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Technologies that will shape India’s future

New Delhi:India has
transformed from a large
digital market into an emerg-
ing global technology
power over the last decade.
Earlier, India was largely
viewed as a vast consumer
base for digital services and
internet-driven platforms.
Today, the country is in-
creasingly shaping global
technology development
through Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI), indigenous
innovation, startup ecosys-
tems, and emerging tech-
nology capabilities. Sus-
tained government invest-
ments have strengthened
national capability, ex-
panded technological ca-
pacity, and enhanced glo-
bal credibility. Mission-
mode initiatives in Artificial
Intelligence (AI), semicon-
ductors, quantum tech-
nologies, supercomputing,
cloud computing, and
cybersecurity are shaping a
strong innovation ecosys-
tem. India’s trusted Digital
Public Infrastructure, inclu-
sive digital governance, and
growing global partner-
ships are positioning the
country as a reliable tech-
nology partner. These
achievements are laying
the foundation for Viksit
Bharat 2047 and strength-
ening India’s role in the glo-
bal technology landscape.

Before the Leap

Twelve years ago, India
began a determined journey
to make technology a key
driver of Viksit Bharat.
What followed was a sus-
tained national effort to
build digital infrastructure,
strengthen innovation, and
expand technology access
for every citizen. The Gov-

ernment strengthened na-
tional technological capa-
bility through dedicated
mission-mode programmes
in emerging technologies
such as semiconductors,
Artificial Intelligence (Al),
quantum technologies,
supercomputing,
blockchain, and cloud infra-
structure. Long-term policy
support and strategic in-
vestments enabled the de-
velopment of indigenous
technologies, secure digital
systems, and globally com-
petitive innovation ecosys-
tems.

This transformation was
supported by major invest-
ments in national capacity
building through large-
scale skilling initiatives, ad-
vanced research infrastruc-
ture, startup support, and
industry-academia collabo-
ration. Additionally, Cen-
tres of Excellence, research
hubs, semiconductor labo-
ratories, and emerging tech-
nology institutions were
established across the
country. These initiatives
created opportunities for
future-ready workforce de-
velopment across the
emerging sectors.

Enhanced capability and
expanded capacity have
further positioned India’s
global technological cred-
ibility. The country has built
trusted Digital Public Infra-
structure (DPI), secure digi-
tal governance systems,
and strong international
technology partnerships.
India demonstrated to the
world, how technology can
be deployed at population
scale while ensuring inclu-
sion, accessibility, and
affordability. Today, India is

not only adopting global
technologies, but also shap-
ing global conversations on
trusted, inclusive, and hu-
man-centric technological
development.

Digital India
Programme as the Back-
bone of Emerging Capa-
bilities

Digital India Programme,
launched in 2015, laid the
foundation for India’s
emerging technology eco-
system by strengthening
digital infrastructure across
the country. The rapid ex-
pansion of optical fibre net-
works created the backbone
for high-speed connectiv-
ity. Optical fibre coverage
increased from 19.35 lakh
route kilometres in 2019 to
42.36 lakh route kilometres
in 2025. This expansion im-
proved internet access, net-
work reliability, and digital
connectivity across urban
and rural India. India also
achieved one of the world’s
fastest 5G rollouts, with ser-
vices reaching 99.9% of dis-
tricts. Improved digital in-
frastructure accelerated
internet adoption nation-
wide. Internet connections
increased from 25.15 crore
in 2014 to 102.86 crore in
2026. Greater internet pen-
etration further expanded
broadband access, with
broadband connections
rising from 6.1 crore in 2014
t0 99.56 crore in December
2025. This digital expansion
connected citizens,
startups, businesses, edu-
cational institutions,
healthcare systems, and
government services to the
digital economy. Faster and
more reliable connectivity
also enabled the growth of

Al, cloud computing,
blockchain, fintech, and
other data-driven technolo-
gies. Affordable internet
further accelerated technol-
ogy adoption at population
scale. Average monthly
data consumption in-
creased from 61.66 MB in
2014 t024.01 GB in Decem-
ber 2025. During the same
period, data costs declined
sharply from 7269 per GB to
?78-10 per GB. Lower
internet costs expanded ac-
cess to telemedicine, online
education, digital pay-
ments, e-commerce, and e-
governance services. This
widespread digital adoption
created a strong user eco-
system for innovation,
startups, and digital entre-
preneurship.

Over the last 12 years,
Digital India has evolved
into the backbone of India’s
digital transformation. The
programme strengthened
digital infrastructure, ex-
panded connectivity, and
accelerated technology
adoption across sectors.
These efforts are position-
ing India as a globally com-
petitive digital economy
while also building strong
foundations for future
readiness and expanding
national capabilities in
emerging technologies.

Developing Capabilities
for Future Readiness

India is building a future-
ready technology ecosys-
tem through sustained in-
vestments in Al, semicon-
ductors, quantum tech-
nologies, and
supercomputing etc. Mis-
sion-driven programmes are
strengthening indigenous
innovation, research capa-
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bilities, and digital infra-
structure across sectors.
These initiatives are also
encouraging advanced
manufacturing, and strate-
gic technology develop-
ment, while reinforcing
India’s position as a reliable
and globally competitive
hub for emerging technolo-
gies.

Supercomputers for
High-Performance Com-
puting

Supercomputers are ex-
tremely powerful comput-
ers designed to perform bil-
lions of calculations every
second. They are used to
solve complex problems
that ordinary computers
cannot handle efficiently.
Today, they are critical for
weather forecasting, climate
modelling, Al, drug discov-
ery, etc. As data volumes
and computational de-
mands grow,
supercomputers help to ac-
celerate scientific innova-
tion, and make faster, evi-
dence-based decisions.
They have become essen-

tial infrastructure for tech-
nological leadership and
economic competitiveness.
Under the National
Supercomputing Mission
(NSM), launched in 2015
with an outlay of 74,500
crore, India has deployed
38 supercomputers with a
combined computing power
of 47 petaflops across lead-
ing institutions. A major
achievement is the develop-
ment of the indigenous
PARAM Rudra series, built
with Indian-designed hard-
ware and software. This
marks an important step to-
wards strengthening self-
reliance in high-perfor-
mance computing. Click to
Read More

India's Semiconductor
Ecosystem

Semiconductors form the
foundation of modern digi-
tal and emerging technolo-
gies. They power devices
used in communication,
mobility, defence, manufac-
turing etc. Technologies
such as Al, cloud comput-
ing, IoT, 5G, and advanced
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electronics depend heavily
on semiconductor capabil-
ity. To strengthen techno-
logical sovereignty, the
Government launched the
Semicon India Programme
in December 2021 with an
outlay of 776,000 crore. The
programme promoted semi-
conductor manufacturing,
display fabrication, chip
design, packaging, testing,
talent development, and re-
search collaborations.
Guided by Atmanirbhar
Bharat and Make in India.
It sought to integrate India
into global electronics value
chains. Building on this
momentum, the Union Bud-
get 202627 further an-
nounced India Semiconduc-
tor Mission (ISM) 2.0, with
an initial outlay of 71,000
crore for FY 2026-27. ISM
2.0 focuses on semiconduc-
tor equipment, materials,
indigenous intellectual
property, resilient supply
chains, research, training,
and advanced manufactur-
ing capabilities, positioning
India as a globally competi-

crorea

tive semiconductor hub.

Did You Know?

The Design Linked Incen-
tive (DLI) Scheme launched
in 2021, plays a major role
in developing India’s
fabless semiconductor eco-
system. Implemented under
the Semicon India
Programme, it supports
startups, MSMEs, and aca-
demic institutions through
financial incentives and ad-
vanced design infrastruc-
ture. The scheme covers
the full semiconductor de-
sign lifecycle. By strength-
ening indigenous chip de-
sign capabilities, the
scheme reduces import de-
pendence and promotes
higher domestic value ad-
dition in electronics
manufacturing. As of
March 2026, under the DLI
Scheme, 24 companies re-
ceived fiscal support and
105 applicants received
EDA tools support.
Seven chips have been
fabricated from 16 tape-
outs, including advanced
12 nm designs.

oriniagar to Host Panchayat Service Delivery Workshop

Regional Workshop
on Panchayat led
Service Delivery

Jammu and Kashmir:
The Ministry of Panchayati
Raj (MoPR) is organising a
Regional Workshop titled
Seva Se Samriddhi:
Panchayat-led Service De-
livery at Srinagar, Jammu
and Kashmir on 23rd June
2026. The workshop will be
inaugurated by Manoj
Sinha, Lieutenant Governor
of Jammu and Kashmir. Shri
Javid Ahmad Dar, Minister
for Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir; Shri Vivek Bharadwaj,
Secretary, Ministry of
Panchayati Raj; Ms. Palka

Sahni, Joint Secretary,
MoPR; and Shri
Mohammad Aijaz Asad,
Secretary, Rural Develop-
ment and Panchayati Raj,
Jammu and Kashmir, will
also be present on the oc-
casion.

The workshop is being
held in collaboration with
the Common Services Cen-
tre Special Purpose Vehicle
(CSC-SPV), Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology and the Depart-
ment of Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj, Gov-
ernment of Jammu and
Kashmir. It forms part of a

sustained series of initia-
tives undertaken by the
Ministry to facilitate im-
proved service delivery and
strengthen Ease of Living
in Grameen Bharat through
empowered, accountable,
and responsive Panchayati
Raj Institutions and Rural
Local Bodies. The work-
shop will bring together
Panchayat functionaries,
elected representatives, and
Village Level Entrepreneurs
(VLEs), along with State
Government officials from
seven States: Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu
and Kashmir, Jharkhand,

Karnataka, Uttarakhand,
and Uttar Pradesh. Repre-
sentatives from civil society
organisations, academic
and research institutions,
and organisations working
in rural technology and digi-
tal public infrastructure will
also participate, contribut-
ing diverse perspectives on
last-mile governance and
service delivery.As part of
the workshop, high-per-
forming Gram Panchayats
and outstanding Common
Service Centres (CSCs)
from the participating States
will be recognized and fe-
licitated. Deliberations will
focus on strengthening
Panchayat-led service de-
livery through digital trans-
formation, citizen participa-
tion, innovation, and im-
proved accessibility of
public services at the
grassroots. Panel discus-
sions, technical sessions,
and State-level experience-
sharing sessions will pro-
vide a structured platform
for inter-State knowledge
exchange and the dissemi-
nation of scalable gover-
nance models.

Yoga for Healthy Ageing Takes Centre Stage

New Delhi: The Minis-
try of Social Justice and
Empowerment marked the
International Day of Yoga
(IDY) 2026 with special
programmes focused on
senior citizens under the
theme “Yoga for Healthy
Ageing.” Union Minister
Dr.Virendra Kumar said
yoga brings people to-
gether beyond religion,
caste and creed while
promoting holistic health
and well-being

A major Yoga Day event
at Bharat Mandapam saw
the enthusiastic partici-
pation of around 1,300
senior citizens from
across Delhi-NCR. The
programme highlighted

yoga’s role in improving
physical fitness, emo-
tional well-being, mental
resilience and quality of
life among older adults.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Monali P. Dhakate,
Joint Secretary, empha-
sized that healthy ageing
includes physical, men-
tal, emotional and social
wellness, with yoga
serving as a key tool for
active and dignified age-
ing. The ministry reaf-
firmed its commitment to
building an inclusive,
age-responsive ecosys-
tem that supports the
health, participation and
well-being of senior citi-
zens across India.

e 7

The Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment
reiterated its commitment
to fostering an inclusive
and age-responsive eco-
system that promotes the
health, dignity and active
participation of senior
citizens. Through initia-

tives such as Interna-
tional Day of Yoga and
ongoing welfare progra
mmes, the Ministry contin-
ues to encourage healthy
ageing, social inclusion
and enhanced quality of
life for elderly citizens
across the country.

Special Drive Launched to
Clear Pending Labour Cases

New Delhi: As part of the
Special Drive launched by
the Office of the Chief
Labour Commissioner (Cen-
tral), Ministry of Labour
and Employment, Govern-
ment of India, from 01 June
2026 to 31 August 2026 for
the expeditious disposal of
long-pending labour cases,
a major initiative has been
undertaken in the New Delhi
Region. In furtherance of
the objectives of the Spe-
cial Drive, 178 claim cases
involving the Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC)
have been identified for fo-
cused hearing and disposal.
The Regional Labour Com-
missioner (Central), New
Delhi-cum-Authority under
the Code on Wages, 2019,

has issued notices on
15.06.2026 for the appear-
ance of the parties on
24.06.2026

In an unprecedented ex-
ercise aimed at reducing
pendency and ensuring
speedy delivery of justice,
all 178 cases have been
listed for hearing on a single
day. The entire day of 24
June 2026 has been exclu-
sively earmarked for mat-
ters pertaining to DMRC,
reflecting the commitment
of the labour administration
towards timely adjudication
of workers' claims. This fo-
cused initiative is expected
to significantly accelerate
the disposal of long-pend-
ing cases, provide timely
relief to workers, and en-

hance confidence in the
labour justice delivery
mechanism. It also demon-
strates the resolve of the
CLC(C) Organisation to
adopt innovative and re-
sult-oriented measures for
addressing case backlogs.

The exercise marks the
beginning of a new ap-
proach of bucketing simi-
lar cases and undertaking
cluster-based hearings,
enabling labour authori-
ties to deal with large vol-
umes of cases in an effi-
cient, structured, and time-
bound manner. The initia-
tive is expected to serve as
a model for speedy dis-
posal of pending matters
across the country and
contribute to greater ad-

ministrative efficiency in
labour law enforcement.
The Addl. General Man-
ager (Projects), DMRC,
recognizing the impor-
tance of expeditious dis-
posal of pending cases
and impact of the initiative
on workers, employers and
other stakeholders, has
assured its full coopera-
tion for success of the up-
coming special drive. The
Ministry of Labour and
Employment remains com-
mitted to ensuring effec-
tive grievance redressal,
strengthening industrial
relations, and safeguard-
ing the rights and welfare
of workers through re-
sponsive and accessible
labour administration.

Railways Approves Rs.270-Crore
Kavach Expansion

New Delhi:in a
major step towards
strengthening railway
safety through indig-
enous technology,
Indian Railways has
approved the provi-
sion of Kavach on 631
Route Kilometres
(RKm) of East Coast
Railway at a cost of
Rs.270 crore. The
project covers Ssix
important railway
sections of East Coast
Railway, namely
Baghuapal—-
Budhapank,
Haridaspur—Parad
eep, Khurda Road (KUR)-
Balangir, Naupada-
Gunupur, Lanjigarh Road-
Junagarh and Bobbili-
Salur.

Expansion of
Indigenous Auto-
matic Train Protec-
tion System

The sanctioned
work forms part of
Indian Railways’ larger
programme for de-
ployment of Kavach
with LTE-based
communication back-
bone across the
railway network.
Kavach is India’s
indigenously devel-
oped Automatic Train
Protection (ATP)
system designed to
enhance safety by
preventing signal
passing at danger
(SPAD), over-speed-
ing and train colli-
sions. The system

continuously monitors
train movement and
automatically applies
brakes whenever
required, significantly
improving operational
safety.

Enhanced Safety,
Speed and Reliability

Installation of
Kavach on these
routes will help
achieve a higher level
of safety in train
operations by provid-
ing automatic train
protection and colli-
sion avoidance capa-
bilities. In addition,
Kavach enables safer
and more reliable train
movement during
adverse weather
conditions, including

dense fog, thereby
improving service
reliability and punctu-
ality.

Strengthening
Safety Infrastructure
Across East Coast
Railway

The project is
expected to benefit
both passenger and
freight train opera-
tions across key
sections of Odisha
and neighbouring
regions served by
East Coast Railway. It
will further strengthen
Indian Railways’
ongoing mission to
expand Kavach
coverage across high-
density and strategi-
cally important routes.
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EDITORIAL

Trouble for
peace inWest Asia

At a time when tensions in the Middle East were ex-

pected to ease, talks between the United States and Iran
scheduled for Friday in Switzerland have been postponed,
casting serious doubts over the future of the temporary
ceasefire. Just hours after the US-Iran deal was signed,
Iran decided to temporarily stay away from the talks
after the fighting between Israel and Hezbollah esca-
lated and 16 people were killed in Israeli strikes on Leba-
non. Iran is demanding a guarantee that the attacks on
Lebanon will end before resuming the talks. Israel is
opposing the US-Iran memorandum of understanding.
The US lifting the blockade on Iranian ships following
the signing of the US-Iran memorandum of understand-
ing is a positive development. Although Trump's goals in
the agreement, such as completely halting Iran's nuclear
capabilities and stopping regional attacks, were not fully
achieved, the inclusion of economic concessions and
Iran's reconstruction funds gave a new twist to the ne-
gotiations. The agreement between the United States
and Iran taught the world many lessons. The agreement
proved that preventing energy crises, diplomatic nego-
tiations, and mutual compromises are more effective in
maintaining international stability than unilateral domi-
nance with military force. When the Strait of Hormuz
was closed, the countries of the world realized the need
to find alternative routes for crude oil and to prepare
emergency reserves. Despite having the most advanced
military technology, the world has come to understand
that countries like Iran can cause long-term trouble by
using low-cost drones and missiles. It has become clear
that superpowers like the United States can benefit more
if they do not go on a camel ride and seek the coopera-
tion of regional partners, and rely on mediation, diplo-
matic negotiations, etc. Mediation alone is not enough
for peace talks between the United States and Iran. Only
if there is the ability to pressure one side, convince, reas-
sure, and set terms can good results be achieved. Be-
hind Wednesday's ceasefire agreement, there are not
only diplomatic peace talks but also strategic pressures.
Diplomats did not come to the talks with just peace terms.
The lifting of sanctions imposed on Iran, the lifting of the
US naval blockade on the Iranian coast, and the reopen-
ing of the Strait of Hormuz played a major role in this
agreement. The US offer of $300 billion in financial aid
to Iran for reconstruction was a key element of the deal.
Diplomats were careful not to make any big announce-
ments or reveal details of the talks, lest either side suc-
cumb to pressure. The deal marks a new turning point in
international diplomacy. It is not a final grand bargain.
But a temporary understanding. It allows for sixty days
of negotiations. But it leaves many unanswered ques-
tions. What happened to Iran’s approximately 440 kilo-
grams of highly enriched (60%) uranium, which was the
root cause of the war? How much of Iran’s frozen as-
sets are being released? What if external powers violate
the ceasefire? The framework agreement has its own
set of complications, including issues related to nuclear
talks, sanctions, shipping in the Gulf, and disputed border
clashes with Lebanon. Such complex diplomacy often
does not start with consensus. A weak draft is the first
to emerge. Pakistan's mediation played a significant role
in getting the Iran-US peace talks underway. When the
US and Iran were unable to negotiate directly, Pakistan
acted as a liaison between the two countries and laid the
foundation for peace agreements and a ceasefire. This
is because Pakistan's foreign and economic policies and
decisions are dependent on Gulf countries such as Saudi
Arabia and the UAE. China indirectly supports this.
Pakistan's border with Iran is also an important reason.
All these have been very useful for Pakistan to discuss
and maintain its contacts. Without any haste and without
making public statements, it has not only exchanged se-
cret information with other countries, but also made
efforts beyond the limits of normal diplomatic rela-
tions. It has taken the cooperation of the security de-
partments and intelligence agencies of the respective
countries. Although Pakistan has tried to increase its
prestige at the global level by mediating these discus-
sions, it has not been able to gain recognition as an
ambassador of peace. Pakistan's role in diplomatic
affairs was useful in the beginning. The key to all this
is for China to guide it from behind.

Uddhav Sena, Trinamool Crises:
A Grim Reminder And Mockery 0f Uoter Choices

The parallel defection dra-
mas playing out in West Ben-
gal and Maharashtra should
worry us as voters. They not
only serve as a grim reminder
of the growing crisis in an elec-
toral democracy but also make
amockery of our choices in the
polling booth. Defections are
not new. But the rate at which
political parties have been split-
ting and regrouping in recent
years -- as MPs and MLAs
scurry around like headless
chickens looking for new sanc-
tuaries -- turns the spotlight on
the anti-defection law. There
are too many loopholes in the
law, having been mutilated to
further the interests of a self-
seeking political class. Beyond
the law, however, shenanigans
of resort politics and horse
trading that accompany every
defection episode pose a
deeper and more fundamental
question: should defections be
allowed at all? Can we, in all
conscience, as a democracy
that is supposed to reflect the
will of the people, sanctify the
movement of MPs or MLAs
from one party to a rival party
after showering it with abuse
the other day?

Consider the sordid saga
unfolding in West Bengal.
Within days of the defeat of
Mamata Banerjee and her
Trinamool Congress, 20 of her
28 MPs elected to the Lok
Sabha just two years ago un-
der her name and on her party
symbol are preparing to jump
ship. The BJP doesn't want
them in the party, but is ready
to accommodate them in the
NDA. The defection formula
that has been worked out for
them is a master class in cre-
ative interpretation of a sup-
posedly law. The MPs will
merge into a little-known party
born in 2023, the Nationalist
Citizens Party of India. It is reg-
istered with the Election Com-
mission as an 'unrecognized'
party, does not have a symbol
of its own, and has fought only
one election, the Tripura as-

sembly polls in 2023, in which
it bagged just 0.03 percent of
the votes. The NCPI neither
contested the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections nor the recent assem-
bly polls in West Bengal, de-
spite being registered in
Howrah. With the merger of 20
Trinamool rebels, the party will
transform overnight from ano-
nymity into one of the largest
blocs in the Lok Sabha. This is
unprecedented in parliamen-
tary history.

On the other side of the coun-
try in Maharashtra, Uddhav
Thackeray's Shiv Sena is splin-
tering. Two years after they
fought a bitter battle with
Eknath Shinde's faction in 2024
to determine which Sena is the
real inheritor of Balasaheb
Thackeray's mantle, six of
Thackeray's nine MPs are in the
process of crossing the floor
to merge with the rival Sena.
The danger to electoral democ-
racy from unprincipled about-
turns is two-fold. One is the
debasement of the mandate
MPs and MLAs receive. Every
defection invalidates the
choice of voters. We vote for
one party only to wake up one

..g'
1

morning and find that our
elected representative has de-
cided to shift to a party we did
not vote for. This is not just
betrayal. It is the erasure of our
choices as votersThe other is
the breakdown of the party
system. Political parties are fun-
damental building blocks of our
parliamentary model of democ-
racy. When leaders sent by rec-
ognized parties to Parliament or
state assemblies switch horses
midstream for personal gains or
whatever other reasons they
offer to justify their decision,
they pave the way for institu-
tional erosion. In West Bengal,
Mamata Banerjee's Trinamool
received 41% of the popular
vote and won 80 seats. Today,
60 MLAs are poised to flee. If
the Trinamool is reduced to
nothing but a rump, that vote
share becomes a meaningless
number as the party faces ex-
tinction, not through the ballot
but because of the narrow in-
terests of a few. The irony is
that the anti-defection law was
passed in Parliament in 1985
through a constitutional
amendment. The purpose was
to protect and stabilize the party

system which had become vul-
nerable to erosion through de-
fections.

Studies have shown that be-
tween 1967 and 1983, there were
more than 2,700 defections in
state assemblies, leading to
chaos as parties disintegrated
overnight and many simply
disappeared from the political
map. The most famous defec-
tion was that of a Haryana MLA
named Gaya Singh in 1967. He
switched parties three times in
two weeks, leading to the coin-
age of the notorious phrase
'AayaRam Gaya Ram'. By 2003,
it was evident that the anti-de-
fection law needed further
tightening. It was amended
again that year to ban a 'split'
and only recognize a 'merger’. In
other words, rebel MPs or
MLAS could break away from
the mother party if they merged
into another party. In a bid to
make the law more stringent, the
amendment raised the number
required for a merger from one-
third of the party's strength in
the House to two-thirds. It is
obvious that even this hasn't
stemmed the malaise of defec-
tions. They continue unabated

W

as the lust for power and other
benefits make politics increas-
ingly transactional. Perhaps, the
time has finally come to consider
banning defections altogether.
Any elected representative
wanting to switch parties is free
to do so but he or she must first
resign and seek re-election.
Maybe that will make MPs and
ML As think twice before jump-
ing ship. The problem is this:
who will bell the cat? Can the
party that rules at the Centre be
expected to initiate a path-break-
ing reform of this nature? The
short answer is no because his-
tory tells us that the biggest ben-
eficiary of defections is the rul-
ing party. Of the 2,700 defections
that took place between 1967
and 1983, 1,900 of them were to
the Congress, which enjoyed
unbridled power for most of
those years. And now, since
coming to power in 2014, itis the
BJP that has emerged as the
chief gainer of defections, ac-
cording to a study by the Asso-
ciation for Democratic Reforms.
The ball then rolls into the court
of voters. They will have to show
their disapproval by rejecting de-
fectors at election time.

Why Gen X Must Police
Authenticity In The Age Of Al

In the bazaars of Mughal
India, the muhtasib walked
the lanes each morning
with a unique authority. He
carried no sword but only a
set of weights and a
practised eye. His tasks
were unglamorous such as
to check that the trader's
scale was honest, that the
ghee remained free of any
added fat, that the silk sold
as Banarasi was genuine,
rather than cheaper cloth
dressed up in a better
story.

He was, in effect, the
guarantor of trustin a
marketplace where the
buyer could rarely verify the
seller's claim alone.

Civilisations have always
needed someone whose
job is to notice when
something has been quietly
substituted for something
else.

| think of the muhtasib
often now, watching my
own generation try to find
its place in a marketplace
flooded with artificial
intelligence.

The bazaar before
optimisation

Gen X built its instincts in
a market that had yet to be
engineered. We grew up
before the feed was
curated, before the search
result was personalised,
before recommendation
became a science.

Trust then was earned
the slow way, through
repetition, through reputa-

tion, through a neighbour's
word. That apprenticeship
in unmediated trust is,
oddly, the asset Al finds
hardest to replicate or
erode in us.

We remember what it
costs to fake it, because
we watched people try and
fail at it long before soft-
ware made faking effort-
less.

Fluency mistaken for
Jjudgement

The generation entering
workplaces today is daz-
zlingly fluent with these tools.
They work faster, are less
intimidated, and feel unbur-
dened by our scepticism.

That said, fluency and

judgement are different
inheritances entirely. Those
who have never known an
unoptimised world tend to
mistake an answer that
sounds confident for an
answer that is correct. Al,
like the cleverest trader in
the bazaar, is built to
please the customer first
and serve the truth second.
Without a muhtasib's eye,
you will buy the cloth at the
price of silk.

The discipline of doubt

What Gen X carries is
calibration, more than
nostalgia. We came of age
watching technology
overpromise and quietly fail.
We encountered systems

that misled, tools that
broke exactly when they
were needed, claims that
crumbled on contact with
reality. That history bred a
habit of verification that is
now, unexpectedly, a
competitive advantage.
Doubt, applied with craft
rather than cynicism, is the
only adulteration test that
still works on a machine
built to sound certain.
Taste resists automation
Al has already swallowed
the blank page as also the
throat-clearing first draft
every brand used to pay
weeks for. That is a libera-
tion disguised as loss. It
frees the marketer for the

part of the craft that was
always human in the form
of curation, restraint, the
editing out of ninety per
cent of what is merely
fluent so that the ten per
cent that is true can be
heard.

Taste is a slower, more
deliberate refusal. Itis the
opposite of a faster output.

Bad is detected by
everyone. It's the "good
enough" that passes
through and ruins stan-
dards.

That's the advantage of
being older in a manic,
young world

That's also the X, Y and Z
of it.
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"This Was Not Easy'': Trump As
He Signs Deal To End US-Iran War

New Delhi: US President
Donald Trump and his Ira-
nian counterpart, Masoud
Pezeshkian, signed a peace
deal today, aimed at bring-
ing an end to the months-
long war in the Middle East.
Trump put his signature to
the memorandum of under-
standing during dinner
with French President
Emmanuel Macron at the
Palace of Versailles follow-
ing a G7 summit. Moments
before signing the deal,
Trump, holding a pen in
one hand, told the leaders
sitting with him: "This was
not easy - that I can tell
you". He then signed the
paper and held it up for the
guests. A video showed
Macron - who was seated
next to Trump, US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
- who was standing behind
Trump, and other guests
applauding. "Just signed
it," Trump told reporters as
he emerged from the palace.
The Iranian Embassy in In-
dia also posted pictures of
Pezeshkian holding the
signed peace deal. The 14-
point US-Iran agreement
provides for an immediate
cessation of military opera-
tions, including in Leba-
non, and commits both
countries to pursuing a fi-
nal agreement within 60
days. It also includes pro-
visions for the removal of
the US naval blockade,
safe passage of commercial
vessels through the Strait
of Hormuz, phased sanc-
tions relief, the release of
frozen Iranian assets, and
a US-backed economic de-
velopment programme for
Iran worth at least USD 300
billion. The memorandum
also states that Iran has re-

affirmed it will not develop
or acquire nuclear weapons
and envisages future dis-
cussions regarding enriched
uranium stockpiles under
the supervision of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy

Agency (IAEA).

'Time to test'

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil

Bagqaei confirmed the sign-
ing of the peace deal with
the US, saying it is now "time
to test" the implementation
of the agreement. "The text
of the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding was
finalised with the signatures
of the presidents -- now it is
time to test the implementa-
tion of the agreement," he
said. Iran's chief negotiator,
Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, told the country's
state-run Press TV that they
are engaging diplomatically
with the US from a "position
of strength". "The differ-
ence between the current
negotiations and previous
periods is that today, this
banner of battlefield victory,
which both enemies and
friends have acknowledged,
serves as the backing for

negotiations. Every war
that ends in victory, if it
does not ultimately lead to
alegal and political docu-
ment and those victories
are not recorded, will bring
no benefit," he added.
Trump's warning
Shortly after signing the
deal, Trump warned Iran
that he would "bomb the
hell out of them" if they
violate the agreement. "I
don't want them to. [ want
them to honor the agree-
ment," Trump said at a
press conference. Calling
the people of Iran "smart",
Trump said the deal would
usher in peace in the
Middle East and lower oil
prices.
World leaders react
French President
Emmanuel Macron, who
was with Trump when the
peace agreement was
signed, called the deal an
"important step in the right
direction for compatriots".
"President Trump signed
tonight at Versailles the
agreement between Iran
and the United States.
This agreement paves the
way for lasting peace and

allows the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz. It is
an important step in the
right direction for our
compatriots that will soon
enable a decrease in en-
ergy prices," he wrote in a
post on X. Pakistan, which
had briefly acted as a 'me-
diator' in the US-Iran war,
welcomed the signing of
the peace deal. Pakistani
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, in a post on X, said
that the deal "demon-
strates the commitment of
both sides to a diplomatic
resolution of the conflict".
"Islamabad MoU shall en-
ter into force with immedi-
ate effect and as a first
step, the Islamic Republic
of Iran will instantly reopen
the Strait of Hormuz and
the United States of
America will immediately
lift the naval blockade," he
said. Sharif further con-
gratulated Trump - whose
"steadfast commitment to
diplomacy and preference
for peaceful resolution have
once again helped end a con-
flict that could have led to
devastating consequences
for the region and beyond".

OpenAl's Big Coup: Gemini Co-Lead

Noam Shazeer Poached

In a massive blow to
Google's Al ambitions,
Noam Shazeer, the
behemoth's vice president
of engineering and a co-
lead of its Gemini Al mod-
els announced that he's
joining ChatGPT maker
OpenAl. "I'm excited to
share that I'll be joining
OpenAl and look forward
to working with the excep-
tional team there," Shazeer
- who's widely recognised
as one of the most promi-
nent and influential figures
in Al - said in a post on X.
One of Time Magazine's
100 most influential people
in the AI world, Shazeer,
was brought back to
Google for $2.7 billion in
2024 through an acqui-hire
arrangement after he quit
the tech giant out of frus-
tration in 2021 to start his
own company
Character.Al. Shazeer had
quit in 2021 because the
search giant had refused to
release a chatbot he had de-
veloped. "It was a difficult
decision to move on. I'm in-
credibly proud of the amaz-
ing team at Google and ev-
erything we've built to-
gether. It has been an
honor and a pleasure to
work with all of you,"
Shazeer said on his sec-
ond-exit from Google. Sam
Altman, the co-founder
and CEO of OpenAl could

barely contain his excite-
ment on the development.
Replying to Shazeer's post,
Altman said, "Noam is one
of the people I have most
wanted to work with since
the very beginning of
OpenAl. Only took 10 years.
I think it will be worth the
wait!" Shazeer is a Google
veteran, having joined the
company in its early years
in 2000 as one of the
company's first 100 hires. In
many ways, he's one of the
key people responsible for
catazlysing the Al boom. A
seminal 2017 research paper
he co-authored is largely
seen as the kickstarter to
present-day large language
models (LLMs) that is the
basis of the likes of ChatGPT
and Gemini. Shazeer's ap-
pointment comes as a shot
in the arm for OpenAl in the
run up to its imminent IPO
(initial public offering), as
the key appointment will
bolster market confidence.
Last month, OpenAl confi-
dentially filed for IPO. Rival
Anthropic  too  has
fconfidetntially filed for
IPO.Shazeer studied math-
ematics and computer sci-
ence at Duke University in
Durham, NC, on an academic
scholarship. Following
Duke, he briefly enrolled in
a graduate program at UC
Berkeley but left before fin-
ishing to join Google.

-,

The Perfect Scorer

Before becoming one of
the most prominent fig-
ures in artificial intelli-
gence, Shazeer had al-
ready shown glimpes of
his genius as a teen.
Shazeer represented the
USA team at the 35th In-
ternational Mathematical
Olympiad in Hong Kong
as a teenager, and won a
Gold Medal with a perfect
score. In his very first se-
mester at Duke, he ranked
6th in the US on the pres-
tigious William Lowell
Putnam Mathematical
Competition. He subse-
quently anchored the
Duke math team to 1st and
2nd place national fin-
ishes in 1996 and 1997. In
2020, Shazeer and his col-
league Daniel De Freitas
built an advanced conver-

From Google

sational chatbot at Google
named Meena (later
evolved into LaMDA).
Shazeer actively lobbied
with Google executives to
release it to the public, pre-
dicting it would completely
change search. However,
when Google leadership
resisted out of safety and
reputational concerns, he
famously walked out to
build his own platform in
2021. While the rest of the
world grapples with job
loss fears, Al talent is in an
enviable position. Last
year, in a bid to boost its
Al efforts, Mark
Zuckerberg led Meta -- that
owns Facebook,
WhatsApp, and Instagram
-- acqui-hired Scale Al
founder Alexandr Wang to
lead its Superintelligence
Lab for $14.3 billion.

Open Hormuz, $300-Billion Fund, No
Nukes: US Officials Release Iran Deal Text

The United States has
made public the full text of
a 14-point memorandum of
understanding reached
with Iran over the weekend,
ending days of silence over
what the agreement actu-
ally contained. US officials
read out the wording of the
document on a conference
call, as per the news
agency AFP, after growing
public pressure over the
lack of transparency re-
garding the deal, which

President Donald Trump
had announced on . The
document is formally titled
the "Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding be-
tween the United States of
America and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran." It is sched-
uled to be signed on Friday,
after which both sides will
have 60 days to negotiate
the terms of a final agree-
ment. [ran has so far not re-
leased any details of its own.
The memorandum calls for
"immediate and permanent

termination of military op-
erations on all fronts, in-
cluding in Lebanon."
60-Day Window To
Reach Final Agreement
On the timeline for talks,
the document states, "The
United States of America
and the Islamic Republic of
Iran commit to negotiating
and achieving the final deal
in maximum 60 days, extend-
able with mutual consent."
Open Hormuz
Under the terms of the
agreement, the US has com-

mitted to removing its na-
val blockade of Iran within
30 days. During that period,
vessel traffic is to be re-
stored in line ith pre-war
levels. The document also
says the US will withdraw
its forces from the vicinity
of Iran within 30 days of a
final deal being concluded.
The document states that
"Iran will make arrange-
ments using its best efforts
for the safe passage of
commercial vessels with no
charge for 60 days."
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Defence Exports Hit Record Rs 38,424
Crore. What's Driving Made-In-India

New Delhi: India's push
to become a global defence
manufacturing powerhouse
is beginning to show re-
sults. The country's de-
fence exports touched an
all-time high of Rs 38,424
crore in FY2025-26, marking
a sharp 62.66 per cent jump
from Rs 23,622 crore in the
previous financial year, ac-
cording to data released by
the Ministry of Defence.
The increase of Rs 14,802
crore is the biggest annual
rise recorded so far and re-
flects growing global de-
mand for Indian-made mili-
tary equipment and tech-
nologies. The latest mile-
stone comes at a time when
India's domestic defence
production has also
reached a record Rs 1.78
lakh crore in FY26, high-
lighting the rapid expansion
of the country's indigenous
defence ecosystem. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of
Defence, Defence Public
Sector  Undertakings
(DPSUs) contributed 54.84
per cent of total exports,
while the private sector ac-
counted for 45.16 per cent.
Notably, DPSU exports
surged 151 per cent year-
on-year, while private sec-
tor exports grew 14 per
cent, underscoring the in-
creasing contribution of
both public and private
players to India's defence
ambitions. The Ministry
said the numbers reflect ris-
ing international confidence
in Indian defence products
and the country's growing
integration into global sup-
ply chains. For industry
leaders, however, the story
goes beyond export
numbers.Amardeep Singh,
Founder of Armory, be-
lieves the milestone reflects
a much deeper transforma-
tion underway in India's
defence sector."The world
has changed. Warfare has
become faster, more au-

7 tonomous, more asymmet-

ric, and more technology-
led," Singh said. He pointed
to emerging technologies
such as drones, cyber sys-
tems, Al-enabled surveil-
lance, electronic warfare
platforms and unmanned
systems as the defining fea-
tures of modern conflict.
According to him, indig-
enous capability-building is
no longer a strategic choice
but a national necessity.
Singh said the growth in
defence production indi-
cates that India is increas-
ingly building sovereign
capabilities across design,
engineering, software, sen-

sors, electronics and de-
ployment-ready platforms.
He argued that the next
phase of Atmanirbhar
Bharat will be defined not
just by manufacturing more
equipment in India, but by
developing technologies
that are designed, tested
and deployed within the
country. A major factor be-
hind this shift has been the
growing participation of pri-
vate industry. Ankur Shah,
Managing Director of
Krishna Defence & Allied
Industries Limited (KDAIL),
said the record production
and export numbers demon-
strate how India's defence
ecosystem has matured be-
yond simple manufacturing.
"What we are witnessing
today is not just growth in
manufacturing output, but
the emergence of a stronger
and more self-reliant indus-
trial base," Shah said. He
noted that defence manufac-
turing is no longer domi-
nated by a handful of large
companies. Instead,
startups, MSMEs, private
manufacturers, technology
providers and research in-
stitutions are now playing a
larger role in capability de-
velopment. According to
Shabh, this broader participa-
tion is accelerating innova-
tion, strengthening domes-
tic supply chains and mak-
ing India's defence value
chain more resilient. Indus-
try observers say this diver-
sification is helping India
move away from its long-
standing dependence on
imported defence systems.
Over the last decade, gov-
ernment reforms,
indigenisation drives and
procurement policies have
encouraged domestic manu-
facturing while opening the
sector to greater private par-
ticipation.  Sarjan Shah,
Managing Director (India &
Global Partnerships) at
Shield Al described the Rs
1.78 lakh crore defence pro-
duction milestone as a

"structural shift" in India's
efence-industrial
identity.According to him,
private companies are now
moving beyond participa-
tion and beginning to build
real capabilities that sup-
port a self-reliant defence
and aerospace ecosystem.
Shield AI recently
partnered with JSW De-
fence to localise manufac-
turing and maintenance ca-
pabilities for its V-BAT un-
manned aircraft system in
Hyderabad. The initiative is
backed by a $90 million
commitment and is aimed at
strengthening India's do-
mestic defence technology
ecosystem. Shah said the
company's autonomy soft-
ware platform, Hivemind, is
also being positioned to
help Indian teams develop
and deploy mission au-
tonomy solutions aligned
with national requirements.
He credited the progress to
government policy reforms,
continued support from the
Ministry of Defence and
growing confidence among
the armed forces in India's
domestic manufacturing
ecosystem. According to
Bharat Gite, MD and CEO,
Taural India, the defence
sector successfully demon-
strates the growing
strength of India's domes-
tic industrial ecosystem.
He said, "Over the years,
the focus has evolved from
manufacturing capacity to
building the capabilities,
supply chains and
specialised technologies.
This is an important shift,
as true self-reliance is built
not through production
alone, but through the abil-
ity to design, develop and
manufacture critical com-
ponents domestically."
Significantly, Taural India
has specialised capabilities
in manufacturing complex
aluminium castings to sup-
port all three wings of de-
fence: Army vehicles, Mari-
time and Air Force. The

company has contributed
to the Sarath Infantry Com-
bat Vehicle (BMP-II), by de-
veloping the Cylinder Block
Crankcase (CBCC) domes-
tically. As per the company,
this helped India break a 34-
year import cycle from Rus-
sia and achieve an annual
savings of Rs 10.5 crore.
The momentum in India's
defence production is evi-
dent in the numbers. India's
defence exports have nearly
tripled over the last five
years, rising from just over
Rs 12,800 crore in FY22 to
Rs 38,424 crore in FY26. The
government has repeatedly
stated its ambition of trans-
forming India into a global
defence manufacturing
hub, and recent export
growth suggests that ob-
jective is gaining traction.
But industry leaders be-
lieve the next challenge lies
beyond production vol-
umes. Amardeep Singh said
the focus must now shift
from production growth to
capability depth. The goal,
he argued, should be to
build technologies that are
sovereign, scalable and ca-
pable of addressing real-
world battlefield require-
ments. Ankur Shah echoed
asimilar view. He said India's
biggest opportunity lies in
strengthening indigenous
design, engineering excel-
lence, advanced materials
and next-generation defence
technologies."The momen-
tum we see today reinforces
the confidence that India is
steadily moving from being
abuyer of defence technolo-
gies to becoming a creator
of them," Shah said. That
shift could ultimately define
India's position in the glo-
bal defence market. For now,
the record export figures of-
fer a clear signal: India is no
longer just a major buyer of
military hardware. It is in-
creasingly emerging as a
manufacturer, innovator and
exporter of defence tech-
nologies to the world.

""Very Wise Man Once Said..."": US Reporter
Plays Back Trump's 2020 Iran Tweet

New Delhi: An exchange
between US President
Donald Trump and Fox
News reporter Peter Doocy
circulated online this week,
hours after the peace deal
with Iran was signed. At a
press conference in Swit-
zerland - where Trump at-
tended the G7 Summit be-
fore signing the deal -
Doocy reminded the presi-
dent of a remark he made in
2020, during his first term.
"] just want to ask you
about this..." Doocy began,
"A wise man once said, in
January of 2020, 'Iran never
won a war, but never lost a
negotiation.' That wise
man..." Trump then jumped
in. "Who said that?" he
asked, though he knew the
answer. "Donald Trump,"
Doocy replied. "That's what
I thought you were going
to say," Trump smirked.
Behind the quips lay
Doocy's question - a prob-
lem right up the wheel-
house of a president who
routinely refers to himself
as 'the world's greatest deal-
maker'. "How do you,"
Doocy asked, "convince a
skeptical American public
that this deal... "

In jumped Trump.

"Well, look, here they lost
militarily, okay? It's very
tough, because I know that
no matter what - if I would
g0, by the way, if I'd go an-
other three or four weeks,
those same people that are
critical would say he went
too long, he shouldn't
have... " What emerged
then seemed US media bash-
ing rather than an answer to
the question. If they (i.e.,
Iran) raised the white flag of
surrender, and if they said,
'Praise be to Allah, Donald
Trump is the greatest presi-
dent ever, we totally con-
cede, we totally give up, this
war is over, we have failed',
The New York Times and
CNN and a couple of others
- they're not all (i.e., the other
American news publica-
tions) that dishonest -
they'd say 'Iran had a great
victory', okay? Trump also
rambled on about the Times
not reporting the defeat of
Iran's navy. "...the Times re-
fused to do a story on it.
They said, "What would you
do? They don't have a
Navy'. And you don't want
to do a story on them - they
don't have an Air Force...
you don't want to... We
need a fair press. And that's

why they're all doing so
badly, because they lost
credibility." For many the
exchange underlined the
sometimes chaotic-some-
times antagonistic relation-
ship between the president
and US media, particularly
over contentious topics
like immigration, trade tar-
iffs and, over the past four
months, the war in Iran.
Trump has routinely
criticised the media for
spreading 'fake news'
about his administration,
referring to reportage criti-
cal of the president's han-
dling of the economy and
foreign policy. The Times,
CNN, NBC, CBS, and ABC
are among the news net-
works he frequently tar-
gets. Atthe G7 Summit, for
example, he called ABC
"the worst", and NBC and

CNN "terrible". "No matter
what I do, I'm going to get
bad press," he complained
of the networks' attempts
to hold him to account.

The Iran peace deal

Titled the 'Islamabad
Memorandum of Under-
standing between the
United States of America
and the Islamic Republic
of Iran', the document
calls for an "immediate
and permanent termina-
tion of military operations
on all fronts, including in
Lebanon". The US has
committed to removing its
blockade of Iran ports
within 30 days, after which
shipping traffic is expected
to be restored to pre-war
levels. It is also required to
withdraw its military from
the region within 30 days of
a final deal.
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SAMANTHA - America’s Favourite

Telugu Heroine!

Samantha Ruth Prabhu has
once again proved why she re-
mains one of the most bank-
able stars among overseas au-
diences. Her latest film, Maa
Inti Bangaram, is all set to en-
ter the prestigious $1 million
club in North America by , add-
ing yet another milestone to her
already impressive track record.
With this achievement,
Samantha will have an incred-
ible 17 films that have crossed
the million-dollar mark in the
region. The remarkable list in-
cludes blockbusters such as
Dookudu, Eega, Seethamma
Vakitlo Sirimalle Chettu,
Attarintiki Daredi, Manam, S/
O Satyamurthy, Theri, 24,
Brahmotsavam, A Aa, Janatha
Garage, Mersal, Rangasthalam,
Mahanati, Oh! Baby, and
Kushi. What makes the suc-
cess of Maa Inti Bangaram
even more special is that
Samantha has carried the film
largely on her shoulders. The
actress has earned widespread
appreciation for her intense
performance, screen presence,
and action-packed avatar. Au-
diences have particularly
praised the way she embraced
a challenging role and deliv-
ered it with conviction.

The film’s strong perfor-
mance in overseas once again
highlights Samantha’s endur-
ing popularity among Telugu
and Indian cinema audiences in
North America. Despite chang-
ing trends, personal issues,
health scares, and growing
competition, her ability to at-
tract viewers to theatres re-
mains largely unaffected. As
Maa Inti Bangaram marches
towards the million-dollar mile-
stone, the success serves as
another reminder that
Samantha’s star power is very
much intact. More importantly,
it reflects the immense affection
audiences continue to have for
the actress and her choice of
content-driven cinema.

Dhanush & Mrunal: Breakup

Dhanush is one of the super-
stars of Indian cinema. He re-
cently came up with the film
Kara and is also already occu-
pied with a few other movies.
Interestingly, he is back in the
news but not for any film-re-
lated stuff. There have been
speculations for quite some
time in the media about him
dating actress Mrunal Thakur.
Now, the latest speculation is
that the couple broke up. Inter-
estingly, Mrunal has openly
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stated in the past that they are

not dating and are only good
friends. Meanwhile, the latest
news reports say the couple
broke up, and there is no clar-
ity on where these rumors are
originating. Bollywood is con-
stantly gossiping about their
relationship, but some say that
a section of the media has done
this intentionally. At the begin-
ning, media outlets in the Hindi
film industry aggressively cir-
culated the news that both ac-
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tors were dating, and even af-
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ter they condemned it, they did
not stop; they continued to
spread the same. Many say that
this dating and breakup is cer-
tainly a creation of one section
of the media, but there is no
clarity about its purpose. How-
ever, having said and done,
with time, it has been proved
that Mrunal and Dhanush are
never in a relationship but all
that happened in between is a
media gimmick.

Makers Go All Out For

Chennai Love Story Music

The promotional campaign of
Chennai Love Story is emerging as
one of the most exciting and innova-
tive marketing drives in recent Telugu
cinema. Producers SKN and Sai
Rajesh are leaving no stone unturned
to ensure every song from the film
reaches the widest possible audi-
ence. After the phenomenal response
to “Guruthundha” and “Vadhalane,”
the makers are now gearing up to
launch the third single, “Jigithara,”
through a massive musical festival in
Tirupati today. What makes this
event special is the scale at which it
is being planned. Nearly a month
before the film’s release, the team is
organizing a celebration that re-
sembles a grand pre-release event.
Such confidence reflects the tremen-
dous belief SKN and Sai Rajesh have
in the film’s music. Their strategy of
creating a dedicated event for every
song is generating exceptional buzz
and helping the soundtrack become a
talking point among audiences. At
the heart of this musical success is
Melody Brahma Mani Sharma. The
veteran composer has delivered
back-to-back melodies that have
struck a chord with listeners across
all age groups. “Guruthundha” and
“Vadhalane” continue to dominate
playlists, while expectations are
soaring for “Jigithara.” Music lovers
are confident that Mani Sharma has
another chartbuster ready to mesmer-
ize audiences. With every promo-
tional material creating excitement
and every song becoming a sensa-
tion, Chennai Love Story is steadily
building blockbuster-level hype. The
SKN-Sai Rajesh combination has
once again demonstrated its ability to
connect with audiences through
emotion and music. Team is planning
for grand release on July 25, and all
signs point towards a memorable
musical blockbuster.
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Telugu Girl's Dream Debut In
Sukumar, Bunny Vas Film

Telugu cinema is set to
witness an interesting
collaboration as director
Sukumar and producer
Bunny Vas join forces for a
new film starring
Priyadarshi. The project is
being jointly backed by
Sukumar Writings and Bunny
Vas Works, generating strong
buzz in industry circles. This
film is all set to begin with a
pooja ceremony on June
25th. Helmed by young
director Vamsi Reddy, the
film is based on a Telangana
family backdrop and
promises a rooted yet
entertaining narrative. Now,
the makers get the casting
perfect by bringing pure
Telugu girl. Popular folk
dancer Naga Durga will be
playing female lead in the
film With her massive digital
popularity and folk music
fame, she is stepping into
films with this debut venture,
adding freshness to the cast.

Actress Kayadu Lohar announces
break from social media

Actress Kayadu Lohar has an-
nounced that she is taking a break
from social media. The young ac-
tress, who recently gained signifi-
cant attention with her Tamil films,
is also making her mark in Telugu
cinema. Kayadu was recently seen
in Vishwak Sen’s “Funky” and is
currently working on “The Para-
dise,” where she stars opposite
Nani. With her popularity on the
rise, the actress surprised fans by
revealing that she would be step-
ping away from social media for a
while. Sharing a heartfelt note,
Kayadu said she felt the need to
slow down and disconnect from
the online world. She explained that
just as the body needs rest, the
mind also requires time to recharge
and find balance. The actress
thanked her fans for their constant
support, encouragement, and kind-
ness. She said their messages and
love have meant a great deal to her
throughout her journey. While
Kayadu will be inactive on social
media, she assured fans that any
important updates regarding her
projects and career will continue
to be shared through her team on
the account. She concluded her
message by wishing everyone
peace, happiness, and kindness.
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