi is up-
grading its firefighting infra-
structure, the first respond-
ers in many situations are
often the people present
inside a building when a fire
breaks out, he noted.

What Could Change For
Homeowners

The government is exam-
ining whether fire-safety
requirements should be ex-
panded to cover more cat-
egories of residential build-
ings. Apart from smoke de-
tectors and fire hydrants,
officials said the administra-
tion is also exploring the
possibility of prescribing
the use of less-flammable
construction materials to
improve overall fire safety
and reduce the spread of
flames during emergencies.
The review is aimed at
strengthening preventive
safety measures rather than
relying solely on firefighting
and rescue operations after
a blaze has already broken
out.

Proposal: Smoke Detec-

tors In Every Home

According to a senior
government official, the
Delhi Fire Services depart-
ment has formally recom-
mended making smoke de-
tectors compulsory in every
home across the capital. The
department has argued that
smoke detectors can dras-
tically reduce fatalities by
alerting occupants at an
early stage of a fire, when
evacuation is still possible.
The proposal is currently
under active consideration
by the government. Offi-
cials said the recommenda-
tion is based on the view
that many fire-related
deaths occur due to de-
layed detection, particularly
during the night when oc-
cupants may not immedi-
ately become aware of
smoke or flames.

Existing Buildings May
Also Need Upgrades

The proposal goes be-
yond new constructions.
Officials said the Delhi Fire
Services department has
recommended retrofitting
existing buildings with nec-
essary fire-safety systems
over the next three years. If
accepted, the measure
could require a large num-
ber of existing residential
properties to install basic
fire-safety infrastructure
that is currently absent. The
government is also examin-
ing ways to ensure stricter
compliance in buildings
where fire-safety systems
are already mandatory un-
der existing regulations.

What About JJ Clusters?

The proposed measures
have also raised questions
about the financial burden
that mandatory fire-safety
equipment could place on
low-income households.
Addressing the issue, Mr
Sood said the government's
focus in JJ clusters and
other vulnerable localities
would be on improving ac-
cess to fire services and re-
ducing response times. He
said efforts are underway to
make the fire-response sys-
tem more accessible and
quicker in such areas. For
households that can afford
fire-safety installations, the
government believes such
measures can significantly
improve safety and reduce
casualties during emergen-
cies.

Fire Department Set For
Tech Upgrade

Alongside the proposed
bylaw changes, the govern-
ment is also moving to
modernise the communication
infrastructure of Delhi Fire Ser-
vices. Mr Sood said tenders
have been floated for a mod-
ern communication system,
noting that the existing net-
work still operates on wireless
frequencies introduced more
than five decades ago despite
Delhi's rapid growth and in-
creasing emergency response
requirements. Ifapproved, the
proposed amendments would
mark one of the most signifi-
cant overhauls of Delhi's resi-
dential fire-safety framework in
recent years, signalling a shift
towards preventive measures
aimed atsaving lives before
disaster strikes.

Is Al the Future of Creativity

Mumbai: The Indian
Documentary Producers
Association (IDPA)
organised an Open Fo-
rum on the theme, "“Is
AI the Future of Cre-
ativity?” during the 19th
Mumbai International
Film Festival (MIFF).
The session brought to-
gether Sanath P.C., Co-
founder, Firefly Creative
Studio Pvt. Ltd., Ujwal
Nirgudkar, Chairman,
SMPTE, lawyer Hetal
Desai Soliya and film-
maker Subodh Menon,
Director - Fanboy Pic-
tures, to discuss the
opportunities, chal-
lenges and implications
of Al in filmmaking and
content creation.The
discussion explored the
growing role of artificial
intelligence in the cre-
ative ecosystem, with
panelists examining its
impact on storytelling,
production processes
and the future of the
film industry. While ac-
knowledging the trans-
formative potential of
AI, the panelists

emphasised that human
creativity and emotional
intelligence remain cen-
tral to the art of
storytelling.

Speaking on the tech-
nological evolution of
cinema, Ujwal Nirgudkar,
Chairman, SMPTE, de-
scribed Al as the next
natural stage in filmmak-
ing. He highlighted its
growing role in post-
production, including
sound enhancement,
colour correction, visual
improvements and film
restoration. He also
noted that while Al
tools are evolving rap-
idly, the industry will
need time to
standardise and fully
adopt them.

Filmmaker Subodh
Menon, Director -
Fanboy Pictures.,
emphasised that while
Al can generate content
and assist in brainstorm-
ing, storytelling remains
fundamentally human.
He described Al as a
valuable tool for idea
generation and valida-

tion and said that un-
derstanding AI will be in-
creasingly important for
filmmakers as the tech-
nology becomes more
widely adopted.
Sanath P.C, Co-
founder, Firefly Creative
Studio Pvt. Ltd, ob-
served that AI can en-
hance storytelling by
improving image quality,
sound and audience ex-
perience. Describing the
current period as experi-
mental, he said creators
should explore AI's pos-
sibilities while using it as
a support tool rather
than relying on it
completely.Addressing
the legal aspects of AI-
generated content,
Hetal Desai Soliya
stressed the importance
of using licensed data
and ensuring sufficient
human involvement in
creative works. She
noted that copyright
ownership rests with
human creators and ad-
vised filmmakers to use
Al to enhance, rather
than replace, original

content.The panelists
agreed that Al should
be viewed as a power-
ful enabler that comple-
ments rather than re-
places human creativ-
ity. They emphasised
that while AI can
streamline production
processes, enhance ef-
ficiency and expand
creative possibilities, the
essence of storytelling
continues to lie in hu-
man imagination, emo-
tion and artistic vision.

The discussion was
followed by an engag-
ing interaction with the
audience, during which
participants explored
questions relating to Al
adoption, ethical con-
cerns, copyright protec-
tion and the future of
creative professions.
The session concluded
with a consensus

that filmmakers must
embrace technological
change while ensuring
that human creativity
remains at the centre
of the storytelling pro-
cess.
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Peddi lyricist questions director Buchi Babu Sana's apology
after backlash, asks 'What have we done to creativity?'

Peddi, starring Ram Charan
and Janhvi Kapoor, landed in
controversy hours after its re-
lease over a kissing scene. The
sequence, which was slammed
by netizens, showed the male
character touching the heroine
without her consent. Close-up
shots of Janhvi's body also
sparked major backlash online.
Amid the criticism, director
Buchi Babu Sana apologised
and removed the controversial
scenes from the sports drama.
While this appeared to calm the
row, lyricist Anantha Sriram is
not okay with the makers hav-
ing to apologise. According to
him, a character's behaviour
stems from the filmmaker's
imagination and should be
viewed in that context. Re-
cently, at an event for Peddi,
lyricist Anantha Sriram de-
fended the director's creative
freedom. He argued that people
often praise complex or sophis-
ticated expressions but criticise
simple, local language used by
a character. According to him,
judging characters by modern
standards and social media
opinions can limit creativity. He
said that director Buchi Babu
may have apologised out of
politeness or to avoid hurting

anyone's feelings, but warned
that such reactions could make
it difficult for filmmakers to
present strong ideas in com-
mercial cinema. "That is, if you
use big words like vital attrac-
tion, hormonal reactions, etc.,
it is called awesome as if it is
done very aesthetically. If the
hero speaks his tribal language
and says, 'l will touch you, itis
called vulgarity; they say that
he looked at you like an object.
Ifyou do all this, it is like tram-
pling on creativity," he said. He

added that if it continues like
this, then filmmakers will not be
able to "make a great point in
commercial films, except in
documentary films in the first
place." After netizens slammed
the makers of Peddi for
"hysexualising" Janhvi's char-
acter Achiyamma, Peddi direc-
tor issued an apology on X. He
said that he never wanted to
make anyone feel uncomfortable
or disrespected. "We have
heard the feedback regarding
certain scenes in Peddi and have
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taken it seriously," the statement
read. He added that he has im-
mense respect for women and
didn't intend to objectify the fe-
male character. He "sincerely"
apologised for the way it was
perceived and promised to cut
the controversial scenes. Mean-
while, the film has managed to
create buzz at the box office de-
spite the controversy. Also star-
ring Divyendu Sharma, Shiva
Rajkumar and Boman Irani, it
recently crossed the Rs 200
crore mark at the box office.

Samantha Turns Producer to Break the Cycle

Samantha is back in the game
and is making some strong
statements. “Female filmmakers
have always been sidelined.
Even though we question this,
we still cannot break the cycle.
Tralala is my way of breaking
the cycle,” says filmmaker
Samantha, speaking about her
banner Tralala moving pictures
and passion project Maa Inti
Bangaaram, directed by
Nandini Reddy. The film marks
another significant step in pro-
moting women-led storytelling
in Telugu cinema. Produced un-
der Samantha’s Tralala banner,
Maa Inti Bangaaram reflects a
conscious effort to create more
opportunities for women both

in front of and behind the cam-
era. Samantha’s statement
highlights the challenges fe-
male filmmakers continue to
face despite growing conver-
sations around equality and
representation in the industry.

Directed by Nandini Reddy,
the action-family drama fea-
tures Samantha in a powerful
lead role and has already gen-
erated considerable buzz
through its teaser and trailer.

The film showcases a

woman who fights to protect
her family while navigating a
hidden past, blending action,
emotion, and family drama.
For Samantha, Tralala is more
than just a production house,
it is a platform to encourage
fresh voices and challenge
long-standing industry
norms. By backing projects
helmed by women and driven
by strong narratives, she
hopes to inspire meaningful
change in the filmmaking
landscape. With anticipation
building among audiences,
Maa Inti Bangaaram is
poised to be one of the most
talked-about releases of the
season.

NTR Hails Sing Geetham,
Calls It A Heart-Touching Experience!

In an industry driven by
trends, Singeetham Srinivasa
Rao’s latest path-breaking film
Sing Geetham stands as a soul-
ful reminder of the power of
pure storytelling. Not just the
normal movie buffs, but several
celebrities are genuinely com-
ing forward to appreciate the
movie, and the team behind it.
Freshly, Young Tiger NTR ex-
pressed his liking for the movie.
The actor revealed that the film
moved him emotionally. More
importantly, he highlighted the
extraordinary achievement of
Singeetham Srinivasa Rao, who
continues to inspire the indus-
try with his passion and cre-
ative brilliance even at 94 years
of'age. He particularly appreci-
ated the respect and gratitude

shown towards Singeetham
through the project. He noted
that the film stands as a fitting
tribute to a filmmaker whose

contribution to Indian cinema
spans decades and whose in-
fluence continues to shape sto-

rytellers today.

NTR’s words reflected admi-
ration for Nag Ashwin, who
played a key role in bringing a
long-cherished dream of
Singeetham to the screen. He
also applauded music director
Devi Sri Prasad for elevating
the narrative through his mu-
sic, stating that the composer
brought life and magic to ev-
ery scene. Adding a touch of
humor, NTR pointed out the
film’s unconventional market-
ing move. The release of a
trailer after the film’s theatrical
release caught everyone by
surprise, and he remarked that
such unpredictability perfectly
reflects the spirit of
Singeetham’s cinema, which
has always thrived on surpris-
ing audiences.

Spirit: Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Most Violent Film Yet!

Prabhas is a darling to his
fans and even to filmmakers
because he is a director’s ac-
tor. Although Prabhas has
done some action films in the
past, the audiences would not
like to see him as the macho
action hero because of the ac-
ceptance he got from the fam-
ily audiences. Thought,
Prabhas is an action hero, but
the violence in his films is usu-
ally moderate. But Spirit is
going to be a major exception,
as the film will be one of
Sandeep Reddy’s most violent
films to date. Sandeep Vanga
debuted with the Telugu film
Arjun Reddy. Later, he remade
the same in Hindi and then
came up with Animal, which is
an extremely violent film. He
ensured that the audience got
amused by the violent action
sequences in the film. Now,
with Prabhas, Sandeep wants
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to do the same. During the past interviews, Sandeep already hinted that he is determined to show
Prabhas in a never-before-seen avatar. According to close sources, the violence in Spirit is going
to cross all limits and give audiences in theatres an adrenaline rush. We hear that the songs alone
will be a respite from the bloodshed. Even this is challenging for Prabhas to carry such weight on
his shoulders. The film is currently in production, so let us wait for the release of promotional
material to understand the extent of violence in the movie.

Gadar 3 in the works: Director Anil
Sharma reveals when filming may begin

Director Anil Sharma said
Gadar 3 is in the works as the
Sunny Deol and Ameesha Patel
starrer completes 25 years since
its first release. Speaking about
the future of the franchise,
Sharma said the script is being
worked on and, if everything
stays on track, the film could
begin next year. He said the
third film will only move ahead
if it matches the scale he has in
mind for the series.

The first Gadar released in
theatres on June 15,2001, and
Gadar 2 followed on August 11,
2023, 22 years later. Both films
were major successes and fea-
tured a similar lead cast.

Speaking to HT City, Sharma
said, "After Utkarsh (Sharma,
son-actor) grew up, people
started saying Jeete ka kahani
laao. But for me, if the Gadar
story was a bomb, I would only
make Gadar 2 if I get an atom
bomb story and it made history.
Now, if I get a nuclear bomb
story, then only I will make it.
We are working on the script,
and God-willing, if all goes on
track, we will start Gadar 3 next
year!" Sharma also spoke about
Lucknow's place in the fran-
chise. He said the city played
an important role in Gadar,
where the handpump scene
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was shot at La Martiniere Col-
lege and parts of the Pakistan
portion were filmed. He added
that the city now has a role in
tourism too, with auto drivers,
guides and rickshaw-pullers
taking visitors to spots linked
to the film.

He said people often tell him
stories about these locations.
He added that Gadar 2 was
also shot in Lucknow and said
that if a third film happens, it
will be shot there as well.
"Gadar without Lucknow is
not possible!" he said.

Sharma said he recognised
the film's potential when writer
Shaktimaan Talwar first nar-
rated the story to him. He said
he felt then that it could be-
come India's biggest hit, and
added that it went on to do so.
He also said Mother India,
Mughal-e-Azam and Sholay
have been among his favourite
films, and that he tried to make
Gadar at that level.

He further said the first film
drew 10 crore footfall and
claimed that no film has
matched that so far. He
added that Gadar 2 had half
of that footfall.

Speaking about Gadar re-
leasing alongside Lagaan,
Sharma said the clash is dis-
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cussed a lot now, but he did
not see it as a competition. He
said it was common at the time
for two or three big films to
release together and still per-
form, with audiences watching
one show of one film and then
another back-to-back. He said
it was an era driven by feeling
rather than marketing.

Sharma also said there were
no second choices when it
came to casting. He said Sunny
Deol, Amrish Puri and the rest
of the cast were always his
choices.

Previous confirmation on
Gadar 3

In an earlier conversation
with India Today Digital,
Sharma had confirmed that
Gadar 3 would happen and said
the team was working on the
script. He had said he was busy
with Vanvaas, but after its re-
lease, they were fully focused
on developing Gadar 3 and
would share more details at the
appropriate time. During the
promotion of Vanvaas, Sharma
had also said in an interview
with The Lallantop that he had
spoken to Nana Patekar once
or twice and felt it would be
great if the actor could be part
of Gadar 3 or if a character could
be created for him.

Manasa Choudhary Dazzles In Elegant Lehenga

Manasa Choudhary, known
for her roles in Bubblegum,
Lucky Baskhar, and the
upcoming Mustafa Mustafa,
is steadily gaining popular-
ity in Telugu cinema. The
young actress has been
attracting attention with her
charm, screen presence and
growing fan base. Manasa
has now caught everyone’s
eye with a stunning new
photoshoot that is going
viral on social media. She

looked elegant in an
ivory lehenga
adorned with pastel
floral embroidery and
mirror-work detailing.
The stylish blouse
and sheer dupatta
added a touch of
sophistication, while
her wavy hair,
statement earrings
and subtle makeup
perfectly comple-
mented the tradi-
tional look. Fans
have been shower-
ing praise on her
beauty and fashion
sense, making the
pictures a talking

L point online.
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