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EDITORIAL

Who Does the 1/70
Regulation Protect?

Even after 79 years of India’s independence and despite
tribal rights being recognized since 1950, numerous tribal
land struggles continue to rage across the country. The slo-
gan “Jal, Jungle, Zameen” (Water, Forest, Land) continues
to ignite resistance in tribal regions. Historical evidence shows
that tribal communities fought rebellions for their survival
during the rule of the British, the Nizams, the Kakatiyas,
and even the Mauryan emperors, when their very existence
was under threat. From Sammakka and Saralamma, who
fought the Kakatiya rulers for self-governance, to Ramji
Gond and Komaram Bheem, who battled the Nizam’s forces,
tribal resistance has a long and powerful history. Similarly,
in regions such as Maharashtra, Chanda, Bastar, and
Jharkhand, legendary figures like Sidkaki Baburao, Veer
Narayan Singh, Birsa Munda, Manik Fard, and Ballarsha
fought until their last breath for the survival of their people
and for India’s freedom. Many were hanged or shot dead.
In Andhra Pradesh, the struggle led by Alluri Sitarama Raju,
stretching from Bhadrachalam to Rampachodavaram and
Eluru, took the British more than two years to suppress. In
Adilabad district, the Nizam sought assistance from the
Mysore Maharaja’s military forces to crush Komaram
Bheem’s movement. These incidents reflect the long-stand-
ing oppression and control exerted by feudal rulers over
tribal communities. Even today, non-tribal settlers in Sched-
uled Areas continue to illegally acquire tribal lands through
benami transactions, violating tribal rights. Tribal commu-
nities express concern that neither governments, rulers, nor
tribal public representatives are paying sufficient attention
to the atrocities committed by non-tribals in Agency areas.
In 1993, the State High Court ruled that if a non-tribal pur-
chases land from another non-tribal in violation of the 1/70
Regulation, both the buyer and seller lose their rights over
that land. During the 1960s, tribal welfare received little at-
tention until movements such as the Srikakulam Tribal Up-
rising, led by Naxalite groups, highlighted the plight of op-
pressed communities. Subsequently, discussions on tribal
welfare gained momentum, and several new laws and insti-
tutions were introduced. One such law was Regulation 1 of
1970, which amended the 1959 legislation and introduced
two significant changes: (1) Not only transfers of land from
tribals to non-tribals, but also transfers between non-tribals
within Scheduled Areas were declared invalid. (2) Non-tribals
holding land in Scheduled Areas were required to prove that
they had not acquired the land illegally. Until such proof
was provided, the land would be presumed to belong to
tribals. This clearly places the burden of proof on non-tribals.
As a result, government authorities can issue notices to all
non-tribals possessing land in Scheduled Areas even with-
out a complaint from tribals, asking them to prove the legal-
ity of their ownership. If their explanation is found unsatis-
factory, the land can be confiscated and redistributed to
landless tribals. The 1993 State High Court judgment reaf-
firmed that when a non-tribal purchases land from another
non-tribal in violation of the 1/70 Regulation, both parties
lose their rights over the land. Furthermore, in the landmark
Samatha case against a mining company in 1997, the Su-
preme Court ruled that government land in Scheduled Areas
cannot be transferred to non-tribals and that even the State
Government should be treated as a non-tribal entity under
the provisions of the 1/70 Regulation. The amended law of
2015 further clarified that evicting tribals from forest lands
they cultivate, interfering with their forest rights, or deceiv-
ing them into surrendering their agricultural lands and liveli-
hoods amounts to an atrocity. Although strong legal protec-
tions exist for tribal communities, severe injustices continue
in Agency areas. Following decades of tribal struggles led
by activists and intellectuals in the 1960s, governments en-
acted laws such as the Land Transfer Regulation (LTR),
the 1/70 Act, the PESA Gram Sabha provisions, the Money
Lending Prohibition Act, and the Forest Rights Act to pro-
tect tribal communities. However, non-tribal migrants who
settled illegally in Agency areas have accumulated economic,
political, and social power. Ignoring tribal rights and legal
protections, they continue to occupy tribal lands through
benami arrangements and effectively rule as the actual ben-
eficiaries. Claiming that tribal protections obstruct their in-
terests, migrant non-tribals challenged Government Order
(GO) No. 275 in the Andhra Pradesh Administrative Tribu-
nal in 1998 and succeeded in getting it cancelled. Based on
recommendations from the Single Line Administration and
the Tribal Welfare Department, GO No. 3 was issued in
January 2000 as a replacement. When migrant groups
challenged GO No. 3 in the Supreme Court, the Court
struck it down on April 22, 2020. As a result, many edu-
cated tribal youths in the Telugu-speaking states were left
unemployed. Across the state, nearly 300,000 tribals ap-
plied for title deeds for podu cultivation lands. However,
after the formation of Telangana, only about 12,000 ben-
eficiaries received land titles. The struggle over podu cul-
tivation rights continues to burn intensely across Telangana.
Today, the condition of tribal communities has deterio-
rated to the point where they are neither accepted in vil-
lages nor allowed to live peacefully in forests. Regard-
less of the number of laws enacted for tribal develop-
ment, unless those laws are effectively implemented

[CTalvlele)
28 - 6 - 2026

|

ERIIDE é _ @

===

3 F

Why Indian Parties Are Beginning

To Look Like Political 'Spare

In the old imagination of In-
dian democracy, a seat was won
after a campaign. The candidate
filed nomination papers, voters
listened to speeches, caste el-
ders made their calculations,
party workers fought over poll-
ing booths, and the Election
Commission announced the
result. Today, in several corners
of the Republic, the more ad-
vanced practitioners of politics
are trying something more effi-
cient: win before the voter gets
a chance to vote. Maharashtra's
recent Legislative Council elec-
tions offer a telling example. Of
the 17 seats from local authori-
ties' constituencies, Mahayuti
candidates se cured six unop-
posed victories after withdraw-
als by Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) candidates in Thane,
Raigad-Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg,
Pune, Ahilyanagar, Yavatmal
and Wardha-Chandrapur-
Gadchiroli. On paper, this is a
legitimate democratic outcome.
No contest, no polling, no un-
certainty. In practice, it is more
revealing. A great deal of poli-
tics has already happened be-
fore the official election. There
were the usual signs of mod-
ern electoral management: with-
drawals, rebels, independents,
triangular contests and last-
minute recalibration. In
Ahilyanagar, controversy re-
portedly arose after an Inde-
pendent candidate later claimed
he had not voluntarily with-
drawn. In Pune, multiple with-
drawals paved the way for an
unopposed  victory. In
Yavatmal, Congress and poten-
tial MVA-backed names with-
drew. What voters eventually
see is the result. What they do
not always see is the pressure,
persuasion, arithmetic, and in-
ducement that may shape the
field itself.

This is not new. But it has
become more systematic. Surat

in the 2024 Lok Sabha election
remains the boldest recent tem-
plate. The BJP's Mukesh Dalal
was elected unopposed after
the Congress candidate's nomi-
nation was rejected and other
candidates withdrew. The Con-
gress called it "match-fixing";
the BJP called it victory. Both
descriptions, in their own way,
captured the moment. In a first-
past-the-post system, defeat-
ing rivals is one route. Ensur-
ing that rivals do not remain in
the fray is another.

The Party As A Vehicle

If Maharashtra shows the
politics of withdrawal, Bengal
offers the politics of transfer.
The recent Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC) rebellion, with
rebel MPs moving towards the
little-known Nationalist Citi-
zens Party of India (NCPI), is
the kind of episode that would
have sounded comic had it not
been so consequential. An ob-
scure registered party sud-
denly becomes a national in-
strument. Legislators who
might have faced political and
legal hazards find, through a
direct jump in a small party, a
possible route of repositioning.
The voter who chose one party
now watches that mandate be-
ing transported through an-
other political vehicle. This is
ingenious, and deeply ques-
tionable. Ingenious because it
understands the letter of the
law, the limits of anti-defection
provisions, the procedural role
of the Speaker, and the politi-
cal value of ambiguity. Ques-
tionable, because it reduces
parties to containers. A party
is no longer an ideological
home, organisational family, or
social coalition. It can become
a shell, a route, a temporary
address. India has thousands
of political parties on paper,
many of them registered but
unrecognised. Some are genu-
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ine vehicles of local aspiration.
Some represent caste, commu-
nity or regional interests. Some
are ideological experiments.
But others are beginning to
look like political spare parts:
useful when the main engine
needs reassembly.
Maharashtra has already
shown another version of this
through the splits in Shiv Sena
and the NCP. In both cases, the
battle was not merely about
who had the numbers, but who
owned the name, the symbol,
the memory, and the inherit-
ance. The present anxiety in
Uddhav Thackeray's camp
shows how this tactic has ac-
quired a second life: six of the
Sena (UBT)'s nine MPs have
been at the centre of revolt
speculation, and several of
them were the very faces who
had helped Uddhav hold
ground in the 2024 Lok Sabha
election after the 2022 split. If
they do leave, the blow will not
be merely numerical; it will sug-
gest that even post-split loyal-
ists and constituency anchors
can be turned into movable as-
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sets in the continuing battle
over the Sena's inheritance. In-
dian politics has always had
family disputes. What is new
is the sophistication with which
these disputes are converted
into institutional advantage.

The Welfare Model

If one route to victory is to
manage the field, another is to
manage memory. Here, welfare
has become the most powerful
new election technology. In
Maharashtra, the Mahayuti's
Ladki Bahin scheme became a
crucial electoral talking point,
with direct cash support to
women becoming not merely
welfare but a political relation-
ship. Similar "guarantee" poli-
tics helped the Congress in
Karnataka and Telangana. The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) built
much of its urban appeal in
Delhi around free electricity,
water, schools, and mohalla
clinics. The BJP has, at the na-
tional level, built an enormous
welfare-and-beneficiary archi-
tecture around housing, toilets,
cooking gas, foodgrain, and
direct transfers. But the newer
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improvisation is sharper:
women are no longer treated as
a soft vote bank. They are be-
ing treated as a decisive politi-
cal constituency.In Madhya
Pradesh, the BJP's Ladli Behna
scheme became a template for
converting direct support to
women into electoral reassur-
ance. In Odisha, the BJP's
Subhadra promise was de-
signed not only as welfare, but
as a direct challenge to the
BJD's long-cultivated relation-
ship with women's self-help
groups. In Bihar, Nitish Kumar's
pre-poll cash transfer to women
under the Mukhyamantri
Mabhila Rojgar Yojana showed
how ruling parties can com-
press welfare, timing, and elec-
toral messaging into a single
act. In Andhra Pradesh, the
TDP-Jana Sena-BJP alliance
packaged welfare as "Super
Six", while the YSR Congress
countered with its own welfare-
first idiom. Different states, dif-
ferent parties, same insight: the
household is now a battlefield,
and the woman voter is often
the central gatekeeper.

The Iran Paradox: 2 Things That
Can Derail The Peace Process

The US-Iran peace process
is well and truly on. In accor-
dance with the provisions of
the 14-Point MoU that was
signed on June 16, the first
round of talks were held in
Burgenstock, Switzerland, on
June 22. Tt resulted in the agree-
ment for a roadmap of 60 days,
which involves many confi-
dence-building measures be-
fore the really tricky issues are
discussed and agreed upon.
Coming in the backdrop of
many doubts and apprehen-
sions if and when the talks will
take place, mainly due to the
continuing ceasefire violations
in Southern Lebanon and the
occasional threat from Presi-
dent Trump of restarting the war
and bombing Iran, this roadmap
is indeed a welcome step. How-
ever, the bigger question is not
the the roadmap itself but
whether it can finally lead to an
acceptable deal that can ensure
lasting peace in the region, bat-
tered by war and instability for
almost three years since the
outbreak of Gaza war in Octo-
ber2023.

The Roadmap

The roadmap is a follow-up
of the 14-Point MoU, which
was digitally signed by Presi-
dent Trump and President
Pezeshkian on June 16. It calls
for the formation of a high-level
committee for political over-
sight, technical working groups
on nuclear and sanctions is-
sues, and a dispute resolution
mechanism. It provides for a
communication line to be estab-
lished between parties, espe-
cially Iran and the US, to en-
sure safe passage for commer-
cial vessels through the Strait
of Hormuz - a key provision of
the 14-Point MoU. Some of the
other key provisions of the
roadmap are:

A de-escalation and monitor-
ing unit will also be created to
ensure compliance of the

ceasefire and the cessation of
military operations in Lebanon.

Iran to receive sanctions
waiver from the US Treasury
Department to sell crude oil,
gas, and petrochemical prod-
ucts freely for a period of 60
days, up to August 21, 2026.

An agreement with Qatar re-
garding the release of Iran's fro-
zen assets.

A working group on nuclear
file, which will commence talks
on the future of Iran's nuclear
programme. It also involves
Iran permitting IAEA inspec-
tors to return to the country
provided that other critical con-
ditions as per clauses 1 (Leba-
non ceasefire), 4 and 5 (Strait
of Hormuz), 10 (removal of
sanctions on oil sales) and
11(unfreezing of Iranian funds
and assets) of the MoU have
been implemented.

Why A Deal Is Still Elusive

The MoU and the roadmap
are already facing severe criti-
cism both in the US as well as
Israel. Many are terming it as
America's abject surrender to
Iran, while most are question-
ing the whole purpose of the
war if at the end of it, Iran had
to be awarded with revocations
of sanctions and unfreezing of
funds and assets. More impor-
tantly, the MoU terms clearly
indicate that none of the two
primary objectives of the war
in Iran, ie., complete destruc-
tion of its nuclear programme
or its ballistic missiles
programme, has been achieved.
On the third implied (or desired)
objective of regime change in
Iran, the outcome of the war has
been contrary to the intentions.
Not only has the regime sur-
vived but the war has cemented
the hold of the regime in Iran,
with an added factor of the
Revolutionary Guards having
tighter control over critical is-
sues, as well as an elusive Su-
preme Leader who may well

turn out to be more hardline

than the previous one.
Precedents of previous deals
and MoU do not inspire confi-
dence either. Most recent is the
'Board of Peace' in Gaza. Estab-
lished under the chairmanship
of President Trump himself, it
may have ended the war in Gaza
formally. But little has moved
beyond it. Despite the 20-Point
Plan' that laid out the charter
for peace and was formally en-
dorsed by the UN Security
Council on November 17,2025
(UNSC Resolution 2803 of
2025), not much has moved.
Even though Phase-1 of the
Gaza ceasefire was largely suc-
cessful in returning all hostages
back to Israel and pulling back
Israeli forces to the 'Yellow
Line', it is the Phase-2 that was
more critical to the future of
Gaza. That had three vital com-
ponents. The first is the estab-
lishment and positioning of the
International Stabilisation
Force (ISF), second is the dis-
arming of Hamas and
demilitarisation of Gaza, and
third is the governance of Gaza
by a technocratic, apolitical
Palestinian committee, with

oversight and supervision by
the "Board of Peace". However,
all that remains on paper.

Israel continues its opera-
tions in the Gaza strip with im-
punity, Netanyahu has called
for expansion of territory in
Gaza under Israeli control from
the current 53% to 70%, and
the officially reported toll of
people killed in Gaza since Oc-
tober 10, 2025 (the day
ceasefire came into effect) has
crossed 1,000. Also, there is
neither any clarity nor consen-
sus on the provision of troops
by partner countries for the In-
ternational Stabilisation Force
(ISF) in Gaza, which is to be led
by Major General Jasper Jeffers
from the US. Plus, of the esti-
mated USD 20 billion required
for reconstruction of Gaza,
there is hardly any money in
the kitty yet. The war in Gaza
thus remains an unending saga
of despair, frustration and hu-
man tragedy.

There is, therefore, the fear
that the Iran peace process
may face a similar fate. While
it is clear that neither Iran or
the US have any appetite for
more war, the possibility of

talks extending for months and
years on two crucial issues -
the nuclear and the ballistic
missile programmes - may turn
this roadmap into an unend-
ing saga. The fear of the US
and/or Israel reneging on a
deal in the future also poses
questions about the pros-
pects of lasting peace. The
previous two instances, of
June 2025 - when Israel
launched strikes into Iran just
when US-Iran nuclear talks
were progressing well - or Feb-
ruary 2026, when Oman an-
nounced an agreement on key
issues of nuclear programme
between the US and Iran, do
not inspire confidence. Also,
the previous nuclear deal with
Iran, signed in July 2015 and
ratified by the UN Security
Council, was unilaterally re-
voked by the US in May 2018
under President Trump's first
term. All these precedents put
into question not only the suc-
cess of the roadmap but also
the guarantees that a deal, if
agreed upon, will actually en-
dure. The implementation of
the roadmap has started in
earnest, from both ends.
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New Delhi: Six youth-led
startups from across India
have been recognized as
winners of the 8th edition
of the Youth Co:Lab Na-
tional Innovation Challenge
2026 for developing innova-
tive solutions that advance
sustainability through cir-
cular economy innovations,
sustainable textiles and
fashion, and sustainable
food systems and water
conservation. Co-led by the
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP)
India and Citi Foundation,
in partnership with Atal In-
novation Mission (AIM),
and implemented by T-Hub
Foundation, the Youth

Co:Lab National Innovation
Challenge has emerged as
one of India's foremost plat-
forms for empowering
youth-led innovation that
accelerates progress to-
wards the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs).
This year, the challenge re-
ceived over 350 applica-
tions from youth-led
startups across 28 states.
Following a rigorous selec-
tion process, 50 high-po-
tential startups were en-
rolled in the National
Springboard Programme, a
three-month virtual capac-
ity-building journey sup-
ported by a curated group
of 16 industry mentors and

domain specialists.

The participating
startups worked across
three thematic areas:

* Sustainable Textiles and
Fashion

* Circular Economy Inno-
vations

* Sustainable Food Sys-
tems and Water Conserva-
tion

All 50 startups pitched
before a distinguished jury
during the National Innova-
tion Dialogue held on 4th
June 2026. Following the
evaluation, the top 20
startups advanced to the
Regional Immersion
Bootcamp hosted at T-Hub,
Hyderabad from 15th to

IPC Conducts Training on EG-
DEG Testing in Medicines

New Delhi: The Indian
Pharmacopoeia Commis-
sion (IPC) successfully con-
ducted the 2nd Hands-on
Training Programme on the
Determination of Ethylene
Glycol (EG) and Diethylene
Glycol (DEG) in Oral Liquid
Preparations by Gas Chro-
matography (GC) from 22nd
to 23rd June 2026 at its cam-
pus in Ghaziabad. The train-
ing programme was inaugu-
rated by Dr V. Kalaiselvan,
Secretary-cum-Scientific Di-
rector, IPC, in the presence
of Shri Rajeev Bhargava,
Deputy Drugs Controller
(DDC), Department of Drugs
Control, Delhi, who graced
the occasion as the Guest of
Honour. During the inaugu-
ral session, the importance
of strengthening analytical
capabilities of regulatory
laboratories for ensuring the
quality, safety, and efficacy
of medicines was empha-
sized. The two-day
programme brought to-
gether participants from six
states including Haryana,
Goa, Odisha, West Bengal,
Assam, and Meghalaya, and
provided intensive practical
training on the determina-
tion of EG and DEG in oral

liquid formulations using
Gas Chromatography. The
participants received hands-
on exposure to sample
preparation, instrument op-
eration, calibration, analyti-
cal method implementation,
chromatogram interpretation
and data analysis. Ethylene
Glycol (EG) and Diethylene
Glycol (DEG) are highly toxic
substances that are not per-
mitted in pharmaceutical for-
mulations. These contami-
nants may be introduced
through adulterated or sub-
standard excipients such as
glycerin, propylene glycol,
sorbitol, and polyethylene
glycol. Even trace quantities
can pose serious health
risks, including acute kidney
injury, central nervous sys-
tem depression, and death.
Therefore, their accurate de-
tection, quantification, and
control are essential for safe-
guarding public health and
ensuring pharmaceutical
quality. The training
programme was organized
in the context of Amend-
ment List 09 to IP-2022, ef-
fective from 10th October
2025, which mandates test-
ing for Ethylene Glycol
(EG) and Diethylene Glycol

(DEGQG) in all oral liquid for-
mulations. Through this ini-
tiative, IPC continues to
support the effective imple-
mentation of Indian Phar-
macopoeia standards and
strengthen the analytical
preparedness of State Drug
Testing Laboratories across
the country. The technical
sessions covered the scien-
tific basis of DEG and EG
contamination, regulatory
requirements, analytical
methodology, and practical
application of Gas Chroma-
tography for routine test-
ing. Participants also gained
insights into potential
sources of contamination
and the critical role of qual-
ity control measures in pre-
venting the entry of toxic
contaminants into pharma-
ceutical products. The
programme significantly
enhanced the technical
competence of government
drug analysts and facilitated
knowledge sharing among
regulatory laboratories. The
hands-on approach enabled
participants to develop
practical skills required for
accurate analysis and com-
pliance with pharmacopoe-
ial requirements.

DMRC Commences Work at

Central Secretariat Station for
Central Vista Corridor

New Delhi: The
Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation
(DMRC) has com-
menced construc-
tion work at the
Central Secretariat
Metro Station for
the Central Vista
Corridor today. The
station is being
developed under
Phase V(A) as an
extension of the
existing Magenta
Line from Janakpuri
West to RK Ashram
Marg. The event was
graced by the august
presence of Sh.
Manohar Lal,
Hon’ble Union
Minister of Housing
& Urban Aftairs and
Power, along with

Secretary Mohua
and senior officials
of Mohua and
DMRC. The Central
Secretariat station
will become a triple
interchange station,
where the new Ma-
genta Line station
will seamlessly
connect with the
existing Yellow Line
and Violet Line. This
unique facility will
significantly benefit
government employ-
ees and commuters
accessing the
Lutyens’ Zone and
surrounding adminis-
trative districts.

The corridor spans
9.913 km with nine
underground stations,
namely: Shivaji

Stadium, Yuge Yugeen
Bharat, Central
Secretariat, Kartavya
Bhawan, India Gate,
War Memorial-High
Court, Baroda
House, Bharat
Mandapam, and
Indraprastha. This
project marks a
significant step in
strengthening con-
nectivity to the heart
of New Delhi,
providing efficient
access to major
government offices,
judicial institutions,
national memorials,
and convention
facilities, while
enhancing overall
network efficiency
and passenger
conveniencet

19th June 2026. The five-
day immersive programme
brought together ecosys-
tem leaders, sustainability
experts, investors, govern-
ment stakeholders and en-
trepreneurs through
masterclasses, mentorship
sessions, site visits and
peer learning opportunities
designed to strengthen
business models and scale
impact. Following a final
jury evaluation on 18 June
2026, six startups were se-
lected for their scalable,
high-impact solutions. The
three winning startups re-
ceived seed grant support
0f' Rs.3,50,000 each, along
with capacity-building op-
portunities and ecosystem
access. The three runners-
up were awarded
Rs.2,20,000 each in recog-
nition of their promising
contributions and potential
for scale.

The awards were pre-
sented in the presence of
senior representatives from
UNDP, AIM, T-Hub, gov-
ernment institutions, inves-
tors and innovation ecosys-
tem leaders. Delivering the
special address on Building
India's Green Economy:
Youth, Capital and the Next
Decade of Innovation,
Meraj Faheem, CEO,
Telangana Innovation Cell
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(TGIC), Government of
Telangana, said, "Initiatives
like Youth Co:Lab reinforces
the power of innovation,
collaboration, and youth
leadership in addressing
some of our most pressing
challenges. We are proud to
have been part of this jour-
ney and remain committed
to nurturing ecosystems
that enable  young
changemakers to transform
ideas into meaningful im-
pact."

“India does not have a
startup problem. India has
a distribution problem. A
distribution of capital —
too concentrated in Banga-
lore and Delhi. A distribu-

tion of mentorship — too
thin in Tier-3 and the North-
East. A distribution of op-
portunity — too narrow for
women, persons with dis-
abilities, and founders from
socially disadvantaged
backgrounds. Programmes
like Youth Co:Lab exist to
fix that distribution prob-
lem. And the evidence we
are unveiling today sug-
gests they are starting to,”
said Prateeck Deshmukh,
Program Director, Atal Inno-
vation Mission, NITI
Aayog. “One of India's
greatest resources is its
youth dividend. With
nearly 65 percent of the
population under the age of

Ambassador Jamieson Greer Leads U.S. Delegation
to India for Bilateral Trade Agreement Talks

New Delhi, June, 24
(PIB): United States Trade
Representative Ambassa-
dor Jamieson Greer visited
New Delhi from 22-24 June
2026, leading an official U.S.
delegation. The visit marked
a key step in ongoing ef-
forts to advance a balanced,
mutually beneficial India—
U.S. Bilateral Trade Agree-
ment (BTA) and to finalize
an interim deal in line with
the joint statement of 7 Feb-
ruary 2026. Ambassador
Greer held multiple rounds
of discussions with the
Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Shri Piyush
Goyal. The two leaders con-
ducted a comprehensive re-

view of core BTA elements,
including enhanced market
access, digital trade, supply
chain resilience, reduction of
non-tariff barriers, and ex-
panded cooperation in stra-
tegic sectors. Both sides
noted substantial progress
by negotiating teams in re-
cent months and welcomed
the momentum from succes-
sive technical and ministe-
rial-level engagements. Dis-
cussions focused on path-
ways to conclude an interim
agreement as an important
milestone toward a compre-
hensive BTA. Both sides
reaffirmed their commitment
to an agreement that is bal-
anced, commercially mean-

ingful, and delivers tangible
benefits for businesses,
farmers, workers, and con-
sumers in both countries.

Recognizing the growing
significance of the India—
U.S. economic partnership
amid evolving global trade
dynamics, both sides reit-
erated their shared goal of
expanding bilateral trade,
fostering innovation, and
building resilient, trusted
supply chains. The two
sides expressed confidence
that ongoing negotiations
will further deepen eco-
nomic ties and strengthen
the India—U.S. Comprehen-
sive Global Strategic Part-
nership.

New Delhi: The Ministry
of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI)
has released a Discussion
Paper titled "Methodologi-
cal Approaches for Compi-
lation of Monetary Asset
Accounts of Coal in India",
aligned with the System of
Environmental-Economic
Accounting (SEEA) Central
Framework, endorsed by
the United Nations Statisti-
cal Commission as an inter-
national statistical stan-
dard.

Since 2018, MoSPI has
been following the UN
SEEA Framework and com-
piling physical asset ac-
counts for coal and other
mineral and energy re-
sources through the
EnviStats India series and
Energy Statistics India.
Building on this founda-
tion, MoSPI has taken a fur-
ther step by initiating the
experimental monetary valu-
ation and compilation of
monetary asset accounts
for mineral and energy re-
sources.

The monetary valuation
of environmental assets
provides a measure of the
economic value embodied
in India's natural resource
endowment, enables as-
sessment of depletion
costs, supports the estima-
tion of future government
revenues from resource ex-
traction, and facilitates
comparison across different
environmental assets. The
National Mineral Policy,
2019 mandates sustainable
mining practices, making
such valuation directly rel-
evant to India's policy
framework.

About the Discussion
Paper

The Discussion Paper
presents a detailed concep-
tual framework for monetary
valuation of non-renewable
mineral and energy re-
sources as prescribed in the
SEEA Central Framework,
and systematically reviews
and compares three alterna-
tive international method-
ologies, OECD (2025) Com-
pilation Guide for Measur-
ing Natural Resources in
the National Accounts, the
World Bank's Changing
Wealth of Nations (CWON,
2024), and the Philippines-
based methodology (2024),
examining their conceptual
foundations, data require-
ments, and potential data
sources for the Indian con-
text to identify the most ap-
propriate approach for
adoption within India's na-
tional statistical system.
The paper also presents
physical asset accounts for
coal in India for the period
2015-16 to 2023-24, using
data from the Geological
Survey of India through
EnviStats India 2024 and
Energy Statistics India
2025.

Coal has been selected as
the illustrative case given
its strategic importance to
India's economy. As the
nation's most abundant do-
mestic energy resource,
coal accounts for the major-
ity of India's electricity gen-
eration and supports a wide
range of core industries in-
cluding steel, cement, and
chemicals. India achieved
record raw coal production
0f 1,047.523 million tonnes
and lignite production of

45.133 million tonnes in
2024-25, underscoring the
resource's centrality to
India's energy security and
the Atmanirbhar Bharat vi-
sion. At the same time, as a
non-renewable resource,
the need for its sustainable
management makes mon-
etary asset valuation all the
more important.

Key Findings and Rec-
ommended Methodology

Of the three methodolo-
gies reviewed, the OECD
(2025) methodology is iden-
tified as the most appropri-
ate for the Indian context,
given its conceptual rigour,
grounding in the SEEA
Central Framework and the
System of National Ac-
counts (SNA 2025), and fea-
sibility within India's exist-
ing data infrastructure, par-
ticularly the National Ac-
counts Statistics (NAS)
compiled by MoSPI. The
methodology applies the
Net Present Value (NPV)
approach to future resource
rents estimated through the
Residual Value Method,
drawing on national ac-
counts aggregates.

This Discussion Paper is
issued as an open invitation
for comments and feedback
from experts, researchers,
government agencies, and
international organisations.
Responses received will
assist in finalisation of a
standardised methodology
for monetary valuation of
non-renewable mineral re-
sources within India's na-
tional accounts framework,
placing India at the fore-
front of natural capital ac-
counting among emerging
economies.

35, the country's ability to
meet its development and
climate goals will depend on
how effectively we support
young innovators to turn
ideas into action. More than
350 startups stepped for-
ward with solutions to some
of the most pressing chal-
lenges of our time, from
waste and water scarcity to
unsustainable production
systems. More than 40 per-
cent of the selected ven-
tures are women-led, dem-
onstrating the diversity of
talent driving India's inno-
vation ecosystem. With the
support of our partners, we
are proud to invest in a gen-
eration that is actively build-

ing a better future, “ said Dr.
Angela Lusigi, Resident
Representative, UNDP In-
dia. The finale also featured
a panel discussion on "In-
clusion as Infrastructure:
Building Innovation Eco-
systems That Work for Ev-
eryone", moderated by
Pankaj Vaish, Head, Startup
for GCCs, T-Hub. Panellists
included Shravya Kanithi
(Senior Professional for
Learning and Inclusion),
Manabendra Sanyal (CEO,
Youth Aid Foundation),
and Vyjayanti Vasanta
Mogli (Development Pro-
fessional and Member, Su-
preme Court of India con-
stituted Justice Asha
Menon Advisory Commit-
tee). A second panel, "Bet-
ting on Youth: What Inves-
tors and Institutions Look
for in the Next Generation of
Impact Founders", was
moderated by Vitasta Tiwari,
Innovation Lead, AIM, and
featured Sidhartha
Mohanty, Foun der, Brahma
Kamal and Angel Investor;
Viiveck Verma, Founder and
CEO, Upsurge Global; Amit
Kumar, Head, Sustainable
Inclusive Growth, UNDP In-
dia; Prateek Deshmukh, Pro-
gram Lead, AIM; and
Padmavathi Annapurna,
Vice Chairperson, Skill De-
velopment, ALEAP.

Amit Shah to Chair 10th
NCORD Apex Meeting

New Delhi: Union
Home Minister and
Minister of Cooperation,
Shri Amit Shah will chair
the 10th Apex-Level
Meeting of the Narco-
Coordination Centre
(NCORD) on Friday, 26
June 2026, at Vigyan
Bhawan, New Delhi.
The meeting, being
organized by the Narcot-
ics Control Bureau
(NCB) will play a crucial
role in further strength-
ening the government’s
efforts to achieve PM
Modi’s vision of a drug-
free India. It will bring
together key stakehold-
ers from 44 Central
Ministries and Depart-
ments, along with 108
representatives from
State Governments and
Drug Law Enforcement
Agencies in hybrid
mode.

On the occasion,
Union Home Minister
will release the “Vision
Document on Narcotics
Control (2026-2029).
Prepared through wide-
ranging consultations
with concerned Central
Government Depart-
ments, Drug Law
Enforcement Agencies
and other stakeholders,
the Vision Document will
provide a shared
roadmap for addressing
the demand-reduction,
supply-reduction and
harm-reduction aspects
of the drug menace. The
roadmap which envis-
ages network centric
enforcement approach,
also includes the actions
to be taken to meet the
challenges of synthetic
drugs, darknet-enabled
trafficking, keeping
youth away from drugs,
expanding the reach of
treatment and rehabilita-
tion centres for drug
users, among other
measures in a coordi-
nated and sustained
manner over the next
three years. This
document clearly defines
responsibilities, timelines
and measurable targets
for all stakeholders while
integrating enforcement,

demand reduction,
rehabilitation, public
awareness, capacity
building, and inter-
agency coordination.
This Vision Document
will serve as a guiding
framework for policy
formulation, implementa-
tion and institutional
strengthening across the
country to curb the
menace of drugs.

Amit Shah will also
release NCB Annual
Report- 2025 and
inaugurate the newly
built NCB Zonal offices
in Jammu and Guwabhati.
The Drug Disposal
Fortnight Campaign, a
special drive to destroy
narcotics. During the
fortnight, approximately
2,09,500 kg of drugs
worth 76,000 crore are
expected to be destroyed
across India, in accor-
dance with the law, by
various Central and State
law-enforcement
agencies.

The meeting will
provide a platform for a
comprehensive review
and assessment of the
collective efforts
undertaken by all con-
cerned stakeholders in
combating the drug
menace in the country.
The deliberations will
enable the participating
States, departments and
agencies to move forward
with renewed vigour and
commitment towards
achieving the goal of
effective narcotics
control. While underscor-
ing the need for a whole-
of-government approach
to effectively combating
the drug menace in the
country, the high-level
meeting will deliberate on
key issues relating to
effectively combat drug
trafficking & drug abuse
across the country over
the next three years. This
meeting is expected to
reinforce the
Government’s ‘Zero
Tolerance Policy’ against
drug trafficking in the
country as emphasized
by Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi.
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Terrifying! Stray Dog Attacks & Drags 3-Yr-Old Child For 30
Metres In Vijayapura; Disturhing CCTV Footage Goes Viral

e S S
A shocking stray dog at-
tack in Karnataka’s
Vijayapura district has trig-
gered widespread concern
after a three-year-old child
was brutally mauled on a
residential street. The terri-
fying incident, caught on
CCTYV, has once again
raised questions about ris-
ing stray dog incidents

across urban
neighbourhoods.

Child targeted while play-
ing outside

The incident occurred on
Tuesday when three young
children were seen playing
and running along a quiet
lane. CCTV footage shows
two stray dogs suddenly
emerging from behind a

parked vehicle and chasing
the children. While two chil-
dren managed to escape,
three-year-old Viraj Santosh
Biradar stumbled and was
cornered by one of the
dogs. The animal grabbed
the toddler and dragged
him away in its jaws, disap-
pearing briefly from the
camera’s view.MNAt nearly

the same moment, a pass-
ing car slowed down after
the driver noticed the com-
motion. A man quickly
stepped out and sprinted
toward the dog in an attempt
to save the child. Hearing
the boy’s cries, local resi-
dents rushed to the spot
armed with sticks and
stones. Their intervention
forced the dog to release the
child nearly 30 metres away
from where the attack be-
gan.

Child undergoing treat-
ment

The injured toddler was
immediately taken to a
nearby hospital. Doctors
confirmed he sustained bite
wounds and injuries to his
back and thighs. Medical
staff said the child is under
observation and receiving
treatment, and his condition
is currently stable.

Panic and safety con-
cerns among residents

The disturbing episode
has left residents shaken,
with many expressing fear
over the increasing pres-
ence of aggressive stray
dogs in the area. Locals
have reportedly urged civic
authorities to take urgent
measures  such  as
sterilisation drives, vacci-
nation programmes, and
better animal control man-
agement to prevent similar
incidents. Animal welfare
experts note that unregu-
lated waste disposal, rapid
urban expansion, and lack
of consistent sterilisation
campaigns often contribute
to rising stray dog popula-
tions, increasing the risk of
human-animal conflict. Au-
thorities are expected to re-
view surveillance footage
and assess preventive ac-
tion following the attack, as
residents demand stronger
safety measures to protect
children and pedestrians.

Karnataka HC Raps Govt Over Criminal Action Against
BJP Winner; Governor Steps In To Facilitate Oath-Taking

Bengaluru: High drama
prevailed in Karnataka after
the ruling Congress party
refused to accept the result
of Sringeri Assembly con-
stituency, where the re-
counting of ballot votes
ended in reversing the re-
sults declared in May 2023,
where Congress candidate
was declared elected by 201
votes. Soon after the re-
counting, which took place
as per direction of the
Karnataka High Court re-
vealed that most of the Bal-
lot votes counted in favor
of Congress candidate T D
Raje Gowda were actually in-
valid, Sudhir Murolli, the
Congress agent during re-
counting lodged a criminal
complaint against BJP can-
didate D N Jeevaraj and the
then Chickmagalur DC
Ramesh, When both ap-
proached the court, the
Karnataka High Court came
down heavily on the State
government and stayed the
criminal  proceedings
against both till further or-
ders. While issuing notice
to the complainant, Justice

V Srishananda of the
Karnataka High Court said
that the police should not
register FIR under political
pressure and they should
not work under political
pressures. Meanwhile,
soon after the recounting,
BJP candidate D N Jeevaraj
urged the Returning Offic-
ers to issue the certificate
as per the court directions.
However, the Returning Of-
ficers refused to issue the
certificate till Jeevaraj is-
sued a legal notice to them.
Later in the day, Jeevaraj
received the certificate
through e-mail. Soon after
receiving the certificate,
Jeevaraj tried to meet
Speaker U T Khader to take
oath as MLA. However,
Khader asked for sometime
before he takes a call on al-
lowing Jeevaraj to take
oath. Jeevaraj, along with
BJP leaders called upon the
Governor and submitted a
memorandum, seeking di-
rections to the Speaker to
administer the oath to him.
Speaking to reporters after
meeting the Governor,

Jeevaraj dismissed the “Vote
Chori' allegations by Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah. *'1
did not lodge a complaint
directly to the court. The
usual practice is to count
the postal ballots first and
take up EVM tabulation.
However, in 2023, in Sringeri
constituency, the polling
officers said that counting
of 1800 postal ballots was
completed only by 4.30 pm.
The BJP polling agents
submitted two petitions
just for re-verification of

postal votes only. The re-
turning officers did not
agree and for the last three
years, I have been fight-
ing the case in the court.
When the re-verification
was done, the truth came
out that some officials,
sensing that Congress
was coming to power, had
added some invalid votes
in favor of Congress can-
didate, as the margin was
very low," he added. Mean-
while, Speaker U T Khader
denied that he was dodg-

ing Jeevaraj from taking
oath. "“Governor also
spoke to me. The problem
is that no one met me yes-
terday and I have come to
Mangaluru today. This is
not a straight case and
there are a lot of technical
issues. I have sought a le-
gal opinion on this. The
State government initiating
a criminal case against
Jeevaraj has nothing to do
with me. I have asked
Jeevaraj to meet me today
evening," he added.

Overacting Ka Rs50 Kaato': Woman, Alleged TMC
Worker's ‘Fake’ Bandaged Head Exposed Live Interview;
Viral Viideo Leaves Internet In Splits

'As political temperatures
remain high following the
West Bengal Assembly
Election results, social me-
dia has been flooded with
reactions, debates, and vi-
ral clips reflecting the
deeply divided public sen-
timent in the state. While
some citizens have wel-
comed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), others continue to
rally behind Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee and her
All India Trinamool Con-
gress (TMC). Amid this
charged atmosphere, a con-
troversial video has gone
viral online, triggering sharp
reactions and renewed con-
versations around political
violence.

Alleged injury claim
takes unexpected turn

The viral clip shows a
woman, identified in social
media posts as a TMC sup-
porter, speaking to report-
ers while wearing a ban-
dage on her head. During
the interview, she report-
edly claimed that BJP work-
ers had assaulted her. How-
ever, the situation took a
dramatic turn when a
woman alleged to be a BJP
supporter removed the ban-
dage mid-interview. Accord-
ing to viewers who shared
the clip, no visible injury
was seen after the bandage

was taken off, leading to
accusations that the injury
had been staged. Moments
later, the video appears to
show chaos breaking out,
with individuals allegedly
associated with TMC con-
fronting and physically at-
tacking the woman who ex-
posed the supposed “fake”
injury. The footage quickly
spread across social media
platforms, drawing thou-
sands of reactions and in-
tense debate among users.
Some viewers described the
incident as ironic or humor-
ous, while others strongly
condemned the violence
shown in the clip. One post
circulating online read, “A
TMC worker with bandage
on her head claimed that she
was beaten up by BJP work-
ers. BJP workers removed
the bandage but there was
no sign of injury. So, they
beat her up and returned the

bandage and told her that
people will believe you now.”
Social media users offered
mixed interpretations of what
unfolded. “I don't see she
being hit later. It is instead the
opposite. Watch carefully.
The lady in the whites who
called off her drama is sur-
rounded by these anarchists

and even one man is hitting
the lady in white clothes,”
one user commented. “She
was just trying her didi's
tricks...but misfired this time,”
another wrote.

Authenticity yet to be veri-
fied

Despite the widespread
circulation of the video, the

authenticity of the incident
and the identities of those
involved have not been in-
dependently confirmed. As
with many viral political clips,
experts caution viewers
against drawing conclu-
sions without confirmed
facts, especially during po-
litically sensitive periods.

IndiGo Flight Evacuated In Chandigarh After
Passenger's Electronic Equipment Catches Fire

Chandigarh: An emer-
gency evacuation was un-
dertaken at Chandigarh Air-
port after a passenger's elec-
tronic equipment caught
fire on a stationary IndiGo
flight.

A passenger told media
that the cabin of the flight
was filled with smoke due

to the fire.

According to the airline,
"On 5 May 2026, while
IndiGo flight 6E 108 from
Hyderabad to Chandigarh
was stationary after land-
ing, an incident involving a
customer's personal elec-
tronic equipment catching
fire was reported. In the in-

terest of safety, an imme-
diate evacuation was car-
ried out and all the rel-
evant authorities were im-
mediately informed," an
airline spokesperson said.

All customers have
been safely moved to the
terminal and are being at-
tended to by the team to

ensure their well-being,
the spokesperson said.
"The aircraft will un-
dergo necessary checks
before resuming opera-
tions. At IndiGo, the
safety of our customers
and crew remains our top
priority," said the airline
spokesperson.

NIA Launches Detailed

Investigation

Into Recent

Explosions In Punjab,

Assists Local

Police In

Evidence Gathering

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) on Wednesday morn-
ing moved to secure foren-
sic evidence and gather in-
formation from the sites of
the recent blast in Punjab.
The team will assist state
authorities in investigating
the explosion, the sources
said.According to the
sources, the National In-
vestigation Agency teams
are currently en route to the
blast sites in Jalandhar and
Amritsar, where they are
expected to arrive shortly to
gather information and as-
sist the Punjab Police in the
investigation. Meanwhile,
expressing suspicion over
the timing of the incidents,
Congress leader Raj Kumar
told ANI, "All this is hap-
pening because elections
are about to take place in
the state. This area comes
under the central govern-
ment. Neither the central nor
the state government is
able to control the situation
here. I think there is a con-
spiracy to rig the elections
in Punjab..." LoP in the
Punjab assembly and Se-
nior Congress leader Partap
Bajwa said, "Back-to-back
blasts in a single day can-
not be brushed aside as co-
incidence, first Jalandhar
and then Amritsar. The
Punjab government must
act swiftly to identify and
bring to justice those be-
hind these incidents. At a
time when several con-
spiracy theories are circu-
lating and fear is spreading
among the general public,
the administration cannot
afford silence or compla-
cency. Punjab has already
been grappling with serious
challenges like youth unem-
ployment and lack of oppor-
tunities. Any attempt to dis-
turb peace and stability will
only deepen the sense of
uncertainty among our
people. Punjab cannot af-
ford another phase of insta-
bility. Maintaining law and
order and restoring public
confidence must be the
government's top priority."
On Wednesday, Amritsar
police restricted public
movement in certain areas
to investigate the nature of
a sudden blast reported in
Khasa near the cantonment
area in Amritsar on Tues-
day. Assistant Sub-Inspec-
tor Karam Singh informed
that the roads are currently

closed for surveillance.
Assistant Sub-Inspector
(ASI) Karam Singh, while
speaking to ANI, said, "I
got to know that an explo-
sion has taken place here.
We'll close the road for sur-
veillance." Expressing fear
over the potential disrup-
tion of peace, Punjab Con-
gress President and MP
Amarinder Singh Raja War-
ring, in a post on X, wrote,
"Back-to-back blasts have
shaken Punjab. Yesterday in
Jalandhar, and now near
Khasa Camp in Amritsar --
this is deeply alarming. Who
is trying to destabilise our
state? Why has the Punjab
Government failed to pre-
vent such incidents? What
is the Government of India
doing? Repeated lapses
point to a serious break-
down of intelligence and
security. Punjab's peace
cannot be compromised.
We demand accountability
and immediate action." On
Tuesday, a blast occured in
Khasa near the cantonment
area in Amritsar at around
10:50 pm, prompting a swift
response from police and
security agencies. No casu-
alties were reported. Speak-
ing to ANI, SP Aditya S.
Warrier said police received
information about the sus-
pected blast, and senior of-
ficers immediately rushed to
the spot along with the
army personnel stationed in
the cantonment area. The
Bomb Disposal Squad
(BDS) was called to con-
duct a thorough inspection.
The Forensic Science Labo-
ratory (FSL) team collected
samples and evidence from
the site. The collected ma-
terial was sent for analysis
to determine the nature and
cause of the incident
.Amritsar SP Aditya Warrior
told ANI, "At around 10.50
pm, the police received a
complaint about a sound of
a blast near Khassa canton-
ment... The police team
reached the spot along with
the senior officials of the
army residing in the canton-
ment. The BDS team was
also called, which con-
ducted a check there. The
FSL team gathered the evi-
dence, and it has been sent
for sampling and testing.
We are checking how many
blasts have occurred and
how." Preliminary investiga-
tion is underway, and fur-
ther details are awaited.

'40 Men In 3 Hours':

Hyderabad Cop Goes

Undercover At Midnight, Exposes Chilling

Reality Of Women's Safety
In a striking late-night field exercise, IPS of-
ficer Sumathi, Commissioner of Police, Malkajgiri,
stood alone at Hyderabad's Dilsukhnagar bus
stop to understand the reality women face after
dark. Between 12:30 am and 3:30 am, 40 men ap-
proached her, many allegedly intoxicated, mak-

ing unsolicited advances,

vulgar remarks, and re-

peated attempts at conversation. The men, rang-
ing from students to working professionals,
failed to recognise the senior officer, who is in
her 50s. What unfolded was a revealing glimpse
of the everyday harassment women often endure
in public spaces at night.

Rather than limiting the operation to detention,
the police identified those involved, counselled
them, and issued strict warnings about their
behaviour towards women. The approach high-
lighted not just enforcement, but also the need
for behavioural change. This was not a one-off
effort. Around 25 years ago, as a young DSP near
Kazipet railway station, Sumathi had conducted
a similar exercise to assess women's safety at the
ground level. Decades later, even in a top lead-
ership role, she chose to step into the field again,
prioritising firsthand understanding over desk-
bound oversight. While her commitment to policing has
drawn praise, the exercise underscores an uncomfortable
truth: for many women, stepping out alone at night still

comes with significant risks.

‘Dooha Do Airline’:
Ex-Spicelet Cahin
Crew Claims FnF
Due 0f 71.44 Lakh
Unpaid Even After
3 Years; Video
Goes Viral

Days after former
cabin crew member
Rishita Bhardwaj
publicly accused
Spicelet of delaying her
full and final (FnF)
settlement, another ex-
employee has come
forward with a similar
allegation, claiming she
has been waiting for her
dues for over three
years. The former cabin
crew member shared
her experience through
an Instagram video,
alleging that despite
resigning from the airline
three years ago, her FnF
payment worth
?1,44,000 remains
unpaid. She further
claimed that several
colleagues who left the
company around the
same time are facing the
same issue.

‘Three years and
still waiting’

In the video, the ex-
employee expressed
frustration over what
she described as
repeated explanations
from the airline regard-
ing financial losses.
“Reason dete hai ki
company loss me chal
rahi hai. Loss me chal
rahi hai 3 saal se lekin
doob nahi rahi,” she said,
questioning how employ-
ees could be expected to
wait indefinitely for their
payments. She went on
to criticise the airline’s
functioning, adding,
“Zarurat nahi hai aisi
company chalane ki jaha
tum apne crew, captains,
ex-employees ko time se
payment nahi de rahe ho
toh. Bandh kardo
airlines.” The video
quickly gained traction
online, drawing attention
from other former
aviation employees who
claimed to have faced
similar delays.

More employees
share similar experi-
ences

Several users flooded
the comment section
with their own griev-
ances. One commenter
alleged that they were
unable to obtain even
basic employment
documentation. “I have
not yet received my
experience letter or the
full and final settle-
ment... I was informed
that I need to make a
payment to the company
before the experience
letter can be issued,” the
user wrote. Others
echoed comparable
concerns, with one
person claiming, “It’s
been 4 years I didn’t get
mine,” while another
added, “Atleast some-
one is talking about.”

Growing online
backlash

The resurfacing of
multiple complaints has
intensified scrutiny
around employee
settlements in the
aviation sector, particu-
larly as airlines continue
to recover from pan-
demic-era financial
strain. While SpiceJet
has not publicly re-
sponded to these latest
allegations at the time of
writing, the viral posts
have sparked debate
online about employee
rights, delayed payouts,
and accountability
within the industry. As
more former staff
members speak up, the
controversy appears
far from over.
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Indian Railways doubles ticketless travel
fine to Rs 500: new rules from July 1

New Delhi:Train passen-
gers travelling without a
valid ticket will soon have
to pay a higher penalty as
Indian Railways has
doubled the minimum fine
for ticketless travel from Rs
250 to Rs 500. The revised
rules, which will take effect
from July 1, also introduce
stricter penalties for ticket
misuse, unauthorised hawk-
ing, begging and other vio-
lations on trains and railway
premises. The changes are
being implemented under
provisions amended
through the Jan Vishwas
framework and are aimed at
improving compliance, re-
ducing ticket misuse and

ensuring a safer and more
organised travel experience
for passengers.

Ticketless travel fine
doubled to Rs 500

Under the revised rules,
passengers found travelling
without a valid ticket or re-
using an already-used
ticket will have to pay the
applicable fare along with
excess charges, subject to
a minimum penalty of Rs
500. The current minimum
penalty is Rs 250. The in-
crease marks the first major
revision in more than a de-
cade, after the minimum fine
was raised from Rs 50 to Rs
250 in 2013. Railway offi-
cials said the move is in-

tended to discourage
ticketless travel and im-
prove compliance with rail-
way regulations.

Travelling on another
person's ticket? Check
new railway rule

Indian Railways has also
tightened rules for passen-
gers travelling on tickets
booked in another person's
name. Under the revised
provisions, such tickets can
be forfeited and the passen-
ger will be required to pay
the applicable fare and ex-
cess charges, with a mini-
mum liability of Rs 500. If
the amount is not paid, the
matter may be referred to a
competent court for further

action.

Higher penalties for
hawking and begging

The new rules prescribe
stricter penalties for
unauthorised hawking and
begging on trains and rail-
way premises. Passengers
or vendors found selling
goods without permission,
hawking or soliciting pur-
chases may face penalties
of up to Rs 2,000. Repeat
offenders could face impris-
onment of up to one year.
The revised provisions also
prohibit begging in railway
coaches and station pre-
mises.

Action against nuisance

and intoxication
Railways has also
strengthened action

against passengers who
create disturbances on
trains or at stations. Pas-
sengers using abusive or
obscene language, interfer-
ing with railway amenities
or causing inconvenience to
fellow travellers may face
penalties under the revised
rules.Those found intoxi-
cated and creating distur-
bances can be removed
from trains and railway pre-
mises and may also face
additional legal action.
Other railway penalties

passengers should know

The revised provisions
include several other pen-
alties for railway offences.
Men found occupying
coaches, seats or berths re-
served for women may face
apenalty of up to Rs 2,500.
Railway staff will be em-
powered to remove such
passengers. Passengers
carrying prohibited or dan-
gerous goods on trains may
face penalties of up to Rs
10,000. Unauthorised entry
into railway premises may
attract a penalty of Rs 500.

What it means for pas-
sengers

The revised rules are
aimed at improving disci-
pline and reducing ticket
misuse across the railway
network. For passengers,
the changes could mean
stricter enforcement against
ticketless travel, misuse of
reserved tickets and other
rule violations, helping cre-
ate a safer and more
organised travel environ-
ment. With the new provi-
sions set to come into effect
from July 1, passengers are
advised to carry valid tick-
ets, travel only on tickets
booked in their own name
and follow railway regula-
tions to avoid penalties.

Good news for passengers: Ashwini Vaishnaw launches
Chhapra-Delhi Express; Bihar gets Rs 10,000 crore railway boost

New Delhi:Passengers
travelling between Bihar
and Delhi have received a
major connectivity boost
with the launch of the
Chhapra-Delhi Express.
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has also an-
nounced a railway alloca-
tion of more than Rs 10,000
crore for Bihar, along with
station redevelopment, ca-
pacity expansion and infra-
structure upgrades aimed at
improving rail travel across
the state. The minister said
railway projects worth
around Rs 1.15 lakh crore
are currently under way in
Bihar, making it one of the
biggest railway develop-
ment programmes in the
state. The investment is ex-
pected to improve connec-
tivity, expand rail capacity,
support station redevelop-
ment and enhance passen-
ger convenience across key
routes in Bihar.

Chhapra-Delhi Express
launched

In a major relief for pas-
sengers from Chhapra and
nearby districts, Vaishnaw
launched the Chhapra-
Delhi Express on Friday.
The new train provides di-
rect connectivity between
Chhapra and Delhi, offering

another travel option for
passengers travelling for
work, education, business
and personal reasons. The
launch fulfils a long-pend-
ing demand from residents
of the Saran region and is
expected to make long-dis-
tance travel more conve-
nient.

Bihar gets over Rs
10,000 crore for railway
development

Speaking in Patna,
Vaishnaw said Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has al-
located a record railway
budget of more than Rs
10,000 crore for Bihar. Ac-
cording to the minister, the
allocation is helping accel-
erate railway infrastructure
development across the
state, with multiple projects
focused on improving con-
nectivity, increasing capac-
ity and enhancing passen-
ger convenience. He added
that railway projects worth
around Rs 1.15 lakh crore
are currently being imple-
mented in Bihar.

New Patna station with
five platforms under devel-
opment

Vaishnaw also an-
nounced major infrastruc-
ture upgrades in and
around Patna to increase rail

capacity. A new railway sta-
tion with five platforms is

being developed at
Hardinge Park as part of ef-
forts to ease congestion
and improve train opera-
tions in the Patna region.
The minister said Fatuha,
located near Patna, is also
witnessing significant rail-
way development under
ongoing expansion plans.
Bihar-made locomotives
exported to Guinea
Highlighting the suc-
cess of the Make in India
initiative, Vaishnaw said
locomotives manufactured
in Bihar are now reaching
international markets. He

announced that the 51st
locomotive produced at
the Marhowrah locomo-
tive factory will be ex-
ported to Guinea, reflect-
ing India's growing rail-
way manufacturing
capabilities.BJP MP Rajiv
Pratap Rudy welcomed the
launch of the Chhapra-
Delhi Express, saying it
fulfils a long-pending de-
mand of passengers from
Chhapra and the wider Sa-
ran region.

What it means for pas-
sengers

The latest announce-
ments are expected to
strengthen rail connectiv-

ity across Bihar through a
new direct train service be-
tween Chhapra and Delhi,
station redevelopment
projects and capacity ex-
pansion initiatives. Pas-
sengers are also likely to
benefit from improved rail-
way infrastructure in and
around Patna, smoother
train operations and better
connectivity across the
state. With more than Rs
10,000 crore allocated for
railway development and
projects worth around Rs
1.15 lakh crore under way,
Bihar's rail network is set
for significant expansion in
the coming years.

From Infosys to TCS: Why IT stocks lost Rs 81,000
crore in mcap — and what should investors do?

T Stoeks Grash

New Delhi: The Nifty IT
index witnessed a sharp
sell-off on Friday, plunging
3.65 per cent as investors
reacted negatively to
weaker guidance and sub-
dued demand commentary
from global technology
consulting giant Accenture.
The decline led to a massive
erosion of nearly Rs 80,900
crore in the combined mar-
ket capitalisation of nine
major Nifty IT companies.
Infosys emerged as the big-
gest loser during the ses-
sion. The stock fell 6.5 per

cent, resulting in an esti-
mated erosion of around Rs
30,947 crore in market value.
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), another heavy-
weight in the index, de-
clined 3.06 per cent, wiping
out an estimated Rs 28,465
crore from its market
capitalisation. The sharp
decline in these two com-
panies alone accounted for
nearly three-fourths of the
total market value wiped out
from the selected Nifty IT
stocks. The sharp decline in
these two companies alone

accounted for nearly three-
fourths of the total market
value wiped out from the
selected Nifty IT stocks.

Infosys, TCS Lead IT
Sell-Off

Apart from Infosys and
TCS, several other IT stocks
also came under pressure.
HCL Technologies de-
clined 2.23 per cent, while
LTIMindtree dropped 3.95
per cent. Tech Mahindra
fell 2.33 per cent during the
session. Among mid-cap IT
names, Wipro slipped 1.28
per cent, Persistent Sys-
tems declined 2.09 per cent,
Mphasis fell 2.94 per cent
and Coforge dropped 1.01
per cent. The estimated
market value erosion stood
at around Rs 2,459 crore for
Wipro, Rs 1,629 crore for
Persistent Systems, Rs
1,311 crore for Mphasis and
Rs 644 crore for Coforge.

Overall, the combined
market value of these nine

Nifty IT companies declined
by about Rs 80,880 crore
during the session, reflect-
ing broad-based weakness
across the sector.

What Triggered the
Sharp Fall?

According to Shashwat
Singh, Fundamental Analyst at
Bajaj Broking, the sell-offin In-
dian IT stocks was triggered
by Accenture's decision to trim
its full-year revenue outlook.
“The current sell-off in Indian
IT stocks is a direct reflex reac-
tion to global tech giant
Accenture trimming its full-
year revenue outlook.rowth
guidance down to 3—4 per
cent from 3-5 per cent ear-
lier, and its core commercial
guidance down to 4-5 per
cent from 4-6 per cent,
Accenture has effectively
confirmed that clients re-
main highly cautious with
their wallets,” Singh said.
He added that Indian IT
companies depend heavily

on the same global tech-
nology spending pipeline
for discretionary projects.
“Because Indian IT firms
rely heavily on the same
global pipeline for discre-
tionary tech projects, this
shift in Accenture's fore-
cast serves as a macro-
scopic warning for the en-
tire sector, prompting in-
vestor sell-offs,” he said.

Motilal Oswal Sees
Negative Read-Through
for Indian IT

Brokerage firm Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
also maintained a cautious
stance on the sector fol-
lowing Accenture's quar-
terly results. Accenture re-
ported 3 per cent year-on-
year constant currency
revenue growth in the
third quarter of FY26 at
$18.7 billion. The company
lowered the upper end of
its FY26 constant-cur-
rency revenue.

Centre bans 16 drug combinations,
including aloe vera-based formulations,
over safety concerns; see list

CENTRE BANS

16 FDCs

Including Aloe Vera-
Based Formulations

New Delhi:Centre Pro-
hibits 16 Drug Combina-
tions: The Centre has
banned 16 fixed-dose drug
combinations (FDCs) for
human use, directing that
their manufacture, sale and
distribution be stopped
with immediate effect.

The move follows a
multi-year review by expert
panels and the Drugs Tech-
nical Advisory Board
(DTAB), which concluded
that the combinations
lacked therapeutic justifi-
cation and that safer alter-
natives were already avail-
able. The prohibition has
been issued under Section
26A of the Drugs and Cos-
metics Act, 1940.

Review Began in 2021

According to official no-
tifications, the combina-
tions were examined by an
Expert Committee in 2021.
The panel reviewed avail-
able scientific literature,
clinical evidence and data
submitted by stakehold-
ers.

Its findings were later as-
sessed by DTAB, which
referred the matter to a sub-
committee for a detailed re-
view of irrational fixed-
dose combinations. Manu-
facturers were also invited
to submit supporting data
through public notices.

After completing its ex-
amination, the sub-commit-
tee submitted its report on
December 28, 2024. The
panel recommended a ban
on the identified products,
saying there was no thera-
peutic basis for combining
the ingredients in the ap-

proved proportions.

Questions Raised Over
Certain Antibiotic Combi-
nations

Among the products af-
fected is the combination
of Amoxicillin and
Serratiopeptidase.

The expert panel ob-
served that available evi-
dence did not support the
concurrent use of the two
ingredients and noted that
the combination was not
aligned with standard
therapeutic guidelines.
Similar concerns were
raised over the formula-
tion containing Amo
xicillin, Serratiopeptidase
and Lactobacillus
Sporogenes.

Another combination
that came under scrutiny
was Dicyclomine +
Paracetamol + Clidinium
Bromide + Chlordiazep-
oxide. The review panel
questioned the need to
combine Dicyclomine with
another anticholinergic in-
gredient, stating that such
a combination lacked justi-
fication.

Aloe Vera-Based Formu-
lations Also Banned

More than half of the
prohibited products are
Aloe Vera-based formula-
tions.

These include combina-
tions containing ingredi-
ents such as Jojoba Oil, Tea
Tree Oil, Wheat Germ Oil,
Olive Oil, Orange Oil and
Vitamin E.

The notifications said
the available scientific evi-
dence did not establish a
sound rationale for these

FIXED DOSE
COMBINATION
(FDC)

2
combinations.

Full List of Banned
Combinations

The 16 prohibited FDCs
are:

Acetyl Salicylic Acid +
Ethoheptazine

Aloe Vera + Jojoba Oil +
Wheat Germ Oil + Tea Tree
Oil

Amoxicillin +
Serratiopeptidase + Lacto-
bacillus Sporogenes

Dicyclomine +
Paracetamol + Clidinium
Bromide + Chlordiazep-
oxide

Amoxicillin +
Serratiopeptidase

Aloe Extract + Allantoin
+ Alpha Tocopherol Ac-
etate + D-Panthenol + Vi-
tamin A

Aloe Extract + Vitamin E
+ Dimethicone + Glycer-
ine

Aloe Vera + Jojoba Oil
+ Vitamin E

Aloe Vera + Orange Oil

Aloe Vera + Vitamin E +
Herbal Preparation

Aloe Vera + Tea Tree Oil

Aloe Vera + Vitamin E +
Tea Tree Oil

Aloe Vera + Wheat Germ
Oil + Tea Tree Oil

Aloe Vera + Jojoba Oil
+ Olive Oil + Vitamin E

Aloe Vera + Vitamin E +
Olive Oil

Aloe Vera + Olive Oil

Immediate Effect
Across India

With the latest notifica-
tions, the manufacture,
sale and distribution of all
16 combinations for human
use stand prohibited
across the country with im-
mediate effect.

PM Kisan 23rd Instalment Released: Check
if your Rs 2,000 payment has been credited

New Delhi:PM Kisan 23rd
Instalment Released: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
released the 23rd instalment
ofthe 'Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi' scheme to-
day, June 20, from
Tarakeswar in West Bengal's
Hooghly district. Under this,
a total of Rs 18,880 crore is
transferred to the accounts
0f'9.44 crore farmers.

Rs 2,000 transfer every
4 months

Under this scheme, eli-
gible farmers receive Rs 6,000
annually, which is trans-
ferred to their accounts in
three instalments at four-
month intervals. Each instal-
ment amounts to Rs 2,000,
which farmers can use to
purchase farming-related
essentials such as fertilisers,
seeds, pesticides, and other
necessary items.

Check payment status on
the PM Kisan app

Farmers can check the sta-
tus of their payments on the
PM Kisan app. This is a
mobile app launched for the
convenience of farmers. It is
entirely digital, enabling
farmers to view their pay-
ment status and application
details.

HowdoI checkifthemoney
has been deposited into the
account?

To find out whether you
have received the Rs 2,000 in-
stalment, you need to check
the 'Beneficiary Status'. To do
this, visit pmkisan.gov.in.
Click on 'Beneficiary Status'in
the 'Farmers Corner' section.
Here, you will need to enter
your mobile number or regis-
tration number.

After that, click on 'Get
Data'.

If 'NO' appears next to e-
KYC in your beneficiary sta-
tus, this means your instal-
ment will be withheld.not yet

. completed yur e-KYC,itis

essential to get it done im-
mediately.

What should you do if the
money has not been re-
ceived?

Farmers registered under
the PM Kisan Yojana are
entitled to its benefits; how-
ever, if you are a registered
farmer and the funds have
not been credited to your
account—or if you are fac-
ing any similar issue—you
can contact

pmkisan-ict@gov.in. Apart
from that, farmers can lodge
acomplaint. Details are given
below

PM Kisan Yojana: Regis-
ter Complaint

To register a complaint,
you can call or email the num-
ber or address given below

Email ID: pmkisan-
ict@gov.in. and pmkisan-
funds@gov.inHelpline no:
011-24300606,155261
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