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How Expanding Airports Are Connecting More Indians Than Ever

MAHARASHTRA
LEADS AIR TRAFFIC

DELHI TOPS

PASSENGER TRAFFIC

WHERE INDIA'S
AIRPORTS ARE

Maharashtra leads international traffic,

Delhi tops domestic in April

Maharashtra Delhi

Karnataka

Aircraft Movément
in April (in '000)

M International

Domestic

Tamil Nadu Telangana

Source: Airports Authority of India | Graphic: Manisha Yadav & Ankita Tiwari

With commercial passen-
ger flights beginning from
Noida International Airport
(Jewar), India's aviation
sector has added another
operational airport to its
growing network. The

Jewar International Airport
will ease pressure on Delhi's
Indira Gandhi International
Airport and improve con-
nectivity in western Uttar
Pradesh. The new airport
also tells a larger story about

Delhi leads passenger traffic,

followed by Maharashtra

[l Passenger movement in April (in lakh)

Delhi

Maharashtra

Karnataka

Tamil Nadu -

Telangana

West Bengal

Gujarat

Kerala

Uttar Pradesh

Goa

Source: Airports Authority of India | Graphic: Manisha Yadav & Ankita Tiwari

how India's aviation map
has been changing.India
had 94 operational airports
in2017. By 2026, that num-
ber had risen to 163. The
increase has come through

a combination of new air-
port projects, the revival of
previously unused airports
and the expansion of re-
gional connectivity under
the UDAN scheme. The

Operational airports and heliports
are concentrated in the north and west

Maharashtra 15

Karnataka 10

Operational Airports

Uttarakhand 12
Assam7
Uttar Pradesh18

Andhra Pradesh®

Tamil Nadu 6
Total

163

Note: The list includes Noida International Airport (Jewar)
e: Lok sabha Q&A & Media Reports | Graphic: Manisha Yadav & Ankita Tiwari

idea behind the programme
was to make flying acces-
sible to people living out-
side major metropolitan cit-
ies and connect smaller
towns to the national air
network.However, the

spread of airports has not
been equal across the coun-
try. Uttar Pradesh now has
the highest number of op-
erational airports at 18, in-
cluding Jewar. Maharashtra
follows with 15 airports,

while Gujarat has 13.
Uttarakhand has 12 opera-
tional airports, reflecting
the importance of air con-
nectivity in hilly regions.
Karnataka rounds out the
top five with 10 airports.
States such as Assam and
Rajasthan have seven air-
ports each, while Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu
have six each.

Even as airport infrastruc-
ture expands, flight activity
remains concentrated in a
few major states. Data for
April 2026 show that
Maharashtra recorded the
highest domestic aircraft
movements at 35.6 thou-
sand, followed by Delhi at
31.7 thousand.

Karnataka was third with
23.8 thousand domestic air-
craft movements. On the
international side, Delhi re-
mained the country's main
gateway to overseas desti-
nations, recording 9.9 thou-
sand international aircraft
movements. Maharashtra
followed with 6.6 thousand,
while Tamil Nadu recorded
3.9 thousand international

aircraft movements.

Passenger traffic shows a
similar pattern. Delhi
handled the highest number
of air passengers in April at
66.5 lakh. Maharashtra was
next with 59 lakh passen-
gers, followed by Karnataka
at39.5 lakh. Tamil Nadu and
Telangana recorded 22.7
lakh and 22.5 lakh passen-
gers respectively. West
Bengal, Gujarat, Kerala,
Uttar Pradesh and Goa also
featured among the top ten
states by passenger move-
ment.

The figures suggest that
India is witnessing two
trends at the same time. On
the one hand, airports are
reaching more parts of the
country than before.
Smaller cities and regions
that had limited or no air
services are gradually be-
coming part of the aviation
network. On the other hand,
demand for air travel con-
tinues to be concentrated in
a few major economic cen-
tres where business activ-
ity, tourism and population
levels are higher.

How 'City Of Lakes' Bhopal Became

Bhopal:For decades,
Bhopal has been celebrated
as the City of Lakes and a
symbol of India's 'Ganga-
Jamuni Tehzeeb' - a city
where cultures, faiths and
communities have coex-
isted peacefully. Yet, a dis-
turbing pattern emerging
from anti-terror investiga-
tions over the last decade
is raising uncomfortable
questions, including why
terror-linked modules, radi-
cal networks and extremist

Repeated Targ

a "lone wolf" attacker ca-
pable of carrying out a strike
independently while re-
maining largely invisible to
security agencies. Sources
associated with the probe
claim that his journey to-
wards radicalisation began
during the second wave of
COVID-19in2021, when he
started looking up jihad-re-
lated content online. Those
searches allegedly brought
him into contact with over-
seas handlers operating

recruiters keep surfacingin  through encrypted
and around the Madhya WhatsApp and Telegram
Pradesh capital. groups.

The latest trigger is the
arrest of 35-year-old
Mohammad Faraz from the
old city area of Tila
Jamalpura. What initially
appeared to be another anti-
terror operation has now
snowballed into an investi-
gation stretching across
multiple states, and han-
dlers based in Pakistan
were also allegedly in-
volved.

According to investiga-
tors, Faraz was not just con-
suming radical content
online. He was allegedly
being groomed to become

What Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) investigators
reportedly found on his de-
vices paints an alarming pic-
ture. Officials claim they re-
covered extremist literature,
videos glorifying terrorists,
propaganda material, foot-
age of brutal killings by glo-
bal terror outfits and con-
tent designed to convince
recruits that their commu-
nity was under attack and
needed to retaliate. Investi-
gators suspect Faraz had
even obtained a passport
and was exploring routes to
Afghanistan with the inten-

et for Te

tion of receiving further
training before eventually
participating in global
jihadist activities.

But Faraz is only one
piece of a much larger
puzzle.

The investigation has al-
ready led ATS teams to
Saharanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, Alwar in Rajasthan
and Madhubani in Bihar.
Authorities arrested Faraz's
alleged associates Nacem
Abdullah Qureshi from
Uttar  Pradesh  and
Mohammad Shakir Mev
from Rajasthan. The biggest
breakthrough, however,
came with the arrest of 65-
year-old [zhar-Ul-Haq from
Bihar, who investigators
suspect acted as the
"Amir" or ideological head
of the group. Officials be-
lieve questioning him could
reveal whether similar
radicalisation modules are
operating elsewhere in In-
dia under the guidance of
overseas handlers.

Investigators allege the
members of the group op-
erated under the aliases of
terrorists who have been
killed and held regular

online meetings. ATS
sources claim Faraz used
the identity of Khalid
Saifullah, a Pakistani terror-
ist linked to multiple attacks
in India. Investigators sus-
pect he was not merely a
recruit but had begun iden-
tifying and influencing oth-
ers who could later be
transformed into lone-wolf
attackers.

Security Concerns

The case has also revived
concerns about Bhopal's
repeated appearance in ter-
ror investigations over the
years.

Official records show that
71 terror suspects arrested
by various national agen-
cies over the last decade are
currently lodged in Bhopal
Central Jail. Among them are
accused linked to
organisations such as SIMI
(24), PF1(19), Hizb-ut-Tahrir
(19), ISIS (4), Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen Bangladesh or
JMB (4), and Sufa (1).

The timeline of arrests
reads like a catalogue of re-
curring security concerns.

In March 2022, ATS
raided Ahmed Nagar in
Aishbagh and busted a
module linked to the JMB.
Later that year, alleged PFI
leader Dr Anwar Siddiqui
was arrested from the out-
skirts of the city. In May
2023, ATS cracked down on
a Hizb-ut-Tahrir network
and arrested eleven sus-
pects from Bhopal and
Chhindwara. In June 2025,
agencies investigated a
suspected terror-funding
network operating from
Aishbagh, while another
probe targeted individuals
allegedly connected to Pa-
kistan-based social media
networks. Just months later,
Delhi Police's Special Cell
arrested a Bhopal resident

rror Recruiters

in an ISIS-linked case.

Taken individually, each
case appeared isolated. To-
gether, they reveal a worry-
ing pattern.

Security agencies believe
the old city areas, dense
neighbourhoods, social
media ecosystems and
online radicalisation chan-
nels are increasingly being
exploited by extremist
organisations searching for
vulnerable recruits.

Investigators say the
battlefield has changed.
Recruitment no longer re-
quires physical camps, se-
cret meetings or border
crossings. A smartphone, an
encrypted messaging appli-
cation and a determined
handler sitting thousands
of kilometres away can po-
tentially create a radicalised
individual willing to act
alone.

Responding to NDTV's
question on the issue, Chief
Minister Mohan Yadav as-
serted that strong coordina-
tion between the Centre
and the states has enabled
agencies to detect such
conspiracies before they
can be executed.

"Thanks to (Prime Minis-
ter Narendra) Modi ji, our
state and the country en-
joy an excellent law-and-
order situation. Today,
through the coordinated
efforts of the Centre and
the states, conspiracies
are being detected and
thwarted before they can
materialise. Pakistan has
long engaged in such ac-
tivities. Their handlers at-
tempt to mislead our
youth and create divi-
sions. Our agencies
tracked them in time,
seized the material and ex-
posed the conspiracy," the
chief minister said.

Doctor Installed CCTVs To Watch
Wife's Every Move. She Died By Suicide

Vishakha Tilkar was
alive for 26 years and
her life was allegedly
made so miserable by
her doctor husband and

in-laws in such a short
span that she felt
compelled to die by
suicide. Vishakha, who
lived with her husband
in Thane near Mumbai,
was thrashed by her
in-laws for speaking to
a female neighbour, but
the harassment was
not merely physical,
her family has alleged.
The couple's home in
Ambernath was pep-
pered with CCTV cam-
eras both inside and
outside and her hus-
band, Nitin Tilkar, kept
an eye on her every
move, stripping her of

every shred of privacy.

The couple got mar-
ried on April 30. Every-
thing was fine before
the wedding, but the
situation changed
soon after, Vishakha's
family said. They al-
leged that her in-laws
were upset because
they did not receive
the amount of gifts or
the level of "respect"
they desired during the
wedding. "She was
constantly pressured
to bring jewellery and
money from her par-
ents' home," said a
family member.

"Nitin Tilkar had in-
stalled CCTV cameras
inside and outside the
house to monitor her
every move. Whenever
she spoke to anyone,
she would be brutally
beaten upon returning
home. Two days before
she died by suicide,
she was thrashed for
talking to a female
neighbour. Driven to
despair, she took her
own life," he added.

Before the suicide,
Vishakha had told her
mother about the
abuse she was endur-
ing, the family said,

adding that her parents
were in the process of
bringing her back home
when they received
the news that she had
hanged herself.

A case has been reg-
istered at the
Shivajinagar Police
Station in Ambernath
against Nitin Tilkar, his
mother Chhaya, and
brother Ninad for men-
tal and physical ha-
rassment and abet-
ment to suicide. Nitin
has been arrested and
a hunt is on for the
other two, said an of-
ficial.

Assam's Don Bosco University
Sacks Teacher After
Sexual Misconduct Allegation

Guwahati:Assam Don

Bosco University, a private
University located at
Sonapur on the outskirts of
Guwabhati, has terminated
the services of a faculty
member, Dr Saurav Chandra,
following a complaint of al-
leged sexual misconduct
lodged by a female student.
The issue sparked wide-
spread protests in the cam-
pus and intensified con-
cerns over student safety.

Reports said a second-
semester woman student
had accused Chandra - the
head of Department of Pub-
lic Administration -- of in-
appropriate behaviour and
sexual misconduct. The al-
legation triggered outrage
among students, who
staged demonstrations
within the university pre-
mises and demanded imme-
diate action against the ac-
cused faculty member.

As protests gathered mo-
mentum late in the night,
students alleged that this
was not the first complaint

raised against Chandra.
Some protesters claimed
that similar concerns had
surfaced in the past but
were not adequately ad-
dressed. It led to growing
criticism of the institution's
handling of complaints re-
lated to student welfare and
safety.

In an official notification
issued on June 16, the uni-
versity said a complaint
concerning Dr. Saurav
Chandra was received on
June 14 and was immedi-
ately referred to the Inter-
nal Complaints Committee.
Sources said the committee
held an inquiry meeting on
June 15 to ascertain the
facts.

The university confirmed
that Dr. Chandra is no
longer associated with the
institution. He ceased to be
an employee since June 16.

The notification said the
university remains commit-
ted to ensuring a safe, re-
spectful and supportive
environment for all mem-

bers of its community and
the matter will continue to
be handled with due dili-
gence, sensitivity and con-
fidentiality.

The police have been de-
ployed on the campus to
maintain law and order as
protests continued.

Students have called for
a thorough and impartial
investigation into the alle-
gations and have urged the
university administration to
strengthen mechanisms for
ensuring the safety and se-
curity of woman students.

The university has also
appealed for confidentiality
regarding the complaint
and the ongoing inquiry
process.

The incident has reig-
nited debate over account-
ability and institutional re-
sponse mechanisms in
higher educational institu-
tions, with many students
demanding greater trans-
parency and stronger safe-
guards against sexual ha-
rassment on campus.

J&K Police Busts Cross-Border Narco-
Terror Module, 3 Arrested With Weapons

New Delhi:The Jammu and Kashmir Police has busted a cross-border inter-
state narco-terror module with the arrest of three drug suppliers from Amritsar,
recovering an AK-47 rifle, a pistol, and 500 grams of narcotics allegedly dropped
by drones from Pakistan."The seizure of an AK-47 rifle clearly points to their
Pakistan link and exposes a sinister plot to carry out a major strik in the coming
days," said Senior Superintendent of Police (Jammu) Joginder Singh. Investiga-
tors said the accused, Harpreet Singh, Surajdeep Singh, and Jaspreet Singh - all
residents of Amritsar - were in touch with a Pakistan-based drug syndicate and
IST handlers. The breakthrough came from leads generated during the probe into
a drug network headed by notorious criminal Gulzar Ahmed alias Lau Gujjar, who
was arrested by the Miran Sahib Police on April 4 from Prithvipur village in the
Bishnah block, with a Glock pistol and 280 grams of heroin worth lakhs. Since
then, police have arrested several of Ahmed's family members, including his wife
as well as associates from different areas.

During questioning, members of the drug syndicate revealed that they were
also involved in supplying illegal weapons. Acting on these disclosures, inves-
tigators tracked the movement of the three accused and launched a joint opera-
tion with the Punjab Police. A team raided a flat in Dream City Colony, Amritsar,
and apprehended the suspects with arms and narcotics. Two vehicles belonging
to the accused were also seized."Three other drug smugglers from Kashmir with
links to Pakistani agencies were arrested a few days ago. They were also part of
this narco-terror module," Singh said, adding that investigations are underway
to identify and trace other members of the network. Properties linked to the
network have also been attached and demolished as part of the on-
going 100-day '"Nasha Mukt Jammu and Kashmir Abhiyan', launched by
Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha. "This is Pakistan's bigger conspiracy -
get our youth hooked on drugs, then drag them into terrorism," the senior
superintendent of police said.
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EDITORIAL

This is the light of
life for the world

A film poet once wrote a song saying, 'The way of
God, which shines in the temple... Homes are the light
of life in this world.' It is literally true. Can a housewife,
who wakes up before everyone else in the house, ob-
serves what each person needs, serves them accord-
ingly, and not only cooks three meals a day, but also
does all the housework, value the services she pro-
vides? We easily dismiss her as staying at home and
not working. The Supreme Court recently issued a his-
toric verdict that will shatter such patriarchal ideas. It
has made it clear that the services of housewives can-
not be underestimated in the calculation of compensa-
tion for the death of housewives in road accidents. It
has described housewives as 'nation builders' rather
than just housewives. It has seta

new milestone by valuing their home care services at
aminimum of Rs. 30,000 per month and paying com-
pensation. This is a crucial step that will change the
face of hundreds of claim cases across the country.
The words spoken by the bench comprising Justice
Sanjay Karol and Justice Kotishwar Singh in this judg-
ment are making everyone think.

Usually, when someone dies in a road accident, the
courts calculate the insurance compensation based on
their monthly earnings. If the deceased is a housewife,
then since she has no formal income, the old method
of taking a very small amount equal to the minimum
wage of unskilled laborers as nominal income is fol-
lowed. This method has now been rejected by the
Supreme Court. On this occasion, the bench made a
wonderful observation. 'It is a fact that the household
earners depend on the housewife for their livelihood.
But unfortunately, that fact has not been given due rec-
ognition in the society. A housewife contributes a lot
not only to the growth of a family, but also to the growth
of an individual and thus indirectly to the progress of
the country. That is why this work cannot be linked to
the notification of minimum wages alone. The court has
clarified that from now on, claims under the 'Law of
Domestic Care' should be supplemented by at least
Rs. 30,000 per month. This amount should be increased
by 10 percent every three years. Legally, the court
explained that this is in addition to the compensation
limits in the famous 'Pranay Sethi' case. The verdict
came during the appeal hearing of an old case from
Punjab. When a woman died in an accident in 2001,
the tribunal announced a compensation of only Rs.
2.42 lakh. Even though the High Court increased it
to Rs. 8.43 lakh, the victims were not satisfied and
approached the Supreme Court. On this, the Su-
preme Court took Rs. 30,000 as the base income
per month under the Law of Domestic Care and,
taking into account all future possibilities, granted a
compensation of Rs. 62.77 lakh. In fact, the ser-
vices of housewives have not been recognized in
society for the last few centuries.

Antoinette Brown Blackwell, the first female Prot-
estant minister in America, brought this issue to the fore-
front. Legal experts Robin Invest also denounced the
injustice done to housewives. Sociologists Eileen Boris
and Lichel Parinag argued that it is necessary to pro-
tect women's economic rights in society. The 2001 cen-
sus did not count housewives who do domestic work
as workers. The 2011 census estimated that only 5.8
million of the 159.9 million women had domestic work
as their main occupation. According to the NSO 2019
Time Use in India report, the average Indian woman
spends 299 minutes a day doing unpaid work, while
the average man spends only 97 minutes. A 2009 study
revealed that the value of unpaid work by Indian women
is more than $600 billion per year. The situation of
housewives has remained largely unrecognized for the
past century. Until the mid-19th century, no country
recognized the rights of housewives and their own earn-
ings. English common law stipulated that any work a
married woman did for her wages legally belonged to
her husband. It took many hard-fought reforms to en-
sure that women had a right to the income they earned
through their own work. Although attempts were made
to form a Housewives Association in 2010, it was re-
jected by the trade union, as domestic service is nota
profession or industry. In 2012, when the UPA gov-
ernment proposed to pay a certain amount of monthly
salary to a housewife, it was criticized that it would
create an employer-employee mentality and interfere
with the marital bond. However, in the hearing of cases
like Arun Kumar Agarwal (2010), Rajendra Singh
(2020), etc., the Supreme Court ruled that the ser-
vices of a housewife are invaluable and cannot be mea-
sured in monetary terms. At the same time, it is note-
worthy that compensation was announced for a house-
wife under the Motor Vehicle Act.

The promise of peace in the
Middle East is weaving its way
past the Strait of Hormuz.
Donald Trump's self-certified
'great deal' is yet to arrive, even
if piece by piece. That thought
hasn't detained the markets,
which have brushed aside
words, events and doubts.
Stock indices are up, bond
yields are down and most im-
portantly crude oil prices have
tumbled. Feel-good clouds are
ephemeral, transient by defini-
tion. Mood is not capital. Sen-
timents are a sugar rush - they
spike, flatline and reverse, of-
ten violently when expecta-
tions are not met. India is the
fastest-growing large
economy, but the fundamentals
are not all rosy. Yes, the Rupee
is hanging in there - thanks to
the RBI's emergency measures.
That said, forecasts suggest
growth is lower and inflation is
higher, FIIs are unloading eq-
uity, and net FDI is spluttering.
It is known that markets are fo-
cused on the immediate and
underestimate the long term.
Energy prices will be volatile -
even if supply lines are un-
clogged, restoration of gas and
oil output to pre-war levels
could take two years, as per the
IEA. The global context is not
entirely rosy, even though mar-
kets are buoyant. Availability
of capital will be critical as the
world migrates from a context
of demand deficit to supply in-
sufficiency - the shift ranges
from funding Al and Al adja-
cent capex to reshoring of
manufacturing to rebuilding
energy grids. Global capital ex-
penditure on energy alone is
expected to top $ 3.4 trillion in
2026. Add the capex of Al gi-
ants estimated at $ 700 billion
and other sectors for the math
on the need for capital.

The global economy is mov-
ing into a higher inflation and
higher for longer interest rates
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regime. Debt and deficits are
higher. Central banks are sig-
nalling rate hikes - the Bank of
Japan and ECB have already
hiked rates. The quantum shift
isreflected in Nvidia's borrow-
ing programme. It is the world's
most valued company with over
$ 80.5 billion in cash in hand.
Yet it is in the market for raising
$ 25 billion in debt. The world
is moving from a demand-defi-
cient circumstance to a supply-
constrained context. As de-
mand for capital rises, so will
the cost of money. India needs
a plan for what Keynes called
the 'economic consequences
of peace'. Recent months show
India's dependence on im-
ported energy has long-term
implications. The Indian
economy will need fuel and
capital to fuel its economy.
David Landes observes in The
Wealth and Poverty of Nations
'"The world has never been a
level playing field'. The
differentiator between a stag-
nant and dynamic economy is
not the mere possession of re-
sources but the ability to de-
ploy them.

The economy needs a trans-
formative, orbital move - one
large enough to convert a sen-
timent shift into a structural
one, before the window of op-
timism blinks. India must cor-
ral, value and monetise,
dollarise public assets. India
has the resources. India has the
moment. What India has con-
sistently lacked is the institu-
tional boldness to go big.

That gap between what
India's sovereign assets are
worth and what they currently
earn is central to India's loca-
tion in the low-middle income
bracket. The saga is spelt out
by NHAI, AAI, CONCOR,
ISRO's commercial arm, India
Post, Indian Railways Freight,
and NABARD, which could
well be worth around $ 300 bil-
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lion. Here are a few assets

worth monetising - valuations
are indicative and derived --
listing as ADR on NYSE.
CONCOR - India's dominant
intermodal logistics platform
CONCOR operates 66 termi-
nals, 54,619 containers, 17,967
wagons, with 4.5M sq ft ware-
house space, connecting 13
gateway ports. The corporation
moved over 5.58 million TEUs.
It is listed domestically at $ 4
billion. It merits a global listing
alongside India's supply-chain
narrative. As the roadshow by
the company showed, there is
investor appetite. The missing
part is the ADR structure.
NHALI - The world's second-
largest road network. 1,46,560
km. With 122 million FASTag
accounts, collections are at Rs
82,900 crore in FY26. GNSS sat-
ellite tolling in rollout. Enter-
prise value: around $ 55 billion.
The NHAI InvIT is rated AAA,
already trades domestically and
signals institutional appetite. A
NYSE ADR of the parent taps
patient, long-duration infra-
structure capital that the RBI is
attempting, through the labori-
ous bond market route.
AAI-Owns 136 airports, joint

venture partner in seven pri-
vately run airports, owner of
over 55000 acres of land, includ-
ing freehold land under India's
six busiest airports. Earns $1.30
per passenger in non-aeronau-
tical revenue against a global
benchmark of $7-15. Holds an
unassailable air navigation
monopoly over every aircraft in
Indian airspace. As the largest
player, it could command a valu-
ation of around § 18 billion by
some estimates.

India Post - India Post is ef-
fectively India's biggest bank,
the largest logistics and the
largest customer base. 1,62,000
physical post offices, a Pay-
ments Bank, profitable, holds
over Rs 15 lakh crore of sav-
ings, unparalleled last-mile
reach. A Japan Post-style
corporatisation could list at a
$7-9 billion base case.

IR Freight Corporation - It
does not exist currently, but it
should, hived off from the In-
dian Railways. It clocked Rs 1.7
trillion in revenues in FY 26, a
record 1,670 million tonnes. The
Dedicated Freight Corridors,
fully commissioned in March
2026, handle 13 per cent of to-
tal rail freight on 4 per cent of

the network. Freed from pas-
senger cross-subsidy and
priced at Union Pacific-compa-
rable margins, the corporation
would be valued somewhere
between $ 56 billion and § 90
billion at commercial parity.

NABARD - A §107 billion
balance sheet growing at 14 per
cent. India's largest agricultural
development finance institu-
tion. In an era of ESG capital
seeking credible emerging-mar-
ket deployment, a listed
NABARD attracts green bond
funds, climate finance vehicles,
and multilateral co-investors
that no other entity in this port-
folio would reach. Base-case
valuation: $18-22 billion.

NSIL /ISRO - India's pride,
ISRO, has a glorious record of
accomplishments. Its capacity
for frugal cost space missions
- the Mars mission cost less
than what it cost to make Gravity
- makes itan outlier globally. Com-
mercial revenues of $400 million
are growing at 24 per cent annu-
ally on the world's most cost-com-
petitive launch platform. It may
not achieve SpaceX's valuation,
but ISRO is in the space and de-
serves corporatisation and
monetisation.

Haunted Or Hunted? Why The Ghosts
Of 2015 Continue 1o Shadow Sukhbir Badal

Punjab's political memory
becomes particularly unforgiv-
ing when questions of power
intersect with faith, injury and
delayed justice. More than a
decade after the 2015 sacrilege
incidents and the police firing
at Behbal Kalan, Sukhbir Singh
Badal continues to face sus-
tained political attacks. The rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party, along
with dissident Akalis and other
opponents, repeatedly return to
Bargari, Kotkapura and Behbal
Kalan whenever Shiromani
Akali Dal-Badal (SAD-B) at-
tempts to rebuild its
organisation or regain political
ground. Sukhbir Singh Badal
may have completed the reli-
gious punishment imposed
upon him, but his party is still
being made to serve a political
punishment. That raises an un-
comfortable question: is SAD-
Badal genuinely haunted by an
unresolved past, or are the rul-
ing party and its other rivals de-
liberately keeping that past
alive because it remains the
Badal leadership's greatest po-
litical vulnerability? The an-
swer lies somewhere between
the two.

Why 2015 Has Returned to
the Political Debate

The Behbal Kalan investiga-
tion has once again brought the
events of 2015 to the centre of
Punjab politicsAccording to
reports, the SIT questioned
former Akal Takht Jathedar
Giani Raghbir Singh about the
proceedings held before the
Akal Takht on December 2,
2024, including the answers
given by Sukhbir Singh Badal.
The exact nature of what was
acknowledged during those
proceedings, and its possible
legal relevance, is now sharply
disputed. Giani Raghbir
Singh's reported account has
been interpreted by SAD's op-

ponents as carrying specific
implications for the Behbal
Kalan case. Sukhbir Singh
Badal and his party reject that
interpretation, maintaining that
he accepted broad moral and
political responsibility as the
head of the then government,
rather than criminal responsi-
bility for a particular act.
Sukhbir Singh Badal reacted
strongly."Neither am I afraid of
cases being registered against
me, nor am I afraid of going to
jail," he said. He also clarified
his Akal Takht submission, "As
a humble Sikh, I took full re-
sponsibility for any fault com-
mitted by the SAD government
and even for causing hurt, if
any, to anyone." His party ar-
gues that statements made by
a Sikh while submitting to a re-
ligious process should not be
selectively converted into evi-
dence of criminal liability. Ac-
cording to the party, doing so
could compromise the au-
tonomy and sanctity of the Akal
Takht. Its opponents offer a
different argument. They say
that an acknowledgment made
before the Akal Takht, the high-
est temporal seat of the Sikhs,
cannot be invoked for religious
atonement and then treated as
irrelevant when questions of
governmental accountability
arise. The distinction is crucial.
A general acceptance of moral
or political responsibility is not
automatically an admission of
involvement in a particular
criminal act. Nevertheless, the
SIT development has ensured
that the past is again shaping
the present.

From a Law and Order Fail-
ure to a Crisis of Faith

The sacrilege controversy
was never viewed in Punjab as
an ordinary administrative fail-
ure. It entered Sikh religious
memory. The police firing at
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Behbal Kalan, in which two
anti-sacrilege protesters were
killed, deepened the rupture.
Questions over who
authorised the police response,
what senior functionaries knew
and why accountability re-
mained delayed transformed
the episode into a continuing
crisis of confidence. Congress,
the Aam Aadmi Party, dissident
Akalis and other Panthic for-
mations have all used the is-
sue against the Badal leader-
ship. But it would be too con-
venient to suggest that the
controversy survives only be-
cause political opponents keep
reviving it. Rivals can exploit a
wound; they cannot sustain it
indefinitely unless a section of
society continues to believe
that it has not healed.

The December 2024 Pro-
ceedings

Against this background,
Sukhbir Singh Badal and sev-
eral former Akali ministers ap-
peared before the Akal Takht
on December 2, 2024. Sukhbir
did not appear only as a former
deputy chief minister or party
president. He appeared as a
Sikh submitting to the author-
ity of the Akal Takht. During
the proceedings, he accepted
responsibility for mistakes
committed by the government
of that period, placing them, in

Shiromani

his words, in his own "jholi".
The Akal Takht imposed reli-
gious punishment on him and
other Akali leaders. Sukhbir
subsequently performed the
prescribed sewa at Sri Darbar
Sahib. During that period, an
armed man attempted to shoot
him outside the Golden Temple.
He escaped unharmed. The at-
tack was widely condemned,
and rightly so. But the attack,
the sympathy it generated and
the completion of the pre-
scribed sewa did not settle
SAD's larger political crisis.
Parkash Singh Badal, the father
of Sukhbir Singh Badal, had
died in April 2023. The Akal
Takht, however, posthumously
withdrew the Panth Rattan
Fakhr-e-Qaum title conferred
upon him in 201 1. That decision
was deeply symbolic. Badal
was a five-time chief minister
and one of the most conse-
quential figures in modern
Punjab politics. His admirers
remember him as a federalist, a
consensus-builder and an ar-
chitect of Hindu-Sikh political
cooperation. His critics asso-
ciate the final decade of his rule
with the sacrilege crisis, the
police firing, allegations of fail-
ure to control the drug trade,
and the concentration of politi-
cal and institutional influence.
Both versions now form part of
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his legacy.

Did Religious Atonement
Produce Political Closure?

The completion of the pre-
scribed sewa closed the reli-
gious punishment imposed
upon Sukhbir Singh Badal. It
did not, however, close the le-
gal investigation or restore po-
litical trust. The Akal Takht de-
termines matters of Sikh disci-
pline and Panthic conduct. In-
vestigative agencies and courts
deal with evidence and crimi-
nal responsibility. Voters make
a separate judgement about
political trust.

SAD therefore faces three
different tests:

- The religious test of its obe-
dience to the Akal Takht.

- The legal test before inves-
tigators and courts.

- The political test before
Punjab's electorate.

Organisational Reform or
Restoration?

The December 2024 direc-
tions went beyond personal
punishment. The Akal Takht
instructed SAD to accept
Sukhbir Singh Badal's resig-
nation and initiate
organisational restructuring
through a fresh membership
process. Although Sukhbir
had resigned in November
2024, the party formally ac-
cepted it in January 2025.
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World Day to Combat D

The World Day to Com-
bat Desertification and
Drought is observed every
year on 17 June under the
United Nations Convention
to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD). The day serves
as a global platform to raise
awareness and promote ac-
tion against desertification,
land degradation and
drought. Addressing an
event to commemorate the
World Day to Combat De-
sertification and Drought
2026 at Indira Paryavaran
Bhawan in New Delhi to-
day, Union Minister for En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate  Change  Shri
Bhupender Yadav said that
India’s approach demon-
strates that the conver-
gence of policy commit-
ment, scientific innovation
and public participation can
make environmental resto-
ration an effective pathway
towards sustainable devel-
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opment. Announcing that
India has already brought
21.76 million hectares of
land under restoration ef-
forts against its target of re-
storing 26 million hectares
by 2030 under the Bonn
Challenge, the Minister said
the country has consis-
tently advanced sustain-
able land management as a
Party to UNCCD. A person
in a suit stands at a podium,
speaking in front of a po-
dium, with a backdrop
showing a scenic land-
scape and a banner for an
environmental event.Al-
generated content may be
incorrect. Shri Yadav noted
that Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi had an-
nounced India’s commit-
ment to restore 26 million
hectares of degraded and
deforested land by 2030,
one of the largest restora-
tion commitments in the
world. "Restoration activi-

ties have generated around
1.22 billion person-days of
employment," he said. The
Bonn Challenge is a global
initiative launched in 2011
to restore degraded and
deforested landscapes, tar-
gets bringing 350 million
hectares under restoration
by 2030. The Minister
shared that more than 27
million hectares have been
treated under the Water-
shed Development Compo-
nent of Pradhan Mantri
Krishi Sinchayee Yojana
and over 61.3 million geo-
tagged natural resource
management assets have
been created. Shri Yadav
said greening and restora-
tion activities have been
undertaken across around
1.7 lakh hectares under the
Green India Mission, while
afforestation has been car-
ried out over around 3.20
lakh hectares through
CAMPA-supported activi-

HMEFCC Shri Bhupender Yadav Presides over Event to Mark

o

ties during the past five
years. The Minister said
Joint Forest Management
covers about 81.53 million
hectares and remains one of
the largest community-
based forest management
systems in the world. He
added that more than 1.21
lakh hectares have been
brought under agroforestry,
while bamboo plantations
have been established out-
side forests over nearly
60,000 hectares. The image
depicts a conference room
setting with a presentation
on the World Day to Com-
bat Desertification and
Drought, featuring a
speaker and a Q&A
session.Al-generated con-
tent may be
incorrect.Referring to the
Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi's “Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam” campaign,
Shri Yadav said more than
266 crore saplings have
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been planted across the
country. He also high-
lighted the role of platforms
such as Bhuvan, VEDAS
and Yuktdhara in enabling
science-based planning
and monitoring. The Min-
ister said the Aravalli Green
Wall Initiative has emerged
as an important landscape-
level restoration programme
and has surpassed its an-
nual targets during the fi-
nancial year 2025-26. He
said that a target has been
set to restore 54,000 hect-
ares of mangrove area by
2028 under the MISHTI
programme. Shri Yadav said
that under the National Plan
for Conservation of
Aquatic Ecosystems, con-
servation and restoration of
various wetlands, including
Ramsar sites, are being sup-
ported. He further said that
more than 260 million Soil
Health Cards have been is-
sued across the country,
which will play an important
role in preventing desertifi-
cation Speaking on the
theme of this year’s obser-
vance, “Rangelands: Rec-
ognize. Respect. Restore.”,
Shri Yadav said rangelands
and grasslands play an im-
portant role in biodiversity
conservation, livestock-
based livelihoods, regula-
tion of the water cycle, car-
bon sequestration and cli-
mate resilience. The Minis-
ter said India’s drylands ex-
tend across around 228 mil-
lion hectares and are criti-
cally important for agricul-

ture, livestock rearing and
rural livelihoods. Citing the
India Desertification and
Land Degradation Atlas, he
said 97.85 million hectares
ofland, or 29.77 per cent of
the country’s geographical
area, are affected by land
degradation and desertifi-
cation. Shri Yadav said
India’s priorities include
landscape-level restoration,
drought resilience, science-
based monitoring, commu-
nity participation, nature-
based solutions and inno-
vative financing mecha-
nisms for restoration. He
emphasized that restoring
degraded land not only re-
vives ecosystems but also
strengthens livelihoods,
enhances resilience and se-
cures the future for coming
generations. The image
shows a group of people,
presumably dignitaries,
standing in a room with
decorations and docu-
ments related to environ-
mental and lifestyle themes,
including flags and titles of
individuals. On the occa-
sion, Shri Yadav also re-
leased a Special Issue of
Indian Forester and India’s
Second Progress Report on
the Bonn Challenge (2011—
2020). Prepared in the con-
text of the forthcoming
UNCCD COP-17 and the
International Year of Range-
lands and Pastoralists, the
Special Issue brings to-
gether scientific insights,
policy perspectives and
field experiences on sus-

tainable land management,
ecosystem restoration and
Land Degradation Neutral-
ity, with a special focus on
rangelands and grasslands.
Prepared by MoEFCC in
collaboration with TUCN,
the Bonn Challenge report
presents a comprehensive
assessment of India’s
progress towards its resto-
ration commitments. The
report documents restora-
tion efforts across States
and Union Territories, high-
lights their ecological and
socio-economic benefits
and reflects India’s contin-
ued efforts towards forest
landscape restoration, land
degradation neutrality and
ecosystem  resilience.
Speaking on the occasion,
Director General of Forests
& Special Secretary
(DGF&SS) Shri Sushil
Kumar Awasthi emphasized
the importance of restoring
degraded landscapes, pro-
moting sustainable forest
management and strength-
ening community participa-
tion to combat land degra-
dation and enhance climate
resilience.  Secretary,
MoEFCC, Shri Tanmay
Kumar highlighted the
Government's commitment
to ecosystem restoration
and sustainable land man-
agement through coordi-
nated efforts under various
national missions and
programmes. Dr Angela
Lusigi Resident Representa-
tive UNDP appreciated
India's initiatives in land-

esertification and Drought in New Delhi

scape restoration and reaf-
firmed the support of the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme in advanc-
ing nature-based solutions,
fostering partnerships, and
promoting inclusive actions
to address desertification
and drought while contrib-
uting to sustainable devel-
opment goals. The event
brought together around
200 participants, including
representatives of Central
and State Governments, re-
search institutions, interna-
tional organisations, devel-
opment partners, civil soci-
ety organisations and tech-
nical experts. The technical
session featured presenta-
tions on India's progress
under the UNCCD frame-
work, opportunities for ad-
vancing Land Degradation
Neutrality and experiences in
grassland restoration. The
deliberations underscored
that achieving Land Degra-
dation Neutrality and India's
enhanced Bonn Challenge
target will require continued
collaboration among govern-
ments, local communities, re-
search institutions, civil soci-
ety organizations, and devel-
opment partners. The event
concluded with a renewed
commitment to accelerate res-
toration efforts, strengthen
sustainable land management
practices, and promote na-
ture-based solutions to com-
bat desertification, enhance
ecosystem resilience, and
secure a greener future for
generations to come.

Dr Jitendra Singh Showcases 12 Years of Landmark Reforms
in Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions

Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology
and Earth Sciences, and
Minister of State in the
Prime Minister’s Office,
Personnel, Public Griev-
ances and Pensions,
Atomic Energy and Space,
Dr Jitendra Singh, today
called upon State Govern-
ments to actively adopt
Centre's besst gover-
nance platforms, adminis-
trative reforms and citi-
zen-centric service deliv-
ery models developed by
the Government of India,
saying these initiatives
have transformed public
administration, strength-
ened citizen trust and are
increasingly being stud-
ied internationally as suc-
cessful governance
models.The Minister said
platforms such as Mis-
sion Karmayogi,
CPGRAMS, Digital Life
Certificate, CPGRAMS
Grievence platform and
other technology-driven
governance systems have
demonstrated how re-
forms can improve the life
of citizens while enhanc-
ing transparency, ac-
countability and effi-
ciency, and should be
replicated more widely
across the country to ac-
celerate the journey to-
wards Viksit Bharat 2047.

Addressing a press
conference on the “12
Years’ Achievements of
the Ministry of Person-
nel, Public Grievances and
Pensions”, Dr Jitendra
Singh said that under the
leadership of Prime Min-

ister Shri Narendra Modi,
governance reforms have
ceased to be merely ad-
ministrative exercises and
have become powerful in-
struments of social and
economic transformation.
The event was attended
by Secretary, Department
of Personnel and Training
(DoPT), Smt. Rachna
Shah; Secretary, Depart-
ment of Administrative
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances (DARPG) and De-
partment of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare
(DoPPW), Smt. Nivedita
Shukla Verma; Smt. Nanu
Bhasin, Director General,
Press Information Bureau
and senior officers of the
Government of India. Re-
calling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision
that “Good Governance is
the key to a Nation’s
progress”, Dr Jitendra
Singh said the last twelve
years have witnessed a
profound transformation
in the functioning and
identity of institutions re-
sponsible for personnel
administration, gover-
nance reforms and pen-
sioners’ welfare. He said
departments that once
operated largely in the
background have today
become the principal driv-
ers of reform, innovation
and citizen-centric gover-
nance. The Department of
Personnel and Training
has emerged as a catalyst
for reform across govern-
ment, the Department of
Administrative Reforms
and Public Grievances has
become central to improv-
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accountability, while the
Department of Pension
and Pensioners’ Welfare
has expanded its focus
from pension processing
to ensuring dignity, wel-
fare and quality of life for
retirees. Dr Jitendra Singh
said that the transforma-
tion has been guided by
three core principles- in-
novation, imagination
and inclusion. These re-
forms, he said, have been
driven by technology, ad-
ministrative sensitivity
and an understanding of
the aspirations of a
changing India. As a re-
sult, several Indian gov-
ernance initiatives are
now attracting global at-
tention, with delegations
from countries including
South Africa, Mongolia
and the Maldives study-
ing India’s experiences in
public administration,
digital governance, griev-
ance redressal and civil
service reforms. High-
lighting landmark reforms
that changed the relation-
ship between citizens and
the State, Dr Jitendra
Singh recalled the
Government’s decision to
introduce self-attestation
of documents soon after
assuming office in 2014.
He described it as a sym-
bolic and substantive
shift away from colonial-
era practices, replacing
bureaucratic hurdles with
trust in citizens. The re-
form, he said, sent a pow-
erful message that gover-
nance in a modern democ-
racy must be based on
trust rather than suspi-

v

cion. The Minister said
another transformative
decision was the aboli-
tion of interviews for
Group B (Non-Gazetted)
and Group C posts, which
reduced subjectivity and
strengthened merit-based
recruitment. This reform,
together with technology-
driven examination sys-
tems, Aadhaar-enabled
verification, computer-
based testing and legisla-
tive safeguards such as
the Public Examinations
(Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024, has
made recruitment faster,
more transparent and
more credible. He added
that the Government’s
commitment to fair recruit-
ment has also been re-
flected in the success of
the National Rozgar Mela,
through which more than
12 lakh appointment let-
ters have been distributed
across 19 events since
October 2022. Dr Jitendra
Singh said social justice
has remained at the heart
of personnel policies. He
highlighted implementa-
tion of reservation for
Economically Weaker
Sections, enhanced op-
portunities for Persons
with Benchmark Disabili-
ties, special drives to fill
backlog vacancies and
sustained efforts to im-
prove representation of
disadvantaged sections
in public employment.
These measures, he said,
have ensured that gover-
nance reforms are accom-
panied by greater social
equity and inclusion. De-
scribing Mission
Karmayogi as one of the
most ambitious civil ser-
vice reforms undertaken
anywhere in the world,
the Minister said it has
fundamentally changed
the philosophy of capac-
ity building by shifting
from rule-based adminis-
tration to role-based and
competency-driven gov-
ernance. The
1iGOTKarmayogi platform,
with over 1.65 crore reg-
istered users and nearly 13
crore course completions,

has created a continuous
learning ecosystem for
public servants. He said
the integration of Artifi-
cial Intelligence through
Al Sarthi, AT Tutor and
Al-enabled learning tools
is helping build a future-
ready civil service
equipped to meet emerg-
ing challenges. Dr
Jitendra Singh said that
some of the most visible
outcomes of governance
reforms have been wit-
nessed in citizen griev-
ance redressal and public
service delivery. He noted
that annual grievances
registered with the Gov-
ernment have increased
from around two lakhs to
nearly twenty-five lakhs,
reflecting growing public
confidence in institutional
responsiveness. At the
same time, grievance
redressal timelines have
come down dramatically,
with average disposal pe-
riods reducing from 157
days to just 13 days, dem-
onstrating the impact of
technology, accountabil-
ity and continuous moni-
toring. He described
CPGRAMS as one of the
world’s largest and most
effective citizen grievance
redressal platforms. The
Minister said technology
has emerged as the defin-
ing enabler of gover-
nance reform over the last
twelve years. From online
RTI systems and e-HRMS
to e-Office, digital perfor-
mance appraisal systems,
Al-enabled citizen inter-
faces and paperless ad-
ministration, digital plat-
forms have significantly
enhanced efficiency,
transparency and acces-
sibility. He said India is
no longer merely adopt-
ing global best practices
but is increasingly creat-
ing governance solutions
that are being emulated
elsewhere. Referring to
anti-corruption and trans-
parency initiatives, Dr
Jitendra Singh said the
Government has strength-
ened the institutional
framework through the
operationalisation of the

Lokpal, amendments to
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act and technology-
enabled vigilance mecha-
nisms. He said reforms
have sought to ensure ac-
countability while simul-
taneously creating an en-
vironment in which hon-
est and well-intentioned
decision-making is en-
couraged and protected.
The Minister also high-
lighted a series of em-
ployee-centric reforms
that have infused greater
empathy into governance.
These include expanded
maternity and child care
provisions, leave benefits
relating to surrogacy,
special leave for organ
donation and enhanced
educational support for
differently-abled children.
He particularly referred to
the introduction of special
maternity leave in cases of
stillbirth and reforms ex-
tending family pension
benefits to divorced and
separated daughters, say-
ing these measures reflect
a governance approach
that recognizes human re-
alities and seeks to ad-
dress long-standing ineq-
uities. On pension reforms,
Dr Jitendra Singh said the
Government has worked to
ensure that retirement is
accompanied by dignity,
convenience and security.
He highlighted the suc-
cess of the Digital Life
Certificate initiative, in-
cluding the adoption of
face-recognition technol-
ogy, which has eliminated
the need for many elderly

pensioners to physically
visit offices. He also re-
ferred to Pension Adalats,
pension grievance
redressal systems and the
Anubhav platform, which
captures the knowledge
and experience of retiring
employees and converts it
into an institutional re-
source for future genera-
tions. Dr Jitendra Singh
said India has also
emerged as a leading voice
in global efforts relating to
transparency and anti-
corruption. He referred to
India’s initiatives during
its G20 Presidency, en-
gagement under BRICS
and innovations such as
the BharatPOL platform
and the Abhay AI
Chatbot, which are
strengthening interna-
tional cooperation, com-
bating emerging forms of
crime and empowering citi-
zens in the digital age. Pre-
senting the achievements
of the Department of Per-
sonnel and Training, Sec-
retary DoPT, Rachna Shah,
highlighted major ad-
vances in recruitment re-
forms, personnel adminis-
tration and capacity build-
ing. She detailed the ex-
pansion of the
iGOTKarmayogi ecosys-
tem, reforms undertaken
by UPSC and SSC, the in-
troduction of Al-enabled
tools for training and hu-
man resource manage-
ment, cadre reviews, re-
cruitment rule reforms and
initiatives aimed at creat-
ing a more agile, skilled
and performance-oriented

-l

civil service. Highlighting
achievements of the De-
partment of Administrative
Reforms and Public Griev-
ances and the Department
of Pension and Pension-

ers’ Welfare, Nivedita
Shukla Verma said the
Government has signifi-
cantly expanded digital
governance systems and
citizen-centric service de-
livery mechanisms over
the last decade. She high-
lighted the nationwide ex-
pansion of e-Office, the
success of Special Cam-
paigns for Swachhata and
reduction of pendency,
the introduction of Al-en-
abled grievance redressal
tools such as Samadhan
Didi, the growing reach of
the Bhavishya portal, and
plans for an integrated AI-
enabled single-window
pension platform with
multilingual support aimed
at achieving a zero-delay
pension regime. Conclud-
ing the interaction, Dr
Jitendra Singh said that
the achievements of the
last twelve years demon-
strate how governance re-
forms can become power-
ful vehicles of national
transformation when
driven by trust, technol-
ogy and a citizen-first ap-
proach. The journey from
procedural administration
to responsive gover-
nance, he said, has
strengthened public con-
fidence, improved service
delivery and created a
strong foundation for
building a developed In-
dia by 2047.
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12 Years of Transformative Growth in I’harmacéuticals
sector Driving Affordable Healthcare and Atmanirbhar Bharat

v Ry
Department of
Pharmaceuticals

LT

India’s Pharma PLI: Investment,
Output and Impact

42,694.89 Cr
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Investment Mobilized

Since Inception
(24 February 2021)
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India's pharmaceutical
landscape has witnessed a
remarkable growth and
transformation in the last 12
years under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Department of
Pharmaceuticals under the
Ministry of Chemicals and
Fertilisers has advanced
affordable healthcare,
strengthened domestic
manufacturing, fostered
innovation and reinforced
India's position as the
"Pharmacy of the World"
through a combination of
people-centric initiatives
and industry-focused re-
forms in the pharmaceuti-
cal sector. The expansion of

the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBIJP) is one of the
Department's most impactful
achievements. From around
84 functional Jan Aushadhi
Kendras in 2014, the net-
work has grown to more than
19,200 Kendras across the
country in 2026, making
quality generic medicines
accessible at affordable
prices to millions of citizens.
The scheme has expanded
significantly in remote re-
gions, including the eight
North Eastern States where
the number of Kendras in-
creased from just one in 2014
to4171in2026. Several states
have recorded steady expan-

sion under the scheme.
Uttar Pradesh leads the
country with 4,042 JAKs,
followed by Kerala (1,791),
Karnataka (1,665), Tamil
Nadu (1,591), Bihar (1,183),
West Bengal (937), Gujarat

(918), Odisha (852),
Rajasthan (718) and
Mabharashtra (741).

The national capital New
Delhi has witnessed growth
from 4 Kendras in 2014 to
645 Kendras in 2026, Jammu
& Kashmir from 6 to 358
Kendras, Himachal Pradesh
from 8 to 76, Punjab from 20
to 556 and Tripura from 1 to
33. By ensuring access to
quality generic medicines at
substantially lower prices,
the Pradhan Mantri
Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Pariyojana has helped citi-
zens save more than 740,000
crore on their healthcare
expenses.

To strengthen domestic
manufacturing and reduce
import dependence, the
Government of India
launched the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI)
Schemes for Pharmaceuti-
cals and Medical Devices in
2020-21. The PLI Scheme
for Pharmaceuticals has at-
tracted cumulative invest-
ments of ?742,694.89 crore
and generated cumulative
sales 0f ?3,43,215.27 crore,
while creating employment
for over 1.13 lakh persons.
The scheme by
incentivising production of
high-value medicines such
as biopharmaceuticals,
complex generic drugs has
strengthened India's capa-
bilities and reinforced its

position as the Pharmacy of
the World.

Similarly, the PLI Scheme
for Promoting Domestic
Manufacturing of Medical
Devices has attracted in-
vestments worth ?71,136.23
crore and generated cumu-
lative sales of ?29,402.93
crore. The scheme has cre-
ated employment for 6,822
persons and accelerated
the domestic manufactur-
ing of critical medical de-
vices, contributing to self-
reliance in the Med Tech
sector.

To boost domestic manu-
facturing of bulk drugs and
reduce import dependence,
under the Bulk Drug Parks
Scheme three Bulk Drug
Parks are being set up in
Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh.
These parks are creating
world-class infrastructure,
strengthening the pharma-
ceutical supply chain and
supporting the vision of an
Atmanirbhar and globally
competitive pharmaceutical
sector.

Under the Scheme for
Promotion of Medical De-
vice Parks launched on 21
July 2020, Medical Device
Parks are being set up in
Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh. It
aims to strengthen India's
medical devices sector
through shared infrastruc-
ture and reduced produc-
tion costs and promote self-
reliance in medical device
manufacturing.

The Pharmaceutical &
Medical Device Promotion
and Development Scheme

(PMPDS) has further
strengthened the sector
through policy support,
stakeholder engagement
and knowledge generation.
Under the scheme, 47 stake-
holder events and 12
sectoral studies have been
conducted, facilitating in-
dustry-government col-
laboration, promoting inno-
vation and supporting evi-
dence-based policymaking.

Further, Biopharma
SHAKTI (Strategy for
Healthcare Advancement
through Knowledge, Tech-
nology, and Innovation)
announced in 2025-26
Budget with an outlay of
710,000 crore over 5 years
aims to strengthen India's
Bio pharmaceuticals sec-
tor and improve access to
affordable biological medi-
cines by supporting self-
reliant ecosystem for
biologics and biosimilars.

Together, these initia-

tives reflect the
Government's commitment
to building an

Atmanirbhar Bharat, pro-
moting investment and in-
novation, creating em-
ployment opportunities
and positioning India as a
globally competitive hub
for pharmaceuticals,
biopharmaceuticals and
medical devices. As India
moves towards the goal of
Viksit Bharat@?2047, the
Department of Pharmaceu-
ticals is suitably placed to
play a critical role in ensur-
ing accessible healthcare
and fostering innovation
led growth in the pharma-
ceutical sector.

Indian Railways Approves Rebuilding of Shastriya
ROB in Indore Yard at 2139 Crore to Improve Urban
Mobility and Rail-Road Connectivity

In a major boost towards
improving urban transpor-
tation infrastructure and
enhancing rail-road con-
nectivity in Madhya
Pradesh, Indian Railways
has approved the rebuild-
ing of Road Over Bridge
(ROB) No. 103-C, popu-
larly known as Shastriya
Bridge, in Indore Yard at a
cost of ?139 crore.The
project has been sanc-
tioned under Indian Rail-
ways’ ongoing programme
for construction and mod-
ernization of road over
bridges, road under

bridges and related infra-
structure aimed at improv-
ing mobility and safety at
railway crossings.

Modern Four-Lane
Bridge for Improved Traffic
Movement

The approved project in-
volves construction of a 4-
lane Road Over Bridge fea-
turing a 72-metre camel-back
superstructure with PSC
girders and a full viaduct ar-
rangement. The new bridge
is designed to accommodate
increasing traffic demand
while providing smoother
and safer movement for

commuters. To facilitate lo-
cal traffic circulation and
maintenance access, 6-
metre-wide service roads
will be provided on both
sides beneath the bridge.
Comprehensive Infra-
structure Upgradation
Apart from reconstruc-
tion of the bridge structure,
the project includes exten-
sive utility shifting and
modernization works. Exist-
ing sewer infrastructure will
be relocated and upgraded
through construction of
new sewer lines to ensure
uninterrupted drainage ser-

vices.

The project also in-
cludes shifting and re-
newal of electrical infra-
structure, including instal-
lation of new poles, light-
ing systems and associ-
ated equipment, ensuring
improved public utility ser-
vices and urban infrastruc-
ture integration.

Boost to Connectivity
and Urban Development

The rebuilding of
Shastriya Bridge will sig-
nificantly improve road
connectivity in Indore, re-
duce traffic bottlenecks

and enhance ease of move-
ment for residents. The
project is expected to
strengthen integration be-
tween railway and urban
transport infrastructure
while supporting the city's
growing mobility require-
ments.

The approval reflects In-
dian Railways’ continued
commitment towards mod-
ern infrastructure develop-
ment, improved passenger
and public convenience,
and creation of safer and
more efficient transport net-
works across the country.

Researchers tracking air quality risks in the
Himalaya, identify shift from clean to polluted air

A new study by re-
searchers has revealed that
even pristine remote Hima-
layan regions are no longer
untouched by air pollution,
with measurable impacts
on air quality and potential
long-term health
risks. NMHCs are a group
of reactive gases emitted
from fuel use, vehicles, and
other human activities that
play a key role in forming
ozone and secondary aero-
sols. Itis important to trace
them and evaluate their im-
plications for regional air

quality and potential im-
pacts on human health.
Munsyari provides a
unique environment to in-
vestigate the influence of
local anthropogenic activi-
ties, including tourism, as
well as regional transport
processes on the distribu-
tion of NMHC:s.
Researchers from
Aryabhatta Research Insti-
tute of Observational Sci-
ences (ARIES), an autono-
mous institute of the Depart-
ment of Science and Tech-
nology (DST), spent a year

(2022-2023) measuring
non-methane hydrocar-
bons (NMHCs) in
Munsyari, a high-altitude
Himalayan tourist destina-
tion.

The researchers ob-
served clear seasonal pat-
terns, with lower NMHC
levels during winter and the
monsoon and significantly
higher concentrations dur-
ing spring and autumn. It
was found that fuel usage
(LPG and diesel), vehicular
emissions, and local con-
struction activities as the

dominant contributors in-
fluencing air quality at this
remote site. Importantly, the
aromatic hydrocarbons
such as benzene and xylene
were found to strongly con-
tribute to the formation of
secondary pollutants like
ozone, known to affect both
climate and human health in
the troposphere.

A regional comparison
shows that NMHC levels at
Munsyari are higher than
those observed at another
high-altitude site (Nainital),
though they remain lower

than levels reported in
nearby urban centers such
as Haldwani and Delhi.

These findings show that
human-caused pollution is
reaching even remote parts
of the Himalayas. While im-
mediate health risks are low,
long-term exposure to ben-
zene poses a cancer risk that
exceeds safety limits. This
study highlights that pollu-
tion is worsening, making
constant monitoring and
specific cleanup plans es-
sential for these sensitive
regions.

Saket Building Collapse: Delhi High Court Orders
Deletion Of Additional Videos Targeting Judge

Delhi: The Delhi High
Court directed the removal
of additional videos up-
loaded by Dr Kapil Kakkar
after finding that he had
continued to make allega-
tions against a sitting High
Court judge in connection
with the Saket building col-
lapse that claimed six lives
on May 30, according to
Bar & BenchThe Court
noted the new content de-
spite an earlier order requir-
ing the deletion of similar
videos and the blocking of
Kakkar's social media ac-
counts, the report added.
A Division Bench of Jus-
tices Neena Bansal Krishna

and Madhu Jain passed the
order after the Delhi High
Court Bar Association
(DHCBA) informed the
Court that Kakkar had up-
loaded additional videos re-
peating the allegations, Bar
& Bench reported.

The Bench was told that
after the High Court heard
the matter on June 8 and or-
dered the blocking of
Kakkar’s social media ac-
counts and removal of vid-
eos against the judge, he
uploaded further content
with similar allegations, the
report said. Senior Advocate
N Hariharan, appearing for
the DHCBA, said that in the

new videos, Kakkar also
stated that his account had
been ordered to be blocked
and urged people to follow
his personal account. The
advocate further stated that
Kakkar sought monetary
donations from people, ac-
cording to Bar & Bench. The
Court further questioned
whether its orders were serv-
ing as an effective deterrent
against such conduct after
examining the videos. “What
do we do with social media?
In every single case, the
courts have come down
heavily, but is it acting as a
deterrent? This is becoming
increasingly common. What

do you do with individuals
who have chosen to go ab-
solutely haywire? There are
so many cases where people
have been sent to jail, don’t
say we have been kind,” the
Courtremarked, Bar & Bench
reported.

On June 8, the Court had
directed the removal of vid-
eos and social media posts
by Kakkar in which he called
the High Court judge a “mur-
derer” and blamed him for the
deaths in the Saket collapse.
Ithad also ordered the block-
ing of his X, Meta and
YouTube accounts, accord-
ing to Bar & Bench. The
DHCBA filed a criminal con-

tempt petition against Kakkar
for allegedly making scandal-
ous and disrespectful com-
ments about the judiciary
and a sitting High Court
judge, which led to the order.
The DHCBA stated Kakkar
had wrongly alleged that the
judge had dismissed a peti-
tion to halt illegal construc-
tion at the building because
of a corrupt nexus with mu-
nicipal authorities. The Bar
Association argued that the
court order quoted by Kakkar
allowed withdrawal of the
petition with liberty to file a
fresh one as the property
owner was not impleaded,
Bar & Bench reported.

Many Voices, One Region: 19th MIFF
curates special section to showcase
films from North-East India

The 19th Mumbai
International Film
Festival (MIFF 2026),
being held from June 15
to 21,2026, has a
specially curated
section dedicated to
short fictions and
documentaries coming
from the culturally-rich
north- eastern states.
These films showcase
the rich traditions,
historical, and ecologi-
cal tapestry of India’s
North-East. Through
portraits of remarkable
individuals, enduring
traditions, varying
communities, and
landscapes under
change, these films
reveal the many voices
that define India’s
North-East. Made in
local languages like
Khasi, Nagamese, Ao,
Kokborok, Bhutia,
Assamese, Manipuri
and Mizo, these films
introduce festival
audiences to the vibrant
mosaic of heritage,
identity, resilience, and
nature that continues to
shape the rhythms of
everyday life in the
region.

KA PATENG (Khasi)

Directed by Sankirang
L. Khongwir and
produced by Ponvishal
Chidambaranathan for
the National Film
Development Corpora-
tion Ltd., KA PATENG is
a 30-minute Khasi-
language short fiction
film from India (2023).

The film unfolds in the
aftermath of a mother’s
death, which brings
three estranged siblings
back together under the
same roof after years of
separation. The oldest
brother returns after a
long stay in the city, the
middle child carries the
weight of a painful
childhood memory, and
the youngest sister
harbours a secret that
makes her doubt her
imminent motherhood.

This 2023 documen-
tary, directed by Sanjib
Parasar and Nilakshi
Medhi and produced by
the National Film
Development Corpora-
tion Ltd., is presented in
English, Nagamese, and
Ao. The film chronicles
the extraordinary life
and legacy of Lentina
Ao, a social worker who
dedicated herself to the
welfare and upliftment
of the Naga people.
Beginning her journey
in 1955 as a midwife in
the remote Naga Hills,
Lentina Ao devoted
decades to serving her
community, often
confronting social
injustices, entrenched
prejudices, and personal
hardships.

This 2024 documen-
tary, directed by Sujit
Debbarma and Pranab
Jyoti Deka and pro-
duced by Pranab Jyoti
Deka, Dilip Debbarma,
and Sujit Debbarma, is
presented in the
Kokborok and Kaubru
languages. Set against
the verdant landscapes
of Tripura, the film
explores the rich
cultural heritage of the
Reang community
through its traditional
attire and ornaments.
More than mere adorn-
ments, these garments
and ornaments serve as
enduring symbols of

beauty, spirituality,
identity, and protection,
carrying stories, beliefs,
and ancestral knowl-
edge across genera-
tions. By documenting
these living traditions,
the film offers a nu-
anced insight into the
community’s cultural
practices and the vital
role they play in pre-
serving collective
memory and identity.

This 2025 documen-
tary, directed by Samten
Bhutia and produced by
the National Film
Development Corpora-
tion Ltd., is a 90-minute
film in the Sikkimese
(Bhutia) language. Set
in the Himalayan state
of Sikkim, sheltered by
the majestic Mount
Kanchenjunga, the film
goes beyond the
region’s internationally
celebrated landscapes
and tourism appeal to
explore its lesser-known
history, culture, and
geography. Through a
deeper examination of
the state’s heritage and
identity, the documen-
tary offers a compelling
portrait of a land whose
rich legacy remains
largely unexplored.

The 2023-made
Assamese documentary
“Teens of 1942” is
directed by Samiran
Deka and produced by
Samiran Deka and
Bhaskar Jyoti Das.
Created as a tribute to
75 years of India’s
independence, the film
celebrates the extraordi-
nary patriotism of
teenage freedom
fighters Bholanath
Nagaria and Radha
Bora. Through a sensi-
tive reconstruction of
their fragmented
memories, the documen-
tary honours these
valiant yet unsung
heroes, preserving their
stories and inspiring
future generations with
their courage, sacrifice,

and commitment to the
nation’s freedom
struggle.This 2026
Mizo-language short
fiction film, directed by
Napoleon RZ Thanga, is
a 9-minute exploration
of tradition, belief, and
contemporary anxieties.
Drawing on the ancient
Mizo healing ritual of
Daibawl, in which a
Puithiam (healing priest)
performed ceremonies
and hung a Lenglep to
ward off evil spirits
believed to cause
illness, the film bridges
past and present. It
follows a frustrated
young man searching
for a way to cure his
ailing father, reflecting
on the tension between
traditional healing
practices and modern
desires for health and
well-being. Through
this narrative, the film
offers a glimpse into
Mizo cultural heritage
and enduring beliefs
surrounding illness and
healing. This 2025
documentary, directed
by Akanksha Sood
Singh and produced by
Roshni Nadar Malhotra
and Rushikesh Atmaram
Chavan, is a 30-minute
bi-lingual film made in
Manipuri and English. It
follows the story of the
Sangai, the endangered
deer subspecies that has
become the iconic
symbol of Manipur
state. Set against the
backdrop of a region
shaped by ethnic and
political tensions, the
documentary captures
the graceful animal
moving through the
state’s unique floating
grasslands while
highlighting its long
struggle for survival.
Through the Sangai’s
story, the film reflects on
the fragile relationship
between wildlife, habitat
conservation, and the
socio-political realities
of the region.
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10 tax-free income sources in India: India's emergency alert system susnended
temnnrarllvﬂ NDMA issues advisory

Check list of exempt earnings

y
y—

TAX-FREE

INCOME SOURCES

Most taxpayers look for
deductions and exemptions
to lower their tax bills. How-
ever, some income sources
are completely tax-free un-
der the Income Tax Act, al-
lowing individuals to keep
more of their earnings with-
out paying tax on them.
Agricultural income, gifts
from relatives, gratuity, cer-
tain interest earnings and
life insurance maturity pro-
ceeds are among the in-
comes that can qualify for
tax exemption. Knowing
these tax-free income
sources can help taxpayers
plan their finances better
and avoid unnecessary tax
liability. Here are 10 income
sources that can qualify for
tax-free treatment in India,
subject to specified condi-
tions.

1. Agricultural income

Agricultural income
earned from land situated in
India is exempt from tax un-
der Section 10(1) of the In-
come Tax Act. This includes
income from cultivation and
sale of crops, rent from ag-
ricultural land and income
generated through agricul-
tural operations. However,
agricultural income earned
from land located outside
India is taxable for Indian
residents.

2. Gifts from relatives
and inheritance

Certain gifts received by
an individual are fully ex-
empt from tax. These in-
clude:

Gifts received from speci-
fied relatives

Gifts received on the oc-
casion of marriage

Property or money re-
ceived through inheritance

Amounts received under
awill

Money received in con-
templation of the donor's
death

Gifts received from non-
relatives are tax-free only up
to Rs 50,000 in a financial
year. If the value exceeds
this limit, the amount may
become taxable under appli-
cable rules.

3. Scholarships and edu-
cational grants

Scholarships granted for
educational purposes are
exempt from tax under Sec-
tion 10(16).

The exemption applies
whether the scholarship is
awarded by the govern-
ment, educational institu-
tions, charitable
organisations or private
bodies.

There is no upper limit on
the amount that can be
claimed as exempt, provided
it is received to meet edu-
cational expenses.

4. Gratuity received on
retirement

Gratuity is a lump-sum
payment made by an em-
ployer when an employee
retires or leaves service af-
ter meeting the required
conditions. For government
employees, gratuity re-
ceived is fully exempt from
tax. For private-sector em-
ployees, gratuity up to Rs
20 lakh can qualify for tax
exemption under Section
10(10), subject to applicable
rules and eligibility condi-
tions.

5. Leave encashment

Leave encashment re-
ceived by Central and State
Government employees at
the time of retirement is fully
exempt from tax. For non-
government employees, ex-
emption is available up to
the limits prescribed under
tax laws. Currently, a maxi-
mum of Rs 25 lakh can
qualify for tax exemption,
subject to applicable con-
ditions. The exempt amount
depends on factors such as
salary, unutilised leave bal-
ance and the amount re-
ceived.

6. Receipts from a Hindu
Undivided Family (HUF)

Amounts received by an
individual as a member of a
Hindu Undivided Family
(HUF) are exempt from tax.
This exemption applies if
the HUF has been assessed
separately and has already
paid tax on its income. As a
result, family members are
not taxed again on distribu-
tions received from the
HUF.

7. Share of profit from a
partnership firm or LLP

A partner's share of profit
from a partnership firm or
Limited Liability Partnership
(LLP) is exempt from tax
under Section 10(2A). This
prevents double taxation
because the firm itself pays
tax on its income. However,
salary, commission, bonus
and interest received from
the firm remain taxable.

8. Tax-free interest in-
come

Several categories of in-
terest income enjoy tax ex-
emption under the Income
Tax Act.

These include:

Interest earned on
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana
accounts

Interest on eligible Pub-
lic Provident Fund (PPF)
balances

Interest from certain tax-
free bonds

Interest earned on NRE
accounts, subject to condi-
tions

Interest from specified

government-backed
schemes

Taxpayers should verify
the conditions attached to
each investment before
claiming exemption.

9. Provident Fund with-
drawals

Amounts received from
certain provident funds can
be tax-free subject to pre-
scribed conditions. For
government employees,
withdrawals from the Statu-
tory Provident Fund are ex-
empt from tax. In the case
of recognised provident
funds, withdrawals are gen-
erally tax-free if the em-
ployee has completed at
least five years of continu-
ous service, subject to ap-
plicable conditions.

10. Life insurance matu-
rity proceeds?

Maturity proceeds re-
ceived from life insurance
policies may qualify for tax
exemption under Section
10(10D), subject to pre-
scribed conditions. For cer-
tain policies issued after
specified dates, taxability
may depend on factors
such as annual premium,
aggregate premium and sum
assured.

Tax exemption vs tax de-
duction: What is the differ-
ence?

Tax exemptions and tax
deductions are often con-
fused, but they are not the
same.A tax exemption refers
to income that is completely
excluded from taxation. Such
income does not form part of
a taxpayer's taxable income.
A tax deduction, on the other
hand, reduces taxable income
after it has been calculated.
Common deductions include
those available under Sec-
tions 80C, 80D and other pro-
visions of the Income Tax Act.
While these income sources
are exempt from tax, each ex-
emption comes with specific
conditions and limits. Tax-
payers should check the ap-
plicable rules before claiming
any benefit while filing their
ITRs.

Why Elon Musk is being called the world's
first trllllonalre after Spacek IP02?

Elon Musk is being de-
scribed as the world's first
trillionaire after the block-
buster initial public offering
(IPO) of SpaceX sharply in-
creased the value of his
holdings in the company
and other businesses.

SpaceX's record-break-
ing IPO and market debut

SpaceX on Friday raised
arecord $75 billion through
its IPO, valuing the rocket,
satellite and artificial intelli-
gence company at $1.77 tril-
lion. SpaceX sold nearly 556
million shares at $135 each.
Shares opened at around
$150 and later climbed as
high as $168 before closing
just below $161, lifting the
company's valuation above

$2 trillion and making it the
sixth-largest publicly listed
company in the United
States, according to foreign
media reports.

How SpaceX's listing
boosted Musk's net worth

The rally has had a dra-
matic impact on Musk's per-
sonal fortune. According to
foreign media reports,
based on company filings
and its calculations, Musk's
holdings in SpaceX, Tesla
and other ventures would
push his net worth above
$1.1 trillion following the
listing. Similarly, reports
said that the surge in
SpaceX shares made Musk
the world's first trillionaire.
A large part of that wealth

comes from SpaceX itself.
As per foreign media re-
ports, Musk's stake in the
company is worth roughly
$866 billion, making it the
single biggest contributor
to his fortune. He also re-
mains the largest share-
holder and chief executive
of electric vehicle maker
Tesla, one of the world's
most valuable companies.

How far ahead is Musk
of other billionaires?

The milestone stands out
not only because of the
size of Musk's fortune but
also because of the gap be-
tween him and other billion-
aires. Foreign media reports
suggested that the world's
second-richest person is
worth around $300 billion,
less than one-third of
Musk's estimated wealth
following the SpaceX list-
ing. Investor enthusiasm is
being driven by Musk's
long-term plans for SpaceX,
which include expanding
satellite networks, building
space-based infrastructure
and artificial intelligence ca-
pabilities, and pursuing his

vision of establishing a hu-
man settlement on Mars.

Supporters see these ambi-
tions as creating enormous
future opportunities, while
critics argue that much of
the valuation depends on
technologies and business
models that are yet to be
fully proven. The develop-
ment has also attracted at-
tention in India. Kotak
Mahindra Bank founder
Uday Kotak described the
SpaceX listing as a "true
test for capitalism," saying
the company's valuation
does not fit traditional
metrics and represents a
major bet on the future. He
added that only time would
tell whether such expecta-
tions prove justified.
Whether SpaceX ultimately
delivers on its ambitious
goals remains uncertain. For
now, however, foreign media
reports suggest that the
company's record-breaking
IPO has pushed Musk's esti-
mated wealth beyond $1 tril-
lion, leading many interna-
tional outlets to describe him
as the world's first trillionaire.

Delhi electricity bills to rise as DERC clears
additional surcharge—How will it impact you?

Electricity bills in Delhi are
set to increase after the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Com-
mission (DERC) approved
additional Fuel and Power
Purchase Adjustment Sur-
charge (FPPAS) for distribu-
tion companies BRPL, BYPL,
and TPDDL for April 2026.
The order allows power
discoms to recover higher fuel
and power purchase costs,
which is expected to directly

increase consumer electricity
bills. According to the ap-
proved structure, BSES
Rajdhani Power Limited
(BRPL) has been permitted to
levy an additional 7.94 per
cent FPPAS over the existing
10 per cent cap, taking its to-
tal recoverable surcharge to
17.94 per cent. Similarly, BSES
Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL) has been allowed to
charge an extra 7.43 per cent

FPPAS over the 10 per cent
limit, bringing its total to 17.43
per cent. For Tata Power Delhi
Distribution Limited (TPDD
L), the regulator has approved
an additional 8.50 per cent
FPPAS over the 10 per cent
limit; however, its overall sur-
charge has been capped at 16
per cent, instead of 18.5 per
cent. Why is the additional
surcharge imposed?

The DERC stated that the

decision was taken due to a
sharp rise in electricity pur-
chase costs in April 2026, fol-
lowing requests for relief from
distribution companies. The
order will come into effect im-
mediately and will remain ap-
plicable on a month-to-
month basis until further no-
tice. The impact of the tariff
revision will vary across
Delhi depending on the dis-
tribution area.

The National Disaster
Management Authority is-
sues an advisory tempo-
rarily suspending the emer-
gency alert warning notifi-
cation, officially known as
the cell broadcast system
(CBS). According to the
advisory, the communica-
tion system will not be in
effect until further notice,
according to ANI report.

What is CBS? Why has
it been suspended?

Cell Broadcast System is
a public warning system
used to broadcast emer-
gency alerts and disaster-
related information to mo-
bile users across affected
regions. As per the advi-
sory, officials have not
stated any reason behind
the action; however, it has
been indicated that neces-
sary technical and proce-
dural reasons may be under-
way in coordination with
relevant agencies. This
alert system was part of the
integrated alert system
(SACHET), which was
based on the globally ac-
cepted Common Alerting
Protocol (CAP) and is op-
erational across 36 states
and union territories. Offi-
cials added that updates
regarding the restoration of
the service will be an-
nounced in due course, de-
pending on further direc-
tions from the NDMA, as
the suspension is tempo-
rary.

Recent emergency alert

Extremely Severe Alerts

Extremely severe alert

India, launches Cell Broadcast
using indigenous technology, for
instant disaster alerting service
for its citizens. Alert citizens, safe
nation. No action is required by
the public upon receipt of this
message. This is a test message. -
Government of India.

India, launches Cell Broadcast usinq

ic upon receipt of this
his is a test message.-

rnment of |ndias

On Thursday, June 11,
India received emergency
alert messages on their
phones regarding "severe
thunderstorms" (with wind
speed 70-90 KMph, gusting
to 100 kmph or more ) with
lightning and moderate to
intense spell of rain and hail
very likely to occur at a few
places over Agra, Aligarh,
among other regions in next
3 hours"

Reducing traditional
technology

According to the Minis-
try of Communications,
CBS conducts near-real-
time, geo-targeted alerts to
reach millions of users in-
stantly, ensuring that no
one in the affected area is
left out during critical cir-
cumstances. It stated that
the limitations of tradional
SMS based alert systems
were that they often get
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delayed or disrupted due to
highly congested net-
works. Officials also said
that the alerts are delivered
as priority pop-up notifica-
tions on mobile screens,
accompanied by loud alert
tones.

When was the Cell
Broadcast system
launched?

The Cell Broadcast sys-
tem was launched in the
month of May, 2026 by the
Central Government, which
said it was a significant up-
grade to the country's di-
saster warning and emer-
gency communication infra-
structure, aimed at enabling
near-real-time, geo-targeted
warnings to mobile devices
across the nation. The sys-
tem was inaugurated by the
Minister of Communica-
tions, Jyotiraditya Scindia,
who stated that this initia-

tive was a major step in
strengthening India's di-
saster framework. He also
stated that the launch re-
flects a clear shift from re-
active to proactive meth-
ods "Cell Broadcast Sys-
tem marks a transforma-
tive step in India's disas-
ter management frame-
work, reflecting our shift
from a reactive to a proac-
tive approach in safeguard
ing citizens," Scindia
stated earlier at the launch
event. The Cell Broadcast
System has been devel-
oped indigenously by the
Centre for Development of
Telematics (C-DOT) under
the Department of

Telecommunications
(DoT), in close collabora-
tion with the National Disas-
ter Management Authority
(NDMA) and the Ministry
of Home Affairs.

Rs 10,000 monthly RD for 10 years: Post Office or
SBI—Whlch gives the blgger maturity amount?

Recurring deposits (RDs)
are among the most popu-
lar investment options for
conservative investors be-
cause they offer fixed re-
turns that are not affected
by market fluctuations. By
investing a fixed amount
every month, investors can
build a sizeable corpus over
time while enjoying predict-
able returns. If you invest
Rs 10,000 every month for
10 years, both Post Office
RD and SBIRD can help you
accumulate a substantial
amount. However, the final
maturity value depends on
the interest rate offered by
each scheme. Here's a com-
parison of the maturity
amounts offered by Post
Office RD and SBI RD for
the same investment and
tenure.

Post Office RD vs SBI
RD: Rs 10,000 monthly in-
vestment for 10 years

For this comparison, we
have assumed a monthly in-
vestment of Rs 10,000 for 10
years. CThe total invest-
ment in both cases is Rs
12,00,000. However, the in-
terest earned and maturity
amount differ because of
the difference in interest
rates offered by Post Office
RDand SBIRD.

Post Office RD vs SBI
RD: Maturity amount com-
parison

Monthly investment: Rs
10,000

Investment period: 10
years

Total investment: Rs
12,00,000

Post Office RD

Interest rate: 6.7 per cent
per annum

Interest earned: Rs

5,08,546

Maturity amount: Rs
17,08,546

SBIRD

Interest rate: 6.05 per cent
per annum

Interest earned: Rs
448,781

Maturity amount: Rs
16,48,781

Which RD gives a higher
maturity amount?

Based on the current in-
terest rates, the Post Office
RD delivers a maturity
amount of approximately
Rs 17.09 lakh, while the SBI
RD generates around Rs
16.49 lakh on the same
monthly investment of Rs
10,000 for 10 years. This
means an investor can earn
nearly Rs 59,765 more by
choosing a Post Office RD
over an SBIRD for the same
investment period. These
calculations are based on
the prevailing interest rates.
Actual returns may vary if
either the Post Office or SBI
revises its RD rates in the
future.

What is a recurring de-
posit account?

A recurring deposit ac-
count allows individuals to
deposit a fixed amount ev-
ery month for a predeter-
mined period. Interest is
paid at a fixed rate, making
returns predictable and
helping investors develop
a disciplined savings habit.

Benefits of investing in
anRD

Recurring deposits are
popular among investors
who want predictable re-
turns and low risk. Since RD
interest rates are fixed at the
time of investment, returns
are not affected by market
volatility. RDs can also help
individuals develop a dis-
ciplined savings habit by
encouraging regular
monthly investments to-
wards long-term financial
goals.

Key features of Post Of-
fice RD

A Post Office RD account
can be opened with a mini-
mum monthly deposit of Rs

100, and there is no maxi-
mum investment limit. Pre-
mature closure is allowed
after three years from the
date of opening. If the ac-
count is closed before com-
pleting the tenure, the ap-
plicable interest SBI allows
customers to open an RD
account with a minimum
monthly deposit of Rs 100.
If six consecutive instal
ments are missed, the RD
account may be closed
prematurely and the bal-
ance amount paid to the

depositor.

SBI RD penalty for de-
layed instalments

For RD accounts with a
tenure of up to five years,
SBI charges a penalty of
Rs 1.50 per Rs 100 deposit
per month for delayed inst
alments. For RD accounts
with a tenure of more than
five years, the penalty is
Rs 2 per Rs 100 deposit
per month. However, the
total penalty cannot ex-
ceed the interest earned on
the RD account.

In how many years can you double
your investment in a bank FD?
Check out calculations to know

R

FD or fixed deposit is considered the safest way of invest-
ment, especially for senior citizens, because after retirement,
they don't want to chase high-risk investments; rather, they
prefer fixed returns. Banks and financial institutions already
offer better interest rates to senior citizens on FDs, and some
of them offer schemes that can potentially double their money
in 10 years. These schemes are best for risk-averse retirees.
In this article, we will see which bank gives better interest
rates on FDs to senior citizens, which can help significantly
grow their savings over a decade.

Bank of Baroda

Currently, Bank of Baroda (BoB) offers a 6.75 per cent
interest rate on its 1-year FD scheme to senior citizens.
The bank provides 6.75 per cent, 6.90 per cent, and 7 per
cent interest rates on 3-year, 5-year, and 10-year FD
schemes, respectively. Ifa senior citizen wants to double
their investment in 10 years, they can do so by depositing
their money in a 10-year FD scheme. Let's understand with
an example. Suppose Mr Ramesh deposited Rs 5,00,000 in
BoB's FD scheme for 10 years; he can easily earn Rs
5,00,798.67 interest (at 7% interest rate) on his investment.
This means the maturity amount would be Rs 10,00,798.67.

State Bank of India

Now, there is one more PSU bank that is currently offer-
ing a similar rate of interest in 10-year FD. The largest PSU
bank in India, the State Bank of India (SBI), is giving a 7.05
per cent interest rate on its 10-year FD scheme to senior
citizens. The bank offers 6.75 per cent, 6.80 per cent, and
7.05 per cent interest rates to senior citizens on its 1-year,
3-year, and 5-year FDs, respectively. Since the FD interest
rate is higher than the BoB's, senior citizens can earn more
interest on their investment if they choose SBI's scheme.
Again, let's understand with an example. Suppose Mr
Suresh deposited Rs 5,00,000 in BoB's FD scheme for 10
years; he can easily earn Rs 5,00,798.67 interest (at 7.05%
interest rate) on his investment. This means the maturity
amount would be Rs 10,05,728.40.
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