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In BJP's New UP Team For 2027 Polls,
A Caste Counter To Akhilesh Yadav's PDA

(S

With the Assam hat trick
and West Bengal debut vic-
tory done, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has
shifted its focus to Uttar
Pradesh for the 2027 assem-
bly elections, eyeing a his-
toric third term. After facing
a huge setback in Uttar
Pradesh, one of India's
most politically significant
states, in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the BJP
has announced new office
bearers for the party's state
Pradesh unit, replacing all
six regional presidents.
State BJP president Pankaj
Chaudhary on Thursday
announced a list of 64 mem-

bers, dropping more than
half of the leaders from the
previous team. According
to the list, which was issued
after several rounds of con-
sultations between Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
senior state leaders and the
central leadership, the party
appointed 19 vice presi-
dents and eight general

secretaries and chose nine-
teen state ministers as of-
fice bearers. The party also
accommodated youngsters

and women and maintained
aregional balance. He also
kept social equations in
check, a move which is seen
as a counter to Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav's 'PDA' (Pichhda,
Dalit, and Alpsankhyak -
Backward, Dalit, and Mi-
nority) formula. The PDA
strategy is said to be be-
hind the Samajwadi Party's
biggest-ever victory in
Uttar Pradesh in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, getting
the party 37 of the state's
80 seats.

Priority To OBC Com-
munity

Four out of the six re-

gional presidents -- Nawab
Singh Nagar (for west Uttar
Pradesh), Puran Lal Lodhi
(for Braj), Ramkishor Sahu
(for Kanpur), and Ashok
Chaurasia (for Kashi) -- be-
long to the Other Backward
Classes (OBC) category,
who are estimated to con-
stitute around 55 per cent
of Uttar Pradesh's popula-

tion. Of the 64 office-bear-
ers, the largest group be-
longs to the OBC category,
representing about 45 per

cent of the team. Of the 29
OBC members, three each
are from the Jat and Kurmi
communities, and two each
from the Yadav, Pal, Gurjar,
Shakya, and Lodhi commu-
nities. 13 other OBC sub-
castes have also been
given representation with
one post each for
Kushwaha, Kori, Goswami,
Chaurasia, Lonia-Chauhan,
Teli, Nishad, Bind, Maurya,
Rajbhar, Vishwakarma,
Jaiswal, and Saini. Just like

the Shakya, Lodhi, Kurmi,
and Jat communities. Pooja
Pal and Dhruv Vijay Shakya
have also been included to
ensure representation for
non-Yadav OBCsThe BJP
has also placed special em-
phasis on western Uttar
Pradesh, incorporating Jat
leaders from the region into
the team. Mohit Beniwal, an
IIT Delhi alumnus and
former regional president of
the western region, has
been reappointed as a vice

the last four elections, the president, reinforcing his
BJP is again trying to bring  image as a prominent young AWADH y
non-Yadav OBCs into its Jatleader. Devendra Singh, \ i

fold, including 27 leaders
from non-Yadav backward

and extremely backward
classes in its new team and
accommodating only two
Yadavs. In the previous Lok
Sabha elections, this vote
bank had drifted away from
the BJP and shifted towards

a prominent Jat figure from
Meerut, has also been cho-

sen as the state president
of the Kisan Morcha. The
BJP also handed over the
command of the Western re-
gion to Nawab Singh Nagar,
sending a strong political
signal to the Gurjar commu-
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Lodhi, Dilip Patel, and
Rajesh Chaudhary have
been appointed General
Secretaries, representing

A

Castes (SC) category, the
BJP allocated the highest
number of posts -- four -- to
the Pasi community, while

ening ties with the Dalit
community, seven members
from SC (about 11 per cent)
and one member from

Scheduled Tribes (2 per
cent) have been included in
the team. An opportunity
has also been extended to
the Gond community under
the ST category.

A Message To Brahmins

The BJP, which has re-
cently faced criticism from
Brahmins, has given them a
significant representation in
the new team. The party has
included ten Brahmins, con-
stituting 15 per cent of the
total team - the largest share
for any single community. 28
individuals from the General
category have also been in-
cluded, with Brahmins ac-
counting for the largest share
within this group at about 37
per cent, followed by
Kshatriyas (seven members).
Abhijat Mishra has been ap-
pointed General Secretary,
while Brij Bahadur, Archana
Mishra, Shankar Giri, Ankur
Sharma, Yatendra Sharma,
and Rajni Pandey have also
been given key roles.
Awdhesh Dwivedi has been
appointed as the regional
president for the Awadh re-
gion. Suresh Rana, a promi-
nent Kshatriya figure from the
western region, has been re-
warded with the post of vice
president for his effective
handling of responsibilities

during the Haryana and Ben-
gal assembly elections.
Neeraj Singh, the younger
son of Union Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, has also
secured a place in the team.
Lucknow, Dec 25 (ANI):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi greets during a public
meeting at the inauguration
of Rashtra Prerna Sthal, in
Lucknow on Thursday. Uttar
Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel, Union De-
fence Minister Rajnath
Singh, State CM Yogi
Adityanath, State Deputy
CM Brajesh Pathak, and State
BJP Chief Pankaj Chaudhary,
and others are also present.
(DPR PMO/ANI Photo) The
team also includes four
Bhumihars, two Vaishyas,
and one representative each
from the Kayastha and Tyagi
communities.

Regional Balance

The Awadh region has
secured the largest share in
the new team, with 16 of-
fice-bearers (25 per cent)
selected from the area. This
is followed by the Kashi re-
gion -- Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's parliamen-
tary constituency -- which
has 13 representatives (20
per cent). The BJP has also
made rooms from the other

parts of the state, including
10 members (16 per cent)
from Western UP, nine (14
per cent) from the Braj re-
gion, and eight each (13 per
cent) from the Kanpur and
Gorakhpur regions.

Key Roles For Young-
sters, Women

Among the 64 office-bear-
ers, 29 hold postgraduate
degrees, 25 are graduates,
and four hold PhDs. Indi-
viduals with professional
degrees such as BTech,
LLB, and MBA have also
been entrusted with respon-
sibilities  within the
organisation. Special atten-
tion has also been given to
age demographics as part of
the strategy to empower the
youth. The team comprises
asignificant number of lead-
ers who are aged below 50.
It has two leaders under 35,
eleven under 40, sixteen un-
der 45, and twenty-seven
under 50. Ensuring the par-
ticipation of women, who
constitute half the popula-
tion, a total of twelve women
office-bearers have been
appointed to key positions.
These include four female
vice presidents, one female
general secretary, and seven
women entrusted with the
role of secretary.
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EDITORIAL

Aruthless angle in the
education system

The country will progress only if the youth develops.
But the education system is not making policies that
are in line with the aspirations of the youth of the coun-
try, rather, strict rules are being followed without any
mercy or compassion. The incidents that happened on
Sunday are an example of this. It is known that the
NEET UG exams were re-conducted across the coun-
try on Sunday (June 21). Lakhs of candidates appeared
for the exam with great pressure. But the strict rule of
not being allowed to enter even for a minute late pre-
vented many from taking the exam.

So many lakhs of people had to write this exam again
because of the NEET question paper being leaked and
the failure to maintain confidentiality and prevent ir-
regularities. Students are having to pay the price for
the mistakes of the administration.

The scene of her father beating the administrators of
the Vidisha NEET exam center in Madhya Pradesh
after his daughter was not allowed to enter because
she was late was heartbreaking. Not only this, similar
incidents were witnessed in many parts of the country
on Sunday. Despite the rain and the difficulties stu-
dents faced in identifying their centers, they ignored all
of'this and stopped late students outside the gate.

In some places, candidates were not allowed de-
spite biometric problems. The harsh and ruthless na-
ture of the education system is causing concern to par-
ents. Many students have come to exam centers far
from their hometowns to write the NEET exam again.
Strict admission rules are essential to maintain the cred-
ibility of the exams. However, the education system
should not ignore the extraordinary pressure this is
putting on the youth and their families. Especially for
candidates coming from rural areas, when the exam
centers are in remote areas, families with limited in-
come may not be able to afford the cost of staying
overnight near the exam centers, as well as the lack of
proper transportation facilities, traffic problems and
other difficulties. All these need to be considered.
Moreover, if strict rules are implemented, many stu-
dents will lose out if they are not allowed to enter the
exam hall even for a minute.

About 17 hundred students were absent from
Sunday's exam. Why were they unable to appear? Fi-
nancial difficulties? Any pressure, or dissatisfaction with
the chaotic system of these exams? Why is neither the
NTA nor the Union Education Ministry focusing on
these issues? Many other exams in the country and
around the world are allocating a few minutes of extra
time to enter the respective exam centers. And why is
no such extra time being allocated for the NEET UG
exam. If such an allocation is made, will the question
papers be leaked immediately? If there is such a fear,
then there must be some flaws in the system. Based on
this, we can say how weak our education system is.
The failure to conduct the NEET exam is also having a
serious impact on the mental health of students. The
cancellation of the exam for the first time has had a
huge impact on the mental health of many people. Due
to this, at least 12 students have lost their lives in the
country so far because they could not bear the pres-
sure. Doesn't that mean that the hope

of the respective families has collapsed and drowned
in an ocean of tragedy? When the incompetence of the
administrative system is costing the lives of students,
who is to blame? Who should be punished? More-
over, is it fair to push their future into a void in the
name of regulations by not allowing them to write the
exam? Itis from such chaotic situations that youth agi-
tations like Cockroach Janata are rising.

The protests are continuing with the main demand
for the resignation of Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. However, the Center does not
seem to be swayed. Moreover, when we see Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan attacking
Lok Sabha Opposition Leader Rahul Gandhi for in-
dulging in dirty politics in this matter without speaking
out about NEET irregularities, we are reminded of the
proverb that a fool cannot play and is too lazy to play.
In an interview given to NTTV on Tuesday, he made
serious allegations that Rahul Gandhi organized a pro-
gram in Kota three days before the exam to scare stu-
dents and damage their preparation, and tried to cre-
ate anarchy. The Central Government should know that
students are not in a position to respond to just what
an opposition leader says. There is a need to examine
the failures and take appropriate action against those
responsible. Honesty and transparency should be used
to prevent such injustice in the conduct of exams.
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Pune Fort Murder, And Tllﬂ One

Word That Could've Stonned ItAll

Another arranged marriage.
Another dead spouse. Another
nation pretending to be
shocked. The names change.
The genders change. The
headlines don't. Last month, it
was Twisha Sharma who suc-
cumbed to her marriage. This
month, it's Ketan Agarwal. Be-
fore that, another husband.
Another wife. Another fiance;.
Another family insisting that
"everything seemed normal".

None Of This Is Normal

No. Nothing is normal about
a country where educated
adults find it easier to lie, dis-
appear - or even kill - than utter
one simple sentence: "I don't
want this marriage". All Siya
Goyal had to do was say 'no' to
the wedding. That sentence
should have been enough. In-
stead, she resorted to cold-
blooded murder.

But why?

'No' is a rather unwelcome
word in India. For us, the insti-
tution of marriage is more than
just sacred. We take pride in it
as our tradition, our culture,
even our strength. Families
spend months comparing
biodatas, matching horo-
scopes, discussing salaries,
buying jewellery, booking ban-
quet halls and, nowadays, post-
ing those gawky sanitised
reels. Every logistical detail is
meticulously planned. Every-
thing except the one question
that actually determines
whether a marriage should hap-
pen: Do these two people genu-
inely want to marry each other?
Not "Are they willing?" Not
"Have they agreed?" But, do
they truly want this life to-
gether? Those are very differ-
ent questions. Now none of
this is to say that arranged mar-
riages are inherently bad, or
that cold-blooded killers must

be absolved of their crime sim-
ply because they couldn't
handle family pressure.

But the incidents raise ques-
tions about consent and why
it's treated as secondary in In-
dian marriages. Consent is not
the absence of protest. Con-
sent is not silence. Consent is
not saying 'yes' simply be-
cause disappointing your par-
ents feels impossible. But this
is precisely the kind of grey
area countless marriages in In-
dia operate in. Parents call it
guidance. Children experience
it as an obligation. The emo-
tional pressure is rarely explicit.
It is accumulated over years:
"We've already told the rela-
tives". "The invitations are
printed". "Think about your
father's reputation". "Your
mother has sacrificed every-
thing for you". "People will
laugh at us".

By the time the wedding date
nears, saying "no" is no longer
a choice. Instead, it feels like
detonating a bomb. No wonder
we've gone from a nation prid-
ing itself on "chhat mangni, pat
byah" to "chhat mangni, pat
FIR". It's a shame. So, people
don't say no. They postpone
difficult conversations. They
continue secret relationships.
They convince themselves they'll
"adjust". They hope love will ap-
pear after marriage. They try to
satisfy everyone except them-
selves. Sometimes, they resort to
cold-blooded murder, too.

Violence Is The Headline,
Not The Story

The institution of marriage
then loses its sanctity, dignity
and joy. It's no wonder then that
a lot of these stories end in un-
happy marriages. Abusive mar-
riages. Adulterous marriages.
Loveless marriages. Some end
in divorce. A tiny, horrifying mi-

nority end in violence - like
Ketan's. The violence is the
headline. The absence of con-
sent is the story. That is why
every shocking murder inside a
marriage should force us to ask
an uncomfortable question - not
merely about one individual, but
about the culture surrounding
marriage itself in India. Because
coercion doesn't always look
like force. Sometimes it looks like
emotional blackmail. Sometimes
it looks like guilt. Sometimes it
looks like love wrapped inside
obligation. Somewhere between
kundalis and caterers, we've for-
gotten that marriage is not a
family project. It is the most inti-
mate legal, emotional and finan-
cial partnership two adults will
ever enter. Yet, in many Indian
households, parents function
like CEOs overseeing a corpo-
rate merger. They shortlist can-
didates, negotiate expectations,
fix timelines and manage repu-
tations. Remember, Giribala
Singh? Ya, I know - we rather
not, right?

The Real Decision-Makers

In the arranged marriage sys-

tem, the bride and groom be-
come stakeholders, not deci-
sion-makers. The same families
who claim credit when mar-
riages succeed simply cannot
accept scrutiny or censure
when the culture they create
makes rejecting a proposal, or
declaring a partner of choice,
feel impossible. Every parent
planning a wedding should ask
their child one question in com-
plete privacy - with no relatives,
no pressure and no emotional
consequences attached: If you
say no today, will you still feel
loved tomorrow? If the answer
is uncertain, that isn't consent.
That is compliance. And com-
pliance is a dangerous founda-
tion for marriage. We also need
to stop treating background
verification as optional. Fami-
lies spend lakhs on d&#233;cor
but hesitate to spend a fraction
of that understanding who their
future son- or daughter-in-law
really is. Professional back-
ground checks should become
as routine as matching horo-
scopes. More importantly, we
should normalise couples

spending meaningful time to-
gether before marriage. Dating
for a few years. Even living in,
if possible. Compatibility can-
not be discovered over six su-
pervised coffee meetings while
anxious parents wait outside.
Marriage isn't a wedding. It's a
Tuesday - with its unpaid bills,
sick parents, crying children,
burnt rotis, broken fridges ...
and extraordinary exhaustion.
Those realities cannot be as-
sessed through biodatas.
Coercion vs Consent
Ultimately, the problem re-
ally isn't the marriage itself.
The problem is coercion. The
moment "yes" becomes the
only acceptable answer, an ar-
ranged marriage stops being
arranged. It becomes a forced
marriage. This distinction mat-
ters because forced marriage
is not defined by physical
force alone. It is defined by the
absence of free and informed
consent. Until we recognise
that emotional coercion can be
just as powerful as physical
coercion, we'll continue mis-
taking compliance for choice.

This is a bewzlderlng
'peace process’, as was the
war that continues to dribble
on. The main combatants are
not at the table, and the
basic requirements for
ending the war are not even
being mentioned. Critical
issues include a dependable
guarantee of no attack on
Iran, tied, in turn, to ending
all attacks on and by Israel,
and a verifiable end to
terrorist activity against Tel
Aviv. Meanwhile, the process
is being constantly eroded
with US President Donald
Trump threatening more
attacks even as Israel turns
its back on the tenuous deal
that has been reached. As the
world's oil reserves reach a
precipitous edge,

it is vital for everyone that
the war ends, and for good,
and not continues in fits and
starts. That needs a wider
engagement.

First, Iran has suffered
attacks for a year now, with
these going on alongside
negotiations. The latest
threats from Trump included
not just to take over the
Strait of Hormuz but also,
seemingly, kidnapping or
assassination of the delega-
tion that came to the meeting
called in Switzerland. The
Iranians then walked out of
the meeting, returning later
to hammer out a temporary
way forward with the
Pakistanis and the Qataris.
While the "Memorandum of
Understanding" does declare
an "immediate and perma-
nent termination of military
operations on all front", this
now has little meaning given
the daily threats and
counter-threats. A complete
ceasefire, therefore, has to
first guarantee a period of
absolute safety to Iran,

extending this to an absolute
end once a final agreement is
signed.

A credible guarantee has
to be multinational, backed
with troops on the ground,
primarily from countries who
matter to US trade and
security. That means Europe
and a few others. Notwith-
standing the sidelining of the
United Nations, it is still the
only body that can provide a
mandate. The problem is that
the world body will be
expected to monitor a
Security Council member.
That's not as impossible as it
sounds. It has been done
before, not far from Hormuz,
and, oddly, in an almost
identical situation. The Suez
Crisis occurred during
Egypt's nationalisation of
the canal, which led to
attacks by the UK, France
and Israel. That, in turn, led
to the first peacekeeping
mission ever, with President
Eisenhower using all levers
to end the war and press
European countries. This
time, the 'levers' have to be
the other way around,
primarily with UN troops on
the ground as a guarantee of
safety. That requires Euro-
pean unity and a rare
determination to stand up to
the US. Both things are
possible as the Eurozone
limps toward stagflation
fears.

Then is the second vital
aspect. Israel has conve-
niently distanced itself
entirely from the MoU and
continued its bombings on
Lebanon, leading to US Vice
President JD Vance making a
rare open criticism of Tel
Aviv, pointing out, "You can't
Just kill your way out of
solving every single national
security problem that you

have." The irony is that a
large list of US companies
are intermeshed in the Israeli
defence industry. Raytheon,
now called RTX, is involved
in the famed Iron Dome and
David's Sling, and Israel
recently announced plans to
double its fleet of Lockheed
Martin's F-35s. It is entirely
possible for the US to limit
giving, for instance, spare
parts to Israel to bring it to
halt its attacks, at least over
a short haul. In addition,
Israel depends heavily on
refined oil from Russia, while
crude is sourced via the
Caspian Sea. Any or all of
these countries could choose
to restrict oil passage if
Israel tries to fire its way out
of a peace deal.

Finally, an MoU that
doesn't ensure Israel's right
to live peacefully is pointless.
That means that myriad
groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas have to be effectively
dealt with. An international
counter-terrorism alliance
made up of those who have
been lived with terrorism for
years, to include Australia,
India, France, Russia, and

perhaps even China, as a
'minder’ for its client state
Pakistan, could launch a
'Five eyes' of their own. This
would give heft to a
Stabilisation Force made up
primarily of West Asian
countries and form the basis
of an expanded Abraham
Accord, to ensure that each
works on the ground with the
other. That might even get to
the point where these
countries actually get what
was till now a chimera of
sorts, where connectivity and
integration comes into play.
In fact a Board of Peace++,
but without President Trump
as Chairman.

All of this is possible. The
trouble is the huge profits
from war. Trump plans an
unprecedented $1.5 trillion
increase in military expendi-
ture, even as much of Europe
follows suit. Wars always
require replenishment of
expended stocks and bolster
arguments for more technol-
ogy. Unsurprisingly, defence
companies' stocks have gone
through the roof. Then are
European gas and oil
companies, which have

doubled their profits, as also
US and European banks,
which reported $47.7
billion in profits in just the
first three months of the year.
In short, business circles
that power politics have no
great interest in ending
wars. But push will come to
shove only when these
leaders see their political
fortunes plummet - as Trump
did in a recent poll and as
the UK sees its seventh
Prime Minister in ten years.
European leaders, barring
Italy's Meloni, have all
experienced a sharp drop in
popularity, primarily due to
economic and geopolitical
anxiety. For Delhi, this
might be the time to cash in
on its multi-alignment
framework, emerging as a
trusted partner to all sides,
and chalk out a deal that
effectively delivers a
sustainable peace, given
that the need to end the war
is only getting more urgent.
An add-on not to be brushed
aside is that doing this will
bring the focus back to
terrorism and give India a
place at the high table.
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Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar Leads Anti-Drug

Awareness Programme in Ha

New Delhi: The Nasha

Mukt Bharat Saptah, ob-
served from 17 June to 26
June 2026, witnessed the
participation of more than
1.31 crore citizens through
a series of awareness gen-
eration and community
mobilisation activities in-
cluding Nasha Mukti Mitra
registration drives, semi-
nars and webinars, training
and awareness programmes
for children and youth,
street plays (Nukkad
Nataks), skits, slogan-writ-
ing competitions, e-
pledges, rallies, yoga ses-
sions, signature campaigns,
essay-writing competitions,
painting competitions, and
several other community

engagement initiatives. The
Saptah was organised to
commemorate the Interna-
tional Day against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking
and culminated in a Na-
tional Awareness
Programme held at Dev
Sanskriti Vishwavidyalaya
(DSVV), Haridwar,
Uttarakhand, on 26 June
2026. This programme was
graced by Dr. Virendra
Kumar, Hon'ble Union Min-
ister for Social Justice and
Empowerment, and Dr.
Chinmay Pandya, Pro Vice-
Chancellor, Dev Sanskriti
Vishwavidyalaya, along
with other distinguished
dignitaries. As part of the
event, a Nasha Mukt Rally

was organised under the
leadership of Dr. Virendra
Kumar, with the participa-
tion of about 4,000 citizens,
demonstrating widespread
public support for the na-
tional movement against
substance abuse. On the
occasion, the Hon'ble
Union Minister adminis-
tered the Pledge Against
Drug Abuse and the Age-
ing with Dignity Pledge, re-
affirming the Government's
commitment towards build-
ing a drug-free and inclu-
sive society.

The programme wit-
nessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from thousands of
people, both online and
offline, from students,
youth, volunteers from vari-
ous spiritual organisations,
representatives of the Gov-
ernment of Uttarakhand,
and other local stakehold-
ers. Representatives from
States and Union Territo-
ries, line Ministries and De-
partments, Grant-in-Aid in-
stitutions, Addiction Treat-
ment Facilities, and other
stakeholders from across
the country also joined the
programme, reiterating their
collective commitment to-
wards building a Nasha
Mukt Bharat. A key high-
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light of the programme was
the signing of Memoran-
dums of Understanding
(MoUs) between the De-
partment of Social Justice
and Empowerment and the
All World Gayatri Pariwar
under the Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA)
and the Atal Vayo
Abhyuday Yojana
(AVYAY). The MoUs aim to
strengthen collaboration in
the areas of awareness
generation, community
mobilisation, drug demand
reduction, and the promo-
tion of the welfare of senior
citizens through the mes-
sage of Ageing with Dignity
across the country. During
the programme, the efforts
of States and Union Terri-
tories, Districts, Line Min-
istries and Departments,
and Grant-in-Aid Institu-
tions in advancing the ob-
jectives of NMBA were ac-
knowledged and appreci-
ated. The programme also
recognised the outstanding
contributions of Nasha
Mukti Mitras for their exem-
plary efforts in promoting
awareness and mobilising

ridwar

communities against sub-
stance abuse. Winners of
various competitions
organised by State Govern-
ments under NMBA, along
with outstanding-perform-
ing stakeholders, were fe-
licitated for their signifi-
cant contributions towards
promoting a drug-free so-
ciety. The successful ob-
servance of the Nasha
Mukt Bharat Saptah 2026
and the International Day
against Drug Abuse and
[licit Trafficking reaffirmed
the Government of India's
unwavering commitment
towards creating a drug-
free society through a
whole-of-government and
whole-of-society ap-
proach. The Department of
Social Justice and Empow-
erment calls upon all citi-
zens, institutions, youth
organisations, educational
institutions, and commu-
nity stakeholders to con-
tinue joining hands in this
national movement and
contribute towards
realising the vision of
"Nasha Mukt Bharat,
Khushhaal Bharat."

Gentre's Tighte

Thiruvananthapuram:
The tightening of the For-
eign Contribution (Regula-
tion) Act (FCRA) rules by
the Union Government has
triggered concern from the
Malankara Orthodox Syrian
Church in Kerala, with a se-
nior bishop questioning the
lack of consultation with
churches and warning that
stringent penalties could
discourage charitable work.
Yuhanon Mar Diascoros,
Metropolitan of the
Church's Kottayam Dio-
cese, said the Centre had
earlier assured religious
groups that major decisions
would be taken only after
consultations. "I have ab-
solutely no knowledge of
anyone consulting our Or-
thodox Church," he said.
The Metropolitan clarified
that the Church has no ob-
jection to scrutiny of its fi-
nances. "Our accounts
were ready yesterday, they
are ready today, and they
will be ready tomorrow," he
said, adding that all ac-
counts are regularly audited
and submitted to the au-
thorities. However, he ques-
tioned the revised penalty

provisions under the
amended rules. "We are
humans and small mistakes
can happen. Such errors
should be corrected and
organisations allowed to
move forward. Imposing
massive fines even for mi-
nor lapses is something we
cannot accept," he said. In
a sharp remark, the bishop
said the new provisions
could be seen as "another
way of telling churches and
communities that they no
longer need to carry out
charitable work and should
simply remain quiet." The
Union Home Ministry re-
cently amended the FCRA
rules, increasing penalties
for several violations. Un-
der the revised provisions,
organisations spending be-
yond the permitted 20 per
cent limit on administrative
expenses could face a pen-
alty of Rs 1 lakh or five per
cent of the excess expendi-
ture, whichever is higher.
Chief Minister V.D.
Satheesan also attacked
the Centre over the
amended FCRA rules in a
post on X, calling the uni-
lateral changes "highly de-

plorable". He said the
amendments threatened
the functioning of volun-
tary organisations across
the country and could se-
verely impact educational
and social service institu-
tions, particularly those
working in tribal regions of
North India and the North-
East. Satheesan further al-
leged that the move raised
serious concerns about
whether it was part of a
broader attempt by the
RSS-Sangh Parivar to tar-
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get minority communities.
He demanded that the
Centre immediately with-
draw the amended provi-
sions and asked the BJP's
Kerala leadership and
Union Ministers from the
state to clarify their stand.
Responding to the criti-
cism, Kerala BJP president
Rajeev Chandrasekhar
sought to reassure reli-
gious organisations, say-
ing there was no reason
for any institution receiv-
ing foreign contributions

to fear the amended rules.

He said the regulations
were intended to ensure
transparency and ac-
countability, and applied
uniformly to all
organisations registered
under the FCRA, irrespec-
tive of religion. Rajeev
Chandrasekhar also of-
fered to facilitate a meet-
ing between church repre-
sentatives and the Union
Home Ministry to address
any concerns and clarify
the new provisions.

Names Of 6 Soldiers Killed In Action During
Operation Sindoor Released For 1st Time

Five Indian Army
personnel and one be-
longing to the Air Force
were among six killed in
line of action during
Operation Sindoor -
India's military response
to the Pahalgam mas-
sacre, against Pakistan
in May last year. This is
the first time since the
operation that the gov-
ernment has released
the names of the six
military personnel. The
names of these soldiers
will be inscribed at the
National War Memorial
in the national Capital.

Subedar Major Pawan
Kumar, Rifleman Sunil
Kumar, Lance Naik
Dinesh Kumar, Agniveer
Murali Naik, Havildar
Sunil Kumar Singh, and
Indian Air Force Ser-
geant Surendra Kumar
were among those killed
in the line of duty. Ex-
clusive: Indian Air Force
Officers Recount "Once
In A Lifetime" Op
Sindoor Mission The
names of these heroes
of Operation Sindoor
were released along-
side the list of all sol-
diers who made the su-

preme sacrifice during
various military opera-
tions in 2025. The "Tyag
Chakra' (Circle of Sac-
rifice) at the National
War Memorial is dedi-
cated to the nation's
bravehearts. It com-
prises 16 circular gran-
ite walls; the name,
rank, and unit of every
soldier who made the
supreme sacrifice for
the country after Inde-
pendence are inscribed
on the bricks of these
walls. Now, these six
heroes from Operation
Sindoor will also be-

come a permanent part
of this memorial. India
launched strikes on May
7 last year, targeting
what it described as
terrorist camps in Paki-
stan and Pakistan-Oc-
cupied Kashmir in retali-
ation for the terror at-
tack in Jammu and
Kashmir's Pahalgam
that claimed 26 lives.
Read | Dominated Es-
calation Matrix On All 4
Days: Defence Chief
On Op Sindoor Pakistan
retaliated immediately,
triggering aerial en-
gagements, drone at-

tacks and heavy shell-
ing across the border.
The military operation,
named "Operation
Sindoor", carried deep
symbolic messaging.
The word "Sindoor" re-
fers to the red vermil-
lion traditionally worn by
married Hindu women
and was chosen to sig-
nify vengeance for the
widowing of women
whose husbands were
killed in the terror at-
tack. The conflict be-
tween the two coun-
tries, which lasted four
days, ended on May 10.

Indian Embassy in Iceland and APEDA Organise
First-Ever Indian Mango Promotion Events in Iceland

New Delhi: The Em-
bassy of India in Reykjavik,
in collaboration with the
Agricultural and Pro-
cessed Food Products Ex-
port Development Author-
ity (APEDA), organised
Indian Mango Promotion
Events on 24 June 2026 in
Reykjavik, the capital of
Iceland, and on 25 June
2026 in Akureyri, North Ice-
land, showcasing the rich
diversity and export poten-
tial of Indian mangoes.
These were the first-ever
Indian mango promotion
events held in Iceland.
Ambassador R. Ravindra
highlighted the unique
qualities of India's world-
renowned mango varieties
and underscored the sig-
nificant opportunities for
expanding Indian mango
exports to Iceland.

Director of Trade Agree-
ments at the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs of Iceland,
Mr. Sveinn K. Einarsson,
spoke about the opportu-
nities presented by the In-
dia—EFTA Trade and Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (TEPA) and its poten-
tial to facilitate greater im-

ports of Indian mangoes
into Iceland. Secretary
General of the Icelandic
Federation of Trade, Mr.
Olafur Stephensen, noted
the growing interest
among Icelandic busi-
nesses in India and high-
lighted the promising pros-
pects for increasing im-
ports of Indian agricultural
products, particularly
mangoes.Second Secre-
tary, Ms. Anisha Tomar,
delivered a presentation on
India's mango production,
highlighting the country's
position as the world's larg-
est producer of mangoes.
She also outlined the Gov-
ernment of India's initia-
tives to promote mango
exports through quality
assurance, market access
and international promo-
tion. The events witnessed
an excellent turnout, bring-
ing together importers,
members of the diplomatic
corps, representatives of
Icelandic businesses and
officials from the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs of Ice-
land. Guests were served
four premium Indian mango
varieties—Dasheri,

Chausa, Langra and
Kesar—which were widely
appreciated for their excep-
tional flavour, aroma and
quality. The events pro-
vided a valuable platform
for strengthening commer-
cial linkages, promoting
Indian agricultural exports
and further deepening the
growing economic partner-
ship between India and Ice-
land. Iceland currently im-
ports mangoes primarily
from Thailand, Brazil, Cam-
bodia, Ghana and Peru.
These mangoes have es-
tablished a presence in the
Icelandic market due to the
limited availability of alter-
native suppliers. Iceland
imported mangoes worth
around USD 3.3 million in
2025, of which approxi-
mately USD 1 million worth
was imported from Thailand
alone. During the Mission's
interactions with local con-
sumers, it emerged that Ice-
landers are fond of man-
goes and particularly enjoy
them in smoothies, desserts
and fruit salads, indicating
promising potential for In-
dian mangoes in the Icelan-
dic market.

Airbag Goes Off In Parked Car,

A routine inspection of a
second-hand car ended in
an accident in Mumbai
when a 25-year-old car
dealer died after the steer-

ing wheel airbag of a
parked vehicle allegedly
deployed unexpectedly and
struck him in the neck. The
victim, identified as Mohit
Suresh Soni, was reportedly
inspecting a Honda car
Wednesday afternoon be-
fore accepting it for sale to
a third party. According to
police, Soni had stopped
the vehicle by the roadside
to examine it when the steer-
ing wheel airbag suddenly
deployed. The airbag's
plastic cover allegedly flew
off with tremendous force
and struck the right side of
his neck, causing a griev-
ous injury and severe
haemorrhaging. Passers-by
later alerted the police, who

Kills 25-Year-Old Man In Mumbai

rushed Soni to Pandit
Bhimsen Joshi Government
Hospital in Bhayandar.
Doctors examined him and
declared him dead before
admission. Police have reg-
istered an Accidental Death
Report (ADR), and an in-
vestigation is underway to
determine what triggered
the deployment of the
airbag in the stationary ve-
hicle. Initial inspection of
the Honda car reportedly
found no signs of an exter-
nal collision. Police sources
said the 15-year-old vehicle
possessed a valid fitness
certificate. A forensic team
visited the spot and col-
lected blood samples from
inside the vehicle. The Re-
gional Transport Office
(RTO) has also been asked
to examine the car's me-
chanical and electrical sys-
tems to determine whether

any technical fault or mal-
function led to the incident.
Investigators are also trac-
ing the vehicle's previous
owner to ascertain whether
it had exhibited similar is-
sues in the past. Soni's fam-
ily has sought a detailed
probe into the circum-
stances surrounding his
death. Airbags are designed
to inflate within milliseconds
during a collision to protect
vehicle occupants. How-
ever, experts note that an
unexpected deployment or
malfunction can result in
serious injuries because of
the force with which the
airbag and its components
deploy. Police are awaiting
the forensic and technical
examination reports to es-
tablish the exact sequence
of events that led to the fa-
tal accident.

Man Cheats Bengaluru Car Dealer Of
Rs 25 Lakh With Fake Gold, Arrested

A man has been arrested
for allegedly cheating a
Bengaluru car dealer of Rs
25 lakh by selling fake gold
bars, with police recovering
Rs 19.93 lakh in cash from
his possession, police said.
According to police, the
victim, a resident of
Vijayanagar, filed a com-
plaint at Tilaknagar Police
Station on May 22. He al-
leged that two acquaintan-
ces claimed they had dis-
covered around 1.5 kg gold
while drilling a borewell on
agricultural land in
Harapanahalli and offered
to sell it below market
price," police said. To gain
his confidence, they sent
photographs of gold-like
bars on WhatsApp and
later showed him a 2-gram
gold sample at a hotel in
Tilaknagar, police added.
After the sample was tested
and found to be genuine,
the complainant first paid
Rs 2 lakh in cash and later
handed over the remaining
Rs 23 lakh. In return, he re-
ceived around 1.5 kg gold-

like bars. However, when he
got the bars tested at a
jewellery shop, he discov-
ered they were fake. Based
on the complaint,
Tilaknagar Police registered
a cheating case and
launched an investigation.
Acting on a tip-off, police
arrested one accused near
a dhaba on NH-48 in
Chitradurga on June 17 and

recovered Rs 19.93 lakh in
cash. During interrogation,
the accused allegedly con-
fessed to his role in the
fraud. The accused was
produced before a court on
June 18 and remanded to
judicial custody. Police are
continuing efforts to trace
the remaining accused with
further investigation under-
way.

Japan PM Sanae Takaichi
To Visit India From July 1 to

3 For Annual Summit

New Delhi: Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi will under-
take a three-day visit to India next week to explore ways to expand
bilateral ties in a range of areas, including trade, investment and
defence. Atthe invitation of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Takaichi
will be undertaking an official visitto New Delhi from July 1 to 3 for
the 16th India-Japan annual summit, the Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) said on Friday. "The Summit will provide an opportu-
nity for both sides to review and strengthen the full spectrum of
bilateral cooperation as well as exchange views on regional and
global issues of mutual interest," it said. It would be the first official
visit of PM Takaichi to India. This visit follows PM Modi's visit to
Tokyo in August 2025 for the 15th India-Japan annual summit and
reflects the shared commitment of the two countries to further
enhance India-Japan Special Strategic and Global partnership, the

MEA said in a statement.
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India's 1st Hydrogen Train Gets Approval.
Here Is What Makes It Special

Indian Railways has ap-
proved the operation of its
first hydrogen fuel cell-
powered train, marking a
significant step towards
cleaner and greener rail
travel in the country. The
train will run on the Jind-
Sonipat section of the
Northern Railway in
Haryana and is being de-
scribed as the world's long-
est and most powerful hy-
drogen train on a broad-
gauge network. With this
move, India joins a small

group of countries, includ-
ing Germany, Japan, China
and the United States, that
are actively working on hy-
drogen-powered rail sys-
tems.

Key Features Of The Hy-
drogen Train

The train will have ten
coaches and will be pow-
ered by a 1,200 kW hydro-
gen fuel cell propulsion
system. It will run at a com-
mercial speed of up to 75
km/h, though trial runs will
be conducted at speeds of

up to 120 km/h.

The train set features two
Driving Power Cars, each
producing 1,200 kW, bring-
ing the total power output
t0 2,400 kW. The remaining
eight coaches will carry pas-
sengers. Dedicated spaces
within the train have been
set aside to house hydro-
gen storage cylinders, fuel
cell systems, batteries and
control systems.On a single
refuelling, the train can
cover approximately 250
km.

How Hydrogen Fuel Cell
Technology Works

Hydrogen fuel cell tech-
nology generates electricity
through a chemical reaction
involving hydrogen. The
only by-products are water
vapour and heat, which
means the train produces
zero harmful emissions.
This makes it a far cleaner
option compared to trains
that run on diesel or other
fossil fuels. In simple terms,
the train acts as a self-con-
tained power generator that
makes its own electricity as
it moves.

How Hydrogen Is Stored
Safely

Safety has been a key
consideration in the design.
Around 27 hydrogen cylin-
ders have been installed at
the front of the train and
another 27 at the rear. A fully
indigenous hydrogen stor-
age and refuelling facility
has been built at Jind spe-
cifically for this train. The
Petroleum and Explosives
Safety Organisation (PESO)
has granted all necessary
licences for the storage and

supply of compressed hy-
drogen gas at this site. A
hydrogen compression
system, a standby compres-
sor unit and essential spare
parts are also in place to
keep operations running
without interruption. Ad-
vanced safety sensors, in-
cluding hydrogen leak de-
tectors and flame detectors,
have been installed across
the production, storage
and refuelling facility and
will be inspected and
cleaned regularly.

Built Entirely In India

The train has been de-
signed and developed en-
tirely within the country
under the government's
Atmanirbhar Bharat, or Self-
Reliant India, initiative. The
Research Designs and
Standards Organisation in
Lucknow handled the de-
sign, while the Integral
Coach Factory in Chennai
was responsible for manu-
facturing.

Why This Route Was
Chosen

The Jind-Sonipat section
in Haryana has been se-

lected as the pilot route. In-
dian Railways has electrified
roughly 99.2 per cent of its
broad-gauge network as of
November 2025, one of the
largest electrified rail sys-
tems in the world. Because
of this, hydrogen trains are
not intended to replace the
existing electric network.
Instead, they are being po-
sitioned for routes where
laying conventional over-
head electric lines is diffi-
cult or not possible due to
geographical challenges, as
well as heritage routes.
‘What It Means for India
The project, referred to as
Namo Green Rail, is being
seen as a demonstration of
Indian Railways' ability to
develop next-generation
technology at home. While
hydrogen rail is still at an
early stage globally, with
very few countries currently
running or testing such
systems, India's entry into
this space signals a broader
push towards sustainable
and pollution-free public
transport for the future.

Al Won't Trigger 'Job Apocalypse’, May
Create Uneven Disruption: Report

New Delhi: Despite rapid
advances in artificial intelli-
gence (Al) and growing
concerns over mass job
losses, a new Goldman
Sachs report argues that
fears of an imminent "Al job
apocalypse" are over-
stated, although the tech-
nology is expected to sig-
nificantly reshape labour
markets over the coming
decade The report, titled An
Al Job Apocalypse, brings
together views from econo-
mists and Al experts, who
broadly agree that while Al
will displace workers, it is
also likely to create new
employment opportunities
over time. Joseph Briggs,
Senior Global Economist at
Goldman Sachs, estimates
that more than 9 per cent of
the labour force, or around
15 million workers in the
United States, could be dis-
placed during a 10-year Al
transition. However, he be-
lieves the disruption will be
temporary. "Despite our ex-
pectation that Al-related
job losses will lead to a

meaningful amount of
labour displacement, we
continue to expect that
labour market headwinds
will be temporary. Key to
this view is our expectation
that over the long run Al will
create many new jobs even
as it destroys existing
ones," Briggs said.

Daron Acemoglu, Insti-
tute Professor at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) and
Nobel laureate in Econom-
ics, expects Al to have only
a modest net negative im-
pact on employment over
the next five years. He cau-
tioned, however, that the
longer-term outcome will
depend on whether compa-
nies use Al to complement
workers rather than replace
them. "Al is more likely to
replace than augment jobs
in the near term... So, I ex-
pect a net negative impact
on the number of jobs in
coming years. But the scale
of job losses won't be any-
where close to the very
large layoffs some are pre-

dicting," Acemoglu said. He
added that if Al investment
continues to focus prima-
rily on labour replacement,
job losses could become
more pronounced over the
next decade. Neil Thomp-
son, Director of the
FutureTech research project
at MIT's Computer Science
and Artificial Intelligence
Laboratory, said Al's tech-
nical capability alone does
not guarantee widespread
job losses. "The impact Al
ultimately has on the labour
market may not be nearly as
large as its impressive ca-
pabilities suggest," Thomp-
son said, noting that reli-
ability, access to data, costs
and practical deployment
remain major constraints on
adoption. Describing Al's
likely impact, Thompson
said the technology should
be viewed as "arising tide"
rather than "a crashing
wave", allowing businesses
and workers time to adapt.
The report also finds that
Al's effects are currently
uneven across occupa-

tions. Goldman Sachs
economist Elsie Peng said
Al is both replacing work-
ers in some occupations
while increasing productiv-
ity in others. "In practice,
we find that Al augmenta-
tion has created jobs, but
not enough to fully offset
the job losses from Al sub-
stitution, resulting in a small
net drag on the labour mar-
ket," Peng said. The report
notes that younger and
less-experienced workers

could face greater near-term
challenges, particularly in
Al-exposed white-collar
professions. However,
Goldman Sachs econo-
mists Jessica Rindels and
Pierfrancesco Mei say
there is little evidence so
far that AI has signifi-
cantly harmed the employ-
ment prospects of recent
college graduates, al-
though they remain more
exposed to future disrup-
tion than many other

workers. Overall, the re-
port notes that while Al
is expected to transform
workplaces and accelerate
productivity growth, his-
torical experience sug-
gests that labour markets
are likely to adjust
through the creation of
new occupations, pro-
vided technological
progress is accompanied
by investment in human
skills and complementary
job creation.

'Where Do We Go Rs' 310 Families

Streets After Yamuna Bazar Demo

New Delhi: For families

who have lived along the
Yamuna's ghats for five or
six generations, the demoli-
tion of the Yamuna Bazar
colony in Delhi has done far
more than take away their
homes. In a matter of days,
it has torn apart everything
they knew, their work, their
community and their way of
life. Around 310 families are
now homeless after the
Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) carried out a

demolition drive in the
Yamuna Bazar area. The
DDA had classified the
settlement as an'O-Zone', a
floodplain area along the
Yamuna that is protected
from construction and man-
aged by the authority. The
drive was carried out fol-
lowing directions from the
National Green Tribunal. A
notice dated June 23 had
said, "The residents of
Yamuna Bazaar Ghat No 2
to 32 are informed that as

per the directions given by
the National Green Tribunal
to the Delhi Development
Authority, the floodplain area
of River Yamuna falling un-
der the jurisdiction of DDA
is to be freed from all types
of encroachments." But for
those now sleeping under
open skies, the legal reason-
ing offers little comfort.

Generations Tied To The
Ghats

Most of the displaced fami-
lies are priests, boatmen and

barbers, with some making
flower garlands for wor-
shippers. Many came
originally from Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, and several
are now in their fifth or
sixth generation at these
ghats. Their work was not
something they could sim-
ply pick up and move. It
was rooted in the Jajmani
system, a centuries-old ar-
rangement in which ser-
vice providers and the
families they served were
bound to one another
across generations at a
specific place. Gauri
Shankar, a resident of Ghat
No. 24, said his family had
been performing priestly
duties at this site since the
British era. He fears the
ghats will now go quiet,
with no priests, boatmen
or barbers left for those
who come to carry out
their rituals.

'We Built This Home
With Our Own Hands'

Many residents say the
pain is not only about los-
ing their homes, but about
how it was done. They say

they were not given enough
time to collect their belong-
ings before the demolition
began. Manish, from the
barber community, told
NDTV, "We won't go
around begging, Sir. We
have been living here since
2005, and we built this home
with immense hard work,
only to see it destroyed to-
day. What a government
this is, it takes someone liv-
ing in a home and leaves
them out on the street in a
matter of days." Ganesh
Pandit, who grew up on the
ghats, described what the
place meant to him and to
the pilgrims who came from
far away. "I lived on these
very ghats from childhood
through adulthood. My en-
tire education took place
here. People come from
Haryana and far-flung
places, and we are the ones
who have recorded their an-
cestors' names generation
after generation. Today, we
have been evicted. We are
permitted only to perform
rituals. Where are we sup-
posed to find a rented home

eft On
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now?" he told NDTV.
Among those most visibly
affected are the elderly resi-
dents, some in their seven-
ties and eighties, who spent
their whole lives at these
ghats. Liladhar and Prabhu
Dayal were seen loading the
little they had left onto rick-
shaws, with no clear answer
to where they would go next.
No alternative housing or re-
habilitation has been ar-
ranged for any of the dis-
placed families, including
the elderly and young chil-
dren, who are now out in the
open as summer heat and
rain bear down on the city.

A 1905 Document, Still
No Protection

Rajrani, a 66-year-old
woman living in a local
temple, said she held docu-
ments dating back to 1905,
yet was still left without shel-
ter. She added that the admin-
istration had told people not to
offer refuge to those who had
been evicted. Even so, on the
occasion of Nirjala Ekadashi,
she fed hungry and thirsty chil-
dren and families, saying it was
simply the right thing to do.

Family Rejects Wiy
Theory' As Motive For
Ketan Agarwal's Killing

Pune:father of Ketan
Agarwal, who was alleg-
edly pushed to his death
from a cliff at Lohagad Fort
near Pune June 18, has re-
jected claims that his son's
use of a hair wig provided
the motive for the killing.
Vishal Agarwal said the
matter of his son's minor
hair loss had been openly
discussed with Siya Goyal
and her family long before
the engagement. "Ketan
had a small patch of hair
loss due to medical reasons,
but this was clearly commu-
nicated well before the mar-
riage was finalised," Vishal
Agarwal said. "If she had
any issues, she could have
just said no," he added. "It
would have been very easy
for Siya to simply call off
the wedding if that was an
issue for her." Ketan
Agarwal, 25, a director and
chief marketing officer in his
family's real estate busi-
ness, Success Group, died
after falling from the fort.
Police now say the death
was not an accident but the
result of a conspiracy in-
volving his fiancee Siya, 20,
and her 22-year-old lover
Chetan Chaudhary.

Police Probe

The case was initially
registered as an accidental
death after Siya told the
family that Ketan had
slipped while trekking. Fur-
ther scrutiny began after
police reviewed CCTV foot-
age from the fort's ticket
counter. The police noticed
aman in a hoodie and shorts
walking a few metres be-
hind the couple. The tem-
perature that day was
around 33 degrees Celsius.
In one segment of footage,
Siya was seen looking back
as the man in the hoodie sat
down suddenly. Police later
identified the man as
Chetan. According to the
police, Siya had repeatedly
suggested  visits  to
Lohagad Fort in the weeks
before the incident. On May
31, she took Ketan there.
She insisted on another
visit on June 4, which his
mother prevented. On June
14 she allegedly attempted
to push him from the cliff,
but he grabbed a bush.
When he questioned her,
she claimed there had been

a snake. Police say the pair
planned to kill Ketan before
a scheduled pre-wedding
photoshoot in Bali. That trip
was cancelled after Ketan's
passport went missing.
Analysis of call records
showed thousands of calls
between Siya and Chetan,
including conversations
lasting several hours. Po-
lice arrested both on
charges of murder and crimi-
nal conspiracy. During in-
terrogation, Chetan report-
edly told officers that Siya
did not want to call off the
engagement and elope, fear-
ing it would bring disre-
spect to her family.

Siya Goyal's Family Re-
sponse

Siya's mother has said her
daughter was reluctant to
visit Lohagad Fort on the
day of the incident. She
claimed that on the evening
of June 17, during a video
call, Ketan and his mother
had persuaded Siya to go,
despite her mentioning a
function the next day and
her wish to rest. Siya's fa-
ther dismissed reports of
extravagant wedding
spending. He confirmed the
wedding was planned for
Udaipur in November and
that the family had booked
70 rooms at a hotel charg-
ing around Rs 81,000 per
couple per day. The total
expenditure, he said, would
not have exceeded Rs 3
crore.

Political Reaction

Mabharashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis
met Vishal Agarwal in Pune
on Friday. He assured the
family that those respon-
sible would face strict pun-
ishment. The government
has agreed to hold the trial
in a fast-track court and has
appointed senior lawyer
Ujjwal Nikam as special
public prosecutor. "We
need to reflect on why edu-
cated young men and
women from good families
develop such criminal in-
tent and desire for re-
venge," Fadnavis said.
"This is not merely a crimi-
nal issue, it also has a so-
cial angle. Society must cre-
ate a strong support system
to ensure such vengeful
thinking does not develop
among young people."

Cops Throw Dummy Off
Fort To Recreate Murder,
Establish Siya Goyal's Role

Pune: human-sized
dummy was thrown 400
feet down the gorge,
where Ketan Agarwal
plunged to his death on
June 18. The authorities
conducted the exercise
on Friday to simulate the
trajectory of the fatal
fall, aiming to ascertain
whether his fiancee,
Siya Goyal, physically
pushed the wealthy
businessman from the
Lohargarh Fort, or if her
lover, Chetan
Chaudhary, committed
the crime at her prompt-
ing. The Pune police
executed a physical
recreation of the crime
scene at the Lohagarh
Fort. Agarwal and
Goyal, both from rich
Maharashtra families,
were engaged in
February. The woman,
however, was in a
relationship with another
man, Chetan Chaudhary.
According to the police,
the couple construed the

26-year-old victim as an
impediment and alleg-
edly killed him by
throwing him from the
fort. She attempted to
pass the crime off as an
accident; however, a
police probe revealed
the murder. The police
today went to the same
spot and threw the
dummy down to analyse
the trajectory and
impact, providing critical
data for the probe. The
development follows an
intense 48-hour opera-
tion where forensic teams
meticulously combed the
area and secured vital
physical evidence.
Through this simulation,
authorities have pinned
down the precise spot
from where the victim,
Ketan, was thrown down.
The recreation was
specifically designed to
unpack the exact se-
quence of events involving
the accused, Chetan and
Siya.
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Wheat MSP Scam In Madhya Pradesh Detected, No “0me’ [[)) Safg[v: How Exposed Are

Records Fudged To Pocket Crores

N AR

s N

Bhopal; A major wheat
procurement scam has al-

legedly surfaced in
Madhya Pradesh, exposing
how fraudsters may have
exploited the Minimum
Support Price system by
using the land records of
farmers to sell wheat at gov-
ernment procurement cen-
tres and receive crores in
payments. The suspected
racket has been detected in
Morena, Bhind and Rajgarh
districts, where individuals
allegedly registered them-
selves as farmers using
Khasra and survey numbers
belonging to others, includ-
ing Scheduled Caste farm-
ers. The Economic Offences
Wing has now initiated an
investigation into the mat-
ter. According to sources,
the accused allegedly
bought wheat from
neighbouring Uttar Pradesh
at rates between Rs 2,200
and Rs 2,400 per quintal and
then sold it in Madhya
Pradesh at the MSP rate of
Rs 2,600 per quintal. The
difference, officials sus-
pect, turned into illegal
profit running into
crores.What has shocked
investigators is not merely
the scale of the fraud, but
the manner in which the
system appears to have
been bypassed. During the
registration process, the

names of applicants were
supposed to be matched
with land records. In cases
where names did not match,
the registration should
have been rejected by the
Patwari and Tehsildar. How-
ever, several such registra-
tions were allegedly verified
at the Tehsil level despite
clear discrepancies. In
many cases, there were no
valid sharecropping agree-
ments, no written consent
from the actual landowners
and no legal proof that the
accused had any right to
cultivate the land. Yet, the
registrations were ap-
proved. The alleged fraud
was carried out with careful
planning. Officials say that
registrations were often
made in one block or coop-
erative society, while the
actual weighing of wheat
was done at distant pro-
curement centres to avoid
easy detection. The dead-
line for registration was
March 10, and most of the
suspicious registrations
were reportedly completed
between March 5 and
March 10, often during the
late-night and early-morn-
ing hours between 11 pm
and 7 am. The money trail
has raised even more seri-
ous questions. While the
land records used for regis-
tration belonged to other

u\\_ S N
AP~

farmers, the MSP payments
were deposited directly into
the bank accounts of the al-
leged fraudsters. So far, in-
vestigators have uncov-
ered the sale of more than
18,000 quintals of wheat
through this suspected net-
work. In Morena alone, 15
Patwaris have been sus-
pended. Show-cause no-
tices have also been issued
to two Tehsildars of Joura
and Banmore. In Bhind,
FIRs have been registered
against four alleged fake
farmers. The Bhind investi-
gation began after Collec-
tor Kirodi Lal Meena re-
ceived a confidential com-
plaint about large-scale
fraudulent registrations in
wheat procurement. Taking
serious note of the matter,
he directed Food Inspector
Sunil Kumar Mudgal to
conduct a detailed inquiry
and expose the entire net-
work. The findings stunned
revenue officials. When the
farmer registration list ob-
tained from the Food De-
partment was Cross-
checked with the Revenue
Department land records,
serious  irregularities
emerged. Field inspections
and official reports revealed
that the Khasra and survey
numbers used by the ac-
cused were not recorded in
their names. In several in-

stances, the accused had no

! link whatsoever with the

land parcels shown in their
applications. Following the

° inquiry, the registrations of

Sanchita Pathak, a resident
of Lidhaura village, and
Girija, Pratiksha and Veer
Singh Tomar, residents of
Lalpura, were declared fake.
The administration then
recommended police action.
Bhind SDOP Ravindra

] Vaskale said the accused

had allegedly targeted dif-
ferent cooperative societies
and procurement commit-
tees According to officials,
Sanchita Pathak secured
fraudulent registration
through the Jaitpura com-
mittee by using 18 different
Khasra plots from various
villages. Girija and
Pratiksha allegedly ob-
tained illegal registration
through the Nivsai commit-
tee by using high-value
land parcels in Lalpura vil-
lage. Veer Singh Tomar al-
legedly got registered as a
farmer by falsely claiming
five survey numbers spread
across Daboh, Tola and
Barei villages. An FIR has
now been registered based
on the administration's re-
port. Preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that this may
not be a case of isolated
manipulation, but an
organised financial crime
involving multiple districts,
fake registrations, procure-
ment centres and possible
collusion within the sys-
tem. Officials suspect that
departmental employees or
society-level functionaries
may also have played arole
in allowing such registra-
tions to pass through the
verification process. The
scope of the probe is now
being expanded, and more
arrests are likely as investi-
gators dig deeper into the
alleged MSP racket.

Tamil Nadu Minister's Video Prompts

"Drugs'" Charge,

Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Minister for Human Re-
sources Management D
Sarathkumar found himself
at the centre of a contro-
versy on Friday after an old
video from an Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) match
went viral on social media,
with many users interpret-
ing the footage as showing
him in possession of a nar-
cotic substance. In the
video, Sarathkumar is seen
using an ATM card to crush
a white powder-like material
on the screen of a mobile
phone. A Rs 500 currency
note is also visible. The clip,
which carries the tagline
"Thug Life", was originally
shared by the minister as an
Instagram story a few years
ago, visible only to close
friends. It has now resur-
faced and gone viral. The
minister, a first-time MLA
from Tambaram on the out-
skirts of Chennai, was ap-
pointed to the cabinet last
month in the government
led by Chief Minister C Jo-
seph Vijay. The video
emerged on the same day
that Vijay participated in a
marathon to promote sports
and urge people to stay

- —
[ S

>

away from drugs.Several
viewers, including support-
ers of the DMK, claimed the
minister appeared to be us-
ing drugs. The clip
prompted calls for his res-
ignation on social media.
Sarathkumar responded by
releasing a two-minute
video clarification along-
side his wife and young
daughter. He stated that the
incident occurred about
two years ago at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium, also
known as Chepauk Sta-
dium, in Chennai, during an
IPL match. Sarathkumar
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He Says ""Medicine"

claimed that the family went
to the match with friends.
At the time, his daughter --
who was a toddler, around
one-and-a-half years old --
was unwell, he claimed. His
wife had tried to give the
child a tablet, but the baby
was refusing it and spitting
it out. A doctor had advised
crushing the tablet into
powder and mixing it with
liquid to make it easier for
the child to consume.
Sarathkumar claimed he was
the one who instructed that
the tablet be crushed. The
minister described the re-
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surfacing of the video as
the result of a "wrong rumour"
spread with "malicious inten-
tion". He noted that one of
his friends had shot the video
at the time.DMK spokesper-
son Saravanan Annadurai, in
aposton X, said that the foot-
age is "eerily similar to how
people snort drugs". "CM
Mr. Vijay is already on a war-
path against drug menace.
Isn't his duty to clarify the
doubt that's cast upon his
minister. The people of TN
should not be left in a linger-
ing doubt about the integrity
of Mr. Sarath," the post read.

Man Stabs Ujjain Student 14 Times In
47 Seconds For Rejecting His Advances

Ujjain:A 19-year-old col-
lege student was intercepted
by aman on aroad in Ujjain,
Madhya Pradesh, on Friday.
The two spoke briefly before
the man launched a frenzied
attack, stabbing the woman
14 times in 47 seconds and
leaving her fighting for her
life in the hospital. The ac-
cused, 21-year-old Sunil
Jaroliya, was arrested within
three hours of the attack.
Police revealed that he
wanted to marry the woman;
when she rejected his ad-

vances and refused to speak
with him, he allegedly com-
mitted the crime. After the
attack, he tried to flee from
the police and fractured his
leg jumping over awall. The
survivor, Pooja alias
Gungun, is a first-year B.A.
student from Bapu Nagar.
She worked as a computer
operator at a pharmacy in
Dawa Bazar. Ataround 12:45
pm on Friday, she was walk-
ing to work when the ac-
cused allegedly intercepted
her near Madhav Club. He

attacked her after failing to
coax her into talking to him.
She sustained grievous in-
juries to her abdomen, neck
and hands. Panic gripped
the busy market as people
rushed to help her. She was
first taken to the district hos-
pital before being shifted to
Patidar Hospital, where doc-
tors said she remains in criti-
cal condition. The accused
told police that he and Pooja
had become friends on
Instagram nearly four years
ago. He was upset as she had

stopped answering his calls
over the past 10 days. Her
mother was opposed to the
alleged relationship. Ujjain
Superintendent of Police
Pradeep Sharma said the ac-
cused had allegedly been
harassing the young
woman, o communicate with
him. "A 19-year-old girl
known to the accused did
not want to speak to him. He
went to the Dawa Bazar
where she worked, spoke to
her briefly and then stabbed
her multiple times.
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A 10-year-old girl who
lived with her family on a
Delhi footpath was alleg-
edly kidnapped, raped and
murdered on Monday,
bringing renewed attention
to the dangers faced by chil-
dren growing up on the
streets. The child was re-
portedly sleeping beside her
parents in Mehrauli, Delhi
when she was taken away.
Her body was later recov-
ered and the accused was
arrested by the police. This
case has just uncovered a
prolonged concern in the
country. The question still
is how safe are these chil-
dren living on streets?
More than 20,000 children
were identified as living on
the streets in both 2021-22
and 2022-23, according to
the National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights. And the number de-
clined sharply in 2023-24,
falling to 3,466 children.

Most of these children
were not living alone. In
2022-23,as many as 12,084
children were living on the
streets with their families,
while another 9,850 spent
their days on the streets and
returned at night to nearby
slums or temporary settle-
ments. Only around 1,000
children were found to be
living on the streets with-
out any family support. But
these statistics changed
significantly in 2023-24.
1,558 children were identi-
fied as living on the streets

with their families, 1,736
were spending their days on
the streets and returning
home at night, and 172 were
living on the streets alone,
taking the total to 3,466 chil-
dren.

Older teenage girls ac-
count for most rape victims

National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) data shows
that adolescent girls are
particularly vulnerable to
sexual violence. Among girl
victims of rape, those aged
16-17 consistently ac-
counted for the highest
number of cases between
2020and 2024.1n2020, 1,471
victims belonged to this age
group. The number in-
creased to 1,772 in 2021 be-
fore declining in subsequent
years. Even in 2024, 473 girls
aged 16-17 were recorded as
rape victims, compared with
252 girlsaged 12-15, 52 girls
aged 6-11 and 15 girls be-

low six years.

Across all the five
years, the 16-17 age group
remained the largest cat-
egory of victims, suggest-
ing that older adolescent
girls face a disproportion-
ate share of sexual crimes
against children.

Young children most
affected by murder

The pattern is different
when it comes to murder.
Data on girl child murder
victims show that the
youngest children are of-
ten the most vulnerable.
Girls below six years ac-
counted for the highest
number of murder victims
in four of the five years
between 2020 and 2024.
In 2024, 178 girls under six
were murdered, compared
with 169 girls aged 6-11,
153 girls aged 12-15 and
135 girls aged 16-17. Simi-
lar trends were visible in

previous years, with the
under-six age group con-
sistently recording the
highest number of victims.

Government's steps

To identify and support
vulnerable children, the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) operates the
Baal Swaraj-Children in
Street Situations portal.
The platform is used to
identify children living on
streets and connect them
with rehabilitation ser-
vices. The government
also provides support
through open shelters,
Child Care Institutions,
sponsorship programmes
and outreach services un-
der child protection
schemes. In addition, the
SMILE scheme aims to re-
habilitate vulnerable popu-
lations, including people
living on the streets.

8 Killed After Truck Collides With
Van In Jharkhand's Ramgarh

Ramgarh:Eight people
were killed after a coal-laden
truck hit a van carrying a
band party in Jharkhand's
Ramgarh district, triggering
a protest by locals, police
said on Friday. The accident
occurred in the Barlaung
Budhbazar area under the
Rajrappa Police Station lim-
its around midnight when
the truck struck the van, a
senior officer said. "Initially,
seven people died in the
accident. The injured, who
was referred to Ranchi's
RIMS for treatment, suc-
cumbed to his injuries dur-
ing treatment, taking the
total toll to eight," Rajrappa
Police Station in-charge
Krishna Kumar said.
Jharkhand Governor
Santosh Kumar Gangwar
and Chief Minister Hemant
Soren expressed grief over
the death of people in the
accident. "The news of the
road accident near Lari-
Barlong on the Ramgarh-
Bokaro highway, in which
many people have lost their
lives, is extremely sad and
painful. My deepest condo-
lences to the grieving fam-
ily members. May God
grant them the strength to

bear this hour of sorrow,"
Gangwar posted on X. The
CM wrote on the social me-
dia platform that he was
"saddened by the tragic
news of seven people dy-
ing in a road accident near
Lari-Barlaung on the
Ramgarh-Bokaro road late
last night". "May Marang
Buru grant peace to the
souls of the departed and
give strength to the griev-
ing family members to bear
this hour of sorrow," he
posted. Ramgarh Sub-Divi-
sional Police Officer Alok
Ranjan told PTI that six
people were killed on the
spot, while one died while

undergoing treatment at a
Ramgarh hospital. The bod-
ies have been sent for post-
mortem examinations, the
SDPO said. However,
Ramgarh Civil Surgeon Dr.
Anil Kumar said eight people
were brought to the sadar
hospital, and seven of them
were declared dead. "The
injured person was in criti-
cal condition and had been
sent to Ranchi for advanced
treatment. All the bodies
have been kept at the post-
mortem house for further
procedure," he said earlier in
the day. The deceased were
residents of Marangmarcha
and Balsagra, and the acci-

were going to take part in an
event on Friday, another
police officer said. He said
the impact of the collision
was so severe that the van
was damaged badly. Villag-
ers blocked the Ramgarh-
Bokaro road, alleging that at
least 11 people were killed in
accidents in the area in the
past three days due to "neg-
ligence" of the district ad-
ministration. The blockade
was lifted after police inter-
vention. The Rajrappa Police
Station in-charge said both
the vehicles were seized,
and the truck driver was ab-
sconding after the accident.

Whiskey Bottles Go Missing In Dry
Gujarat, Raise Questions About Cops' Role

A routine vehicle check-
ing operation was con-
ducted by the police in
Gujarat's Valsad district,
during which a significant
amount of alcohol was
seized from a scooter.
While initial visual evi-
dence captured at the
scene clearly showed a mix
of beer cans and glass
whiskey bottles, official
documentation tells a com-
pletely different story. The
First Information Report
(FIR) accessed by investi-
gators and NDTV mentions
only the confiscated beer
cans, completely omitting
any reference to the whis-
key bottles visible in the
photographs. There are
also allegations that a large
bag used to transport the
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contraband on the scooter
was also excluded from the
officially recorded list of
seized property. The mis-
match between the scene

of the bust and the written
record has triggered wide-
spread scepticism
regarding police trans-
parency and the handling

of'seized goods. This inci-
dent has cast a shadow
over the standard operat-
ing procedures of the
Valsad City Police.
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